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PREFACE. 



The several documents comprised in the following 
work have been published at various times, and in 
different sections of our country. They have princi- 
pally appeared in the pamphlet form ; and wherever 
circulated have been read with avidity, and have ex- 
erted a powerful influence. Those which have h.een" 
presented to the public only through the medium of 
newspapers have not received that general circulation 
and perusal which their value and Importance <ieman<f,'* 
owing to the fact, that those organs of communication 
are for the most part subjected to masonic influence, 
and that but few papers are enlisted in the Anti- 
raasonic cause. 

They are here republished, with the hope that they 
may receive from the public that attention which they 
merit ; and that the influence which they are calculated 
to exert may be felt, and be widely extended. 

Collectively, they form a volume which may be of 
some service to those who have given to the subject 
on which they treat but little attention, and who have 
not informed themselves in relation to the principles of 
the Masonic Institution, as they have been developed 
by recent investigations. 



W PREFACE. 

The nature and tendency of the institution are here 
clearly exhibited, and its principles and practices fully 
illustrated and exposed. From 'the fact that most of 
the writers of the pieces herein contained have been 
rn^mbers of the institution, and consequently acquaint- 
ed with its secret principles and designs; and also 
from the uniformity of their testimony, we may rely 
on their statements as correct, and consider their 
representation of its character as in accordance with 
truth. 

.The increasing demands of the public for informa- 
tion on the subject of Masonry, and the persuasion 
that a work which should present at one view the 
opinions of the most distinguished writers respecting 
it, would be useful, and well adapted for distribution, 
were the causes which led to tlte publication of the 
•present volume. The compiler indulges the hope that 
it may subserve the cause of truth, by diffusing light 
on the subject of Masonry, and by exciting a more 
general inquiry into the nature of its claims. 

Boston, Feb. 22, 1830. 



RECOMMENDATION. 



The State Anti-masonic Committee of Massachu- 
wtffchare .examined the Prospectus, and a considera- 
ble portion of the Documents proposed to be published 
by Mr. Jambs C. Odiorne, in a distinct volume. The 
work appears to be judiciously selected, well arranged, 
and ably conducted. . A great mass of information, of 
the most important kind, is brought together in a 
manner deserving, the attention and patronage of the 
public. 

ABNER PHELPS, 
Per Order. 
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FREEMASONRY. 



EARLY HISTORV OF FREEMASONRY. 

The early history of Freemasonry, like that of Rome, 
is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the world 
were not satisfied with the plain truth of their national 
origin. They taught that the "Eternal City" was found- 
ed and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose name was 
Romulus ; who was taken to the gods in a tempest of 
lightning, and became GtuimNus, the patron saint of the 
city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. This was lofty 
and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had it been true. 

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman ambition, 
to lord it over the whole habitable earth, also styles itself 
eternal, as did Rome ; deduces its origin from Heaven ; 
claims the wisest man for its lawgiver ; and some mighty 
thing in the nature of the philosopher's stone for its se- 
cret — all which is equally credible and as well attested 
as that Romulus was nursed by a wolf, or Jupiter was a 
god that could save. And the masonic fables are told, to 
cover the meanness of Freemasonry's origin ; for she, 
too, sprung from a confederacy of lawless plunderers : 
and it mortifies the pride of the high priests, it tops the 
vanity of the grand masters, and makes the puissant sove- 
reigns of Freemasonry to tremble for the security of 
their thrones, to be told that their boasted order, sprung 
from the mire of the Rosicrusians, and spread abroad over 
the face of the earth upon the licentious cupidity of its 
speculative fathers; that it originated within the 18th 
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century, among men capable of the most atrocious false- 
hoods, and base enough 10 sell their reputation for money, 
and to barter a good conscience for the delusion of a 
lodge room ; men who sold masonic charters for an ap- 
pearance of mystery, but of a truth for gold. 

Stone masons, in common with ninety-one other crafts 
and trades in the city of Loudon, have been in the habit 
for centuries, of meeting in club, for the purpose of im- 
provement in the elements of their business and craft. 
Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, its coat of 
arms, and its charity fund. The companies are given by 
name in the order of their rank, in Rees' Encyclopedia, 
Art. Company ; and out of only eighteen whose form of 
government is particularly mentioned, sixteen are govern- 
ed by a Master, two Wardens, and a various number of 
other assistants. So Freemasons' lodges are governed ; 
and the titles, Worshipful and Most Worshipful, now 
peculiar to masonic officers, were common to gentlemen 
of the 16th and 17th centuries, as Esquire and Honorable 
are common at the present day. 

The Lord Mayor of London, at his election usually 
makes himself free ; i. e. becomes a member of one of the 
twelve principal societies, if he were not a member of one 
of them before : " for these twelve," says the Cyclopedia, 
" are not only the oldest, but the richest ; many of them 
having had the honor of kings and princes to be their 
members, and the apartments of their halls being fit to 
entertain a monarch." But Masons are not among the 
first twelve : their rank is 31, hall in Basing Hall-street, 
charter Charles II., 1677. Some of these societies meet 
by prescriptive right ; the oldest charter is that of the 
Parish Clerks, A. D. 1233, Henry III. ; the Bakers, A. I>. 
1307, Edward II. Six were chartered in the 14th centu- 
ry, eighteen in the 15th century, twelve in the I6th cen- 
tury, forty, (and among them the Stone Masons,) in the 
17th century, and some in the 18th century. 

Handicraft Masonry is an ancient trade, and has ever 
received the fostering attention of distinguished princes. 
Both in France and in Scotland, the eraft were allowed a 
peculiar jurisdiction over all disputes growing out of the 
exercise of their trade. (Lawrie's History of Masonry, p. 
1 10, and p. 297.) This was granted in France, A. D. 
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1645; and in Scotland, near two hundred years earlier, 
lo real builders. 

In the rude limes, when men, ignorant of chirography, 
impressed the seal of their parchments with the tooth in 
their head for their signature, it was usual for master 
masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign, by which 
he should make himself known to any mason as a regu- 
larly entered apprentice to the trade ; and another when 
he had completed his apprenticeship, and passed to the 
rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft ; and a third, when 
by assiduity, experience, and skill, he had become himself 
a master of work, took buildings to rear, hired fellow- 
. crafts or journeymen, and received apprentices. The 
word, the sign, and the grip, in those unlettered ages, 
were the certificate of the craft to its regularly taught 
members ; and in Germany were common before .Free- 
masonry was imported from England. (See Prof. Robi- 
son's Proofs, p. 54.) 

Masonic historians claim the men to be Freemasons 
against whom the statute was passed in the 25th of Ed- 
ward III., and again in the reign of Henry VI., forbid- 
ding them to assemble in lodges and chapters. (See F. 
M. Library, p. 25,- Hardie's Monitor, p. 20; Lawrie,p. 
94; Encyclopedia Brittanica, Art. Masons, Sec. 62.) 
Now Edward III. dealt with Englishmen of that day, as 
George III. would have dealt with Americans in his day; 
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away a 
fearful portion of the English population, and the scarcity 
of laborers, caused all classes of mechanics to demand an 
increase of wages. Edward had several castles and mag- 
nificent edifices in building, and to make his money hold 
out, must compel the masons and mechanics lo work at 
the old rates. He issued such an ordinance, and enforced 
H by his sheriffs. Under that ordinance, masons were 
returned from the several counties of England to work on 
Windsor Castle, as jurors were returned to serve in the 
king's courts. (See Hume's History of England, reign of 
Ed. III.) This was equally agreeabie to the Lords of Par- 
liament and to himself, and accordinglv it was enacted 
A. D. 1350, that " as servants, not willing after the pesti- 
lence, to serve without taking excessive wages, had been 
required to serve in their accustomed places at the rale 
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they had received in the 20th year of Edward HI.; and 
as it is given the king to understand in this present Par- 
liament, (hat the said servants have paid no regard to the 
a «aid ordinance, but to their ease do withdraw from the 
service of great men and others, unless they have livery 
and wages to the double or treble of that they were wont 
to take in the said 20th year and before, to the great 
damage of the great men, &.e. be ordained and established 
the things underwritten." 

Chap. J. Fixes the day and year wages of farm ser- 
vants. 

Chap. -2. The price of threshing all sorts of corn by the 
quarter. 

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of artifi- 
cers and laborers ; among whom Carpenters aud Masons 
are particularly specified. 

Chap. 4. Requires artificers to makeoath that they will 
use their crafts, as they did in the 20th year of the same 
Edward III. (See Ruffbead's English Statutes, Vol. 1, 
p. 251.) 

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this statute, 
which plainly is applicable only to handicrafts, Henry VI., 
in Parliament at Westminster, ordained that " no con- 
federacies and congregations shall be made by masons in 
their general chapters and assemblies, whereby the good 
course and effects of the statute of laborers, (25th Ed. 
III.,) are violated and broken, in subversion of law; and 
if any be, they that cause such chapters and congrega- 
tions to he assembled and hoiden, shall be adjudged 
felons." Coke's 3d Ins. p. 99. 

The common pretence of Freemasons, that these 
statutes were levelled particularly against their mystic or- 
der, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the secret 
was not betrayed in the office of auricular confession, is 
too shallow, after once reading these statutes, to cover the 
nakedness of the falsehood, or to conceal the evident du- 
plicity of its first publishers. But one thing these statutes 
conclusively show with the aid of masonic historians, viz. 
that in the reign of Edward III. and Henry VI., there were 
no Freemasons in England, but stone masons; who met 
in general chapters and assemblies, not to cultivate the 
knowledge of a wonderful mystery, but to impede the exe- 
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cution of the laws, and to violate the statutes of their 
country. 

With this view faithful history fully concurs. That a 
society claiming the glories of Freemasonry should have 
existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or con- 
temptible, foolish or learned, is wholly incredible, and 
unworthy of belief. The Puritans and the Presbyterians, 
the Cabalists and the Rosicrusians, the Gypsies and the 
Necromancers, the Alchymists and the Jesuists, are each 
liberally noticed in the works of various authors during 
the 16th and 17th centuries ; but Freemasonry has not 
so much as a name, until the 18th century. To any his- 
torical scholar, this alone is enough. We read of the 
Fralernitas latkomorum, or company of bricklayers ; but 
it requires not a lawyer to discern, that these are the men 
against whom the statute of laborers was directed, in the 
25th year of Edward III., and are not the men who have 
at this day in their lodges the language of Eden, and the 
mysteries of the Antediluvian world. * * * 

Of the same tenor is the fact, that Papacy and Free- 
masonry cannot dwell together in peace ; but we hear not 
a word of their disagreement, until the 18th century. 
Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years ; and if Free- 
masonry be much above that, how did it previously escape 
a conflict which has never ceased since first it commen- 
ced, A. D. 1730 to '40? The canons of the church re- 
quire full and free confession to the priests from nil good 
Catholics. The oaths of Freemasonry require absolute 
secrecy upon the transactions of the brethren from every 
good mason. Now, these canons and oaths nowhere 
abide together without discord and adeprivation of church 
privileges, and they never could harmonize for one mo- 
ment. Therefore, the time when they first fell out and 
contradicted each other, must have been near the begin- 
ning of one, or both of them. That lime is determined 
by the Bull of the Pope, 1708, 1739. Wring and twist 
the brother mason may, but there is no escape; the date 
is correctly stated, seventeen hundred thirty-eight, issued 
by Clement XII. (See Lawrie's Hist. Mas. p. 122 ; Ency. 
Brit. Art. Masonry, last edition.) 

What has been said is proof, not only that the account 
which Freemasonry gives of itself, is erroneous, but 
1* 



grossly erroneous ; not only that the order was not organ- 
ized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but that it 
had no existence even ill the days of Edward III., and of 
Henry VI. of England. The question becomes interest- 
ing, whence did it originate t and who first promulgated 
its ialscliOOils '? 

The Rosicrusian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D. 
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff of 
indefinable extravagance originated from the writings of 
John Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir- 
tembcrg; (see London Mag. 1824, Vol. !>, p. 143,)— who 
amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and mystical 
glory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Munchausen's 
wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The visionary 
minds of that day took his work in earnest. They claimed, 
in general, for the rosy cross philosophy, whatever i3 now 
particularly claimed for Freemasonry, a heavenly origin, 
a magic influence, a wonderful secret, and unbounded ex- 
cellence. The universal medicine and the philosopher's 
stone, were gravely professed for the glory of its mystical 
laboratory ; and to so great a pitch of extravagance did its 
vain professors run, that modern Freemasons are sober 
men in the comparison. This folly was greatly admired 
in England by some men of a strange fancy, and of great 
learning ; and by others publicly professing the black art. 
Among the former, the name of Elias Ashmole, the nnti- 
quary, stands conspicuous; and among the latter, Win. 
Lilly, the astrologer; and somewhere between them, is 
Robert E'hidd. 

This Ashmole, is greatly accounted of as a brother by 
masonic historians, and is the first accepted Freemason 
claimed by professor Robison. Ashmole says he was 
"elected" in Mason's Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. D. 
1646. (See Hiog. Brit.) This is the Hall of the London 
Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 31 years 
after Ashmole's admission into its livery, and remaining 
to this day, as it ever has been, in the possession of the 
Stone Masons; a society distinct from, and independent 
of the modern Freemasons. And it is evident that Ash- 
mole was only made/ree of the Mason's Company as his 
friend Lilly was made/ree of the Sailers Company, and as 
ihe Lord Mayor is usually made/ree of some one of the 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 



7 



12 principal Companies of tradesmen or mechanics in the 
city of London ; and that Ashmole was not initiated, pass- 
ed, and raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason, as 
in a modern Lodge of Freemasons. Therefore we think 
the record must be wrong, which makes Ashmole a Free- 
mason of the modern type. 

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of 
the Rosicrusians, and their vainglorious pretences to every 
thing good and great and magical, or Italy, are united with 
the emblems and working tools of a handicraft mason, the 
compasses and level and square and leather apron, to form 
that lying wonder of the 19th century which is commonly 
called Freemasonry. This union did not take place in 
one day ; nor until the false philosophy of the Rosicru- 
sians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran out. 
Ashmole died A. D. 1692, and with him the last of the 
rosy cross philosophers ; but the spirit of this order, after 
lingering a few years among men of less note, passed by a 
species of metempsychosis, into a new body, the company 
of masons, with whom it first appears in the early part of 
the 18th century. 

When Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher Wren was 
at the head of the English architects, holding the office of 
Deputy Surveyor of~the king's buildings: in 1698 he 
was made by William III. Surveyor General of the public 
works; and in 1714 to 171S, for political considerations, 
he was removed from office by George I. All masonic his- 
torians call Sir Christopher Wren Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter, at the time when he was Deputy Surveyor, and Grand 
Master of the Freemasons, at the time when he was Sur- 
veyor General to the throne. But in doing this they 
make a very short rope to hang themselves ; for by their 
own showing the first Grand Lodge was formed in 1717 ;* 
then, bow could Sir Christopher Wren be Grand Master 
in 1698, nineteen years before there was a Grand Lodge t 

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were 
seeking, like a troubled spirit, for some resting place. — 
The age is one of the most extravagant speculation : and 
moved with a strange desire of fame and money and con- 
viviality, four companies of stone masons, who were left 

* 6ee any masonic history of that year : Preston, Dermott, Law- 
rk, el aliae. 



8 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 

of those that had been associated in building the proud 
edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, the lodge 
that had worked on St. Paul's Church being at the head, 
and formed the Grand Lodge of London, in February, and 
elected their officers June 24th, A. D. 1717. With a 
view to fill up their ranks, avid to increase their conse- 
quence, they voted to accept men of other trades and pro- 
fessions, as members of the society. (Vide Preston, 
Smith, Lawrje, Hardie, Tannehill, et alias, particularly 
the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence Dcrmott, quoted in the 
4th No. of the A. M. Review and Magazine.) Three 
years they struggled, accommodating the Rosicrusian 
pretensions to the emblems of a handicraft mason ; and 
then, in 1720, burnt their papers for the benefit of the 
mystery. (See all the above writers.) They gave out 
that this bonfire was made " by some too scrupulous breth- 
ren," who feared that the secrets of masonry would be 
exposed in the Book of Constitutions about to be publish- 
ed ; but the smoke of that fire was not thick enough to 
envelope the origin of their mystic order in impenetrable 
obscurity. No doubt they hoped by burning their pre- 
tended parchments, to destroy all evidence disproving 
their claim to immemorial customs and imprescriptible 
rights, which claim was in a course of preparation for the 
public in the dreaded Book of Constitutions. After three 
years more, the volume came forth from the hands of An- 
derson and Desaguilliers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the 
first strain of masonic vainglory and unearthly mystery, 
which is heard from any book or printed treatise ! 

Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a 
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first published 
to the world, the high pretensions of Freemasonry ; men 
of a low character, and of a base spirit, whose Book of 
Constitutions of Masonry, was ushered from the press, A. 
D. 1723, and is hardly older than our grandfathers ! (See 
Jtobison's Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 19, and p. 60 ,- 
Lawrie, p. 92.) This Volume of mock Constitutions, is 
the basis of all masonic history, and its delusive state- 
ments have been servilely copied and greatly magnified, 
until the mystic wonder has grown beyond the size and 
power of the fabled monsters of antiquity. 

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was 
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fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanic's socie- 
ty ; and was brought forth by the Book of Constitutions 
in the form of Freemasonry. From the lime of ils birth 
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
wherever British commerce could convey it; and charters 
for holding masonic lodges were everywhere sold at a 
cash price, and an annual stipend, by the Grand Lodge of 
London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabitants of most 
parts of continental Europe, of the East and West Indies, 
of Africa and of America, paid an annual tribute for the 
right to confer the three degrees of Morgan's Freemason- 
ry ! The date, and Grand Master who issued the warrant, 
are carefully recorded, in Preston, Smith, TamehiU, and 
others, for holding lodges in all quarters of the earth. A. 
D. 1729, Freemasonry was first introduced into the East- 
Indies ; 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed; 
1731 a patent was sent from England lo erect a lodge at 
the Hague ; 1733 Freemasonry established itself in North 
America at Boston; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and 
at Geneva in Europe; in Scotland the same year the first 
Grand Master was elected : and so the tripled-headed 
monster, E.vtered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and 
Master, went deceitfully round the earth while it was 
yet in its teens. 

That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse to 
believe; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative 
Masonry, of which we treat, and of which we affirm that 
its era is A. D. 1717 ; no man need mistake our meaning. 
Neither do we pretend that the order was then made up 
of new principles, or of a newly created race of men ; but 
certain men and certain principles, previously existing, 
were then for the first time formally united and embodied 
into that mystic order called Freemasonry ; and a system 
was formed, which did not exist before even by name, 
which system we know by the name of Speculative Ma- 
sonry. We do not even suppose that all the materials of 
this coat of many colors came out of one fleece, or was 
spun and wove by the same king Solomon. The aprons 
and trowels and temple were taken from the masons ; the 
divine origin, mystic virtues and wonderful secrets of the 
order came from the Rosicrusians ; the magic and for- 
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tunetelling from the Necromancers ; the morals from the 
Jesuits ; and the horrid oaths of the order, from its own 
bowels. But the time that all these were first publicly 
stitched together to form Speculative Masonry, was when 
the only four companies of Operative Masons in the south 
of England, met at the Appletree tavern in London, Feb. 
1717, and constituted themselves "the Grand Lodge" 
of England pro tempore in due form. Vide Preston p. 
166. Anthony Sayer, Grand Master. 

The proof that it had no earlier existence is perfectly 
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is a 
matter of great notoriety. Any question in a future age, 
of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could be 
answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Masonic 
Halis, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and octavo his- 
tories, to medals and monuments and deeds of parchment, 
as well as deeds of wickedness. The literature of this 
age abounds with it. Those who read the account of 
laying the corner stone of the Bunker-hill Monument, 
will point to that pillar of national glory, as a proof that 
Freemasonry existed A. D. 1S25 ; and, if that is not 
enough, the foundation may be removed, and there a 
medal be found with inscriptions of vanity, which in this 
republic can only belong to Most Worshipful Freema- 
sonry : unleBS an indignant people should justly tear the 
disgraceful plate from its proud resting place. 

In vain we search for any proof of this sort existing 
earlier than the I8th century. We find constitutions of 
Jesuits, Rosicrusians, and Alchymists. We find histories 
of political parties, religious sects, and Bucaneers. We 
find text books of Cabala, necromancy, astrology, magic, 
fortune telling, and various proofs of witchcraft ; but not 
a particle of evidence to show the existence of Freema- 
sonry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not mentioned or 
alluded to ; it is not painted on canvass, or stamped on 
paper, or indented on plate. That its universal language 
must have been spoken ; that its mystic characters were 
certainly understood, and its omnific word even then pos- 
sessed some share of omnipotence, no one who believes 
in Freemasonry, can for a moment doubt. But all the 
proof is found in pages and documents, in fraternities 
and monuments of the 18th and 19th centuries ; and this 
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in such abundance, as quite to supply the failure of five 
hundred years preceding ; although it admits of a doubt, 
whether there is enough to supply the deficiency of the 
other live thousand years from the year of light. Fifty 
centuries are a long period for the active labors of a great 
mystery spread over the face of the whole world, to pass 
entirely unobserved : and there is no accounting for it, 
only as a great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may un- 
doubtedly be ; for men do not well understand it, when 
it is fully revealed. 

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and 
Bisset with care. They give a connected history of Eng- 
land from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and no 
mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection. 
Then we have run over Mosheim, who gives a faithful 
history of the church, century by century, from the year 
of our Lord, to the 18th century, and Freemasonry 
entirely escapes either his notice or our memory. * * 

We lay them away, and turn to honest Scotland. 
Robertson tells its story in the moat exquisite manner ; 
he spreads upon his page every fact of importance, and 
Walter Scott fills the world with the poetry of its history. 
But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or Speculative 
Masonry, or the men of the cabletow? In the lights and 
shadows, in the tales and legends, in the songs and histo- 
ries of Scotland, as well as of England, where is the 
mention of Freemasonry prior to the 18th century 1 We 
know of none. * * * 

It is too much after this to search Gibbon, Gillies, 
Ferguson, and Roll in for Freemasonry; if we did, it 
would be of no use ; they take no notice of it. * * 

Neither poet nor moralist, politician nor controversialist, 
historian, biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental 
Europe, previous to the 18th century, can be named, who 
mentions such a thing of oaths and degrees, as modern 
speculative masonry ; or who so much as writes the nam« 
' Freemasonry,' or any of its present modifications, in any 
language of Europe. We do not pretend to have read 
all, but we understand enough to challenge the most 
learned professor of masonic lore, the very suhlime, elect, 
and perfect masons, to show any author with a title page 
older than one hundred and six years, who mentions or 
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alludes to the mystery in any part of the earth ; or to 
produce any medal, or manuscript, or monument, or well 
authenticated copy of any inscription upon any medal or 
monument, naming, or having allusion to Speculative 
Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a dale earlier than the be- 
ginning of the 18th century, in any country on the face 
of the earth. — And Masonic Review. 



THE PRETENSIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO AN ORIGIN 
IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON. 

Extract from Litters of Rex. Henry Jtna. 

At a time like the present, when the institution of 
Freemasonry is undergoing the faithful scrutiny of the 
public, it seems to be of very great importance, that the 
question, so frequently asked, " What is the origin of 
the Institution ?" should receive the answer which it de- 
mands, in order that an impartial and correct judgment 
may be more readily formed. If it originated with the 
people of God ; and was patronized as a good and useful 
institution by many of the most eminent characters whose 
names are recorded in holy writ ; at a time too, when 
they were enjoying the special guidance and approbation 
of the Most High ; a favorable judgment must be render- 
ed of it, at least while in its native purity, though now so 
degenerated and perverted : — But if, on the other hand, 
this institution originated with men of corrupt principles, 
who have falsely founded it, on pretended important facts, 
which never existed ; then of course, considering also, 
its present deformed character, it must be condemned by 
the public, as a base and wicked fabrication, an insult 
upon community, and only worthy to be utterly expunged 
from all ranks of society. Each of these suppositions, for 
the origin of the institution, is considered correct, by the 
opposite parties who feel interested in the subject, and 
are exhibited hy them, respectively, as proof of its merits, 
or demerits. 

It is my design on this occasion to show, that Us mm 
claims to an origin at the building of the temple of Solo- 
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toon, among wise and Holy men, are unfounded, and that 
consequently, it must have had its origin since that time, 
among false and jmcked men, so that those wise and holy 
men had no part nor lot in the matter. 

It is well known to all the fraternity who have become 
somewhat familiar with the lectures of the first three de- 
grees, that they do teach us, that Speculative, or Free- 
masonry, originated at the building of Solomon's temple, 
and that a large share of the mysteries of the institution 
are established on certain events, which are said to have 
transpired at. that time and place. I shall not consider 
it necessary to repeat over those parts of the lectures to 
which I allude ; but for the benefit of some who may 
still be unacquainted with the subject, I would concisely 
bring into view some of the pretensions of masonry, as to 
its having its origin at the building of the temple with 
Solomon and others, which I am to endeavor to show, as 
being false. 

Passing by much in the first and second degrees, which 
teaches the same, I shall confine my remarks to the third 
degree ; and would observe, First, that the lecture of this 
"sublime" degree, teaches us that Freemasonry was 
founded at the building of the temple, by these important 
circumstances, which it professes to record, vie. that there 
were employed in building it, three Grand Masters ; 
Solomon king of Israel, Hiram king of Tyre, and Hiram 
"Abiff," as he is designated in masonry, but in the scrip- 
ture, Hiram the son of a widow, &,c. who alone constitu- 
ted the Master's lodge at that time, and who alone pos- 
sessed the Master's secrets or word, holding their secret 
meetings in the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies of 
the temple. They are represented also, in this degree, 
as having agreed together, never to give the Master's 
word to any other person, unless they all three were to- 
gether in doing it ; so that, when Hiram " Abiff" is rep- 
resented in this degree, as being slain, before any of the 
craftsmen had received this secret word of the Masters', 
it could not afterwards be given, for want of the three 
Grand Masters together, and was, in consequence of this, 
for many years lost, having another word substituted in 
its stead. 

Having brought forward these things as the pretended 
2 
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matters of fact, on which the institution of Freemasonry 
professes to be founded ; I would observe, that they bring 
with themselves no proof that they are matters of fact in 
reality, unless we are bound to consider them bo proved 
by the bare assertion of an individual, who says that he 
was secretly told so, by a second person in the preceding 
generation, who in like manner, received his information 
from a third, and so on through fifty or an hundred gen- 
erations, to go back to the days of Solomon : But no tri- 
bunal has ever been authorised to allow the least credit 
to a witness like this, on any important question between 
opposite parties. 

Although it is often difficult to prove a negative in 
such a case as this; I am prepared to prove, unless I 
greatly mistake, that these masonic pretensions to the 
origin of the institution at the building of the temple, are 
false; by showing from scripture history, that Hiram 
King of Tyre and Hiram " Abiff" never were associated 
with Solomon as Grand Master in the building of the 
temple, so that they three, never constituted a Master's 
lodge there, assembling in the sanctum sanctorum for 
their secret meetings. Every one must know, who is 
acquainted with this history, 1 Kings, 2 Chron., that 
Solomon was Master alone, over all the work of the build- 
ing, that he was especially endowed with wisdom from 
above to qualify him to form so great a work, and that 
the Lord furnished him with particular directions, through 
the agency of David his father * which was equal to a 
pattern of the building, and more than this, Hiram king 
of Tyre, as it seems from scripture and reason, never 
left his kingdom to go and dwell at Jerusalem, while the 
temple was building, as he only bartered with Solomon 
in a friendly manner, by furnishing limber for the temple, 
and sending his servants to cut and prepare it, &c. for 
which Solomon made satisfaction in wheat, barley, wine 
and oil ; with twenty cities. It is evident, also, beyond 
dispute, that Hiram " Abiff" was not a Grand Master 
with Solomon in building the temple, and with him con- 
stituting a Master's lodge, meeting privately in the sanc- 
tum sanctorum, as the third degree represents; because 
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he was employed only as a very skilful workman in met- 
als, and because, he labored not on, or about the temple, 
but exclusively in casting (he furniture, &c. for the tem- 
ple, under the direction of Solomon, "In the plain of 
Jordan — in the day ground between Sieccoth mid Zar- 
than," or " Zeredathali."* 

Again, the instructions of the third, or " sublime" de- 
gree, give us to understand that Freemasonry originated 
with wise and good men, under the patronage of God, at 
the building of the temple, by its establishing the princi- 
pal part of the my.stcri - o! thsil. degree on the pretended 
murder of Hiram " Abiff," with the various circumstan- 
ces in its connexion, while he was in the temple, before 
it was finished, at a time too, when he was daily employ- 
ed in planning work for the craft, and overseeing thetn 
on the building. All who have taken the third degree, 
or have examined Morgan's book, may know, that there 
is a long secret dialogue or tragedy, to be acted out, by 
the members of the lodge whenever the degree is confer- 
red, in imitation of the whole process, and all the circum- 
stances, of the pretended murder of this Hiram, and that 
the candidate who takes the degree, must always repre- 
sent Hiram, and experience a mock murder, two burials, 
&,c. : But of Hiram's being thus murdered in the tem- 
ple, before its completion, masonry gives us no better 
evidence than what has been noticed in case of (he other 
pretended facts, on which, not (he least dependence can 
be placed, even if there were nothing to disprove it. 

If such a horrible assassinaiion as this is represented 
to be, of so important a character as Hiram was, had 
taken place under those circumstances, it is unaccounta- 
bly strange, that the sacred writer, in recording the re- 
markable events connected with that great work, should 
pass over so important an event as (bis, in utter silence ; 
and strange too, that Josephtis, who has given such a 
particular account of the building, workmen and circum- 
stances of the temple, in his 8th Book, 2d and 3d Chap- 
ters, should not intimate a word of any such important 
transaction. 

Although both Josephus and the scripture are entirely 
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silent about any such murder of Hiram in the temple, 
before its completion ; the scripture on the other side of 
the question, is not silent, but it speaks out, and gives us 
to understand that he was not thus there murdered. 

The first proof (o be mentioned from scripture of this 
fact, is what has already been noticed, viz., that he never 
wrought as an overseer on the building of the temple, as 
I think we must conclude, from the consideration, of his 
being employed by Solomon only as a cunning workman, 
in casting the metallic vessels, furniture, &c. of the tem- 
ple, " in the plain of Jordan," at a place, not less than 
thirty or forty miles from Jerusalem, where the temple 
was built, as it appears by consulting sacred geography 
on the subject. 

Another scripture testimony which is positive, against 
the pretended fact of Hiram's being murdered in the tem- 
ple before its completion, and before he had finished the 
work which had been assigned him, is thai he was living 
when the temple was completed, and that he lived Ko fin- 
ish all the work, which had lain upon his hands, for the 
use of the temple. The first passage which declares this, 
is 1 Kings, 7th Chap. 40th verse, And Hiram made the 
lavers and the shovels and the basons ; so Hiram MADE 
AN END of doing all the work that he made for king 
Solomon for the house of the Lord." 

Then, lest this plain text should be perverted, the same 
Chap, enumerates all the wonderful castings of Hiram, 
and in the last verse, which is in the same connexion, 
with Hiram's making an end of all his work for king 
Solomon, it is said, " So was ENDED all the work, thai 
KING SOLOMON made for the house of the Lord." 
Then according to the sacred writer, the very next thing 
was, the dedication of the temple by Solomon, as it is 
particularized in the next Chapter. 

To set the fact of Hiram's being alive, at the finishing 
of the temple, still further beyond all doubt, the same 
testimony of it, is recorded again, in 2 Chron. 4th Chap. 
11th verse, " And liaram [or Hiram] made the pots, 
and the shovels, and the bosons. And Huram FINISH- 
ED the work that he was to make for king Solomon, for 
the house of God:" So it is said again, in the same con- 
nexion of the subject, in the first verse of the next Chap. 
" Thus ull the work that Solomon made for the house of 
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the Lord was FINISHED," &c. immediately upon 
which, as Ihe history informs us, the people of Israel 
were assembled for the dedication of the building. 

Having shown now, as I would hope, to the satisfac- 
tion of all who rely upon scripture testimony, and the 
exercise of reason, for evidence; that Solomon was alone, 
under God, a ' Grand Master,' or the builder of the tem- 
ple ; (hat Hiram king of Tyre, never left kis kingdom to 
go and dwell at Jerusalem, to be a Grand Master in the 
UiMdinir, forming a Master's lodge, &c ; that Hiram 
" Abiff," was not a Grand Maaterat Jerusalem with Solo- 
mon in erecting the temple, and that he was never slain 
there before the finishing of his appropriate work, having 
lived to make an end of it, and see the temple completed ; 
What are we to think of the institution of Freemasonry '! 
the lectures of which tell us, that Hiram king of Tyre, 
and Hiram " Abiff," teere Grand Masters with Solomon 
in building the temple; that they three constituted a 
Master's lodge assembling in the sanctum sanctorum, &.C. 
and that Hiram " Abiff," tens shin in the temple before 
its completion, while busily employed in the great work. 
And what shall we think of it too, when it professes in its 
lectures to have its origin in connexion with these re- 
puted events, and to be founded upon them, while nearly 
the whole substance of the mysteries of the third degree, 
is a dialogue, in imitation of Hiram's assassination, &c.T 
Considering that the first three degrees of Freemasonry 
which were established, must be the corner stone, or 
foundation, on which all the latter degrees are built, would 
it be unreasonable for me now to ask ; On what then 
does the whole superstructure of Freemasonry rest but a 
base fabrication of wicked men, who in some dark and 
apostate age of the world, have risen up, united into a 
secret society, and darkly handed down their inventions, 
to flatter us to believe that their institution is good as 
having originated among wise and good men ; and being 
ignorant of the manner in which their false pretensions 
would be exposed ; have told us, that it was established 
on certain specified facts and events, which, by looking 
at them carefully, and comparing them with our Bible, 
we find, never had existence? Was there ever an im- 
posture of such magnitude as this, so generally palmed 
2* 
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upon mankind? And jet, here is the origin of the 
foundation of Speculative Freemasonry ; and here is a 
portrait of the character of its founders and first princi- 
ples. 



THE ABUSE AND PERVERSION OF THE MASONIC IN- 
STITUTION. 

Extract from Rev. M. Tkacher's Address before Montgomery Lodge. 

The original design* of this institution appears (o have 
been, to cherish the social virtues, enforce the principles 
of moral rectitude and equity between man and man, and 
to extend the hand of relief to indigence and distress. 
Viewed in this light, and so far as it is calculated to 
answer these designs, it may, and ought, to be considered 
no more nor less than a moral and charitable institution. 
So far as any society is combined to promote general 
interest, merely, it should be regarded merely as an object 
of utility ; so far as it enforces moral virtue, or upright 
external conduct, it may be considered as a moral society ; 
and so far as it extends relief to others, it may be consid- 
ered as an institution of charity. We will take, for 
example, a society for the promotion of useful knowledge 



* It is here taken for granted, that this was the primary intention 
of the masonic society; because this is what masons have always 
avowed. Query. Would any class of men have instituted a secret 
society, to act merely as a moral and charitable institution ? But, 
suppose the original design of the masonic institution was merely 
what masons have avowed : ,'mfilho! iriiijoi-taiit question arises, Is it 
possible for a secret society to exist, without becoming corrupt, and 
being turned into an engine of wickedness ? Our Saviour declared 
to the Jewish high priest, " J spake openly to the world ; — and in 
secret have I said nothing." What would now be thought or the 
•■.hurdi, ii -hi: SiH-ml'.i c!n*;! and " fufc" he? dmns, impose obligations 
in secret, and place a perpetual seal upon the lips of her members '. 
Would it any longer be belic-.td that her a"te 'ibjer.t h to prompt" 
the religion of the gospel > Now if the church, which is the purest 
body on earth, eovidnvt and would not be trusted, as a secret soci- 
ety, who can bl.une eoriinemious and jnrliciou-i men, for drawing the 
conclusion, that any secret society, of whatever description, is alto- 
gether unnecessary, and cannot e'sist, without becoming an object of 
suspicion, if not an engine of wickedness. 
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in the Mechanic Arts. So far as this society tends to 
facilitate the theory and practice of mechanism, it may 
be valued for its utility. If its members enter into an 
agreement to shun certain known vices, and lo practise 
certain known virtues, it may be considered as a moral 
society. If they go farther, and engage to appropriate a 
certain portion of their funds for the relief of indigent 
widows and orphans, it may then be regarded both as & 
moral and a charitable institution. 

Considering Freemasonry, therefore, in its original 
design, as a moral, as well as charitable institution, one 
of the first abuses, of which we are called to take notice, 

IS, THE ADMISSION AND RETENTION OP UNPRINCIPLED 

members.* It if absurd to the last degree, not to say 
ridiculous, to think of advancing the cause of morality by 
immoral men. To any man who professes to take the 
Bible for his guide, lo make himself an example to others, 
and to enforce the first principles of moral virtue, and who 
still appears to have no regard to his own moral conduct, 
we may, with propriety, address the language of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles : — " Thou, therefore, who teachest 
another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest 
a man should not steal, dost thou sieal 1 Thou that sayest 
a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
adultery t Thou that abhorresl idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege 1 Thou that niakest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law, dishonorest thou God V There 
cannot be a greater perversion of any moral institution, 
than to admit and retain those members, who counteract 
by their example what they profess to maintain by precept. 

* Freemasons often say, " There are bad men in the Church, as 
well as in our institution." This is true ; hut the cases are not par- 
allel. All person", whether in the church or out, have opportunity 
to know on what principles members are received ; and that these 
principles do not justify the admission and retention of bad men. 
But this cannot be knoii-n with respect to any secret society. Those, 
who do not belong to the masonic institution, have no opportunity to 
judge from principle, but merely from the declarations of its mem- 
bers ; and nothing but such declarations can afford them any evi- 
dence, that the secret principles of Freemasonry do not justify the 
jiiiiiiasion and re tun 'I ju«i -neli vw.\. The fuel, linni'i'j'i! , thai 
there are bad men in the church of Christ, whiic it militates nothing 
against the principles of the Christian religion, dues and must, in re- 
gard to masonry, militate against the principles of the institution. 
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It cannot be denied however, nor ought it to be concealed, 
if it could be, that the masonic fraternity have knowingly 
admitted, and willingly harbored in their community, just 
such members. Such an abuse a3 this, has, in many 
places, rendered the institution an anomaly and a carica- 
ture. There is no part of masonry more public, than 
that masons profess to take the Bible as their guide in 
moral conduct. This they have openly avowed, and 
reiterated, lime out of mind. What a burlesque, then, 
must it be upon every principle of moral virtue, to see 
men, and even those who stand high on the rolls of our 
Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments, conducting like 
libertines! When one of the primary precepts of divine 
truth requires us to deal justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with oar God ; what an incongruity for those, who 
profess to be guided by this " great light," to set at defi- 
ance every principle of honor, honesty, and compas- 
sion, and act as if there were no God to call them to 
account! When the Bible enjoins that "golden rule," 
that summary of the law and the prophets, " Ail things 
whatsoever yc would that men should do lo you, do ye 
even so to them ;" how inconsistent for those, who profess 
to receive its precepts as the rule of their faith and prac- 
tice, lo discover that sordid selfishness, in their intercourse 
witli their fellow men, which characterizes not a few of 
the masonic fraternity! But these are facts, which can- 
dor cannot conceal, and which it would be impious to 
deny. How many, who have voluntarily bound them- 
selves lo the " mystic order," and who are owned and 
acknowledged as " free and accepted masons," are daily 
tending up oaths and curses " into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth," in direct violation of that peremptory com- 
mand, " Swear not at all !" How many there are, also, 
of the same class of men, who are among the first in pro- 
fanation of holy time, in direct defiance of that perpetual 
precept of the divine law, " Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy !" It would, likewise, be the grossest self- 
adulation to evade, and the grossest imposition upon 
others to dispute, the affecting truth, that the Holy Bible 
has sometimes been borne in public by the hand already 
palsied with intemperance, and its sacred truths pro- 
nounced by the tongue already stiffened with the poisoned 
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chalice. If masons are disposed to shut their eyes upon 
such an abuse of a professed moral institution, it is not 
strange thai others should be disposed to write upon the 
walls, and pillars, and furniture of their "temple" — 
" Menu, mene, tekel, vpharsin." 

Another abuse of Freemasonry, which grows directly 
out of the evil to which we have just attended, is, a per- 
version OF THE INSTITUTION FROM ITS PRIMITIVE DESIGN. 

When corrupt man are admitted and retained in any 
society, especially in such numbers as to gain the ascen- 
dency, it is strange indeed if the original object of such 
community is pursued for any length of time, and still 
more strange if the institution is not rendered an engine 
of wickedness. What object can it be fur immoral men 
to promote morality ? Or who can depend upon those, 
who are given to licentiousness, to relieve the distresses 
of the widow and orphan ? They who pamper their own 
lusts, and are determined to pursue a course of sensual 
gratification, will generally make every thing bend, so far 
as possible, to facilitate the execution of their own selfish 
designs. This will account for many lodges, in different 
parts of our country, becoming nurseries of conviviality, 
and even of intemperance ; instead of asylums for the 
poor, the needy, and the afflicted. It has been said, with 
sarcastic severity, but with too much truth, that " Freema- 
sons boast of their moral and charitable institution; but 
they expend more in pageantry and feasting, at one of 
their anniversary celebrations, than in all their acts of 
munificence during the year." Now it is easy to see, that 
any thing lilte this, is a perversion of the original design 
of the masonic association. We have seen that this 
design was, to foster the principles of moral virtue, and 
afford relief to the indigent. Every thing, therefore, 
which tends to counteract this grand and primary object, 
must necessarily tend to sap the whole foundation. It 
must, ton, be the grossest violation of every principle of 
the masonic institution, to make it an instrument of polit- 
ical intrigue, or of sectarian influence. It is impossible 
that this should be done, without removing the *' ancient 
landmarks," and disregarding the strongest obligation of 
every member of the society. But, that such an unhal- 
lowed influence as this, has, from time to time, been 



exerted, in various branches of the masonic community, 
its history fully demonstrates ; and, although many such 
charges against the institution in our own country I 
must think are altogether without foundation; yet we 
ought not, by any means, to consider ourselves beyond the 
reach of corruption. The example of the Illuminees, 
who crept into the lodges of Europe, and converted ma- 
sonry into an engine, which overturned the religion and 
government of a whole nation, should surely prove a most 
solemn admonition to ail the members of the fraternity in 
this infant Republic. A republican government, of ail 
others, affords the fairest opportunity for demagogues and 
men of corrupt minds, to execute their base designs. It 
would not he strange, therefore, if such men, who had con- 
nected themselves with the masonic institution, should 
make every possible attempt, by intrigue and deep laid 
plots, to rob this people of their dearest rights, which our 
fathers purchased with their blood. 

In pursuing the chain of evils, by which the masonic 
institution has been made a subject of abuse, it is not out 
of place to take notice of false pretensions. It is noto- 
rious to every judicious and candid member of the insti- 
tution, that Freemasonry has often been made to rear 
false beacons, and to hold out false colors. Many have 
seemed to suppose, because they are not allowed to tell 
what masonry is, so far as its " mysteries" are coneemed 
that they are authorized, and even obliged, to represent it 
as being what it is not. In order to gratify the curious, 
and raise their highest expectations, they have represented 
the peculiarities of the institution to be something, which 
would strike the peculiar fancies of individuals, or gratify 
their ruling passions : and so have induced persons to 
become members from mercenary motives, which has often 
been the occasion of the greatest degree of disappoint- 
ment and disgust. Some for example, conversing with 
an avaricious man, have led him to believe that masonry 
affords peculiar facilities for the acquisition of wealth, la 
conversing with an ambitious man, they have represented 
the institution as pointing out a very safe and easy road 
to honor and promotion. Men of studious habits have 
been led to believe, by similar false "representations, that 
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it was one grand and principal object of masonry, to lay 
open the ' profoundest mysteries of science and the arts, 
in the most direct, easy and lucid manner. In like man- 
ner have been Ireated men of different professions. The 
attorney has been presented with the highest encourage- 
ment of aid in the mazes of the law; and the divine* 
has been told that masonry throws light upon different 
incidents recorded in the Bible, and teaches to explain 
different passages of scripture, which, otherwise, must 
forever remain in obscurity. Now, to pursue such a,, 
course as this, with those who are ignorant of the myste- 
ries of masonry, is not only to act a dishonest part, but 
must be productive of the most serious and lasting evils. 
It is easy to see, that when any person is initiated to the 



represeiualions, he must not only be disappointed, but 
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sry different kind from what he expected, 
but will probably drive him to abandon the institution 
altogether. It ought ever, therefore, to be a maxim with 
all masons, whenever they say any thing respecting their 
institution, to " speak the words of truth and soberness." 
If they cannot converse with others, without making 
false impressions, and false represenlalions, let them keep 
silence. It may be presumed, that there is not one mason 
in ten, if there is one in a hundred, who has not been in 
some degree disappointed and disgusted in consequence 
of false expectations, raised by the disingenuous allure- 
ments of imprudent members. 

In connexion with the last mentioned abuse of the ma- 
sonic institution, we may add, boasting of its great 

* The writer here speaks from experience. He was repeatedly 
" '■ ■ ■ . - . ".. ■ w: ,s not only a sci- 

entific initiation, but that there were raar.v incidents and passages 
revealed in the Uible, which could be explained only by masonic 
light, This representation he has since found to he altogether firfie. 
Masonry, indued, alludes to scripture; hut I f::ire nowhere found, 
after the most diligent research, that scripture alludes to mnmnry ; 
unless (which is very probable) the sacred w riters allude to it pro- 
phetiattty, in describing the scenes of the latter days. 
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antiquity and pretended patrons.* It seems to be a 
natural and rather curious trait in the human character, 
to value some things merely because they are old, and 
others merely because they are new. It is always impoli- 
tic, however, to claim, for any institution, greater anti- 
quity, than can be fairly made to appear by conclusive 
evidence, in view of tlie public. To prize any thing 1 , 
either because of its real or pretended antiquity, when 
others are' able to see neither internal nor external evi- 
dence of the fact, is rather to turn the subject into ridi- 
cule, and detract from its real merit, than to sanction ita 
utility by proper means, and give demonstration of its ex- 
cellence. When masons, therefore, have boasted that 
their institution is as old as the creation, and that all the 
renowned men of antiquity have been its patrons, they 
have betrayed a want of confidence in what aught to con- 
stitute its reai worth, and which cannot in anywise de- 
pend upon its being either old or young. It matters not 
to me, whether the institution waa founded by Solomon, 
or by John the Baptist, or, what ia more probable, by cer- 
tain mechanics in the sixteenth century ; I consider the 
main question to be, Whether the institution is good or 
bad ; and whether it has maintained or departed from its 
original design? I can, however, with what little know- 



* " Enthusiastic Trie 
»nd covered it with 11 
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principles of mathematical science, and the productions of architec- 
tural skill, have heen confounded with Freemasonry. Whenever a 
«i . , a i, ■, ills; .1 TK'd (he ancient world, lie has heen re- 

solved by ■! -[iccici iif t::c.r;,\ ruelHiiiii-yehrisi-i, or irUelifjClua! chemis- 
try, into a Freemason ; and in all (he secrel institutions of antiquity, 
the footsteps of Lodges have heen traced by the eye of credulity. 
Are!iifrtirfes Pythagoras, Euclid, and Vetruvius, were in all proba- 
bility not Freemasons ; and the love of order, the cultivation of sri- 
ence, the embellishments of taste, and the eublimc and beautiful 
works of art, have certainly existed in ancient, as lliey now do in 
modern limns, wiilioui tim i:;;enov at (''rfieninsmirv." — Bxttnrt fVnm 
the Masonic Address of DewiU Clinton, deHntrtd Sept. 29, 1825. 



ledge I have been able to acquire on the subject, see no 
propriety in celebrating the birth of any ancient patron, 
whether real or supposed ; and, for my own part, I frankly 
confess, that I have never yet seen one spark of substan- 
tial evidence, that either Solomon, or John the Baptiat, 
or John the Evangelist, was a Freemason. I make this 
declaration as an honest man ; and not, by any means, to 
cast reflections upon those, whose judgment may differ 
from mine. I am persuaded also, that the annual cele- 
bration of John Baptist's nativity has, for years past, been 
productive of serious evils, by an example of conviviality, 
not to say intemperance, and an inducement to extrava- 
gance, parade and idleness ; vices which, more than 
almost any thing else, have tended to blast the reputation 
of the order, as a moral and charitable institution. But, 
supposing masonry can boast of great atitiquity, and of 
renowned patrons; what then? This simple fact can 
render it, in its present state, and at the present day, 
neither the better nor the worse. An institution cannot, 
in reality, be any the more valuable for being old, nor any 
the less valuable for being new. I cannot consider Louis 
XVI. any the better for being able to " boast of a long 
line of dead ancestors," who had reigned before him, and 
his claiming the prerogative to wear the crown by "the 
right of blood ;" nor Napoleon Bonaparte any the worse, 
for having placed himself at the head of an intended dy- 
nasty. If antiquity is necessary to prove the value of an 
institution ; then the government under which we live, 
should be undervalued and cried down, merely because it 
was founded in the close of the eighteenth century ; while 
we sing the praises of the British monarchy, because it 
has existed for a thousand years. It is laboring in vain, 
therefore, and spending strength for nought, to attempt 
demonstrating the merits of Freemasonry, by proclaiming 
its antiquity, and celebrating the nativity of a supposed 
ancient patron. Il is true, the pageantry of that day may 
excite the curiosity of idle brains, and give them an itch 
to become acquainted with the " mysteries" of the order ; 
but members, who become such from idle curiosity, can 
afford neither honor nor profit to a charitable and moral 
institution. 

The greatest abuse of Freemasonry, which deserves 



notice on this occasion, is, the inclination of some to 
mould it into a system op relioion. All that can be 
said of masonry, and all that ought to be said of it, in its 
host ami primitive state, is, that it was designed f<ir a 
miral and ckaritnblt. mstitutiiei. '['bus far it may go, 
and no Kvrther. To run it into a system of religion, is an 
outrage upon the go"ptl ol" Cim-;. A man may a-- well 
be a M4lioiin'ihn, or a heatbrn, ns adopt any itim* for a 
system of religion, which <Iq--< wl recognize the atone- 
nif nt of Chrut. This is the liiuncialimi of the Christian's 
faith, the Christian's hope, and (he Christian's saltation. 
For, " there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we can be saved, but -by Jesus 
Christ." Freemasons may be assured, therefore, that 
they cannot do their institution a greater injury, nor more 
effectually disgust and wound the feelings of a Christian 
community, than to frame it into a system of religion. 
There ia not a Christian on earth but must reject and 
abandon masonry, so fir as it sets itself up as a system of 
religion, upon which its votaries may be induced to build 
their hopes of forgiveness and acceptance with God. 
For, there is not a Christian on earth, but must build his 
hopes of salvation entirely upon the atonement of the 
blessed Redeemer. It would be just as consistent to 
erect the constitution of an agricultural society into a sys- 
tem of religion, as to erect the institution of masonry into 
a system of religion. I should consider it just as proper 
to •rive, this scDimcut, "Religion and agriculture : — what 
God hah joined together, let not man put asunder;" as 
to give the sentiment which was given at a recent anni- 
versary, "Religion and masonry : — what God hath joined 
I02f:ther, let not man put asunder,"* 

Here then lies the true secret of that opposition to 
Freemasonrv, which is expressed by some of our most 
serious and conscientious men in society. They have 
considered masons as erecting a system of religion, in 
distinction from, and in opposition to, the religion of the 
gospel. It must be confessed, also, that they have had 
their reasons for so thinking. They have heard the re- 



* Given by Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul's Church, 
Pawtuckct, R. !.— Ed. 
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peated declaration, " Every true mason is a Christian ; 
and every Christian is a mason at heart." They have 
heard it said, in substance, that * religion is masonry, and 
that masonry is religion.' They have seen, in Charts 
and Monitors, prayers and othor forms of religious ser- 
vice, in which neither the name, nor the atonement of 
Christ, is recognized. They have heard the burial ser- 
vice, as now used, which virtually pronounces the de- 
ceased in heaven, let his moral character have been what 
it might. They have seen " the sprig of evergreen," an 
emblem of the immortality of the soul, cast into the grave 
by the professed Deist, and even by those who profess to 
believe that man dies like the beast. They have seen 
the Bible carried in solemn procession, by the same per- 
sons ; and, considering their avowed principles and gene- 
ral conduct, have drawn the very natural inference, " This 
is solemn mockery." Now it must be admitted, that, 
when serious and thinking men judge of masonry by 
what they see in these authorized and sanctioned publi- 
cations, and by the conduct of many masons, who are 
known to be hostile to the religion of Christ and his apos- 
tles, it is not strange that they should fear a general com- 
bination to mould the masonic institution into a religious 
system, opposed to the first principles of the oracles of 
God. That this has been the design of some leading 
masons, who have stood high as members of the frater- 
nity, I have not the least reason to doubt. It may be 
presumed, however, that this is not the design of the ma- 
jority of the "craft," and that they have received the 
forms, to which I have alluded, without ,due considera- 
tion. But, so far as any have intended, that masonry 
shall answer as a substitute for religion, it ought to be 
considered as the grossest abuse and perversion of its 
original design ; and should, in every laudable way, be 
reprobated by those who have pledged themselves to pre- 
serve "the ancient Iand-mark3 of the order." 
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CIVIL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE OF MA- 
SONRY. 

Eztrort from CharUs P. Sumner's Letter to the Suffolk Committee. 

Masonic engagements, whether (hey are called oaths, 
obligations or promises, ought never to be made. They 
are not sanctioned by law, and are no! obligatory. They 
make it a masonic crime to divulge that which the good 
of the community requires should not be concealed. The 
manner in which they are administered, and the matter 
of them, can hardly fail to excite disrespect for the in- 
stitution, in the mind of the person initiated ; but their 
effect is neutralized by some charge, or address, which 
is immediately made by the master, inculcating charity, 
benevolence and candor towards the whole family of man- 
kind, and a cheerful obedience to the laws and magistrates 
of the country in which we live. Masonic obligations 
have no dignity when compared with precepts like these. 

It has been said that Washington in his early life was 
a mason ; but be never went further than the third de- 
gree : I believe that in his time, higher degrees were not 
conferred. It is not possible, by reading any book, to 
know what were the precise terms of Washington's ma- 
sonic obligations : but any body may know that he never 
agreed to kill or be killed for all the masonry in the 
world. It is easy to divine the motives which probably 
induced Mm to become a mason. The Old Charge used 
in his day, when speaking of Civil Magistracy says, " a 
mason is a peaceable subject to the civil rulers, wherever 
be resides or works ; and is never to be concerned in 
plots, and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of 
the nation ; nor behave himself undutifully to inferior 
magistrates." * * * " If a brother should be a rebel against 
the Stales, he is not to be countenanced in his rebellion, 
however he may he pitied as an unhappy man."*** The 
books abound with precepts of loyalty and benevolence. 
It was sentiments like these which induced Washington 
to become a mason ; and a respect for these sentiments 
would have induced him to withdraw his esteem for the 
association, had he lived until the autumn of 182b', and 
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heard of (hat outrage which evinces that masonry, proba- 
bly in some of its high and recently invented degrees, 
can inspire some of its votaries with the grossest miscon- 
ception of their duty to the magistracy and laws of their 
country : — I say in some of its kig/i degrees, for I am con- 
vinced that neither of the three lower degrees irresistibly 
require that the receiver of them should become the per- 
petrator of a crime upon himself or upon anyone else. 
I say this from impressions received between twenty and 
thirty years ago. 

It is probable that Morgan has been murdered. If 
there is any thing in masonic ties that could have induced 
masons to do this, they ought to disregard such ties as a 
lion would disregard a net of cobweb. It will be dis- 
graceful to the institution, if its members do not all do 
their utmost to bring all the abductors of Morgan to legal 
light and legal punishment. In no better method can 
they manifest the loyalty and benevolence which they yet 
continue to declare to be their characteristics. 

In our government " the whole people covenants with 
each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that 
all shall be governed by certain laws for the common 
good." Whoever violates those laws cannot be a good 
citizen — and can he be a good mason 1 

A masonic obligation, if it requires any breach of the 
law, is what no man has a right to impose, even on a 
willing receiver. It is not binding on any one who may 
be so indiscreet as to take it. It cannot come to good. 
As it is imposed in some lodges it is illegal and wicked ; 
and in lodges, where it is the least reprehensible, it goes 
to swell the amount of those idle words which we must 
one day regret. 

The influence of masonry is not favorable to domestic 
happiness. It impairs a man's fondness for the pleasures, 
which, if he does his duty, he may justly expect to find 
at home. I once had occasion to see a man after ten 
o'clock in the evening. I called at his house ; upon 
knocking at the door, I heard the words— walk in, utter- 
ed by a faint voice. I entered the room which served its 
tenants for a parlor and a kitchen. It was enlightened 
by a glimmering lamp. His wife was sitting in a rocking 
chair drawn to the hearth, on which was a small fire 
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scarcely visible. One child was in her arms, and another 
in a cradle, within her reach, which she occasionally 
rocked. I asked her if I might at that !ale hour be per- 
mitted to see her husband. She replied, with a pale and 
melancholy look, " Sir, my husband has yet not returned 
from the Lodge." She then in a sitting posture, bent 
forward over her child, and with a shawl that hung loosely 
over her shoulders she absorbed a starting tear. At that 
very moment her husband was probably in the Lodge 
joining his voice in the words of a favorite masonic song — 

" We are H ue and sincere 
" And just to the fair." 

I withdrew from this mason's house ■with pity for his 
young wife and infant children, and with lessened respect 
for an institution which could thus withhold a husband 
and a father from the first of social duties. 

Masonry alienates the minds of some men from the 
common pursuits of life, and inclines its votaries to things, 
immoderate, incredible, and out of their reach. It styles 
itself but another name for Charity, but il is not modest 
like Charity ; it vaunteth itself and is puffed up. Jn the 
subordinate lodges it delights itself in those songs which 
are denominated masonic, the burden of which is, that 

of princes wherever they go; that they built all the su- 
perb temples and palaces in the world ; that they are em- 
inently benevolent, and the special favorites of the fair. 
It flaunts in the robes and titles that might become the 
high stations of piety or power in the Court of an eastern 
prince. 

In a country, like ours, where all men stand upon a 
level, and where the fields of usefulness and honor are 
open to all, it cannot be consistent with the wisdom of a 
well regulated mind to cultivate those flowers that yield 
no fruit; or to decorate one's self with the ornaments 
that serve to make the wearer of them no more respecta- 
ble than he would be in the plain garments suited to his 
daily calling. 

If a masiin would qualify himself to become a master 
of a lodge, he must load his memory with a mass of mat- 
ter for which the understanding has hut small afliuity. 
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If young men would quit those scenes of almost profitless 
.amusement and attend with equal assiduity the lectures 
on operative masonry and architecture; on chemistry, 
astronomy, botany, anatomy, mineralogy, agriculture or 
mechanics, which might at a small expense be heard in 
every city, and in some villages; they would find more 
satisfaction to their own inquisitive minds and lose none 
of that respectable standing in the community which they 
now enjoy. If some young lawyers would give that por- 
tion of their time to legal and historical studies, which 
some few of them throw away in investigating the self- 
asserted antiquity and universality of Freemasonry, they 
would find themselves in higher request in their profes- 
sion, masters of the Civil Law, the Admiralty Law, and 
Law of Nations ; and possibly their chance would be fair 
as diplomatists, to represent their country in the presence 
of Kings. 

Masonry is said to be a sort of accomplishment suita- 
ble for a traveller; but a knowledge of the language of 
the country he visits, and of the business he goes to 
transact, will set him above the necessity of any aid or 
pleasure to be derived from masonic knowledge or ma- 
remain in their own country, if a man will mind his own 
affairs, and abstain from those habits of moderate drinking, 
at which the genius of masonry takes no offence, he will 
seldom need any of the pecuniary aid that the funds of 
masonry can bestow. 

I have never considered masonry as having any dis- 
tinct political influence in this Commonwealth. There 
are some who seem to think differently ; and it is with 
grief that I have seen in print any insinuation that the 
administration of justice is under masonic influence. I 
am convinced that this is unmerited here. My observa- 
tion does not permit me to believe that such influence has 
extended to any department of government. Let masonry 
be gently divested of its borrowed plumes, but not loaded 
with that which it does not deserve to bear. 

Every man who is a mason will be frank enough to 
confess it, and until the question is proposed to him it 
cannot be right that he should he charged with masonry 
by those who consider it a cause of reproach. Such a 
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charge made against any public functionary, may do harm 
to the Commonwealth rather than to masonry. 

I have recently seen a paragraph which is said to have 
been printed in an oration delivered by Mr. Brainard, a 
distinguished mason, at New London in Connecticut, on 
the iMtli June, 1825. It is in these words : — 

" What is masonry now? it is powerful : it comprises 
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out 
of power, and that in almost every place where power is 
of any importance ; and it comprises among other classes 
of the community, to the lowest, in large numbers, active 
men united together and capable of being directed by the 
efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert through- 
out the civilized world. They are distributed too with 
the means of knowing one another, and the means of 
keeping secret, and the means of co-operating in the desk, 
in the legislative hall, on the bench, in every gathering 
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every enterprize 
of government, in every domestic circle, in peace and in 
war, among enemies and friends, in one place as well as 
another. So powerful indeed is it at this time, that it 
fears nothing from violence either public or private ; for 
it has every means to learn it in season, to counteract, 
defeat, and punish it." 

Having seen masonry only in its three incipient steps, 
and but little or nothing of it for many years past, I am 
not able to attribute to it any such mighty sagacity and 
power as the author of that oration so boldly arrogates 
for it. Every one however will judge of this, as his own 
knowledge and good sense shall dictate. If he has given 
a true description of masonry, it ought to be dreaded as 
a pestilence that walketh in darkness. We have no Po- 
lice vigilant and strong enough to cope with it. It can, 
if it pleases, throw a flood of light upon the last miserable 
scene of Morgan's life. If any part of this mystery of 
iniquity is to remain undeveloped, it must be because 
masonic obligations, have an influence more powerful 
than those of justice. If what Mr. Brainard has said be 
not true, he has done wrong to the cause he advocates, 
and must in the opinion of its friends deserve some pun- 
ishment, perhaps almost as severe as that which awaits 
a man in England who is an utterer of false news, or 
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false and pretended prophecies, calculated to give un- 
founded alarm (□ the people.* 

The abduction of Morgan, which followed soon after 
the publication of that remarkable paragraph, has excited 
perhaps a just belief that the existence of masonry is in- 
compatible with the personal security of those who reveal 
its mysteries. However well or ill founded this belief 
may be, I hope no cause for it will long exist ; but that 
the subordinate Lodges will upon due consideration, sur- 
render their charters to the Grand Lodge, and close this 
great concern, which some pretend has been going on 
(<iuifit!y till now,) ever since the days of Adam. Masonry 
will thus subside and come to a peaceful and honorable 
death. In no better way can masons display the respect 
and benevolence which they feel f,>r their uninitiated 
brethren of the human family, than by voluntarily walk- 
ing with them on the common level of citizenship. 



MASONRY PRODUCTIVE OF NO PERMANENT MORAL 
GOOD. 

Erfrocferf/nro «rUmg, of So,. John G. Stcarm.\ 

If masonry be what it professes, its direct tendency 
must be to nourish the piety of the heart and the graces 
of the divine Spirit. Does it have such a tendency? 
Are those Christians who devote themselves to masonry 
and have made the greatest advances, and even searched 
ail its mysteries, any more wise, godly, and useful than 
many others who have no knowledge of masonry? I will 
leave facts to speak for themselves, and my readers to 
judge for themselves, and I presume they will aoree that 



' i Vol. Biackstone-s Commentaries, p. 149. 

f Mr. Stearns's Volume entitled "An Inquiry info the Nature 
and Tendency of Speculative Freemasonry," is one of the ablest 
subject. Its service to the 
* ™rl e n °f it". tET'S* haa Pr° bib > been Staler than that of any 
work of the kind. Five edition, have already been published.— Ed. 
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siich Christians often appear to possess the least of the 
humble spirit of the Saviour. 

If it be the tendency of masonry to gratify and comfort 
the pious heart, and promote its spiritual growth, why do 
bo many godly members of the fraternity forsake it and 
proclaim its leanness 1 The reason Mr- Bradley gives is, 
other important callings occupy their attention and ren- 
der it inconsistent for them to attend the meetings of the 
lodges. This may be true in some cases, but not in all ; 
nor does it answer the objection he has anticipated. The 
objection is, " Why do many good men who once attend- 
ed the lodges, now neglect them ?" Many good men do 
forsake the lodges, not, however, because of other pres- 
sing calls, but because masonry does not satisfy them. 
There are many devout, praying, living Christians, orna- 
ments to the cause, and lights in the world, who have 
utterly abandoned the pursuits of masonry, and on their 
death beds, have refused its funeral honors. Mr. B.* 
must have known this. Why has he passed it in silence 1 

If masonry possesses those excellences which masonic 
writers ascribe lo it, why do not those men, when they 
forsake masonic lodges, forsake the church, the bible, and 
the cause of Christ? Why do they forsake masonry for 
Christianity? If they forsook Christianity too, the thing 
could be reconciled. But that they should still manifest 
n more devout attachment to it, and an increasing relish 
for its requirements, while they lose their relish for ma- 
ionry — and view it as wanting the one thing needful — 83 
possessing nothing which nourishes the piety of the heart, 
and as inconsistent with the Christian profession ; are 
things altogether unaccountable on any other ground, 
than that masonry is not of God, nor what it pretends to 
be. This objection can never be raised against Christi- 
anity. It never has been said, and never can be sairl, in 
truth, that good men utterly forsake it for something else, 
and remain good men, and even better than they were 
before. 

The man who forsakes Christianity, forsakes God, his 
duty, and the path to heaven, or any thing else which 



* Mr. B., since the publication of his work, has renounced ma- 
sonry.— Ed. 
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rendered them more useful in the world. For men to 
forsake masonry because they are disgusted with it, and 
find something more excellent in the Bible, is very differ- 
ent from what it is to forsake it because they are crowd- 
ed with other important callings. The latter may some- 
times be the case, the former is often the case ; and is an 
open avowal of the emptiness of masonry, and of its utter 
insufficiency to satisfy a pious mind. 

What support does masonry afford the people of God ? 
They are favored with divine support, but whence is it 
derived? "I will pray the Father," said Jesus, "and 
he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth." This Spirit 
is the only source of consolation to the afflicted people of 
God. Take this away and there is nothing to sustain 
them in the trials of life. Wil! any person say that this 
Spirit, the comforter of saints, belongs to masonry ? 
What a poor system of religion is that which has in it no 
Holy Spirit ! What is there here to eucourage and sup- 
port the children of the Saviour, as they pass through 
great tribulation lo the kingdom? 

Masonry may afford momentary consolation to a phari- 
see, or hypocrite, who builds his hope on his own right- 
eousness ; but the man who rests his hopes on the merits 
of Christ crucified, (hirsts for something to sustain his 
heart, far superior to a comfortless system, in which there 
is no Holy Ghost. If there be something in masonry 
which God has designed as a peculiar support for his peo- 
ple, masons will be found guilty for locking it up as a 
secret. Why may not all classes, and both Eexes, be ad- 
mitted to it on God's terms, " without money and with- 
out price?" The fact is, there is nothing in masonry 
which a suffering or a dying man needs ; he may endure 
afflictions, live to the glory of his Maker, and die in com- 
plete triumph, without the aid, and without the hopes of 
masonry. 

When a man is called to die, it is the most awful, the 
most important period of his existence ! Then he needs 
consolation ; then he needs something lo sustain his sink- 
ing spirit, and to scatter light on his dark path. What 
will become of a poor deluded creature, when called to 
die with no better hope than that which is inspired by a 



religion in which there is no sanctifying Spirit of God, 
and which expunges from it the very name of " our Lord 
Jesus Christ?" On what rock wilt he then stand ? The 
splendid edifice he has long labored to rear, will fail upon 
his own head, and bury him beneath its ruins. I would 
say to such an one, unless you possess a righteousness far 
superior to that which is derived from masonry, you must 
be damned. You must be justified by the righteousness 
of " our Lord Jesus Christ," or perish in your sins. 
" Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all they who put their trust in him." 

According to masonic writers, if masonry were univer- 
sally known, it would destroy the institution. "Were the 
privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately bestowed, the 
design of the institution would be subverted." " Were 
these secrets communicated, they would be of no material 
service to mankind ; their appropriate use is to distin- 
guish our brethren of every nation, and kindred, and lan- 
guage." Are. there no other secrets in masonry, than 
those particular signs, by which masons distinguish each 
other? What are the degrees and ceremonies in each ? 
They are as profoundly secret to the world as those 
signs are. If these were communicated to the world, the 
institution would be subverted, and mankind would re- 
ceive no benefit from them. 

What does Mr. Town say of the degrees, especially of 
the sixth? " With these views the sixth degree is con- 
ferred, where the riches of divine grace are opened in 
boundless prospect." The manner in which the riches 
of divine grace are thus unfolded, is a secret to all hut 
masons, as much as any particular sign is. Would it be 
of no particular service to mankind, were they permitted 
to draw near and behold the riches of divine grace open- 
ed before them in boundless prospect? Is this of any 
service to masons ? Why not of equal service to others ? 

According to Mr. Bradley, the secrets of masonry are 
designed to prevent their bestowing charity on any but 
masons. "The importance of secrecy with us is such, 
that we may not be deceived in the dispensing of our 
charities, that we may not be betrayed in the tenderness 
of our benevolence, or that others usurp the portion which 
is prepared for those of our family." If a poor sufferer 
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makes application to masons, tells them he is a mason and 
entitled to their charily, had he no token to give by which 
thqy should recognize him, they might be deceived and 
betrayed, and bestow their charity on one for whom it 
was not designed. This shows that masonry is a system 
of supreme selfishness, and its pretended benevolence the 
bare love of party. 



FREEMASONRY A SYSTEM FRAUGHT WITH DECEP- 
TION AND DETRIMENTAL TO HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

Extract /rem Leilas of TUi: Jmbm llradicj. a Seceding Mason. 

This will appear, without any veil to cover its enormity 
of crime, if you will condescend to examine critically the 
constitution, by-laws, amendments, resolutions, and trans- 
actions of the fraternity, since it was established in 
America. Let antecedent ages roll, burdened with all 
kinds of traditions, idolatry and superstition, from which 
speculative masonic writers and the devotees of the craft 
have picked here and there an atom, which being melted 
in their flaming imaginations, and brought forth among 
stonecutters; they have clothed it, and denominated this 
mere creature of fancy, Speculative Freemasonry. 
Under this name, many of the fraternity in Europe have 
conjured up more than 50 degrees, and conferred titles 
upon certain members, taken from all the crowned heads 
amidst the vast kingdom that have flourished around the 
globe since Japheth dwelt in the tents of Shem. Restless 
as the ocean and proud as Lucifer, they have multiplied 
degrees and flattered their brethren to obtain them. 
When they had taken three degrees they were greeted as 
having obtained great information in masonry, and were 
told that " the ancient landmarks of the order were in- 
trusted to their care." They are now called Master 
Masons. When individuals hare passed the Arch, and 
obtained the knowledge of a certain mysterious hug, and 
have been intrusted how lo open and close a chapter, 
4 
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they are pronounced wise, virtuous and highly favored 
among mortals. A few words of the charge given to a 
companion, will confirm my assertion and show the impo- 
sition of masonry, for it abounds in every degree: 

" Worthy companion, you are now exalted to the 
sublime and honorable degree, of a Royal Arch mason. 
Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the 
summit and perfection of ancient masonry." 

Is this true 1 Why then are the higher degrees called 
ancient? Why is the 14th degree called Perfection? 
I beseech you candidly to examine into the nature and 
existence of all their multiplied forms of deception, their 
obscure interpretations, charters, diplomas, dues, con- 
tinuance of membership, dresses and implements, &.c. 
&c, and seriously inquire what all these labors, consump- 
tion of time and property, have benefited millions who 
have been connected with the order in all its mutations 
and progress amid civilized nations? A few well organ- 
ized churches of Christ have done more in instructing 
the ignorant, in comforting the sick, in feeding the 
hungry, in clothing the naked, and proclaiming glad 
tidings to mankind, than the whole hosts of masons have 
done around the globe, since the commencement of their 
existence. 

Masonry in every country has heen changing its posi- 
tions, constitutions, obligations and lectures, and muffling 
itself in fine robes, smiling and courting certain virtuous 
characters to form an affinity with it, that others might think 
favorably of it, and in this way aid in opening wider its 
jaws to the innocent, and proclaim abroad that the great, 
the learned and the good were members of this " ancient 
and honorable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons." 
Here permit me to say, without fear of contradiction, that 
those great and good men, of whom masons are contin- 
ually boasting, never concerned themselves about its 
financial affairs and intriguing management. Those 
great men occasionally visited a Grand Lodge or a Grand 
Chapter, heard an oration on masonry, and then retired 
and left the transactions of the fraternity to others. — 
Why is this? Because these gentlemen have other avo- 
cations, more honorable to themselves and more important 
to their fellow men, than to spend their time or inter- 
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meddle any longer with the belittling system of masonry. 
These gentlemen in their younger years may have been 
masters of lodges, or high priests of chapters ; but they 
are no more fascinated with the low, foolish and degraded 
work of bringing about of candidates, &c. &c. As many 
may be offended at my renouncing masonry, and my 
plainness in staling my conviction of its fallacy, I beg 
leave to say, that the whole system, so far as I can trace 
it back, is deceptive and its members who frequent lodges 
and chapters become discordant and contentious — for 
they find nothing in masonry to render them happy, anil 
they see many things wrong and find many individuals 
with whom they cannot hold fellowship, or even walk in 
procession at the solemnities of a funeral. 

At present I will only glance at the fraternity in Amer- 
ica. Enough has taken place in our own country, if 
suitably laid before the public, that would make all men 
gaze with astonishment, who were not twice dead and 
buried beneath the lumber of traditions, gathered from the 
antediluvians and a thousand wayward transgressors of 
God's holy law. 

The first Grand Lodge in America was formed in 
Boston in July, 1733, and received its charter from Eng- 
land. A war amoufl th<:*c. brothers in Boston and ill 
England soon commenced, and a second Grand Lodge 
was formed in Boston in December, 1769, and received 
its charters from Scotland. Here contention reigned, and 
calumny biowed loud her trumpet through every street. 
In September, 1781, a Grand Lodge was formed in the 
city of New-York, having received its warrant from the 
DukeofAthol. Only sis years after the date of their 
warrant, the masters and wardens of the several lodges 
met; having been duly notified, closed their lodge sine 
die, and then formed a Giand Lodge, independent of the 
Duke of Athol, and paid him no more tribute. Here all 
their former obligations were considered void and new 
ones formed to support the laws and the regulations of 
the Grand Lodge of the state of New- York. From those 
days till the present, animosities, fraud, evil speaking, 
conventions called, divisions made, and every kind of 
malevolence and even the murder of Morgan justified, 
and desperadoes supported from masonic funds to unite 
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and publish defamation against the rulers of our nation 
and the ministers of Jesus, whose characters are fair 
among the churches, and their preaching attended by 
the influences of the Holy Spirit to the salvation of souls. 
Now, my brethren, if you do not believe me, read for 
yourselves. Find, if you can, one single chapter or verse 
in the sacred scriptures, where speculative masonry is 
mentioned, or supported. All those passages which have 
been published in their books, and their having the Bible 
open in their lodges, is a piece of deception, and was 
invented to obtain influence among the more serious parts 
of community, that not only the men of the world, but 
members of churches might be taken by the craft; 
the fountains of justice defiled, the temple of the living 
God filled with confusion, the pillars of government torn 
away, and " the whole wheel of nature set in a blaze." 

Every mason who has taken ten degrees or more, can 
either recollect, or can turn to obligations published in 
part belonging to those degrees, and can easily discern, 
that those obligations have been formed by different men, 
at different times ; and by men extremely ignorant of the 
obligations taken in the lower degrees and are wicked 
beyond the power of language to describe. In these 
obligations one destroys the other, and therefore it is very 
deal to me, that no set of men in any age, or country in 
one assembly at. the same time ever formed these prepos- 
terous and over varying obligations. And I know, and 
so do many in the fraternity, that these obligations are 
very much abridged in some States, and augmented in 
others, even in our own country. In New-England, 
where masonry has been in some degree systematized, a 
general accordance prevails in administering the obliga- 
tions ; but pass those States, and a scene of confusion, 
contradiction and discordant modes of work in lodges 
and chapters abound from the lakes of Canada to the 
gulf of Mexico. Yet all the candidates are told, through 
this vast ranee of country, that no more is imposed upon 
them, through all the humiliating conditions in which 
they are placed, than was imposed upon our ancient and 
honorable brethren who were made masons before us. 
Here deception reigns, and the candidate is taught to 
believe what he afterwards finds by travelling, or con- 
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Tersing with masons from other States and countries, a 
falsehood. If these assertions be not credited, let a 
Master Mason converse with a French Mason, or visit one 
of their lodges and see them work; or a Royal Arch 
Mason visit any city in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see or Missouri, and hoar the obligations and see their 
mode of work. I could here show the vast difference 
that exists, but I shall not at this time write on this point ; 
though I do not value those obligations that I have taken 
of any efficacy to me, or that I ought to obey them ; for I 
am fully convinced that all masonic authorities are with- 
out any reasonable foundation. 

In my first, or this communication, I have not sought 
to argue upon the absurdity of secret societies; for this 
has been ably enough done by Anti-masons in many 
papers, and especially by the Elucidator of Utica, to con- 
vince any individual who is anxious to obtain satisfaction 
upon this subject. My design has been to state fairly, 
my connexions and conclusions about masonry. Far be 
it from me, to wish to kindle up any indignant feelings 
against an individual member of any Lodge, Chapter, 
Encampment or any body called Masonic ; but to let the 
public know my present views of those systems; "for 
they are many," and invented at different periods, and 
for various purposes, and so blinded that it is not a very 
easy task to seize all their ramifications and hold them up 
to wither under the sunbeams of truth. Neither do I 
mean to cast any reflections upon those who conferred 
degrees upon me, nor charge myself with sins unpardon- 
able, in being instrumental in deceiving many; for I was 
captivated with the same fascinating delusion, that those 
were who brought me to their altars, &c. &c. If I were 
now to ballot for candidates, and aid in conferring 
degrees, as I formerly did, my criminality would be 
great. In those labors I firmly believe I shall never 
engage. And can you, my brethren, who enjoy the 
humble and soul nourishing influences of the Spirit of 
Christ ? Can those lifeless ceremonies and repetitions 
which we used in lodges and chapters afford you any real 
consolation? Are you still tenaciously fond of masonry, 
after all that has transpired, that has been said and 
written upon this subject? What can you expect to ac- 
4* 
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complish by continuing your membership 1 The alarm is 
given, investigation lias commenced, and more than five 
millions have been roused from lethargy, who will not be 
persuaded to lie down and sleep, while about two thousand 
masonic halls enclose secret assemblies, (at least one per 
month,) who dare not utter their transactions to their 
most intimate companions and friends who belong not to 
the fraternity ? Can you enjoy religion, and feel the 
sanctifying influences of grace, while you are daily con- 
tending for the existence of an institution that has 
received its death blow, and must inevitably expire? 
Perhaps you fear the consequences, and are unwilling to 
encounter the calumnies and falsehoods that masonic 
presses pour out in torrents upon all who dare lease the 
order ? This you may expect, for none have escaped who 
were influential among them. Had I not been willing to 
have my name cast out as evil and to have all kinds of 
falsehoods published against me, and even expose myself 
to frowns, jests, and as much contemptuous treatment as 
these giants in infidelity can raise against me through all 
the ranks o" their beardless militia, I would have held my 
peace. 

But, my brethren, what have we professed and what 
are our obligations to Gud, his church, and the world of 
mankind? Is this vain world a friend to grace? We 
must pass through evil report and good report. It is 
through great tribulation that we enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Shall the righteous cower and forsake the cause 
of God in an evil day? Is it not said in the book of 
God, that they "look up and are as bold as a lion"? 
" Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him." 
Read the 8th chapter of Romans, and then ask yourselves 
if you can fear the frowns, "threats, and contempt of mor- 
tals ? A lying spirit is abroad, and speaks through all 
masonic presses, and this spirit inflames all who hate the 
truth, and will make them wax worse and worse, till 
sudden destruction shall overwhelm these workers of 
iniquity, to the astonishment of every beholder. Then 
masonry will rise no more to trouble Zion, and spread 
delusion and death amid civilized nations. 
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THE TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY TO INFIDELITY. 

Extract from Thuclier's Letters to a bratlier in the Church. 

You inquire " what evidence I have, that masonry 
leads directly to infidelity 1" and, if " it is pretended that 
masonry and the system of illuminism ate mutually coup- 
led together I" If you had said systems of illui»inism, I 
think you would have given a more just representation of 
the subject. Illuminism, I conceive to be one; but its 

fidel Philosophy, comprising all its doctrines, and shades 
of doctrine, from Deism, to Atheism and complete skep- 
ticism. The systems of this philosophy are exceedingly 
various, and so artfully either contrived" or adopted, as lo 
"deceive, if it were possible, the very elect." I speak 
of systems belonging to illuminism, as either contrived or 
adopted; because this infidel philosophy has indeed con- 
trived some, and adopted others, already fitted for its re- 
ception. Of some of these systems you ha :e given the 
names; as, the "Society of Carbonari" in Germany, the 
" United Irishmen," and the " Ribbon-men," in Ireland, 
&.C. You justly observe, that "distinctions lif.e these 
are of little consequence, where one grand object is in 
view." Yet, I think, you have fallen into a mistake, and 
confounded (he systems of illuminism with illuminism 
itself. Illuminism, I grant, is the same, in every place, 
and in every country ; whether it is called " Philosophy," 
" Reason," " Liberty and Equality," or " Infidelity." Its 
systems, however, are not only as various, but as distinct 
as its names ; and exactly adapted to answer its own pur- 
poses, though suited to the different temperaments, man- 
ners and habits of different nations. By systems, I here 
mean, those different combinations and societies, organ- 
ized and governed in very different ways, professing to 
promote entirely different objects; but whose grand and 
ultimate design has always centred in infidelity. Now, I 
ask, What system was adopted by the illumineea of 
France, in order to " crush the Wretch," and lo accom- 
plish their designs against religion and government? To 
trace all their plans, and develope all their schemes of 
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wickedness, would require more lime, talents and learn- 
ing, than can be commanded by me, or perhaps by you. 
The following however, are among some of the measures 
which they adopted : To hold secret correspondence, to 
circulate infidel tracts, control and corrupt the press, and 
to superintend the instruction of children and youth. 
Some of their bolder steps, were, to publish their Ency- 
clopedia, seize upon the Royal Academy, and bring it 
entirely under their corrupting influence ; and to instil 
, n ol infidelity mto every primary and public 

tbe^sought, and even obtained, the keys of the public 

tihrf The king, and contrived to fill the most important 
offices with their own adepts. Now, it could not be ex- 
pected, that such men, capable of devising ami pm ' ' 
such measures, would suffer such an institution as the 
masonic to escape either their notice or their influence. 
A.-corrtint'lv we are assured, by Professor Robison the 
Abbe Barruel, and others, upon (he best authority, that 
the three desrei-s of masonry wore no sooner transplanted 
from England to France, than the institution was seized 
upon both by the Jesuits and the Illuminces. The first 
soon relinquished their hold, and then endeavored to 
crush the institution; the others held on, and moulded 
it into just such a shape as would best answer their de- 
signs. They contrived additional degrees ; such as have 
(since been adopted, and are now in use in the United 
States. They introduced new, and additional ornaments, 
in dress and jewelry, to please the fancy, and to cscito 
the curiosity of "the profane." Ill short, they found, in 
Freemasonry, the very engine, which they had long desir- 
ed ; and it proved just such a system, as answered their 
highest and most sanguine expectations. It is true, they 
eventually formed distinct, and what have been called, 
"Illuminated Lodges;" but they still kept their hold 
upon the mother institution. 



* John ltonison, LL. D. Professor of Natural Philosophy in Ed- 
inburg University ; member of the American Philosophical Society ; 
ami of the Royal Society it Manchester; and foreign member of the 
Imperial academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg.— Ed. 
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Here then, it appears, that the illuminees* did not 
"personate" Freemasonry, but adopted it, as a system al- 
ready fitted io their hand, which they could mould and 
use at pleasure, to carry into execution their schemes of 
infidelity. This view of the subject corresponds precisely 
with Professor Robison's account of the institution, and 
the manner in which it was moulded and adapted to the 
designs of French infidelity. The Professor shows, sat- 
isfiictfirily, that Freemasonry originated in England ; that 
it existed there, only in the three first degrees ; and that 
it was not considered of any serious importance, but 
merely as a kind of diversion for young men, affording 
them opportunity to pass away a leisure hour, or to in- 
dulge themselves in occasional convivial intercourse. — 
That I have not mistaken the views of Dr. Robison, on 
this subject, 1 think will clearly appear in the following 
extracts : — " In my early life," says this learned and saga- 
cious Professor, " I had taken some part in the occupations 
(shall I call them) of Freemasonry ; and having chiefly 
frequented the lodges on the continent, I had learned 
many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which had 
no place in the simple Freemasonry which obtains in this 
country." [England.] " 1 had also remarked, that the 
whole was much more the object of reflection and thought 
than I could remember it to have been among my ac- 
quaintances at home. There I had seen a mason lodge 
considered merely as a pretext for pa-tdnis an hour or 
tteo in a sort of decent conviviality, not altogether void 
of some rational occupation." [Introduction to Proofs of 
Conspiracy, p. 7.] 

" I was importuned by persons of the first rank to pur- 
sue my masonic career through many degrees unknown 
in this country. But all the splendor and elegance I 
saw, could not conceal a frivolity in every part. ap- 
peared a baseless fabric." [Ibid, p. 8.] 

Speaking of the attention with which he was treated, 
at a certain festival, where "the simple system" of Eng- 
lish Freemasonry prevailed, he says, " I do not suppose 



* The Illuminees, as individuals, were very numerous, long before 
the " Obder or Ilhtmimati," properly so called, had an exist- 
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that the Parisian Freemasonry of forty-five degrees could 
give me more entertainment." [Ibid, p. 30.] 

Of the origin of this system of Freemasonry, the Pro- 
fessor remarks, " Some curiosity, however, remained, and 
some wish to trace this plastic mystery to the pit from 
which (he clay had been dug, which had been moulded 
into so many shapes, * some to honor, and some to dis- 
honor,' " [Ibid, p. 10.] 

"I was frequently sent back into England, from whence 
all agreed that Freemasonry Had been imported into Ger- 
many. I was frequently led into France and into Italy. 
There, and more remarkably in France, I found that the 
lo.lj.-es had been the haunts of many projectors and fa- 
natics, both in science, in religion, and in politics, who 
had availed themselves of the secrecy and the freedom of 
speech maintained in these meetings, to broach their par- 
ticular whims, or suspicious doctrines, which, if published 
to the world in the usua! manner, would have exposed the 
authors to ridicule or to censure.'' [Ibid, pp. II, 12.] 

" In their bands, Freemasonry became a thing totally 
unlike to the system (if it may get such a name) imported 
from England ; and some lodges had become schools of 
irreligion and licentiousness." [Ibid.] 

"It [Freemasonry] seems indeed peculiarly suited to 
the talents and taste of that vain and ardent people [the 
French.] Baseless and frivolous, it admits of every form 
that Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend it to tho 
young, the gay, the luxurious ; that part of society which 
alone deserves their care, because in one way or another 
it leads ail other classes of society." [Ibid, p. 13.] 

" It has accordingly happened, tliat the homely Free- 
masonry imported from England has been totally changed 
in every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascen- 
dency of French brethren, who are (o be found every 
where, ready to instruct the world ; or by the importation 
of the doctrines, and ceremonies, and ornaments of the 
Parisian lodges. Even England, the birth-place, of ma- 
sonry, has experienced the French innovations; and all 
the repeated injunctions, admonitions, and reproofs of the 
old lodges, cannot prevent, those in different parts of the 
kingdom from admitting the French novelties, full of tin- 
sel and glitter, and high sounding titles." [Ibid.] 
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" The French innovations in Freemasonry were quickly 
followed in ail parts of Europe, by the admission of simi- 
lar discussions, although in direct opposition to a standing 
rule, and declaration made to every newly received Brother, 
' that nothing touching the religion or government shall 
ever be spoken of in the lodge.' But the lodges in 
other countries followed the example of France, and have 
frequently become the rendezvous of innovators in religion 
and politics, and other disturbers of the public peace. In 
short, I have found that the covert of a masonic lodge 
had been employed in every country, tor venting and pro- 
pagating sentiments in religion and politics, that could 
not have circulated in public without exposing the author 
to great danger. I found that this impunity had gradual- 
ly encouraged men of licentious principles to become more 
bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all our notions 
of morality — of all our confidence in the moral govern- 
ment of the universe — of all our hopes of improvement in 
a future stale of existence — and of all satisfaction and con- 
tentment with our present life, so long as we live in a 
state of subordination, I have been able to trace these 
attempts, made, through a course of jifty years, under the 
specious pretext of enlightening the world by the torch of 
philosophy, and of dispelling the clouds of civil and re- 
ligious superstition, which keep the nations of Europe in 
darkness and slavery. I have observed these doctrines 
gradually diffusing and mixing with oil the dijfr.rmt sys- 
tems of Fresmusonry ; till, at last, an Association has 
been formed* for the express purpose of rooting out all 

THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, AND ' OVKRTURNING ALL 
THB EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE." [Ibid, p. 14.] 

"In short," says Professor Robison, " we may assert, 
with confidence, that the mason lodges in France were 
the hot-beds, where the seeds were sown, and tenderly 
reared, of all the pernicious doctrines which soon after 
choaked every moral and religious cultivation, arid have 
made the Society worse than a waste, have made it a noi- 
some marsh of human corruption, filled with every rank 
and poisonous weed." [Proofs of Conspiracy, p. ^o.] 

In allusion to Freemasonry having originated in Eng- 
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land, and the manner in which it was received in other 
countries, he says, " Tims did the fraternity conduct 
themselves, and thus were they considered by the public, 
sc7scji it was earned ttver frum Kngiuxd the rmiiiiitnt ; 
and here it is to be particularly remarked, that all our 
Brethren abroad profess to have received the Mystery of 
Freemasonry frum Britain. [Ibid, p. 26.] 

Having spoken of the additional Degrees, contrived 
and attached by the French, to the three first, which 
originated in England, the Professor continues — " These 
facts and observations fully account for the zeal with 
which all this patch-work addition to the simple Freema- 
sonry of England was prosecuted in France. It surprises 
us, Britons, who are accustomed to consider the whole 
as a matter of amusement for young men, who are glad of 
any pretext for indulging in conviviality." [Ibid, p. 37.] 

Of the German lodges, he says, " All of them received 
their institution from England, and had patents from a 
mother lodge in London. All seem to have got the 
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends 
of the Stuart family." — " Freemasonry was then of the 
simplest form, consisting of the three degrees of Appren- 
tice, Fellow-craft, and Master." [Ibid, p. 54.] 

Again, he says, that the French, who undertook to 
improve the Germans, declared "that the home-spun 
Freemasonry, which had been imported from England, 
.was fit only tor the unpolished minds of the British ; but 
that in France it had grown into an elegant system, fit for 
the profession of gentlemen." [Ibid, p. 58.] The Ger- 
mans, however, not being altogether so credulous as the 
French desired, stood in doubt of such innovations, and 
thought " that the safest thing for them was an appeal to 
the birth-place of masonry. They sent to London for 
instructions. There they learned, that nothing was ac- 
knowledged for genuine unsophisticated masonry but 
three degrees; and that the mother lodge of London alone 
could, by her instructions, prevent the most dangerous 
schisms and innovations." [Ibid, p. 59.] 

In view of these copious extracts from Professor Robi- 
son, it is easy to see, that Great Britain was, indeed, " the 
birth-place of Freemasonry ;" that it existed there only in 
the three first degrees ; that it has been moulded into va- 
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rious shapes and systems ; that it was exactly fitted for an 
engine of infidel philosophy, particularly as new modelled 
and ornamented by the French ; and that it was used for 
the very purpose of fostering infidelity, for at least "ffty 
years" before the " Otdet of llluminaii" had an exist- 
ence, and literally became the harbinger of this atheis- 
tical and revolutionizing association. It seems, therefore, 
that instead of this new system being disowned, and de- 
nied fellowship by the masons, and the lodges being 
" closed, as if to exclude the dangerous innovater ;" the 
system of Freemasonry became ihe real mother of Illu- 
minism, and the "Order of Illuminati" was the legiti- 
mate child of the Freemason's lodge. It does seem " that 
the mason lodges were the hot-btds, where the seeds were 
sown and tenderly reared of all the pernicious doctrines 
which soon after ehoaked every moral or religious cultiva- 
tion, and haoe made the society worse than a. waste, have 
made it a noisome marsh of hitman corruption, filed with 
every rank and poisonous weed." 

Such, is some of the evidence, that Freemasonry has 
led directly to infidelity in Europe; and I purpose now 
to show, that it has an equally dangerous tendency in this 
country. 

We cannot suppose, that so large and fair a portion of 
the earth as America, should be entirely free from the 
machinations of infidelity ; nor have we any reason to 
believe, that such an extensive and opulent society as the 
masonic fraternity have arisen to be in this country, would* 
be overlooked by the eagle eyes of the Illuminati. There 
is no society on earth, in which infidelity can remain 
more effectually concealed, and more effectually carry on 
its secret operations. It is convenient for illuminism to 
have its own societies, whose avowed object, every one 
knows, is, to propagate its own doctrines. But, it is still 
more convenient to employ societies, ■professedly devoted 
to other objects; because, in these.it can more easily 
" conceal the hand that gives the blow." That societies 
of the first kind, which I have mentioned, exist in this 
country, there can be no reasonable doubt. The society 
of " United Irishmen," was formed in the United States, 
years ago. Beside this, there have existed lodges, in sev- 
eral sections of the country, which originated from the 
5 



50 



"Grand Orient of Paris." We may doubtless add, 
" The Society of Odd Fellows." 

Now, if French infidelity has gained such a footing, 
and been of so long standing, in this country ; what evi- 
dence can we have, that our Indies, chapters and en- 
campments are free from its influence ? There are cer- 
tainly very many leadinir masons, of high standing, in 
this country, who are Deists: and I have personally 
known several, who were not ashamed to avow their athe- 
ism. Besides, it is beyond all dispute, that many of the 
higher degrees of masonry, as practised in this country, 
were imported directly from France. Masons will not 
admit that these degrees were manufactured in this coun- 
try ; and they certainly did not originate in England. In 
1730, there were but three dcgre.is of masonry known, 
either in England or in America. In the British 

Parliament passed an act,' prohibiting any more than 
three <k»ru:i being given in that kingdom. English gen- 
tlemen, who took any higher degrees than the three first, 
received them on the continent. When, therefore, we 
consider, that the masonic institution, in this country, 
embraces from three to forty, fbrty five, or forty eight de- 
grees, (some say more,) and that t!ie most of these de- 
grees were imported from infidel France ; we cannot rea- 
sonably doubt for a moment, that illumiuism exists, to a 
very great extent, in this institution, ewn in the United 
States. Accordingly, this fact was testi'.ied, on the best 
authority, years ago. " A letter from a man of the first 
respectability in New England, written in 1798, says, 
' Iliuminism exists in this country. And the impious 
mockery of the sacramental supper, as described by Mr. 
Robisnn, has been acted hero.' The writer proceeds to 
state, that his informant, a respectable mason, and a prin- 
I'.lpnl officer of that brotherhood, declares, that anions the 
higher orders of masons in this country, ibis piece of 
illnminism (the mockery of the holy supper) is at times 
practised." [See Smith on the Prophecies, 2d ed. p. 176.] 
Since making the above extract, 1 have received a 
letter from the author of thai celebrated dissertation, 
which, being a little more circumstantial, and giving ctr- 



* George III, 1799. 
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tain authorities which I do not find in the work, I here 
insert in full. 

Hanover, Mass. Ju_ve 29, 1S29. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Your letter h liafore \ne ; and 1 return an answer by transmitting 

to you tliii fi!!i;niiil^ i'>:ir;ii'!~ ir-.ini llm scculid edi'inn ul" iiiy [>i-:.cr- 
faiion on tin: i'iii|iliriii-, i^iiili-iurd IS years aj;o. " Pre ..id tint 
Dwifrht, in 17B3, n role llius, ' 1 llmiiinkni c\i-ls in this country ; and 

Tin.' in.j.ions tiioi'ktry ot the -ao. int. de-uricd liv Riii>i-uii, tins 

been aited litre.' ^saiu : ' Under these eircimi«iaiice-, (says Dr. 




tli'ft iiuiF'i, in a h-r-er to Dr. Dwi^di!, dutcd _\i,ird> ■>';. iNM, s : jys, 
'till.' luiisLt; in l-.nl-ir.i.nl'i, (V",i.) to which you allude, cJic.1 llifi 
I'ii tK-ii Inil^c, \n« cci.iiiiii'Cd, liv in.:, a? under tliu modern term of 
masonry (illutt.inism.)' In an oilier letter from the aaina to Preai- 
il:i!i JJrt-ylit, !n? s,iys, ' That you had ;,.jxl reason to .v.ioiiee! lire de- 




S-fWe [In- sjiiiii. nt licslililv n^a-.ii 
and No»n up imo a shine. Hen 



iflig.icy autiinpl. was proposed, minmvd, mid ! 
!(!:■!■ these cimuu.iiaiicj.'S, writ !u,,ndi:d tin- sue: 
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signs of the French lodge, at Portsmouth, I have no reason, nor e\ 
had, to doubl. Their work w,,s ro wlfwt the plans of France m c 
country.'- — —A member of that lodge boasli that he belonged t< 
iod»e in EtnoiHi, in which tin- Fieneh rcviihmiin was planned.— 
A gentleman of the firrt respectability informed me, (with leave 
publish it, if I pleased , liuit while lie was CiW .Mister of all I 
lodges of the Slate, in which be lived, a bundle of papers from 
Eastern Continent came, by a natural mistake, into his hand?, 
which were n .ml emblems, altogether 



nprehension. This was before he had 

The packet by some means wem uui m 111= ■«>»■■=■ 
_■■ J,,:. t,» ..in t... .a. prepared to believe it. 



t of his hands. 



After he heard of lllumim™, ™- ■■- r — r ---- - 
and that it was est bushed in ihi 

deli' ■ ■' ■ !'!>i ■ '■■ ■: "» '■' '.■ 

A. L. 6801, by Rev. John Ernst <- » 1 Mowing 

u „,r t i- :— ' Tilt deep designs ol mii*i>r:s cidUul (be I"'" 1111 '' 1 "' ; vl!& 
have almost inundated Kmcy.f., 
America, have He.irK ■■ ' d ' 

lodges have met with, and how they, when i.si ■uetl, can oe rev- 

oluikuuied and molded ;>t r U: f! =y,* :' An a^inhmce ol ™"«s, » 
man of name, who with his wife were professors of religion, boih m- 
fnrmed me that their son bad occasion lo reside some years in 
_ the capital of a middle State. When be returned they 
found, to Iheir fciwtt 

assured them he btu! leam-d this wisdom m a society then,, ins- 
tated from France, with a view to propagate the MOttafrt- he had 
imbibed :-That such societies abounded tn our land ;- That soon 
gospel ministers would not be supported ;..).!• , 
Soger T s 

'", another 

in New York, in which were ei I ' ' Uc 111 *™ 

things unknown to the lowergnl 1 ' te »™ 

lodge Wisdom, in Portsmouth, (\a.) was the MWJtn ae-cenaant 
froS the Grand Orient of Paris. Tlii.i -real number were scacterea 
in twelve different nation?, ol "incn A.i, L wn vv^s one l.hiomi^, 
in his Memoirs of the French Revolution, saya, ' The active mem- 
bers of th 1- "Tl.'u 
in 1791, fifty thousand, with funds then of six unburns or dollars, 
Th me( i .'ye-'" -enl ovei (lie ■.■iviiim d world Ant; it was a isi.u.m 

ceoied leiler :>l his fjct'C' m "'i' 1 "Uiiuy, " V J "T . 
Illumined, in Ibis !.^h;h : '.vns r>- > J " 

lion in Hie WL'st Pfimisylv.im;! 

one million of dollars, an.! ihe 

W i,h Washington at Ibeir h.a,'.} wax the ir i:1 - cl 'lie s« ,:t m.« hi- 
™ ions ol tl I ,f ™*JZ 

noticed by this horrid agency, and was declared to be an enemy to 
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!iis coiitilry. And the people were called upon, when lie left his 
(.'.;,::■! :i.;.,<ij| ofike, to kec|> a jubilee on ilie occ.-ision. WushiTiiiton, 
in a lauur to a friend, spake of this abuse as beinj; In ■ iu.f.'h- ii>ilr,:eiit 
(mil:, could scarcely lie applied to a A'era, ar In n nol'/riavs de- 
faulter /' ill anulfinr Iflrcr In: kjj'S. • 'I'll,! I I hi; hr!i'-iTf.j(i!il Porit:li-.:s 
tlu! sjji-i/in! tlifiiipfivi-s 01 lt rhi-s ii.iiion, !i,ivi; he.v.w labeling in- 



Iiis C'luiitry to beware of a!l .-<:i:iei sunie-tics ! Even Bonaparte 

wlnt! IM' M 111. « r I i ,. nil (!lO-i l\ ili) I iv 01 

our designs.' " 

These (civ extracts E transmit. Yon may make what use of them 
you please. I have long since (riven them to tlio public. 

( am, dear sir, affectionately yours, 

ETHAN SMITH. 



Now, dear brother, in view of these facts, it is more 
than evident to my mind, that French Illuminism has 
been incorporated with American Freemasonry. It does 
appear, from unquestionable authority, that, as long ago 
as \''.)S, "the impious mockery of the sacramental sup- 
per had been acted here," in the " higher degrees of 
Freemasonry." This fact accords precisely with Webb's 
account of the " Ineffable Degrees,"* in otic of which 
the " Most Perfect" is represented as saying (o the novi- 
tiate, " Eat of this bread with me, and drink of the same 
cup." We have substantial evidence also, even from re- 
spectable masons, that many of the lower lodges had been 
moulded to suit the designs of French infidelity, nearly 
thirty years ago; and that this corruption was, at that 
time, " fast gaining ground in this country." 

Can we, then, foster Freemasonry, even in the three 
lower degrees, without, either directly or indirectly, aid- 
ing the cause of iuliituhlv 1 liven admitting, that the 
three lower degrees are as pure as you seem to imagine ; 
still, they are the portal to the labyrinth of Iliumimsra. 
This is an avenue, which must be shut, or our country is 
undone. The lower degrees are, and have been, coii- 



* Freemason's Monitor, 1816. p. 270. 
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strued into every thing, and any thing, which was calcu- 
lated to promote the designs of infidels; and these de- 
signing men have repeatedly " laughed in their sleeve, 
in view of the farcical ceremonies of the third degree, as 
cunningly devised, and directly calculated to bring the 
scriptures into disrepute, and cast contempt upon the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ever, on the 
supposition, therefore, that you and I may not have con- 
sidered these pernicious doctrines aa "taught in the 
lodse-room ;" yet the work is so constructed, that others 
may, and do, construe it into whatever they please. 1 
must confess also, that though I did, for a time, argua 
with myself, as you do, on this subject ; and although 1 
endeavored to persuade myself into the settled conviction, 
that this was pure morality; yet, after all, when 1 wit- 
nessed the various ceremonies of the several degrees my 
conscience has secretly whispered, ' this is no place lor a 
Christian, and especially for a Christian minister. Ihese 
secret whispers, and a scrutinizing observation of the 
effect, which those ceremonies have upon the fraternity, 
have led me more critically to examine the subject; which 
n has led me to the present result. Reflecting 



examination lias leu me to me picocm !<.»•• *. ™...-™- B 
upon the snare, from which I have escaped, I would not 
be placed back, where I was six. months ago, for all the 
honors and treasures of earth. I have, dear brother, re- 
peatedly seen the smile of mirth playing in the counte- 
nance of many a mason, during even, what are called the 
most sublime and solemn parts of the work. In reflect- 
ing upon past years, also, and the several revivals ot re- 
ligion, which I have had opportunity to witness, 1 can 
now recollect hut very few, comparatively, who have- 
become hopefully pious, after joining trie masonic institu- 
tion I understand that the same observation has been 
made by a clergyman,* who has doubtless had more expe- 
rience in revivals of religion, than any man now living in 
our own country. Among professors of religion, too, 1 
think the observation will hold good, that the lodge-going 
brethren are not generally among the most engaged and 
active members of the church. I do not say this, by any 
means, to make invidious comparisons ; and 1 am willing 

• Rev. Mr. Nettktan. 
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to admit that there are exceptions. But I have never 
t now 11 a church member, who gave decisive evidence of 
piety, who would not spontaneously abandon the lodge, 
during a revival of religion. Neither have I ever known 
a professor of religion, however apparently engaged be- 
fore, but what, in one way or another, gave decisive evi- 
dence of religious declension, immediately alier joiuing 
the masonic institution. I can also recollect of several 
instances, in which young men had appeared very seri- 
ously concerned for the soul and the things of eternity ; 
but who, on being initiated into the mysteries of masonry, 
immediately banished all serious impressions, and, from 
that day forward, appeared perfectly careless and secure. 
I am also constrained to think, that no professor of reli- 
gion ever found himself improved in moral feeling, in 
consequence of attending a communication of the lodge ; 
or that he scarcely ever went away, In consequence, with 
one profitable serious reflection, unless with this, that he 
had worse than thrown away his precious time, and would 
better stay away in future. Permit me, also, to ask you, 
dear brother, (and I wish to do it most tenderly and affec- 
tionately,) if you have felt in your heart, generally, that 
glow of religious warmth, since, as before you became a 
member of the masonic institution? Have you been as 
much disposed to attend religious meetings since, as be- 
fore ; or to take a part in those religious meetings, as you 
frequently did, four or five years ago ? Permit me again 
to ask, if you feel like going from your closet to the lodge, 
or from the lodge to your closet? Or, if you do, is it 
with that freedom and holy fervor, which you believe you 
have felt in years past? These are plain and significant 
questions ; and I doubt not you will answer them to your- 
self, in the fear of God, and with a reference to the judg- 
ment day. 

You add, " I am told that Royal Arch masonry has 
much to do with a Saviour, while he is* only darkly pre- 
figured in the three first." Here, I am sure, you are 
laboring under a sad mistake. I wish to know wherein 
the Saviour is even darkly prefigured, in any part of the 
three first degrees. Is it in the mock representation of 
death and the resurrection ? It must be here, if any 
where ; but, for my own part, I should as soon and as 
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seriously think of looking for the Saviour in one of Shake- 
spear's tragedies. Jt cannot be. This ceremony is so 
contrived, that it may be construed to please the Chris- 
tian, Jew, Deist, Mahomedan, and Pagan idolater. — 
Would these last think of looking for the Saviour here! 
1 hate bi:en informed, that a Jew was, for a considerable 
time, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 
This same Jew, if I mistake not, was actively enquired 
in forming the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States. Now, would this Jew, do you imagine, consider 
Royal Arch masonry as having much to do with the 
Saviour ; or that Jesus of Nazareth was even " darkly 
prefigured" in the third degree? Gut, supposing your 
idea to be correct ; what is the need of having the Saviour 
"darkly prefigured," when "the true light" respecting 
him, has now shone for more than eighteen hundred 
years? Is there any need of going into the lodge-roo:n to 
observe what God, in his word and providence, has made 
so plain? I deny, however, that Royal Arch masonry 
has on:/ thing to do with the Saviour, except to degrade 
and rob him of his glory ; and this would please the Jew, 
as well as the Deist. In the Mark Master's degree, those 
pass-j!!(\a of scripture,* which, in the Bible are applied 
exclusively lo Christ, as the chief corner stone of his 
church, masons apply exclusively to a literal stone, which 
in this degree, is "rejected by the builders" and thrown 
away among " the rubbish ;" but in the Most Excellent 
Master's degree, is found again, and becomes the key of 
the arch, or " the head of the earner." Now what does 
this mean ? Is it to exalt or to degrade, the Son of God ? 
Who shall tell us— the Jew, or the Deist? Let the 



* T!u> |>a«a s »s of fcriol.ure hoi'e cited, are the following :— Ps. 

headstone of the corner! ^ "* ' ' S beC< " 1 ' e the 

Matth. xxi. 42.— Did ye never read in Ibe- scriptures, The stone 
which lliu builder? rf jt'i-i.i'fj, is become, the he-ad of (lie comar ' 

Murk xii. 10.— Anil ku-o ye unt i-o;l.1 this ?n-i;>tiTnj, Tim stone 
which the builders veientud, is become the head of file corner ? 

Luke xx. 17.— What is this, then, that is written, The stone 
which the builders rejected, is become the head of the coi ner ! 

Actsiv. 11—- This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner.— [See Webb'i 
Monitor. 1816, p. 78.] 
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Christian speak, and his soul must recoil within him! 
He will say, if he says the truth, " This is, indeed, my 
God and my Saviour, degraded to a literal stone, mocked, 
and cast away, despised and rejected of men ! !" " O my 
soul, come thou no more within their secrets ; uisfo their 
assembly, mine honor, be not thou united I" In the 
Royal Arch degree, the name of the Saviour is not men- 
tioned ; hut the tides and attributes of the great and ter- 
rible GOD, are uM-ii with the must shocking familiarity ; 
and JEHOVAH is literally personified, while the p^sn^e 
relating to the " burning bush " is cited in full* In the 
" Order of High Priest," which properly belongs to Royal 
Arch masonry, Christ is again robbed of his honor ; and 
passages which apply to him, and to no other being in 
the universe, are addressed to a mortal worm of the dust. 
What is said of Melchisedec, in the New Testament, as 
representing the eternal Priesthood of the Saviour, ma- 
son's address to the High Priest of a Roval Arch Chap- 
ter I T This degree was doubtless contrived by Weis- 
haupt, a most subtle adept, and was intended and calcu- 
lated to deceive, " if it were possible, the very elect," 
Of this, however, J shall say more hereafter.— In like 
manner, are the agonies of Christ in the garden turned 
into mockery, in the order of Knights Templars. Here, 
the "bitter cup"L prepared for the candidate to drink, 
when he receives his obligation. Here is represented 
" the place of a skull," literally indeed, because the skull 
is the cup from which the novitiate receives his libation. 
In allusion to the bitter cup, the scene of Christ's agony 
in the garden is rehmrml,^ (does not your soul recti ?) 
particularly that passage, in which he repeatedly and 
earnestly prays, " O my Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me." — '' Father, if this cup may not pass 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." II! In 
allusion to the skull, it is read,!) "And when they were 
come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place 
of a skull, they gave hint vinegar to drink, mingled 
with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would 



* Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 136. 
t Freemason's Monitor, p. 153. 
1 Town's Speculative t'reecitasonrv. 
§ See Webb's Monitor, 1316, p. 232. 
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not drink." ! ! ! Now, h it difficult here to see the hag- 
gard features of Ulumimsm? Professor Robison, who 
had every facility to learn, declares,* that this degree Mas 
formed >n mi illuminated lodge at Lyons, which, at that 
time, "stood at the head of French Freemasonry." It 
seems also, from other authentic accounts, which I have 
seen of the history of this order, that those who contrived 
it, to render the deception complete, seized, as a kind of 
mod;"!, the chivalry of the dark ages, and pretended to 
trace the decree back, as Webb does, to the eleventh 
ceuUiry.T We may, then, consider it as established be- 
yond a reasonable doubt, that the "Order of Knights 
Templars" is the legitimate offspring of French illaimn- 



ON THE OATHS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MASONRY. 
An ..ihi-idgiiieM of Ret: Mr. Jama's Letters. 

It is my intention in the present, letter, to notice some 
things in the OATHS or OBLIGATIONS of masonry, 
which are nbji-.ciitiiialih, and, in my opinion, dcsh-utiiiig 
their iiitn/itig nature, as to perpetual secrecy. Before I 
proceed, however, it may be suitable to remark, it is my 
purple not to introduce any thing as belonging to these 
ohlijiisii.ns, except what was actually taught me as such 
while a regular member of the institution. If any indi- 
vidual shaR que.st.ion rny uhility to present the very form 
bo far as I may need to do it, I would observe, for the 
satisfaction of such, that 1 should hold myself in readi- 
ness, if required, to submit the question to disinterested 
judges, and to abide tht:ir decision. It was not my inten- 
tion, and I should not have thought it expedient now to 
publit'i any part of these Oaths, in the precise teor/ls in 
which they were taught to me, were it not for the fact, 



* Proofs of Conspiracy, p. 4t. 

t See Webli's " Observe ions on the Orcters of Knights Templars, 
and Knights of Mull a."— Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 2iD. 



which has very much surprised me of late ; that many of 
the fraternity, as I am credibly informed, are positively 
denying the substantial correctness of diem, as they stand 
in Morgan's Illustrations, thereby, as il must be consid- 
ered, implicating me with the gross charge of falsehood. 

The first thing to be noticed as objectionable in these 
obligations, is the extraordinary mock solemnity, prufan- 
ih/, iSfe. of their introduction, viz. : " I, A. IS of my own 
free will and accord, in presence of Almighty God., and 
this Rigid Worshipful Lodge, erected to God and dedi- 
cated to the Order of the holy Si. John ; do hereby, and 
hereon, moU sulimidy and siurereli/ promise and swear." 
All three of the first obligations, have precisely ibis intro- 
duction, according 10 my earliest instructions ; and what, 
let me ask, is there in them, or in the other parts of 
masonry, which can demand, or justify this pretended, 
solemn formality? As I know of no necessity for this, 
nor any thing which can he reasonably urged in its justi- 
fication, 1 have no hesitation in declaring my opinion 
fully, that it is an absolute violation of the third Com- 
mandment, in twice taking the name of the Lord in vain ; 
and what an unqualified violation it is, also, of the injunc- 
tion of holy writ, to " swear not at all." And what can 
it be, but a most daring insult, in the face of the Most 
High, Lor a body of men, who, with but very few if any 
exceptions, generally, are not those, who fear God and 
work righteousness, to set themselves up, as it were, by 
his side, clothed with such extraordinary, self-created, sell- 
exalted titles ; and what is il hut an impious mockery of 
God, to declare such lodges, in his awful presence, 
Ereded to God, and dedicated to the order of the. hoi') St. 
John ?" Sure, if these lodges, generally, have 'been 
erected to any god, and are acknowledged by him, as 
such, it must have been to some other than the God of 
heaven. 1 wish to be understood, as speaking exclusively 
of the wickedness of these oaths, in distinction from the 
chancier of those who may be sliil unconsciously giving 
their sanction to such wickedness. 

Another clause which I shall notice at this time, is the 
same in substance in both the second and third degrees 
as follows : " I furthermore promise and .••wear, that J trill 
answer and obey, all due signs and summons, given, sent, 



handed, or thrown to me, by the hand of a true and lawful 
brother fellow croft, {or master mason,) or from the body of 
a legally constituted lodge of fellow crofts, (or master ma- 
sons,) so far as in me lies, if within the length of my 
cable tow." It is certainly difficult lo find a happy con- 
struction of this clause, and I very much doubt, whether 
it has been understood by masons themselves, generally. 
Were it not for its peculiar phraseology, it might be un- 
derstood to mean, that a person who lakes this obligation 
upon him, is to answer all signs, made to him personally, 
by a brother of the same degree, by making corresponding 
masonic signs in return, so as to inspire a masonic confi- 
dence in each other ; and further that such a person 
should obey all summons or citations from the lodge to 
attend its meetings ; but as no distinction is made here, 
between the prerogative of a lodge and a private brother, 
to make such signs or summonses; it seems, that each 
one is bound to yield implicit obedience, in case of the 
signs and summons of an individual brother ; as well as 
in case of the calls of the lodge, in all cases without quali- 
fication, when possible, unless he should be called on to 
travel further than the length of his cable tow ; the length 
of which imaginary line, I believe, is not uniformly con- 
sidered alike among masons; though it has been called 
three, four or five miles. It seems impossible to under- 
stand these "signs and summons," as signs of distress 
and calls for charitable assistance, because a whole lodge, 
as in this case could nut be supposed to call on an indi- 
vidual member for such assistance. If we may be allowed 
to construe this clause of giving, answering, and obeying 
" signs and summons," as would seem most rational and 
easy from its expression ; it binds a mason to be ready, 
on the shortest notice, to leave his business and go, at 
the sign of a lodge, private brother, to assist in doing 
any thing which they might declare necessary to be done, 
for the welfare and safety of the masonic institution, or 
its members, as such, should evil be cloaked in the 
design. 

This suggestion, which is the only rational interpreta- 
tion of the clause which I, am able to obtain, I acknow- 
ledge, might not have entered my mind, had it not been, 
that there was such a full, and complete illustration of it, 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONItr. 61 

in the circumstances attending the kidnapping and un- 
questionable murder of Morgan, by the Freemasons two 
years ago, and in the masonic outrages which were com- 
mitted with a view to destroy the disclosures of his, which 
are now before the world in the three first degrees of 
masonry. — Though the fraternity generally, may be yet 
far from adopting this opinion, I do consider myself fully 
authorized in the belief, that the original spirit and design 
of this clause, was to warrant such proceedings as those 
in the Morgan affair, when the life and honor of the 
institution should seem to be thus in jeopardy. 

The next clause which claims attention, is as follows 
in the oath of the third degree : " I furthermore promise 
and swear, that I will keep a brother's secrets, and all 
others committed to me as such, MURDER AND TREA- 
SON ONLY EXCEPTED, and those at my own dis- 
cretiim," election, or choice. Before proceeding to state 
my particular objections to this clause, I would just re- 
mark, that I have no doubt, that, as it was taught me, it 
contains an important mistake, as it seems to level down 
the privileges of masons with those of other men, in 
reference to the safety of their secrets with their brethren, 
and it is presumed that these words, " and all others," in 
the clause were added by some conscientious masonic 
lecturer, who, at the time, thought it a necessary and 
happy amendment, though usually, it is most probable, 
they have not been admitted into the clause. 

One objection to this clause is, that, if there were any 
validity in such oath, it obliges masons in some particular 
cases to become accomplices with a brother in his gross 
violations of the laws of God and man, by concealing his 
guilt, and thus screening him from the demands of puhlic 
justice. If a mason of the third degree sha!l be guilty of 
counterfeiting, theft, forgery, or highway robbery, for 
which he shall be about to be brought to justice, if he can 
find a brother mason, who has taken this obligation, and 
is able to afford him protection, provided he can be in- 
trusted with all the secret circumstances in the case; 
then, according to his oath, he is perfectly safe, to go 
and relate to him the whole matter concerning his crime, 
to be kept as his secrets, at all events, since they are not 
the secrets of his murder nor treason, which he is hero 
6 
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not bound to keep, except when he may prefer keeping 
them also. 

Another objection to this clause, is, that it must some- 
times expose those who take it, to the necessity of swear- 
ing falsely, without any possible way of escape. For 
instance, in such a case as has already been supposed, 
where one parly is entirely innocent of the secret crime ; 
or, in such a case, as that of the Morgan affair, where 
several may have been combined in the same dark and 
evil designs, all of which was previously committed to 
each oilier, as the secrets of a master mason : Now, if a 
part of these shall he detected, or shall recant from any 
further share in such iniquity, and shall be duly summoned 
as witnesses, and sworn to tell the whole truth in the 
case, against the others, they cannot proceed lo do it, 
without violating their masonic obligation; then to be 
silent, or keep sacred such an oath, there is no possible 
alternative, but to violate their judicial oath, and thus be- 
tray their country ; and those who have read the testimony 
under oath, of masonic witnesses, who had been engaged 
in the conspiracy against .Morgan, have seen the dilemma 
of masons, thus situated, and where there seemed to be 
the most unequivocal presumption, that they considered it 
a (ess evil to violate their judicial, rather than their ma- 
sonic oath, when one only could be kept sacred. 

But will some reply to these objections, that there is 
no such meaning in the clause, and it was never expected, 
from it, that a brother would be bound to keep wickedness 
a secret, when the public good requires it to be exposed ! 
Then, what means this particular exception of only two 
crimes, and these not excepted unless it be the choice of 
the persons thus bound 1 Were it not for this particular 
exception of MURDER AND TREASON, only, it might 
have been rational, according to the common usage of 
language, to draw this inference from it that the secrets 
of masons should be most sacredly kept, in all lawful 
cases, only ; but as the clause now stands, it is impossible 
to draw from it so favorable an inference, without a gross 
perversion of language. Will it be said, again, thai the 
interpretation of this oath is always given to the candidate 
before he receives it, so far as the assurance that it con- 
tains nothing which is repugnant to his duty, either to his 
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country or his God, and therefore, it cannot mean to bind 
any one to keep secret, the crimes of wicked masons? 
It is not pretended, but all well meaning masons have so 
received and considered it : but, let it be remembered, 
that the oath, itself, and the mistaken i a te r pre! alio n of it 
by the master of the lodge, are no more necessarily con- 
nected together, than the Bible is, with the false inter- 
pretations which are many times given it. 

Again, it might be said, that the Bible itself, in the 
principles of masonry, is said to be the " rule and guide " 
of the faith and practice of every mason, therefore, all 
the other parts of masonic principles, must be interpreted 
according to the principles of that sacred volume. This 
is certainly plausible, were we to admit the antiquity and 
divine origin of the institution, which have been confi- 
dently and boast ingly pretended by many. But let it be 
remembered, that masonry was never founded on the 
word of God ; since it is so abundantly evident that, in a 
gospel land, the Bible has rather been profanely taken and 
placed upon masonry, as a cloak of hypocrisy, which 
alone could sustain the institution, in such a land as this ; 
while the Koran, only, in a Mahometan land, could 
answer the same purpose. Thus it may be seen, that the 
Bible, and the oaths of masonry, have no conoexion with 
each other, and the latter are not, necessarily, 'explained 
by the former. What impartial observer then, cannot see 
the wickedness of such a clause, in the masonic oaths, 
however innocently they may be explained, and however 
innocent the intention of masons most generally, as I 
cheerfully grant, in their unsuspectingly taking upon 
themselves, so wicked an 'obligation. 

The next clause which remains to be examined in the 
obligations of masonry belongs to that of the third degree, 
and though it binds a master mason to be chaste in his 
outward conduct, in some cases which are there specified, 
it seems, by an irresistible inference, to allow ■tuir.hu-tity 
in all other cases, not particularly specified. I shall ba 
excused from repeating this clause in the language in which 
I learnt it, though I would say, there is scarcely the least 
difference in the phraseology of it, from the manner in 
which Morgan has expressed it in his disclosures. The 
substance of this clause is simply this ; it binds those who 
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take it, to keep the seventh commandment inviolate, so far 
as may relate to the female department of a brother master 
mason's family ; provided however, they shall know, at 
the time, that such females do belong to such a family ; 
or sustain such a relation, to a master mason. 

It is true, that the clause does not enjoin a violation of 
the seventh commandment in other cases not specified, 
but certainly it contains the allowance of it, or else there 
is no meaning in the obligated restriction of chastity to a 
few specified cases. What else can we infer from this 
limiting of a master mason's chastity, to a few particular 
cases, but that his masonic obligation is designed to leave 
him the fullest liberty to trample on the seventh command- 
ment in any other case, which it might be desirable T 
And even if he shall set at nought this commandment, in 
any of the cases where he is required to keep it in the obli- 
gation, when he is not aware, that his unchastity or 
lewdness is thus connected with a master mason's family, 
his obligation in that respect is not to be considered 
violated. It may give us a more clear and definite view 
of what is enjoined, and what is allowed in the clause 
here examined, if we bring forward sonie of the other 
commandments, under the same restrictions and indul- 
gences as parallel cases. How would obligations like the 
following appear, if imposed upon members of the frater- 
nity — that they will not take the name of the Lord in 
vain, in presence of any of a brother master mason's 
family, " knowing them to be such," or will not murder 
one of them, nor steal from them, nor bear false witness 
against them, &c, " knowing them to be such I " What 
masons of moral principles, let me ask, could endure 
with obligations like these, which contain the allowance 
of a violation of the several commandments named 1 And 
yet, they are precisely like the one which I have been 
reprobating, as still held in the fellowship of the lodges. 

Another objection to the masonic obligations, is, that 
they are frequently given to bind men to the performance 
of things, of which, at the time, they are left in profound 
ignorance. It has been no uncommon thing with the 
unskilful master of the lodge, not being able to repeat the 
whole of the oath, when called to administer it to the candi- 
date, to make up his deficiency with a concluding and all 
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comprehending clause, prepared for'such an emergency 
to this amount ; thai if any part of such oath has been 
omitted in the administration, the candidate must swear 
that he will hold himself bound by it, as soon as he mar 
be informed what it is. Thus, if nine tenths of it are 
omitted, he must swear to be bound by the whole, as soon 
as he may hear it. Can such a manner of administering 
and receiving oaths be justified ? Is it not literally, if I 
might use the phrase, a swearing at random ? If such be 
not a profane trifling with the solemnity of oaths, it seems 
dimetilt to conceive, what would be called profanity. 

J he next and last part of the obligations, which I think 
or noticing at present, is the penalties which are attached 
to their violation. Though I recollect that the penalty of 
the oath of the Royal Arch degree, is such as to forfeit 
lite by having the upper part of the skull struck off, I 
shall couhne myself to those of the first three degrees 
because these are most familiar to me, and sufficient for 
my purpose. The first penalty is, having the " throat 
cutjrom ear to ear," the " tongue torn out by the roots " 
&C ^ The second, having the " left breast torn open," 
the heart takenfrom thence and thrown over " the " left 
shoulder, to become a prey to ft 

cultures of the air;" and the third, I will write out in 
full, as H was taught me, viz. " All this, I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady 
resolution to keep and perform the same, without anu 
equivocation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind 
in me whatever; binding myself under the no less penalty, 
than having my body severed in twain, mi, bowels torn 
Jrom thence, and burnt to ashes, those ashes scattered to 
the Jour winds of heaven; my body severed in quarters 
those quarters placed on the four cardinal points of the 
compass with my head in the centre, never again to be 
reunited until the general resurrection or the judgment " 
Passing by the gross and heathenish abominations 
which are so abundant here: I shall attend in this dis- 
cussion, to but one particular point, which is this : these 
penalties are at variance with the sixth commandment of 
the decalogue, " Thou shall not kill. 1 ' None will pre- 
sume to say, that either of those penalties could be 
inflicted, without its producing instant death So the 
6* 
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candidate is made to pledge to. the lodge, or institution of 
Freemasonry, as a surely, that lie will safely keep its 
secrets, not his money, nor his sacred honor; but his 
very life ; as though that was his own property, and he had 
an undisputed right to give it into the hands of assassins 
when he pleased. This would be no less than suicide, or 
a positive violation of the sixth commandment. Certainly, 
a man has no more right to forfeit his own life, as a pen- 
alty for the violation of his oath, than that of his wife, 
child or friend. Then is it not great wickedness to do it, 
in violation of a plain command of God, as it is done in 
each of the penalties which have been mentioned ! 

Should it be said, that in these penalties, it is only 
meant that the candidate should express his strong deter- 
mination not to suiter the secrets of masonry to be ex- 
torted from him, even should ruffians put him to death in 
any form whatever, it might be answered that the expres- 
sion of these penalties, disproves such an explanation ; 
for the penalty of death, we see, is not attached to that 
clause of keeping the secrets only, but to every clause 
thus, " All this, t most solemnly," &e. " binding mysell 
under the no less penally," &c. so that it cannot mean, 
that the penalty is only to be suffered from ruffians, when 
the secrets would otherwise be extorted. 

Although these penalties have so long been explained 
as not allowing the craft to execute them, thereby mur- 
dering the mason who may knowingly and purposely 
violate the obligation ; and though it has been so common 
for masons to believe, that no such wickedness was in- 
tended, or thought of, in the origin of these penalties, it 
must certainly be duiusr violence to our language, so to 
understand them, from the words in which they are ex- 
pressed. It has been said, that masonry knows of "no 
penalties worse than expulsion." Then let me ask, why 
are these horrid iking s, in every obligation, called penal- 
ties 1. Are ihey to be understood as a mere, solemn, un- 
meaning exclamation, showing the strong determination 
of the candidate to keep the obligation, like the profane 
and thoughtless character, who sometimes says, he will 
die if his assertion be not true, or if he shall not fulfil his 
word! Considering that the candidate at the time of 
taking this oath and penalty upon him, is on his knees; 
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and also he is caused to say, " in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, and that" " Right Worshipful Lodge," it 
will not be supposed, thai the language of these penalties 
was meant to be trifled with in such a manner.— If th ese 
awful penalnes have any meaning, what can they mean 
less than death ; to be inflicted on the candidate, in case 
of a violation of his oath, in the very shape there repre- 
sented ? Certainly, nothing less than this, for so it is 
expressly declared, " Under the no his penally than 
having my body severed in twain," &c. And who then 
are the persons authorized to inflict those penalties but 
masons, themselves, who are the only persons aggrieved 
or injured by such violations? And if these penalties 
are not to be so understood, what must we think of the 
recent declaration of masons in a multitude of instances • 
that if Morgan was murdered by the fraternity as it is 
generally allowed that he was, he was treated just as he 
should have been ; and if still living, he ought to he dis- 
posed of in such a manner? And further, if these penal- 
lies were never intended to authorize the craft to inflict 
any punishment oil offenders worse than expulsion ■ hew 
is it to be explained to us, that a crreat number of ma 
sons should he engaged in 'the outrages against Morgan 
and Miller, and though several of them have since been 
convicted of their crime in the affair, and punished by 
the civil authority, and others have absconded to evade 
such punishment, while masonry, or all the lodges con- 
nected with those masons, stand mute, or look upon those 
enormities with approbation 1 

If these penalties do not forfeit-trie life into the hands 
ot the fraternity, and of course, masonry has no laws 
which authorize kidnapping and murder of its offenders, 
why were not all those masons who were engaged in the 
conspiracy and mob of forcibly seizing and carrying off a 
free citizen to be murdered, as none can consistently 
deny, expelled from the lodges to which ihey respectively 
belonged T Instead of this, not one of them, it appears 
has violated the laws of masonry in that matter, so far as 
to procure his expulsion. Does not this declare, in lan- 
guage too plain to be misunderstood, that such is not 
unmasonic conduct I Does it not seem to say lo us, that 
an offender like Morgan, according to the laws of ma- 
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sonry has forfeited his person and life, to be at the dis- 
posal of the brotherhood, so that such individuals have 
only acted in behalf of the fraternity, and of course, are 
not 10 be called to account for so doing? And does not 
this prove, that masonry, so far dues consider these penal- 
ties to mean precisely what they express! And that they 
forfeit life, in violation of the sixth commandment? To 
show more particularly that these oaths are not binding, 
will be my next object. 

This is a point which I have endeavored to keep promi- 
nently in view from the beginning, and if not deceived, 
all the arguments which have been adduced, are calcula- 
ted more or less, to establish the position : But now, 1 
have arrived at a place in the discussion, where it seems 
to come in course, to take up this point by itself, and 
brim' forward arguments, with particular design to show 
that these oaths are, in no sense binding upon masons ; 
although it is admitted that there are some things in 
them which according to the gospel all men are under 
obligation to observe and do ; still, no one is to be con- 
sidered under any greater obligation for the same by 
reason of these masonic oaths. 

First I would say, that these oaths are not binding, 
and masonry ought not to be kept a secret, because of 
the wickedness which is inculcated in its principles, and 
because of their dangerous and destructive tendency with 
regard to human happiness. My premises here will 
doubtless be sharply contested by some ; but I appeal to 
the candid and disinterested, who have carefully perused 
my former numbers, to decide, whether I have not already 
brought forward facts and arguments, abundantly sutb- 
cieut to establish my position on a basis which cannot be 
removed. Then taking it for granted that masonry is an 
engine of evil, and calculated to diminish the sum ot hu- 
man happiness for time and eternity, and of course greatly 
to displease and dishonor God, what can be plainer than 
this that every mason is at liberty to disclaim all further 
allegiance to these oaths and this institution 1 And is it 
not his duty, at such a time as the present, to invesUgate 
the subject faithfully and impartially, if he has not done 
it before and as soon as he may obtain a just and clear 
view of the principles of this institution, to come out and 
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separate himself from her abominations, and hear testimo- 
ny a S „nst them, to counteract, if possible, the unhappy 
influence of his sanctioning and upholding them hereto- 
fore' Still, some ma, be read, to sav, though they ate 
convinced of the evils of masonry, they see no Way to 
break away from thorn, and condemn then, before the 
world, without becoming guilt, of perjn,,. fa j, m „ bt 
be expected, under existing circumstance,, there wilfb. 
some to contend, that these oaths are so sacred that no 
man can possibl, disengage himself f,„m them, without 
the grossest perjury, „ though the, were i„ f.ct, p,„. 
mount to his obligation to his countr, and his God ; yet 
»h, should the conscientious ,„, | '„ g „ be glli(| ;/ b 
mis sentiment? Surely, the pretended antiquity of ma- 
son,,, „„, the numbe, and respectabili,, „f ,h„,e who 
tenaciousl, adhere to it, nor their unwillingness to have 
its merits or demerits tried at the bar of public opinion 
can be an, reason „h, human happi,,,,, ,h„„ld be 
diminished and God dishonored, for the sake of keeointr 
sacred such wicked and abominable oaths. No reflecting 
person can imagine, that Herod, in murdering , distin- 
guished man of God, was „,„„ ,p pro „ d in the sight of 
Heaven fur the deed, though it was done to keen .sacreJ 
his ,.,h oath, than had he repenied of hi, heed,,, pro- 
fanity, and set the good man at liberty. 

It is believed to be universally agreed among the think- 
ing p,t, of community, that ,11 „„,„ simil./obligation, 
•o that of Herod, found ,n the scripture and elsewhere 
should not be considered binding, „„„| wo como lo ,„„,,. 
01 tne masonic institution, where manv are readv to make 
exception,. „ w ,,| p , ob>b|j j. „,„ b . , h „ fc 

oaths of masonry are in no degree, parallel to the oath of 
Herod; to which I would reply, b, ,g, in , pfali „ t0 
the candid and disinterested, to decide if I have not suf 
ficentl, shown, that the, „e parallel'; b, , bowi „„ th ,t 
.ZT. \» !hl '„*" k »» '"'"••> "«'" content, are known, 
and that like Herod', oath, they reouire men in some 
particular,, to do evil. ' H ' ° "* 

Some ma, be read, to inquire and „, : b„t „h, „, 
we not ,iknU„ mlUnu, on, connexion from the institu- 
tion, without coming out in hostile arra, against it by 
bearing tesuinon, to the world against its internal abomi- 
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nations, since there is at present, so much in the influ- 
ence of the institution, which renders such a course, most 
terribly forbidding? I answer, because in this way, you 
would continue to show favor to the institution, and in a 
great degree, would still be a partaker of its abominations. 
You could not discover our country to be in danger from 
any unsuspected source though your own person and 
property might be considered" safe, without giving the 
alarm, and using your influence for the safety of others. 

Another argument which shows that these oaths are 
not to be considered sacred and binding, is, that they are 
red and taken, both as tlmj relate to 
Jaws human and divine- Although oaths, as a general 
thintr are most solemnly prohibited by the word of God, 
it is believed, that there are some exceptions made, where 
they are to t,e considered necessary and lawful ; but the 
lawfulness or expediency of such a common multiplicity 
of them, as we have someiimes witnessed in civil . i 
is to me more than doubtful. And I am confident, that 
the scripture, in its solemn prohibitions, makes no provi- 
sion for the oaths of masonry, and more especially so 
since the proof is so abundant, that they are needed and 
used there merely as a canopy of impenetrable darkness 
lo the secret abominations of that institution, liy what 
authority then, shall the master of a lodge, in that capa- 
city only, presume to administer these oaths? and how 
can an individual receive them from him, without a viola- 
tion of ihe divine command ? 

Shall it be said, that such oaths have so long been 
locked up in secrecy, and out of the way of the world, 
that they have not come in contact with the civil author- 
ity and of course, are not to be judged, nor condemned 
by human laws'! It is true that ibey have long been 
shrouded in thick darkness, as to a view of the world; 
yet no darkness could hide them from the now of Him 
who searches the hearts and tries the reins of the children 
of men ; and now the lock is broken, they may come in 
contact with human laws, and their being so long hidden 
from the world, instead of making them more tolerable, 
only shows them to be so much the more among the un- 
fruitful works of darkness, for which the people of Uod 
are commanded to have no fellowship. Men may promise, 
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and mike oath lo theit promise, to peifotm ion lawful 
things, and their pnmu, if lawfull, made, would lay 
them under a corresponding obligation to fulfil - but an 
unlawful oath, annexed to it, would add to it no further 
obligation ; and ceri.ini, so fa, as the, may promise with 
an oath to do things contrary to the will of God as in 
case of the masonic obligations, instead of keeping and 
fulfilling them, the, seem to be called upon by divine 
authority, to withdraw from them and disown them See- 
■ng then, that these oaths are not administered or received 
lawfully, but in direct violation of the divine law I ask 
tvhere i, the sanction of God upon them, which alone 
can give them the lawful validity of an oath I Certainly 
such sanction is not to be found, but the contrary is clear, 
ihese unlawful oaths then, do not, nor cannot, impose 
the least obligation upon those who may take them. 

It is now further to be shown, that the oaths of mason- 
ry are not to be considered binding upon its members 
because tie emditwn on which they are taken is not as- 
arta.ntd to be fond in truth. So far as I have been able 
to learn, in all lodges, it has been the underrating prac- 
tice of the Master, or presiding officer, when about to 
administer these oaths, in behalf of the institution to 
inform the candidate who is required to take them' in 
substance as follows : that they " contain nothing co 
trary to hi. allegiance to hi, count,,, o, to hi, God." 

attended candidl, to this discussion, that such oath, 
are free from ever, thing which i, contra,, to the reli- 
gion of the Bible, when it ha, been shown so abundantly 
that the, do contain much that i, „f „ evil character 
and at variance with the duties required in the gospel. 
I hen how does it appear according to the previous agree- 
ment between the administrator and the receive,, th,, 
.uch oath is binding. The agreement made between 
the too parties at the time, is like this : while the master 
or officer acting for the in.titution, require, the candidate 
to tako the oalh, onl, with this condition, his submitting 
and taking it under that condition, is no Iras than saying 
though not spoken with words, that he will take it and be 
bound b, it, provided the statement of the condition is 
ttue, but not otherwise. Then so soon as he shall dia- 
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cover the contents of such oath, to be contrary to the 
condition to repeat it after the master why is he not just 
is much at liberty to be disentangled from it as before. 
We may be told, that such objections, if ever made 



We may oe tow, mai sum ~» 

should be made at the time ; or before repeating the oath 
from the lips of the master ; and that, if on hearing the 
oath it should be objectionable to the candidate, he need 
not have taken it. But let all fairly understand this mat- 
ter and that the candidate has no reasonable opportunity 
to examine the oath before taken, for he is not permitted 
to know one syllable of its contents, nor, that there is any 
oath to be taken, on joining the institution, it possible to 
keep him ignorant of it ; until he is caused to kneel at 
" the altar, neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, 
hood-winked, with a cable tow," or rope, " about his 
" neck," and told that he is *' now about to take the 
solemn oaths or obligation of an Entered Apprentice, 
&c and then he can know nothing of it any faster, than 
a few words of it are said over for him to repeat after the 
Master sentence after sentence, or half sentence, or word 

f 'L_J 111.- ^l.ir.i<l vhfhfkl hnv 
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at a time until it is finished, like the stupid school boy, 
who knows not one word of his lesson, but repeats it as 
he is commanded, word for word, at the lips of the teaoh- 
iuld be learnt, or understood, ot a 
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it such a 



season that is calculated to distract the thoughts. If et„. 
it is to' he fairly examined and tried by the scale of moral 
rectitude, it must be done after it is taken, when a person 
may see and examine it, as other things are tried, to be 
approved or condemned. How unreasonable then, that 
he should he required to judge of it, and condemn it at 
such a critical and unexpected moment, or be forever de- 
barred the privilege afterwards. Besides considering the 
incapacity of the candidate of judging of the moral cha- 
racter of such oaths, at the time of taking them, his con- 
dition is such as every one may see, as will not allow ot 
hi* usurping authority, to judge, and condemn them, even 
if his mind could he then sufficiently enlightened. Be- 
fore the first step is taken towards the institution, he 
must promise upon his honor, before a number of the fra- 
ternity that he will conform to all their customs and re- 
quirements in taking the degree, as all others have done. 
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on becoming masons. Then he hears and learns many 
things, of the secret forms of initiation, before he comes 
to the oath, when circumstanced as I have mentioned 
and knowing that there is no possible way of escape, if 
he should protest against the oath, or anv part of it and 
refuse to take it, he cannot feel, while taking it, as though 
he was acting for himself, bat that he ha! blindly and 
voluntarily placed himself in a condition where he must 
inevitably comply with the usages of the lodges, and though 
he should, at the time, before finishing the oath, perceive 
that there was more matter proposed to him in it, which 
appeared wrong to he taken, how can he do otherwise 
having gone so far, than finish it, hoping to make the 
best of it afterwards. Thus, when he shall have an op- 
portunity to examine it for himself separate from the spe- 
cious interpretations which are given it, by tilose who 
have themselves taken it upon trust, and finds it contains 
things contrary to the condition on which he took it 
what can be plainer, than that he, is not bound by it, ac- 
cording to the previous agreement ? If I make a promise 
to a stranger, that I will grant his request, before he 
makes it known to me, provided, that it is both lawful and 
reasonable, shall I be holden to fulfil such a promise and 
grant the request, though when declared, I find it 'both 
unlawful and unreasonable? 

Though it appears, that none, having commenced 
the taking of these oaths in this their blind and helpless 
condition, make their escape without having the whole of 
them imposed upon them, it is confidently believed, that 
no men of moral principles would have been caught there, 
could they have known positively, before making up their 
minds to unite with the fraternity, that in going forward, 
they must lake upon themselves oaths of precisely such a 
moral character as those of masonry. 

The last reason which I now think of assienint- to 
show that the masonic oaths are without validity", is lhat 
the word of Giid abnottrfe/p condemns Ikrm, a>irf 'requires 
them la be repented of, and pirt amuy. Separate from the 
general prohibitions concerning the taking of oaths in the 
scriptures, some of which have already been briefly no- 
ticed, I shall now produce a passage, which if I mistake 
not, seems given to settle this question beyond any further 
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dispute, in the minds of ail who shall carefully and truly 
compare it with the oaths of masonry. The passage isia 
Leviticus, 5th chap. 4lh and 5th verses. "If a soul 
swear, pronouncing with his tips, to do evil, or to do good, 
lefiafcrer it be, that a man. shall pronounce with an oath 
and it be hid from him, when he knoiccth of it, then shall 
he lie guilty in one of these. And it shall be, when he 
shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess, 
that he hath sinned in that thing." Surely nothing could 
have been written on the subject of oaths, more appropri- 
ate to the oaths of masonry than this passage of scripture ; 
and nothing could more expressly condemn ihein, and 
declare their invalidity. And truly it seems as i hough 
the passage could not be applied lo any other kind of 
oaths which are at present in use among men ; and it is 
believed, that the masonic, are (he only oaths which are 
taken, the contents of which are " hid from" the receiver, 
and the only oaths, to my knowledge, excppt such as are 
openly and grossly profane, which a man lakes, "pro- 
nouncing with his lips," as mentioned in this passage. 
Many men among us have been called, to lake hundreds 
of solemn oaths, but not one of them was pronounced at 
the time by the receiver, wiih his lips, except in masonry. 
Where else then could this psissajje be applied, but to the 
oaths of this institution 1 It certainly seems to set the 
matter beyond all reasonable dispute between masons and 
anti-masons, as it goes farther than any thing, for which 
the latter have ever contended, since it does not condemn 
the oath that is unwittingly taken, merely because of the 
evil which it may contain, but condemns it because it is 
so taken; whether it be evil or good; "whatever it be 
that a man shall pronounce with an oath," m that man- 
ner. Is not the requisition in this scripture so plain that 
a child might understand it, that when an individual has 
thus sworn " to do mil or to do good," when it was thus 
"hid from him," as in the masonic oaths, he ought to 
withdraw from them, as soon as he may know what he 
has dope, and " confess that he hath sinned in that thing !" 
M present, I can see but one way by which they will be 
likely to endeavor to evade the conclusion which is so 
clear from this passage; which is: it maybe said that 
the passage stands connected wiih Jewish ceremonies, 
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which are now done away, and of course, that this pas- 
sage must now be as much out of date as those ceremo- 
nies. But the thoughtful and candid will not be thus 
easily convinced, that the moral law of God, or his law 
respecting the wickedness of oaths, has been changed or 
done away with the ceremonies of the Jewish Church. 



ON THE VALIDITY OF MASONIC OATHS. 
Extract /™ an Addrtw delivered at Lyom, N. Y. by Miron Hotlaj, Esq. 

_ Freemasonry administers oaths— are these oaths bind- 
ing? Assuredly not. They are promissory. A promis- 
sory oalh is the calling upon God lo lake nolice of what 
is promised, and of invoking his vengeance, by the pro- 
miser upon himself, if it i s not performed. 

Promissory oaths are not binding, where false or erro- 
neous representations and inducements are held out to 
those who take them. The representation made to the 
brethren before admission, that "the oath will effect 
neiiher their religion nor their politics," is of this charac- 
ter ; and so are all the inducements arising from the un- 
founded pretensions of Freemasonry, heretofore examined 

To lake an oath is a solemn and deliberate act of the 
mind. Understanding is essential to its obligation ■ on 
which account oalhs impose no obligation upon idiots, 
lunatics, madmen, or young children ; they not having 
sufficient knowledge, either of the nature of the tilings 
promised, or of the penalties of non-performance : and 
both of these sorts of knowledge are requisite. There 
can be no moral obligation, in any case, without know- 
ledge. The obligation of obedience to God himself, is 
no more than co-extensive with our knowledge of his 
laws; and in respect to the nature of the promises and 
penalties, in ihe oaths of Freemasonry, all the persons 
before alluded to as being free from the obligation of 
oalhs, for the want of understanding, have as much know- 
ledge, as the wisest of the brethren had, before the oaths 
were taken. 
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To render a promissory oath obligatory, it is necessary, 
that boih the authority administering it, and the perform- 
ance of the promise it contains, should be lawful ; refer- 
ence being had in this case, not merely to the enactments 
of the civil government, but also to the law of a good 

The right to administer oaths, if not wholly denied by 
religion, is one of the prerogatives of the sovereign power, 
a right which cannot be enjoyed concurrently, by the 
government and its subjects. Every man would regard it 
as both wrong and ridiculous for any individual to pre- 
tend to a natural right of administering oaths, in such 
form, with such penalties, and for such purposes as he 
might choose to dictate ; and such pretension would not 
be^made valid by his rinding any man or number of men, 
who would consent to take them. Even if the form, 
penalties, and purposes were all good, this would be in- 
controvertible. The right of administering oalhs, does 
not exist anterior to the establishment of government, nor 
independently of it. Wherever it exists, it is a conven- 
tional right, of that description tno, which may be de- 
nominated resulting ; that is, a right, springing from the 
necessities of government, after its organization, and 
founded on the utility of its exercise. It never exists, in 
individuals or associations of men ; except when confer- 
red upon them by government. There is no rightful 
government, in this country, but religion, or the laws 
regularly adopted under our established constitution. 
But neither of these has conferred upon Freemasonry the 
right to administer oaths. Would it not be a violation of 
every good man's conscience, as well as a scandalous 
breach of his allegiance to our government, for him to 
administer an oath among us, under the pretence of au- 
thority conferred upon him by the Great Mogul? It is 
equally so, under the pretence of authority conferred by 
Freemasonry— a government more foreign from ours, and 
more barbarous than Turkey. This is a kind or unlaw- 
fulness, which shows there is no obligation imposed upon 
the conscience, by masonic oaths. 

It is a gross immorality to administer such oaths on 
other grounds, and therefore a man is not bound by them. 
The master of a lodge, without any shadow of authority, 
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in the midst of the most degrading mummery, calls upon 
a candidate, in a slate of indecent nakedness, with a ban- 
dage round his eyes, in order that lie mav have no more 
of natural, than he has of moral light, .solemnly and sin- 
cerely to promise and swear, as in the presence of Him, 
in whose sight the angels are chargeable with foJlv, to do 
—he knows not what— under penalties the most revolt iris 
and inhuman. Is not such a scene calculated most in- 
juriously to lessen the sanctity of all oaths? Must not 
the freuuent repetition of it, amazingly dimmish the value 
ol that solemn form of ascertaining truth, by our consti- 
tuted authorities, in relation to all our dearest rights? 
Recollect there are near 1 011,0410 Freemasons in the Uni- 
ted Slates, of whom many have taken more than lony 
vhich an oath has been administered. 
Did not the Father of his coumrv allude to thr-c proceed- 
ings of Freemasonry, in his farewell address wh-n he 
emphatically asked, « Where is the security for property 
tor reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obliga- 
tion desert the oaths which are id, m-.tr , i 
ligation in courts of justice ?" 

The performance of a promise to calumniate, to con- 
ceal a criminal action, or to assassmate, is always unlaw- 
tul and is therefore not binding ; because the promiser 
in these cases, is always under a prior obligation to the 
contrary. From such prior obligation what shall dis- 
charge him? His promise? His own act and deed? 
But an obligation from which a man can displume him- 
self by his own act, is no obligation at all. The ~ s „\\ t „f 
such promises hes in milking then,, not in breaking them 
Whoever makes them is already bound to break them. 
The masonic oaths do not require all fh .se unlawful act' 
escept upon certain conditions. Where the condition 
exists, there the oaths are imperative. But the acts are 
unlawful under all possible conditions, and therefore the 
oaths are not obligatory. 

Besides, the penalty of every masonic oath, is the for- 
feiture of life, to be taken in the most impious and bloody 
manner. No man has a right to subject' himself to such 
a penally. His prior obligations to God and his country 
forbid it. The penalty is unlawful, and therefore the 
oath not obligatory. 
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Herod's promissory oatli to his daughter in-law, " that 
he would give her whatsoever she asked, even to the half 
of his kingdom," when she asked the head of John the 
Baptist, imposed no obligation upon Herod to give it, be- 
cause it was unlawful. 

Christianity interposes other objections to the lawful- 
ness of masonic oaths. " Thou slialt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain." " 1 say unto you, swear 
nut al all." On these authorities many Christians wholly 
refuse to take judicial oatiis. They have universally, and 
always, condemned all others. Whatever is against the 
command of Christ is sinful. All sins must be renounc- 
ed even the most favorite. 

An oath can never bind a man to do what is morally 
wroug. If ii is a bond of duty, let us consider what is 
the authority of duty. It is the command of God or gen- 
eral utility ; opposition to which, is the very definition of 
wrong. It would be both preposterous and impious, de- 
liberately to call upon God to take notice of what was in 
opposition to his command. In such case, to take an 
outh, would actually involve the guilt of perjury. 

A good man always acts under a conviction of the 
presence of God, and in the fullest expectation of his 
rinhteous retributions ; that is, under all the sanctions of 
an oath.— And there could be no stronger attestation to 
the excellence of Doctor Johnson's moral character than 
that, which is involved in the declaration of one of his 
associates that in common conversation, he always talked 
like a man under oath. What would such a man do, 
supposing he had taken the oaths of Freemasonry 1 
Could he conceal what he knew to be criminal? Could 
he derange the business, oppose the interests, or traduce 
the character of a brother for any cause? He plainiy 
could not; because, he would be under all the obligations 
imposed by an oath, not lo do so, prior to his taking the 
masonic oaths ; that is, all the obligations arising from 
the command of God, or general utility. 

In reality, the use of an oalh is, to bring freshly to the 
mind of him, who takes it, the obligations of duty, which 
actually would rest upon him, without it. It does not 
increase those obligations in the least degree. Do not 
the obligations of duly, then, as with the force of an oath, 
require all good men to renounce Freemasonry'.' If, in 
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the honest convictions of their minds, Freemasonry is 
wrong, in its secrecy, in its oalhs, in its injunctions, or in 
its effects and consequences, they assuredly do. 



VINDICATION OF FREEDOM FROM MASONIC OATHS. 
Extract from tlKAnti-SIasoiac Rcmm. 

What sort of religion have you, thus to expose the mys- 
teries of ancient Freemasonry, contrary to your su/r'iim 
oath ? A fearful question, to which we solemnly reply. 

We justify ourselves in three several positions, either 
of them sufficient alone for our defence; and altogether 
rendering our defence impregnable. 

In the first position, we say, that ancient Freemasonry, 
to which we have sworn fearful secresy, had never an ex- 
istence. The word Freemasonry, and the thing signified 
by that word, is not ancient, but modern; is not three 
thousand years old, nor three hundred, nor the half of 
three hundred. We took the oath with assurances, and 
with the belief, too, that ancient Freemasonry meant an 
institution organized by Zerubbabel, and patronized by 
St. John, and by the apostles of our Lord. As such we 
have sworn to it allegiance ; and if ever we meet with 
such an insitution, or any fraction of it, whether on the 
plains ofihe Scioto, or of the Genesee, whether on the 
Green, or the Alleghany mountains, we will hail its signs, 
and conceal its mysieries, so far as they may be intrusted 
to us, with the most praiseworthy fidelity. 

But a certain institution pretending to come from under 
the hand of Solomon in the land of Judea, we now know 
to have come from worthless names in the island of Great 
Britain; not three thousand years ago, but in the last 
century. Its secrets and signs we do not feel bound to 
hail, even in a lodge room. And the oath which we 
honestly took in favor of king Solomon's institution, shall 
not, with our consent, be converted into an obligation of 
fidelity to any lie. 

Is it not provoking beyond sufferance, that we should 
be ensnared in early life, to take a secret oath of fidelity 
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to an institution patronized by the holy St. John, which 
proves lo be not one hundred and fifty years old 1 And, 
when we would open our lips to expose the imposture, 
that we should be checked with ihe remembrance of our 
oath? As if, when deceived to swear fidelity to an im- 
postor, we were bound for our oath's sake forever to 

step to exhibit his true chancier lo the public. 

Freemasomy comes to us sustained by the best names 
of the age, and ,«citinii fonh with groat authority, that it 
was the chosen friend of Enoch, and Noah, and Moses ; 
that it received an improved Ibrm from the hands of the 
wisest man, and addiliuii.il glory from Joshua, Zeruhba- 
be), and Haggai. It oilbrs lo those who will pay it fealty, 
a rare and. rich reward. In the simplicity of youth, we 
have yielded our necks to iis yoke, and sworn to it alle- 
giance ; but, in rijjor years, we fiud these chains lo be 
barefaced falsehood. 

Now, shall the institution, which has thus insulted as 
with falsehood, still hold us to our solemn obligation to 
keep it a secret ? Shall it impose on us most cgregiously, 
and, when we would expose the imposition, thunder in- 
cur ears ; " You have sworn to keep all my mysteries an 
entire secret!" and, thus, compel us to give the counte- 
nance of our name, and the influence of our example and 
character, to sustain the deceiver, and to perpetuate the 
falsehood? No; Freemasonry shall not hold our name, 
t:y any obligation, respoosihk* for itn contempt of truth. 

Indeed, Freemasonry, a fire is kintlkd in the. waits of 
Damascus thai will mumme the ■palar.e.s nf Ih nhadad. 

What are the walls of Freemasonry but her oaths? 
And these are like an oath of a faithful subject 'to ona 
whom he had reason to suppose, and did suppose, was his 
rightful sovereign ; but who, in the event, proved to be a 
barefaced im pox tor ; which oaih is not binding at alt. 
And should such an impostor use Freemasoury's argu- 
ment, and say, " your oath was to me ; yon took it vol- 
untarily, and you are bound forever lo be faithful to my 
interests and commands." What think you his sworn 
subjects would reply? They would hang him between 
heaven and earth, as unworthy of either. 

The, then, is our first position; that an oath to b* 
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faithful to ancient Freemasonry is precisely like the oath 
of a subject to an impostor prince, and is binding neither 
ill the sight of God nor man. 

" Whose lonpue BOe'er speaks false. 

Not truly speuki ; who (.(leaki not truly, lies." 

Persuaded by the great names of the good men belong- 
ing to the institution, that Freemasonry was the truth and 
no lie ; that it had a rightful claim to our attention as the 
handy work of the wise Solomon; that it deserved our 
reverence, as the glory of the first temple, and the joy of 

as to a rightful sovereign ; we submitted to its teachings, 
as to the teachings of men who bad been employed by 
divine inspiration in penning the holy oracles of truth. 
But now assured that a more gross imposition was never 
practised on a Christian people, we scorn Freemasonry 
and its oaths; and, in the name of the just One, we 
burst them asunder, as Samson burst the green witha 
and hempen cords of the treacherous Delilah, 

Our second position is like the first, viz. that an oath 
like a promise, obtained by false pretences, is void from 
the beginning. Freemasonry pretends to the sanctity of 
the patriarchs and prophets and apostles ; it pretends to 
confer a most illustrious and important secret, able to 
make wise ; it pretends to be founded on divine revela- 
tion, and to ennoble its faithful adepts with titles of Sir 
Knight, Thrice Illustrious, and Most Worshipful ; and to 
decorate its followers with trappings, like a steed ac- 
coutred for a military review. It pretends to much more, 
and in return for its honors, and its benefits, Freemason- 
ry asks twenty dollars, and some oaths. The money is 
irrecoverable, and may well enough be the forfeit of our 
folly. But oaths obtained on pretences entirely faise, 
which oaths serve only to enable the impostor to practise 
his frauds upon other men, and other generations, are not 
registered in Heaven's hi»h chancery, are not obligatory 
upon the servant of the Most High. 

It has been a question with moralists, whether oaths, 
or promises, extorted by violence, or fear, are binding; 
but we are not aware, that any writer has maintained, 
that men are morally obliged to perform an oath, or a 
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promise procured by fraud. Men are sometimes com- 
petieil to perform such promises; but it is invariably done 
with conviction of legal necessity prevailing against moral 
right. 

Suppose a spirited gentleman in gorgeous a mre, goes 
about proclaim hi", thai, tor a liberal lee he will cooler the 
gift of second sight. One pays, and another and another. 
The public eagerly inquire, " How does he do it?" 

" That is a secret he made us solemnly swear not to 
tell" 

In the ardor of youth, we would learn something, if 
not have second sight ; and apply lo the gentleman with 
our fee advanced. He blinds us most satisfactorily, sol- 
emnly prays and administers the oath, of absolute and pro- 
found secrecy, by the great God who will not hold him 
guiltless that takelh his name in vain ; then coolly removes 
the bandage from our eyes, and congrambiles us upon the 
receipt of second sight ! Now, is that oath binding upon 
the deceived youth ? Shall he patiently submit to this in- 
sult upon his understanding, lest he break his oath 1 Shall 
he see the same trick playing, and to be played, upon 
hundreds of others, and upon generations to come, and 
be restiained from warning them by a regard to his oath? 

We say no. The tine gentleman had no right to de- 
mand the oath. The error was in submitting to take it, 
profaning the name of the Holy One to cover an impos- 
ture ; and no sooner do we become certain, that the oath 
is used to cover deceit, than it becomes our duty to re- 
gard the glory of God in the breach, and not in the 
observance of that oath. 

Now this Is our second position, That Freemasonry is 
the splendid gentleman, who secures his fee beforehand, 
and administers his oath to the hood-winked candidate; 
and then, confers the promised gift by removing the hood 
from his eyes ! The novice is taught to enter the lodge 
in pursuit of light. Behold how it is conferred upon 
him. Kneeling hoodwinked before the altar immediately 
following tiie administration of the oath, the master of the 
lodge asks him : 

Man. " Brother, what do you most desire!" 

Naeice. *' Light." (By help of a prompter.) 

Mas. " Brethren, stretch forth your hands, and assist 
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in bringing this new made brother from darkness to light" 
(Members form a circle around the novice with their hci>rh 
and right font raised.) 

M„s. " And God said : let there be light, and there 
was light." Ai the same instant every brother daps his 
hands, and stamps his font, and the bandage is slipped 
from the novice's eyes; this brinsrs him to light. 

Thus "the sacred scripture is abused, to hallow the 
barefaced deceit of Freemasonry. 

The glory of God is advanced, not by the observance 
but by the breach of the oath, which covers this deceit • 
and the sin of profaoity lies in taking God's name to 
sanction the deed of imposture : and it cannot lie in the 
exposure of that imposture. 



Therefore, thy hrler vo»s, a^insuhy first, 
is in thyself, rebel!™, to thyself.'" 

We confess we have been (he dupes of this imposture 
to take the yoke of m notations upon our necks; the 
good Lord help ns to hr-jak that yoke, "(ike an earthen 
pitcher that is broken in piece*; so that there .hall not 
be found in the bursting of it, a shred to take fire from the 
neatth, or to take water out of the pool;" to rend it so 
that no man may bo able to gather up the fragments, or 
to cement the broken pieces. 

Our third position is diverse from the two former and 
yet equally sufficient for our defence in making all neces- 
sary use of the oaths and mysteries of Freemasonry to 
enable the candid reader to acquire a just estimate of the 
worth and character of that institution. The oath is 
prefaced with words to this effect: " The obligation yoa 
are a bom to take is not to interfere with your duty to 
God, or to your country." 

Now, we say j t no , M>fhtly, bat with a solemn view to 
the day when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, 

* King John, Act 3d, Scene 1st. 
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that any construction of our masonic obligations,^ which 
prevents us from using publicly the mysteries of Freema- 
sonry, so far as is necessary to show the false and deprav- 
ed nature of the institution, and its injurious tendency to 
infidelity and crime, does interfere with our duty both to 
God and our country ; and, therefore, in animum jnsju- 
randum imponeutis, by the exjirvss under .•landing of him 
who administered the oath, we were made free in the night 
of our initiation, from any such construction of its words, 
as might ever interfere with our civil or religious duties. 

Our duty to' promote the glory of God, and the welfare 
of our country, bids us declare, that Freemasonry is an 
impostor; a fraud upon its members, and upon the com- 
munity ; and, if in the furlher discharge of this duty, we 
bring any part of the mysteries of the institution to sup- 
port our declaration, we are not prevented by our oath : 
for that is never to interfere with the sacred discbarge of 
our civil and religious duty. 

These, brethren, are our three positions, either of 
which is alone sufficient to justify our public use of such 
parts of the mysteries of Freemasonry as are necessary to 
expose the dangerous nature of the institution, and which 
positions altogether are impregnable. We see no fault in 
the reasoning, no mystery, or sophistry, or chicanery, ill 
the argument by which either of our positions is main- 
tained : and either of them alone being sound, no brother 
having our matured views of the history and character of 
Freemasonry, is under the least obligation to the im- 
postor, or to withhold one jot of the fraud from the 
abused public. * 

If in this renunciation of Freemasonry there seem any 
implication of the honor of the fraternity, it is not in- 
tended. They are imposed upon, or we are. They 
verily believe Freemasonry to be vetterahle for its an- 
tiquity, &.C. fcc But when they become satisfied, that 
we have all been made the dupes of a shameless impos- 
ture, they, too, will feci resentment and indignation for 
this abuse. We think they, too, will forsake, or renounce 
it with contempt, and with thankfulness that they are at 
length made free from its ruthless obligations, and irom 
its impious oaths 

In this vindication of our freedom from the oaths of 



OPINIONS OH FREEMASON Kt. 



Freemasonry, we appeal neither to Paley nor Burlemaque, 
to Vatte! nor Puffendorf, but to the conscience of Chris- 
tians, who fear God ; to the hearts of freemen, who love 
their country ; and to the common sense of men, who 
have understanding. We might lose the reader's atten- 
tion in an argument drawn from the books of civilians 
and moralists, books he may never have read. We prefer 
to draw our argument from the common sense of man- 
kind, that we may carry with us the convictions of every 
heart, and stand in the conscience of every just man, 
disenthralled from our obligations to Freemasonry, as we 
are from that obligation to an impostor, which would in- 
terfere with bringing him to a righteous condemnation ; 
from that oath to a swindler, which would prevent our 
warning the public against his practices ; from that pen- 
alty to a traitor conspiring against the liberties of our 
citizens, which would frighten us from sounding alarm, 
and from proclaiming the danger to our countrymen. 

" Is this Freemasonry ! It cannot be." 

We say, this is our vindication for the use of some 
things with which we make free, and our reply upon the 
adversary, who will attempt in his defence to plead what 
any impostor would plead under like circumstances, viz. 
"these men are solemnly sworn to me; they despise their 
oath ; their word is not to be taken." 

And, now, the judgment of wise men confirming our 
own, and unanimously assenting to the soundness of the 
argument, and to the righteousness of our conclusions, we 
are ready to treat the oaths of Freemasonry, asa man has 
a right, both by human and divine taw, to treat the mar- 
riage oath in case of adultery. No man would hesitate 
instantly to repudiate a wife, whose life was stained with 
transgressions against purity. Because he took solemn 
vows of fidelity to her before trie throne of God, believing 
her to be pure and chaste, is he held to his marriage vow, 
after he knows that she is an adulteress 1 It is not pos- 
sible. Freemasonry we wedded as the truth of God ; we 
repudiate it as the falsehood of the devil. 

" Thou mayest hold a serpent by the tongue, 

A caged lion by the mortal paw, 
A fasting tiger safer by the tooth. 
Than keep in peace the hand which thou doit hold." 
8 



We were taught to believe Freemasonry has virgin pu- 
rity ; but we find it is corrupt : we were taught to believe 
thas it was founded and patronized at least three thousand 
years ago, by men acknowledged to be of God in the holy 
scriptures ; but we find it was founded in the era of the 
South Sea Company, by men whose names are no warrant 
for truth or righteousness : we were taught to believe 
that Freemasonry is the handmaid of religion ; but we 
find that it is very far from aiding the doctrines of the 
cross of Christ; and, in an extensive and thorough, a 
protracted and patient examination of the subject, we 
have found Freemasonry, by its own showing, carefully 
collated from its approved writers, and books of constitu- 
tions, to be the synagogue of Satan. 

We have sworn to it in the belief which was taught us ; 
we abjure it in the convictions which careful investiga- 
tion has produced. We gave it (he pledge of our right 
hand, believing it to be a blessing from the Lord, fraught 
with heavenly mercies; we withdraw that pledge, upon 
finding Freemasonry to be the work of the father of lies, 
fraught with hidden mischief. We received it as sanc- 
tioned by the best of names, both ancient and modern, 
patriarchs and prophets, statesmen and divines; we re- 
nounce it as the angel of light, so cunningly attired that 
he deceives even the elect. 

As our forefathers broke the yoke of foreign bondage, 
so we hreak the yoke of internal tyranny ; as they per- 
formed their duty to Cod, to their posterity, and to their 
country, by renouncing their allegiance to George HI. 
and to the British constitution ; so we, in the fear of 
God, in the service of our country, and posterity, and 
with a view to a day of final retribution, renounce and 
make void our allegiance to Freemasonry. 



ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE MASONIC 
INSTITUTION. 

Extract of a litter addressed to the Committee of the Worcester County Con- 
ventlon by Pint,, Merrick, Esq, 

Why it lias been, that so many men of distinguished at- 
tainments, should, in different generations, have devoted 
their time and lent their reputation in support of specu- 
lative Freemasonry, I cannot now comprehend. The 
sense of shame that they voluntarily submitted to the prac- 
tices of masonic ceremonials, alter they had been found 
to be "trifles light as air," may have prevailed with 
some ; others may perhaps have been unwilling to de- 
stroy those anticipations, resulting from the mutual pledg- 
es of fraternal assistance which is one of the great char- 
acteristics of the craft, of personal advantage in the prose- 
cution or their schemes of business or projects of ambi- 
tion. Some may have felt themselves restrained by re- 
spect for the venerated individuals whom they have 
known to have given the sanction of their membership 
to the institution ; others, influenced by a long line of 
examples, may have tacitly yielded without a struggle to 
its vaunted pretensions to great antiquity, and to a lofty 
character for science, benevolence and morality. It is 
probable that a still greater class has entertained a vague 
and undefined, but gloomy and shuddering belief, that the 
obligations of Freemasonry are binding upon the con- 
science — that its penalties have power over the body, and 
its oaths over the soul ; and have felt as if it would be 
sacrilege, and known that it would be dangerous, to 
break the seal of its profound and cherished mysteries. 
Whatever may have been the cause, the fact is unques- 
tionable, that multitudes have been subdued to a heavy 
and lamentable thraldom. A wide and almost universal 
despotism has prevailed ; and while its dominion has con- 
stantly kept in view those appalling imprecations which 
every mason has invoked upon his own disregard of the 
" mystic tie," it is not strange that a corresponding feel- 
ing should have been infused into many minds, that pun- 
ishment for its violation would be sure, and its infliction 
meritorious — The better lights of our own times have 
vastly weakened, and to a great extent overcome, those 
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debasing feelings. But there are still those who do not 
hesitate to denounce a separation from Freemasonry as a 
crime ; and even since our late convention in Worcester, 
it has been said, that it will not do for a seceder from 
that Institution to brave the indignation of the two thou- 
sand active men, now its members in the Counly of Wor- 
cester. 

It has been the custom of the fraternity to speak of the 
venerable age of their Institution ; and to boast that 
through the long lapse of ages, it has sustained its char- 
acter, its identiiy, and its principles, without change or 
modification. tlecent investigations have denied and 
disproved its claims to antiquity ; but without discussing 
the question of its age, it may be remarked, that those 
claims, if they could be substantiated, would afford no 
proof of its limess or of ii3 adaptation to the present 
times. Whatever is the work of man is susceptible of 
improvement. The inarch of mind, like that of time, is 
onward ; and it would be as wise in the present genera- 
tion to give up the steam engine and the mariner's com- 
pass, by which the elements arc conquered and oceans 
traversed in safety, for tho shoro-bound oar boats of the 
ancients, as to adopt with thoughtless and debasing cre- 
dulity their, formal and cumbrous institutions. 

It is, however, altogether unnecessary to speak of the 
age, or the origin, of Speculative Freemasonry. — For 
whatever purpose it was contrived, or at whatever period 
its cumbrous formalities were imposed on the. world, it 
ought to be enough to insure its rejection, that it posses- 
ses neither precept nor principles, peculiar to itself, which 
are now either necessary or useful. — Whatever is valua- 
ble in any of the abstract truths which it has contrived to 
incorporate with its system, and with which it has hith- 
erto too successfully concealed the clumsy machinery of 
its mysteries, is equally well known and much better 
taught, without the pale of the institution. Of itself, 
strictly speaking, it possesses neither the means of afford- 
ing gratification, or of imparting knowledge. 

Of its sources of agreeable entertainment, it 'is perhaps 
almost too trifling to speak. It possesses indeed small 
power in this particular. Of the hours which are spent 
when, in its own technical language, the craft are called 
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from labor to refreshment, there is nothing peculiarly invit- 
ing, unless it may be supposed, that the uncommon dulness 
of the preceding work may have created an unusual zest 
for the excitements of the flagon. Social intercourse 
surely cannot be the more agreeable, because the ligature 
of companionship is an oath of fidelity, instead of that cor- 
dial sympathy which springs from common pursuits, and 
ktndred feeiings, and refined sensibilities. The pageant- 
ry, which throws its attractive drapery around the proceed- 
ings of a lodge, is as idle, as it is fictitious ; and its lofty 
pretensions to grandeur, its gaudy display of rank and 
titles, ought to afford but little satisfaction to the piain 
simplicity of a republican people. Quite as little enti- 
tled to regard is there in the actual occupations of the 
fraternity in their secret sessions. The unvaried and 
unmeaning forms of opening and closing the lodge are 
cold and heartless. Its initiations mingle the ridiculous 
with the painful. A half dressed novitiate is led round 
with mock solemnity, to exhibit his grotesque appearance 
to those who have gone before him, sometimes the object 
of their speculation, but oftener the sport of levity ; and a 
weak and vain and boisterous gratification is often ex- 
tracted from the awkward surprise and miserable disap- 
pointment, which are I believe uniformly exhibited by the 
blindfolded candidate, when he is brought to light, and 
discovers the matchless vanity of the bubble, to which so 
much formidable preparation and pomp of ceremony has 
introduced him. 

But Freemasonry assumes higher claims ; it arrogates 
to itself extraordinary wisdom ; and affirms that it is of 
itself a science, and that its secret and inviolable signs 
have become an universal language. No proposition can 
be more utterly without foundation. The members of 
the fraternity, who travel in our own country only, find 
it difficult to make themselves intelligible to their breth- 
ren in its different parts on account of the variations in 
the forms and ceremonies which different lodges have 
adopted. And it is worthy of remark, that itinerant lec- 
turers have, at different times, been commissioned by tha 
several grand lodges to pass through the country, to «ive 
such instructions as would enable the fraternity to ob- 
serve something like uniformity in the practice of the 
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riles, ceremonies, and secrets of an Institution, which 
boasts that it has been immutable for ages. 

All-other pretensions that this Institution is of itself a 
science, or that it is the depository of valuable informa- 
tion, are equally a mere gratuitous assumption. — Indeed 
if Speculative Freemasonry were to perish to-day, and all 
knowledge of its forms, rites, ceremonies, proceedings, 
and secrets, were at once obliterated from the memory of 
mankind, Iknow of no useful or desirable fact, or doc- 
trine, or theory, which would be lost to the world. Its 
fables are far less valuable than the ingenious tales with 
which modern literature amuses the expanding minds of 
infancy ; and as for its science, it is but a shadow and a 
pretence. The operative mechanic never goes to its in- 
structions or its archives for any assistance : the mathe- 
matician would seek there in vain for a solution of the 
problems of geometry— the science on which it professes 
to be founded. The historian cannot find among its idle 
fictions the materials for the narrative of the manners and 
actions- of men ; and the speculations of philosophy 
would be vain indeed, if they embraced nothing but the 
knowledge 'contained within its barren circle. Some 
simple truths, of which few men in any enlightened age 
can be found ignorant, is the utmost reach of instruction, 
to be deduced from the lectures of masonry. Those lec- 
tures, with which it has been the pride of many masons to 
incumber the memory, give information only of such hum- 
ble truths, as that the sun rules the day, and the moon 
governs thenkht; that chalk is a convenient substance 
with which to make marks on the wall; that ignited 
charcoal creates a fervent heat; and that the earth brings 
forth its fruits in due season — truths which, long before 
they are unfolded to (he Entered Apprentice in the lodge, 
are learnt by lisping childhood from its own observation. 
How idle to suppose, that the royal monarch of Israel, 
whose chief glory was wisdom, could have invented and 
transmitted to posterity a system so poor and barren as 
this ! If there were indeed sufficient evidence to prove 
that he did so, the veneration which has been accorded 
to his wisdom would dwindle into contempt, and his fame 
would be tarnished forever. 
Freemasonry has found, and still finds, many advocates 
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for its cause on the ground that it is an association for 
the purposes of benevolence and charily. It is not, how- 
ever, to be forgotten, that its charities are mostly of a 
narrow and selfish character; and that it pays little re- 
gard to that broad rule of Christian benevolence which 
finds a neighbor in every victim of sorrow and distress. 
There are, besides, difficulties in the very organization 
and construct ion of this institution, which must necessa- 
rily greatly curtail its means of charitable assistance. It 
collects certainly great funds by means of its fees for in- 
itiation; but it has great expenses too. It must have its 
own appropriate temples ; its decorations must be geor- 
geous, to correspond with the high sounding titles of its 
dignitaries. Charity vaunteth not itself; but masonry is 
every where puffed up. If its theory is right, its com- 
plicated organization, i(3 schemes of grandeur, and its 
occasions of display, disarm it of its means; and accord- 
ingly, it has been the experience, I believe, of all our 
lodges, that the donations for benevolent purposes have 
been extremely limited. Go where we may, to the city 
or the village, and examine the records of the treasury, 
and far less will be found to have been contributed to 
suffering humanity from its resources, than from the 
humble and unpretending associations of Samaritans by 
its side. This is an evil necessarily resulting from, the 
institution itself. The funds which are gathered, as it 
affects, for the sacred purposes of charity, it compels its 
members to waste in idle decorations and profitless bau- 
bles. The jewels which glitter on the bosoms of its 
priests, and the diadem which sparkles on the brow of 
its kings, are abstracted by its very organization from the 
treasury of the poor ; but they are far from inspiring 
apostolic disinterestedness in the one, or of inducing 
royal munificence in the other. Whenever Freemasonry 
is thoroughly known and candidly considered, it will 
never be pronounced a useful, philanthropic or charitable 
institution. 

Freemasonry claims also to be the handmaid of vir- 
tue; but it is a claim which its intrinsic merits cannot 
sustain. Of instructions in morality, it may be safely af- 
firmed, that its books and lectures and secrets afford but 
a poor and scanty supply. Those books indeed which 
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are published by authority of the lodges, as an exposition 
of its external characteristics, contain many valuable ob- 
servations, though not so remarkable as ever to have at- 
tracted or deserved lery high praise ; and its lectures, 
preserved heretofore, as is supposed, by tradition, occa- 
sionally indicate a moral. But miserable indeed would 
be the condition of mankind, if their hopes of moral im- 
provement, and their immortal desires of goodness, were 
supplied only with the light which gleams from the faint 
beams of Speculative Freemasonry. Mingled with its 
mass of unmeaning form and unprofitable ceremony, a 
few scattered passages selected from the scriptures, and a 
few good thoughts collected chiefly from other writers, 
are occasionally presented ; but in the rubbish of its own 
peculiar characteristics, they are little better than the 
talent, which was wrapped in a napkin and hidden in the 

But it is no longer to be disguised or concealed, that 
this show of morality is but " the banner on its outward 
wall." It has other and decided peculiarities, which 
prove it is not a moral institution ; and which leave it 
an object of doubt and dread — if not of detestation. It 
assumes, in the midst of society, and in the face of gov- 
ernment, to impose oaths and obligations, which bind its 
members to feelings narrow, selfish, and exclusive ; more 
than that — which bind them to that at which patriotism 
ought to shudder, and' integrity start back abashed. 
When it is considered, that this institution, of its own 
power, assumes to administer oaths which are to be bind- 
ing above all other obligations ; that those oaths, adminis- 
tered to every man who becomes a member, are filled 
with the most awful and appalling penalties; that under 
those penalties the members are required and bound to 
" conform to all the by-laws, rules and regulations of the 
lodge," without any exception in favor of the Jaws of the 
land ; " to keep the secrets of a brother inviolable ;" " to 
espouse the cause of a companion so far as to extricate 
him from difficulty, whether right or wrong ;" to refrain 
from the disclosure of his crimes whatever they may be, 
and to extricate him from every difficulty, though he be 
a ' murderer or a traitor ;' and to warn him of, and de- 
fend him against every danger — when all these things are 
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considered, it is vain, and worse than vain, to say, that 
Freemasonry is a moral institution. It strikes at the 
root of every thing that is good ; it breaks up the great 
cause of country, and prostrates the still greater cause of 
virtue. It bids its members unite in the defence of fla- 
grant crime ; and to forbear from exposing to violated 
law, and injured humanity, the felon or the traitor, if 
they too are but of the fellowship of the craft. Surely its 
pretensions to virtue, and its self praised morality is but 
the song of the syren to allure ; but when its victim is 
once bound by its heart-rending oaths, and his mind is 
shackled with apprehensions of its daring and awful ob- 
ligations, it then carries him to deeds of darkness — shows 
him hts brother and his companion in every act of base- 
ness and treachery— bids him behold the assassins dag- 
ger, yet reeking in the blood of its violence, and watch 
the foul conspiracy of his country's desolation— and then 
stifles and overwhelm ns his most anxious wish to speak 
but a word for justice — for patriotism — for humanity — 
with menaces of the dreadful vengeance of masonic pen- 
alties. 

I speak only of the institution and its principles, and 
not of the members of the masonic fraternity. Wicked 
as such oaths are, and corrupting as they must be, it is 
cause of most grateful reflection to believe, that they have 
not frequently, in cases of flagrant criminality been ob- 
served. There has been a practical disregard of them 
every where within the circle of my own observation ; 
and I have never known a culprit escape, or a felon 
saved, because he has given and taken the grip of a ma- 
son. But in rendering this justice Ho its members, 1 make 
no concession to Freemasonry. Its requirements are as 
positive, as its laws are arbitrary and its requirements 
cruel. The savage warriors of the dark ages, whose 
brutal violence may have been looked back to as a fit 
example for the formation of this institution, might have 
deemed it a virtue, to have followed with scrupulous ex- 
actness such requisitions as are demanded of the craft ; 
but they only could bear such feelings in the bosom, 
whose minds were ignorant, and whose moral sense was 
never informed; or whose understandings were beirayed 
by phrenzy and madness. Instances of extraordinary 
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perversion of the intellect, and of ruinous infatuation 
wrought by the awful imprecations of masonic oaths, 
have undoubtedly occurred. To this cause is to be re- 
ferred the abduction and the immolation of William 
Morgan. That that man was torn from his family and 
from society, and was finally sacrificed by infuriated and 
desperate members of the fraternity, can no longer be 
made a question. The evidence is full— complete— irre- 
sistible. To nothing else can be referred that horrid 
slaughter, but the baleful influence of masonic obligations 
Happily for us all, that deed, almost without a = name' 
stands a rare, as it is an appalling example. But may we 
not justly fear, that the same cause, which has once de- 
luded and overwhelmed so many minds, as were certainly 
engaged in that nefarious transaction, may again produce 
its effect, when the hour shall arrive that masonic ven- 
geance shall again demand her blow 1 

There is probably little, if any evidence, that Freema- 
sonry has essentially affected the political transactions, or 
interfered in the adjudications of the bench or the jury in 
the judicial tribunals, of our Commonwealth. It may, 
"bowever, and it would be strange if it were otherwise^ 
Lave occasionally produced effects imperceptibly. In the 
few years in which I have known it by experience, I 
have seen nothing to justify an opinion, that its baleful 
influence has teen meddling with the politics, the re- 
ligion, or the laws of the (and. Others, in whose judg- 
ment I feel that it is safe to confide, have informed me that 
their experience in this respect does not correspond with 
mine ; and from the nature of the obligations of the craft 
it seems not improbable in itself. While the character of 
its obligations, and the nature of the bond which consti- 
tutes the association, render such interference probable 
in itself, there is direct proof, than in other countries, it 
has exercised a prevailing and powerful influence. Who 
can doubt, that during the disastrous times of the French 
revolution, Freemasonry was exerting its full share of 
power amid the sanguinary scenes which stained the 
whole face of Europe with blood. Later still, in the 
convulsions with which Italy wa3 torn, Freemasonry 
lighted the torch, and the sword of the Red Cross Knight 
leaped from its scabbard at the command of the encamp- 
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meat. And we know that now, the energies of a young 
Republic in out own hemisphere, and on our own imme" 
diate borders, are wasted in civil discord under the ban- 
ners of the craft. And nearer slill, the ancient parties 
of the great State, on the western limits of our own 
Commonwealth, have been broken to atoms, by an event 
produced by the unhallowed conspiracy of many masons 
linked together by no other ties than their fraternal 
obligations : and there, an excitement has been produced, 
which they who among ua adhere to the institution, and 
they also who know little and have thought less of it, are 
deploring as untimely and unnecessary. Let us not be 
deceived — the like causes ' will produce the like effects. 
The time may come, and perhaps is not now far distant, 
when the same malignant influence which has blighted 
other hopes, and scattered elsewhere the seeds of confu- 
sion and desolation, may be in the- midst of us; corrupt- 
ing the fountains of justice, and polluting the sources of 
political power. Can it be, that the evils which others 
have felt, shall speak no warning to us 1 or must it be, 
that, deaf to the cries which are pouring in on every 
side, and blind to the effects which have been elsewhere- 
wrought, we are to wail until desolation at home shall 
arouse our vigilance and urge us to our duty t 

You perceive, gentlemen, that I have spoken wk-hi 
great freedom of the institution of Freemasonry. I have 
denied the pretensions to esteem which it assumes, and 
denounced it as Unworthy of being permitted to remaki 
as a rock of offence among us. And you must have 
noticed, that it doing so, I have adverted to topics, which: 
could have been discussed only after the secret recesses 
of the institution had been laid bare. That has already 
been fully done. It is vain— useless— false—to deny it. 
The publication prepared by William Morgan— the mar- 
tyr whose life paid the forfeit of his broken obligations — 
disclosed all that could be disclosed of the secrets of ih© 
fraternity, as far as he wrote : and since his immolation, 
the work has been pursued by pure and able and faithful 
bands, until there remains little or nothing to be told. 
The testimony in proof of the truth of these disclosures 
is as full as human testimony can be ; and I add in my 
own language to our Convention, " that my own testt- 
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mony catmot^lter it. They who will not believe k after 
a full and candid examination, would and could not 
believe me ; neither, in my opinion, would they believe, 
though one should rise from the dead." — But I seek not 
to shrink from any responsibility in this high and solemn 
cause : and at whatever hazard, and in defiance of every 
consequence, I affirm, that having myself been admitted 
to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason, and to the several 
preceding degrees, as far as I have heretofore advanced in 
the degrees of masonry, the disclosure of the secrets of 
Freemasonry, as contained in the volume published by 
David Bernard, a clergyman of the Baptist denomination, 
entitled " Light on Masonry," is true— that the forms, 
ceremonies, lectures, and oaths contained in that book 
are substantially as I myself received them; and as I 
have, again and again, seen and heard them, in the bodies 
of regular lodges and chapters, communicated and admin- 
istered to others. 

I believe that the institution of Freemasonry ought no 
longer to exist: lamenting, as I most sincerely do, that I 
have ever been connected with it, and that a voluntary 
assumption of its obligations has Jeft me only the painful 
alternative, of submitting to its slavery, or of bursting its 
bonds, and thus exposing myself to the reproaches of 
those who still adhere to it, and of those also who believe 
that, if it be not as exalted and virtuous as it pretends, it 
is at least harmless and innocent, I can find consolation 
only in the hope, that I may be the humble instrument of 
attracting some portion of the public attention to the 
great cause, which I trust will prosper till the final ovef- 
throw and the utter extinction of Freemasonry shall be 
accomplished. I come forward in no spirit of hostility 
towards any of the members of the fraternity. I revere 
the venerable men whose names are recorded on its rolls. 
There are those also, in the circle of my own acquaint- 
ance, now members of this institution, towards whom I 
have cherished, and still cherish, no other but sentiments 
of respect, and feelings of affection. Whatever may be 
the emotions of their minds, no animosity or ill will exists 
in mine ; and I ask only, that if our communion has ever 
hitherto been grateful, they will do me the justice to 
believe, that I now speak with a sincerity, certainly equal. 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 



07 



and with a degree of reflection and meditation far greater, 
than I ever spoke to them before. Let them unite with 
us ; and let the people be all awakened to a sense of the 
necessity of exertions for the removal of an evil, hitherto 
little suspected, but which may in the end become an en- 
gine of destruction. 

ft is vain and idle to expect, that an institution which 
has spread itself abroad into many lands, whose ramifica- 
tions have reached the heart of almost every country, is to 
be extinguished without many efforts. They who calcu- 
late that it will fall of itself and crumble to decay, reckon 
not upon the interest which is enlisted in its support. It 
will yet withstand many shocks; but if the people are 
true to themselves, and to the best interests of their 
country, and of their posterity who are to inherit it, they 
will unite in the common cause, and move forward 
" through good report and through evil report," till the 
great end of the extinction of Speculative Freemasonry is 
fully, finally, and happily accomplished. 



Since the publication of the foregoing letter, there has appeared in 
the " Free Press," an interesting correspondence, on the nature of 
the Royal Arch obligation, between Ihe author and Mr. Oliveh, a 
member of the Massaetiu setts Anti-Masonic Convention, from Lynn. 

The letter having been read by Mr. Oliver, to a friend of his, who 
was a Royal Arch mason, objection was made only to that pari of it 
which had reference to the Royal Arch obligation. [See page 92.] 
On the reading of that passage, he unhesitatingly declared the state- 
ment therein contained a lie, and that the author, on writing it, knew 
it to be so. A letter was accordingly addressed to the author, with 
a " view of ascertaining whether Ihe literal meaning of the Royal 
Arch obligation, was capable of a construction that could justify such 
a declaration, or whether it was of such doubtful import as to be 
liable to ambiguous signification." 

The following is Mr. Merrick's Reply 

Worcester, January 8, 1830. 

Dbab Sir,— Your fetter of the 2d inst. was duly re- 
ceived ; and I have availed myself of the earliest time I 
could command to reply to its contents. 

You inform me, that a " Freemason of sound judgment 
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and good understand ing," declared to you, that that part 
of my letter of the 17th Dec. to the Worcester Commit- 
tee, relating to the Royal Arch obligation, was " a lie;" 
and that if t was a Royal Arch Mason, I knew it was 

I have certainly been a Royal Arch Mason ; and I aa 
certainly know that my statement relative lo the oaths 
taken by masons of that degree are true. In reply to 
your inquiry, if there he any " ambiguity'' in the terms 
of that oath, I cannot place the subject in a better light 
beibrc you, than to extract from the obligation the several 
parts of it, in the very words in which it is administered. 
The whole oath is quite long; but its several parts are 
distinct passages and complete sentences of themselves; 
and the scnaeV each of its clauses is in no way affected 
by being separated from the rest of the obligation. The 
extracts are as follows. 

1. " I furthermore promise and swear, that I will sup- 
port the constitution of the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States of America, and also the 
constitution of the Gram! Royal Arch Chapter of the State 
under which' this Chapter is held, and conform to all the 
by-laws, rnles and regulations of this, or any other Chap- 
ter of which I may hereafter become a member." 

2. " / furthermore promise and swear, that Twill aid 
and assist a companion Royal Arch Mason, when enga- 
ged in any difficulty, and espouse his cause, so far as to 
extricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he 
be right or wrong." 

3. " I furthermore promise and swear, that a companion 
Royal Arch Mason's secrets, given to me in charge as 
such, and I knowing them to be such, shall remain as se- 
cure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, murder 
and treason not excepted." 

To my mind, nothing can be more explicit, than the 
several clauses of the Royal Arch Mason's oath, which I 
have here extracted. 1 cannot perceive the least ambi- 
guity ; nor how they can be " capable of a construction 
that could possibly justify the declaration," that my state- 
ment to the Worcester Convention was " a lie." 

The obligation is positive, "to conform to the by- 
laws, rules and regulations of the chapter ;" and no men- 
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tion of the laws of the land. And for aught I can see, if 
it shall ever so happen, that the laws of the State and the 
by-laws of the chapter shall conflict with each other, a 
Royal Arch mason is bound by the terms of the obligation 
to disregard and disobey the laws of the government, in 
order that he may " conform to the by-laws, rules and 
regulations of the chapter." 

The obligation of a Royal Arch mason is in its language 
perfectly explicit; and the express provision, "murder 
and treason not excepted," evinces loo clearly, to admit 
of misconstruction, the nature and character' of those 
secrets, which are to remain in the bosom of him to 
whom they are communicated, as inviolable as they are 
in his own. It necessarily comprehends his crimes, 
whatever they may be. 

The obligation to aid and assist a companion Royal 
Arch mason is in the broadest terms. That aid and 
assistance is (o be afforded to a companion when he is in 
"any" difficulty; and his cause, whether " rk;ht or 
wrong," is to he espoused, so far as that he may be ex- 
tricated from that difficulty. If this obligation does not, 
in its own terms, require that in every difficulty a Royal 
Arch mason shall be aided and assisted until he is ef- 
fectually extricated, I confess I know of no language 
which could express that intention. 

In fine, I see nothing in the terms of the Roya! Arch 
mason's oath which is " of such doubtful import as to be 
liable to ambiguous interpretation." 

To the accuracy of the extracts which I have made, as 
well as to the disclosures generally of the secrets of Free- 
masonry, my character for veracity is pledged. How far 
that evidence is sufficient, I leave to others to determine- 
not presuming myself to estimate its weight. But whether 
my testimony is of any avail or not, there is a mass of 
evidence before the public, which is full and conclusive ; 
and I hesitate not to affirm, that if any fact was ever 
satisfactorily proved by human testimony, the truth of the 
disclosures of the oaths and obligations of Freemasonry 
is completely established by evidence already in possession 
of the public. 

I cannot therefore but feel great surprise, when I learn 
that any man, sustaining a reputable character in the 
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community, denies that the oaths and obligations quoted 
by me, in my letter of the 17th ult. from the work of Mr. 
Bernard, entitled "Light on Masonry," are administered 
in lodges and chapters of Freemasons. What those 
oaths are, it is possible and probable, that many, who 
have been initiated, never fully understood, or have 
wholly or partially forgotten. But how, when they are 
quoted, such men can deny their truth, I cannot pretend 
to explain, nor am I able to perceive. It may be also 
that, in some instances, the more obnoxious parts of these 
oaths may have been omitted by the presiding officer in 
admitting a candidate; and if so, such a person, if he has 
ever otherwise been instructed, may fairly and honestly 
make such a denial. Whether instances like these have 
occurred or not, 1 am unable to determine; 1 can only 
say, that wherever I have been, I believe that no such 
omissions have occurred. 

Without being influenced by animosity against any 
member of the Fraternity, I feel at liberty to observe, that 
while any man continues to be attached to the institution 
of Freemasonry, and is influenced by the obligations of 
secrecy which it confessedly imposes, he is not, and 
cannot be, upon the subject of its oaths, a disinterested 
or impartial witness ; for if, in a discussion upon that 
point upon which he voluntarily enters, he does not deny 
the truth of the disclosures of seceding masons, his very 
silence is, to some extent, an acknowledgement of their 
correctness. What else then, in such a situation, can he 
do, who has bound himself by obligations, which he still 
deems binding and sacred, " forever to conceal and never 
to reveal" the secrets of Freemasonry, but to hazard a 
positive denial that those secrets are disclosed 1 

There is a topic, not adverted to in your letter, and 
perhaps not altogether connected with it, to which I wish 
briefly to advert, before I close. You have undoubtedly 
observed, that the great stress of denial, when a denial of 
the truth of the oaths required of initiates into the masonic 
institution, as disclosed by seceding masons, is asserted, 
rests mainly upon the obligation alleged to be taken by 
Royal Arch masons. I have never yet heard any one 
intimate a denial of that, which has been published as 
the oath taken by a master mason upon his admission to 
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the third degree. One of the clauses of that oath is in 
the following words, to wit : — 

" I furthermore promise and swear, that a master ma- 
son's secrets, given me in charge as such, and I knowing 
them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast as in his own, when communicated to me, 
murder and treason only excepted, and they left to rny 
Own election." 

The addition to the words " murder and treason only 
excepted " point out, too clearly to admit of any mistake, 
the nature of the secrets which a master mason is to keep 
inviolable. They must be his crimes as well as his other 
concerns of a confidential character. This seems to me 
to be the obvious, and necessary, and only reasonable 
construction. And may not this construction be held to 
be certain, from the rery nature of the pennlty— the 
penalty of death— which he who takes this obligation 
imprecates upon himself in the event of the violation of 
his oath 1— For my own part, I see but a shade of dif- 
ference, and that scarcely woithy of notice in a moral 
point of view, whether a mason swears with him of the 
third degree to keep all his secrets inviolable, "murder 
and treason only excepted, and those left to his own elec- 
tion," or with him of the seventh, to keep all those secrets 
" murder and treason not excepted." 
I am most respectfully, 

With assurances of my esteem, 
Yours &c. 

PLINY MERRICK. 

Stephen Oliver. 
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A reply to Iht i 1 - / wnua Pasendm, Esq. and 

S I ' in 

iVtrt I'ork, to addr'xs htJii on Lin stibjrtt. 

Gentlemen,— \ do not think I ought lo object to com- 
municate in this mauner, the sentiments I have long held, 
and have frequently expressed, in relation to Freemasonry. 

It is true that I have been a mason a great number of 
years, and that I have held very high masonic offices and 
honors. It is equally true that 1 have for a long time 
ceased to have any connexion with the institution, because, 
I have believed, and do now believe, it is productive of 
much more evil than good. It is also true that I hate on 
no fit occasion hesitated to express this sentiment. 

1 would not do any thing inconsistent with any obliga- 
tion I may have, however inconsiderately, assumed. But 
I know nothing of masonry to render it so horrible as it 
would be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be silent 
when I thought its influences were pernicious. It would 
be detestable if it did not leave me at liberty to warn 
others from following my example in becoming a member 
of an institution, of which from its very nature, 1 must 
have been ignorant until I was initiated, and of which, a 
just estimate can only be formed from experience. 

I shall disclose none of the secrets of masonry, (if it 
now has any secrets,) nor shall I say any thing inconsis- 
tent with what is due to the eminent living, and illustrious 
dead, whose names are recorded as members of the fra- 
ternity. I have had a just pride in being associated with 
many of these, and now feel (hat I make a sacrifice in 
pursuing a course which may separate me from men, for 
whose pure motives and righteous principles, I shall never 
cease to entertain the most profound respect. 

Discussions and expositions of the principles of masonry, 
of its origin, its religion, its morals, and its science, have 
not been considered as betraying any obligation ; but on 

• Mr. Colden was formerly Mayor of the city of New York, and 
■ho a member of Congress. 
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the contrary, have been sanctioned by the highest masonic 
authortty. It is true that, till of late, masonry has always 
been a theme of panegyric ; but if the advocates of the 
insitueion are free to speak of its merits, it cannot be a 
violation of duty in those who hold different opinions to 
express them with becoming respect and deference. ' 

I desire that it should be understood, that the senti- 
ments I now entertain on this subject, do not result from 
the alleged murder of Morgan. Jt is true this horrible 
event has induced me to think more, and more seriously 
than I should otherwise have done, of the society ; but f 
have long entertained my present opinion, that a man who 
would eschew all evil, should not be a Freemason. Per- 
haps I cannot give a stronger evidence that this is not an 
opinion recently formed than to mention that my son, by 
my advtce, has never joined the frater-- 1 '-- 



11 the deplorable event to which I have 
referred, without exculpating, so far as any thing I can 
say will do it, the masonic fraternity from any participa- 
tion in that outrage. For a long time I did not believe 
that Morgan had been put to death. But I find myself 
obliged to yield to the force of evidence. I yet entertain 
the most entire confidence that the fraternity did not par- 
ticipate in this crime. On the contrary, I do not doubt 
but that all the guilt of that transaction is confined to 
those infatuated men who assailed and slew him. The 
rest of the craft, [ am entirely convinced, are as innocent 
of the blood of Morgan as I am. I fully believe that they 
hold the perpetrators in just abhorrence ; they would re- 
joice if the guilty were discovered, and would aid in 
bringing the murderers to condign punishment.* 

_ * We very much regret (he mistake of Mr. CoWen on this snbiect 
for a mistake it certainly is, although easily accounted for Mr P 
co„f es8es frankly hfa dislike to t& insti Jtioo, and This disbeHef for 
some ume of the murder of Morgan. Had Mr. C. perused the pub- 
he documents, he could immediately have had „o do P „bt. The sC 

the part ol Mr. (j . touching .h,- mMilutkm bemp; not i„ 1It !i ra(c d m 
the gross outrages commit!. ,1 « c will lltu . r rontra- 

to ."amine the .public trials; the convictions under ihem ; to con- 
sider the perjunes commuted by masons to screen the guilty ; to re- 
flect upon the numbers indicted, suspected, and called a! evidence - 
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I do not believe that those who committed this crime, 
had any intention to take the man's life when they first 
sssailed him. Under the influence of an enthusiasm which 
the forms and mysteries of masonry are so likely to ex- 
cite in weak minds, they thought it would be meritorious 
to intlict some punishment for what they considered his 
delinquency. But they proceeded from step to step, until 
they found they had involved themselves in a responsi- 
bility that would be ruinous, if Morgan should he left to 
call them to account A frantic interpretation of their 
masonic obligations, and their fears, assisted probably 
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the blood of the 
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of such facts, rould^Bemte inSunio^ 
tnTta, or obligations, or mysteries of which, can be 
bo perverted, or so misunderstood, even by the weakest 
minds as to induce a belief, thai it may be meritorious 
to murder an apostate brother, no good man, on due con- 
federation and reflection, can think deserving of his coun- 
ten a nee and support. 

If it be asked, what are the advantages of masonry 1 
it seems to me the answer may be given n these very 
few words ; It often, by its charity, relieves the distressed. 
But at what an enormous expense is this chanty dispens- 
ed ? When all the machinery of lodges, grand lodges, 
chapters, encampments, councils, visiters, &c. &c. is ta- 
ken into consideration, it must be obvious that the chari- 
table contributions of masons are but trifles in compari- 
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andVi^ki - i ' wturh they «..•« convict, i had 

not been approved by the institution, how con 
ZZlt ^SS£T*L Z the cor.tr.rv, » 
t J , . 

of their ro.in.ry ! The suction* we make and submit then, to the 
at of an impartial public, as well as to Mr. Coldeu himself. 
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son with the sums devoted to these objects. It may he 
doubted whether all that has ever been applied to the 
charitable funds of the institution, would equal « hun- 
dredth part, perhaps I might s.j , thousandth part, of what 
ha. been expended by masons, for their temple, ,„d 
their decorations, for personal trappings, for jewelry for 
funerals, for precessions, for fesrivals and in the convivi- 
ality so inseparable from the meetings of the fraternity 

Let it be admitted, however, that the institution does 
relieve the poor and distressed to the greatest extent 
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of masonry necessary 
for the exercise of an; virtue ! Is it necessary that any 
set of men lobe charitable, should do their deeds by 
night, in hidden places ? That they should by lawful 
ceremonies, establish , relationship among themselves, 
which many of ihem believe imposes duties and obliga^ 
lions m reference to each other different from those by 
which they are bound to the rest of mankind ! Many of 
the fraternity feel themselves obliged, in whatever situa- 
tion they ma, be placed, to suffer an appeal from a broth- 
er mason to have an influencce-Offenders have persuad- 
ed themselves they could claim an exemption from pun- 
ishment as masons; and even at the bar of a court of jus- 
tice, a criminal has I bought he secured impunity bv re- 
vealing to the judge, who,,,, .bout to pronounce b» 
sentence, their masonic relationship. 

If masonry separates the members of the craft from 
their fellow ctizens; if masons are led to believe that 
their duty towards each other is different from what it is 
to the members of the community „„, connected with 
then, ; if a mason is bound to shield another from the 
B eneral operation of the laws, or if he be subjected to any 
penalties beyond those denounced by the legislature ■ 
jay, if even a feeble minded man I, made to believe that 
by becoming a M.,,,„, |, c enlist, in ,„ i„lated corps, 
the member, of which may claim privileges through theiJ 
brethren, and must perform duties which do not belong 
to other citizens, it cannot be a fit institution in on? 
country, where no man in the discharge of his duties to 
the community, should act from fear, favor, or affection 

It is often alleged that masonry engenders and cherish- 
es the social affections, by bringing men together with 
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kindly feelings towards each other. It is not to be doubt- 
ed but that a well regulated social intercourse has a 
beneficial influence on the disposition and character of 
mankind. But again, it must be asked, why is the se- 
crecy, Ihe parade, and the obligations of masonry neces- 
sary, if their objects be so virtuous ! It is to he feared, 
however, that these meetings have not always a happy in- 
fluence. Admilliiig that the utmost decorum and pro- 
priety are observed, while a lodge is open, yet the craft 
seldom separate without refreshment; ami it oftens hap- 
pens that more is taken than is necessary to repair the 
exhaustion of their labors, and too frequently, more than 

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits 
which are inimical to tins' prosperity and happiness of the 
i members and their families. Every meeting of a lodge 
is attended by visitors, and as there are generally, even 
in the country, several lodges within the compass of ten 
or twenty miles, opportunities for these visitations fre- 
quently occur. Often the habit of making them renders 
a man, who would otherwise have been content with his 
own fireside, impatient, at home, and desirous to exchange 
for the excitement of a masonic banquet, those enjoy- 
ments of his domestic circle with which he would have 
been perfectly content had it not been for the seductions 
of the craft. 

Did I know of any other advantage than these two, 
Charity and the cultivation of social dispositions, which 
any rational man at this day, imputes to masonry, 1 would 
not fail to mention it. 

But it is to be objected to masonry, not only that no 
good comes of it, but that it is productive of positive evils. 
To some of these I have already adverted, and will no- 
tice others which have presented themselves very forcibly 
to my mind, and I may say, to my conscience. 

If masonry is arrogant and impious in her pretensions, 
and delusive in her "promises, surely she deserves to be 
discountenanced. If she claim lo be coeval will) the 
world, and to be of divine origin, when in truth she is 
but as of yesterday, and springs from the dust of the 
earth, what obligation can there be that should induce 
any man to hesitate to speak of her according to her de- 
merits 1 
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That operative or practical masonry was one of the 
earliest arts practised by mankind, is very probable. We 
may suppose that masons, as well as other trades, very 
soon formed themselves into separate societies, and adopt- 
ed regulations, the better to establish and secure their 
interests. The employment of masons naturally brought 
them, as builders and architects, more than the members 
of any other trade, in contact with the wealthier and 
higher orders of societv. Men, as distinguished for tlieir 
ictence as for tlieir rank, were placed at the head of con- 
jregations of operative masons. It then became an hon- 
ar to he an associate of these bodies. Members were ad- 
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trade were retained to be transmuted into symbols of all 
the virtues and duties of mankind. 

No man, at this day, who has taken the least pains to 
examine the suhject, can douht that this is the origin of 
Freemasonry, or (hat the change from operative to specu- 
lative masonry took place in very modern times. The 
masonic society has no more pretence to a divine origin, 
than the societies of f=tati(jii(:rs, belchers, bakers, carpen- 
ters, or any other trade. These, for ages, have had, like 
operative masons, their assemblies, in which (heir wor- 
shipful masters and wardens have presided ; but they have 
been left in obscurity because their occupations did not 
bring them in familiar intercourse with men of wealth and 

The first three degrees of masonry, when traced back 
to the actual labors of the craft, may claim some sort of 
antiquity ; but as to all the numerous grades above these, 
(I think to the number of fifty,) they are of very modern 
invention, and are but the contrivances of ambitions or 
artful men to gratify their own vanity, or to obtain money 
from the vanity and folly of others. They have raked 
from the bigotry and chivalry of the dark ages p of the old 
world, the names of certain orders, which never had any 
connexion with ancient masonry. These modern institu- 
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tions are no more branches of the masonic system, than 
they are of the orders, whose titles they assume. 

The pretence thai masons are possessed of any peculiar 
knowledge, is as fallacious as their claim to a supernatu- 
ral and antediluvian origin. Bui if they possess all that 
they pretend to have, of what advantage is it to themselves 
or to mankind? Suppose some cabalistic words have 
been preserved and transmitted by masons through ages, 
and that the fables they recite were true histories, how 
would it benefit themselves or their fellow men] The 
world must again be covered with that darkness which 
excluded all moral and scientific light, before such know- 
ledge can be of any use even lo the possessors. 

Bat ii is pretended that lodges arc schools of the moral 
and physical sciences, and instruction in these is promised 
to those who join the fraternity. I have never heard of 
any attempt to impart any other moral instruction than 
that which could he conveyed by precepts like these : 
That masons must live within the compass; walk upright 
as the plumb; must deal on the square, and other such 
mystical advice. As to the sciences, the whole scope of 
instruction goes no further than frequently to remind the 
brethren thin the sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west, and rules the day, and that the moon rules the 

m That we may be in no danger of violating the secrets of 
masonry of having our judgments biassed by the antiquity 
it claim* or by respect for ihe many great and good men 
whose names are on the list of its votaries, let us for a 
moment put it out of view, and suppose that it were now 
proposed to establish a society, which, with awful solem- 
nities and dreadful denunciations, should impose secrecy 
on its members; that they should separate themselves 
from the rest of mankind, and establish an intelligence 
by which they could, under any circumstances, make 
themselves known to each other ; that ihc duties ot the 
members, in regard to themselves, should be incompatible 
with Ihe general order of society ; that when a member or 
the association should make himself known to another, he 
might look to that other for special favor, whether it was 
to be dispensed at the polls of an election, from the jury 
box, or from the bench. Suppose that the members ol 
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this association were bound lo screen each other, as far as 
in (heir power, from all evil, by concealment ; or by more 
active exertions, to relieve them from all dangers and diffi- 
culties, however they might arise from demerit. Let us 
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed with 
awful religious ceremonies, and with sanguinary and 
horrible penalties, of which each member should consider 
himself pledged to be the executor. We may suppose 
this institution to have many grades, and that, at every 
advance, there are new ceremonies, new oaths, and new 
penalties, the higher differing from the lowest, only in 
grossness of absurdity, and impiety of imprecations. That 
the members of this new institution decorated themselves 
with the trappings of royalty, and bestowed on each other 
sacerdotal, aristocratic, and even royal titles. If such a 
society were now to be proposed, who would hesitate to 
say that it would be profane, and inconsistent with our 
religious, moral, social, and political in.-ti to lions. One of 
the most serious objections which might be urffed to such 
an institution, would be its frequent administration of 
oaths. There would be danger that even these obliga- 
tions, however solemnly imposed, would become so fa- 
miliar as to be little regarded ; and the simple adjurations 
of a court of justice, administered with the least possible 
ceremony, would appear, when compared with the awful 
ceremonies of the society, to deserve but slight considera- 
tion. If the supposed oath imposed obligations which 
could not be fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a 
citizen, arid indeed without crime, every honest man 
would shrink from the literiil interpretation of it, and 
would find a refuge in construing it so as to reconcile it to 
his conscience ; rejecting such parts as he did not find ac- 
ceptable. Orfths, with which there must be so much 
tampering, could not but have a pernicious effect on 
society. "But these effects would be still more deplorable, 
were the oaths to be observed according to their letter. 

Masonry disclaims all interference in political matters. 
If, in this country, she has taken any part in the conten- 
tions of politicians, it has only been of late. While I was 
connected with the society, I had every reason to believe 
that she observed the forbearance she avows. But it 
must be obvious, that the whole machinery of the institu- 
te 
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tion is peculiarly adapted to political intrigue ; and though, 
in our country, its influence may not have been perceived 
by any party, yet we see that in a sister Republic, so far 
from its being considered the duty of the fraternity to 
keep apart from politics, the parlies whose dissensions 
distract the Commonwealth, are arranged under different 
masonic denominations. Scotch masons, and York ma- 
sons, in that country.Tio less designate masons of different 
sects, than they do partisans of different politics. If 
lodges may be converted into secret political clubs, they 
ought to be feared in a free country. 

It has often occurred to me as a little extraordinary, 
that in this republican country of ours, where we claim to 
be such pure democrats, there should he manifested in 
those who become masons, such a passion for finery, pa- 
geantry, dignities, and titles. One who affects to despise 
the blue or red riliband, the star and garter of an English 
lord, or the coronet of a foreign prince, clothes himself 
with the utmost complacency, in all the colors of the rain- 
bow, and decorates himself with as many jewels and 
medals, as are worn by an Indian chief. He expects 
from the fellows of his community, to be addressed by the 
titles of Worshipful, Host Worshipful, Excellent, Most 
Excellent, Illusti inns, and Most Illustrious, with as much 
certainty as the greatest despot in the world requires from 
his slaves a recognition of the rank he assumes. We see 
from the masonic notices daily published in our papers, 
that Knight, Prince, and even King, are familial lilies, 
by which those to whom they belong are always addressed 
by their brethren in their assemblies. "To his Most 
Illustrious Highness, Prince of the Royal Secret of the 
thirty-third degree," is a title which emblazons the name 
. of many a good republican in this community. Foreigners 
must think we are not less fond of the show, and trap- 
pings, and titles of aristocracy and royalty, than any other 
people, when they see that we are so eager to adopt 
them, in the only way tolerated by our political consti- 
tutions. 

It is true there is something of equality in this, inas- 
much as every man, of every grade, and every complexion, 
may be invested with all the finery, and the magnificent 
.titles of the order. All others, however, are rivalled by 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. HI 

the splendor of the Black Lodges of this city, headed by 
their Respectable and Worshipful Masters. 

I hire known many persons whose brains have been 
turned by their elevalion from humble occupations to 
royal titles and imaginary thrones. Indeed, I have never 
known a very great mason, who was not a very great fool. 
I beg to be understood. I do not mean by very great 
masons, those who have stood holiest itt the estimation of 
the craft, and who have attained the highest masonic 
honors. I do not forget that the names of Washington 
Clinton, Warren, La Fayette, Franklin, Robert R.\iv- 
ingston, Jackson, and Marshall, are justly the boast of 
the fraternity ; nor is it possible that I should ever forget 
that I have seen many venerated clergymen, sanciiiVmg 
by their presence and their prayers the labors, as well as 
the refreshments of a lodge. But 1 mean by great ma- 
sons, those who are proud of their pompous titles; who 
are fund of decorations ; who persuade themselves that 
the affairs of the world turn upon masonry; that without 
it, society could hardly exist, or if it did, would be de- 
prived of its fairest ornament, and moat beneficial ar- 
rangement. 

Jt may be asked, how it happens that I should have been 
so long a mason and not until this time expressed my dis- 
approbation of the institution. It is true, it is nearly 
forty years since I became a member of the masonic 
fraternity, but I began to question its utility long ago. It 
must be fifteen or twenty years since I belonged to any 
lodge, and some eight or ten years that I have not been 
within the walls of a lodge room. During this time, I 
have not hesitated to espress opinions in accordance with 
what I have now written. 

When I was hardly twenty-one years of a^c I was 
initiated in a lodge in New- York, which was distinguished 
for the respectability of its members. All of These I 
knew must have submitted to whatever would be required 
of me. My confidence, that they would not have done 
any thing wrong, induced me to pass through the required 
forms with very little— too little consideration. A like 
deference for the example of others, led me from step to 
step, with the same inconsiderateness. It was not till the 
buoyancy of youth had passed, that I began to see the 
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vanity and folly, and, as I thought, the evil tendency of 
masonry. Morgan's fate has, I acknowledge, strengthened 
the unfavorable impressions 1 entertained previously to 
his murder. Since that event, I have thought the insti- 
tution not only idle and useless, hut this horrible catas- 
trophe has evinced that its mysteries may engender 
infatuation that will stnp at no crime. Since that event, 
I have believed it would lit- a relinquishment of a duly I 
owed to society, if I suffered rnv respect for those vene- 
rated men who have left the world to believe that masonry 
was approved by them, prevent me from expressing the 
convictions of in v own mind of its merits. The example 
of die many who have stood as high in the ranks of 
masonry as In the estimation of the world, would have 
induced me to have buried my own thoughts in silence. 
I should have been awed by their opinions could I be 
sure that these patrons, of whom masonry so justly boasts, 
deliberately examined the merits of the institution; but 
when I reflect how many years of my life were passed 
before I gave the subject due consideration, I cannot but 
suppose that they, like myself, for a long tune, may have 
been content to rest on the example of their predecessors, 
and that they have left their successors free to express 
their opinions. If these are unfavorable to masonry, no 
one can say that they are in opposition to what would 
have been the deliberate judgment of the persons whose 
great examples are considered of such authority. 

I am happy that the tetter I have had the honor to re- 
ceive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, in 
such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, my 
sentiments on this subject. I have reason to believe 
they are in accordance with those of many good and 
respectable men who are masons; and who, I hope, will 
not by their silence, suffer their example in becoming 
masons to have an undue influence. I come forward the 
more readily at this moment, when I think no party or 
unworthy motive can bo imputed tome; when the ex- 
■ccasioned by the murder of Morgan, has sub- 
a just abhorrence of the guilty; and when the 
question is not whether every mason is not a bad man, 
but whether masonry is not a bad institution. I believe 
that it does no good that might not be accomplished by 
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far better means. lis secrecy and extensive combinations 
are dangerous. Its titles and trappings are vain, foolish; 
and inconsistent with our republican institutions. Its 
pretensions are absurd, fallacious and impious; and its 
ceremonies and mysteries are profane, and lead many to 
believe that Ibey impose obligations paramount to the 
laws. However limited the influence of my opinions 
might be, I should be sorry to end my life, leaving it to 
be believed that I had lived and died the advocate of an 
institution of which I entertain such views. 



REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY. 



Eight of this c 
to feel mysell 
wherein I hai 



I have done 
^y.and given just 



casion of offence to snme of my ChYi: 
MOW fully convinced. 1 am satisfied, by a knowledge of 
facts, which have recently been presented lo my mind, 
and which have placed me beyond a reasonable doubt, 
that the institution is very different, in nature and utility, 
irnm what I anticipated when I first became a member. 
1 then joined upon the assurance of others of lis great 
antiquity, of the purity of its principles, and the many 
advantages which it would present to me as a minister of 
the gospel. Notwithstanding 1 verily thought, that [ 
could depend upon those assurances; I have since found 
to my sorrow and disgust, that I have been deceived and 
disappointed. By these remarks, I do not mean to cast 
reflections upon those who gave me such assurances 
They were doubtless deceived ; and I feel much more dis- 
posed to apply to myself the denunciation, "Cursed is the 
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roan that trusteth in man ;" than harshly to censure those, 
who were, perhaps, the -innocent occasion of my folly. 

With regard to the antiquity of the institution, 1 have 
found, by well authenticated facts, that it Ciiimot be traced 
farther back than to the sixteenth century. 1 find that 
the tirst lod'j-e of Frccmnsuus ever instituled, was founded 
in London, anil that the first, which emanated from this 
original -lock, was a* late as A. D. 1717- These tacts 
are so authentic, that i feel myself warranted to say, 
beyond a reasonable doubt, th-it" the institution is, com- 
paratively, of recent origin. When therefore it professes 
to teach doctrines and facts by tradition, from before the 
flood, from the days of Solomon, or even from the corn- 



have devoted themselves to its interests. 

In respect tn the principles of the institution, it may be 
remarked, that this society, different from any other, holds 
mo ,:,Ws, The one class of principles, is, its costume, 
or dress, in which it appears helore the public. 1 hese 
principles are, charilv,* moral virtue, social intercourse, 
&C all good in the abstract. The other class ol princi- 
ples consists in secrecy, secret signs and obligations, and 
secret doctrines. Upon these filter principles the - hole 
institution is erected. This circumstance has doubtless 
deceived m«ny. It deceived me. For a considerable 
time, I thought the institution was built upon those prin- 
ciples which 1 now find to be merely external, do-i-ncd 
for profession and show. The institution, instead of 
bein<* buiit upon charity, and moral virtue, is huilt upon 
the secret principles, which 1 have mentioned ; and these 
are principles by which genuine masons must be guiued, 
however they may clash with other rules. 




th 



Christian era; it is evident that the 
o speak a lie; a lie too, which, more 
ig else, has been the means of iniold- 
the society, the vast multitudes, who 
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That the masonic institution lias its obligations, no 
mason will deny. The great and important question, 
which now agitates the public mind, is, What is [he na- 
ture of these obligations 1 Do those who take masonic 
obligations resign [heir lives to the disposal ol lhe sociefy; 
or does the society hold itself authorized to take the life 
©f any individual or individuals, who may be considered 
as having violated its secret laws? As it respects myself, 
1 have told masons repeatedly, that the moment I became 
convinced, that there was any thing in masonic obliga- 
tions which either authorized or sanctioned the infliction 
of death, as a penalty, in case of violation, I would re- 
nounce masonry immediately. But I have now to con- 
fess, with pain and sorrow, that » knowledge of facts has 
placed it beyond a doubt in my own mind, that the ma- 
sonic Irafernity, as a body, do mean tn hold the lives of 
individual members at their disposal. It does appear by 
numerous lacts, substantiated by plenary evidence, that a 
free citizen of these United States has not only been kid- 
napped and murdered by mason,, but that this awful 
transaction was contrived and executed by masonic bodies. 
It does appear, that masnnic bodies, such as Lodges, 
Chapters, and Encampments, have secreted and facilitated 
the escape of the murderers ; and that they did send the 
one, who executed the fatal deed, out of the country »a 
soon as possible* Were it proper, at this time, I think 
I could furnish sufficient evidence of what 1 have staled, 
to satisfy any candid mind. But such conduct as this, I 
must consider a fair comment upon the secret principles 
of tht institution. 

Besides, it appears to have heen a fact, that the Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter of the United States was in session, in 
the city of New York, at the time Wi||i am Morgan was 
taken from Batavia, and that an express wiis despatched 
immediately to inform the Grand Chapter what had taken 
place, and what was done with the unhappy victim. 1 rom 
the silence of the General Grand Chapter'on the subject, 
we must draw the natural inference, that it did, virtually, 



* See the Affidavit of Avery Aliyn, tiefort Horace Holrirn, Esq. 
ofthr rityof New Voik, March 2!i, l«29; also of John Maun, be- 
fore Judge Tisdale, of Genesee. 
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to say the least, sanction the outrage. The question also 
may be asked, Has any Grand Lodge in the United States, 
or any Grand Chapter, or Grand Encampment, or the 
General Grand Chapter, or General Grand Encampment, 
ever disavowed that the secret principles of Lhe institution 
do authorize and sanction the infliction of death as » 
penalty? Not to my knowledge; and it may he pre- 
sumed they never have. But until these general hodies 
do this, it matters not what individual masons, or indi- 
vidual lodges, may say on the subject ; because they all 
act in subordination. Unless the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
thnsPtts, Cor example, disavow the prerogative to inflict 
death as a penalty, it is vain lor any individual lodge, or 
lodgis, in the Common wealth to disavow it ; tor all the 
loil-res in the Commonwealth are in subordination to the 
Grand Lodge. 01 what avail would it he for this town 
to say, that the law of this Commonwealth does not de- 
nounce the penalty of death against the murderer, unless 
the government of the Stale come out and say so too? 
But 1 have evidence, that William Mnrgan is not the first, 
who has fallen a victim to masonic vengeance. 1 have 
been informed by as many as three different persons, (all 
masons,) that a man was " put out c-i the way," that is, 
secretly murdered, a few years ago, by the Grand Lodge 
of a neighboring State." In conversing also, with ma- 
sons of high standing, 1 have never beard any ot them, 
of a certify character, express the least regret that Mor- 
gan was put to death ; but only that he was not pot to 
death more secretly. A High Priest of the order, some 
time since, told one of my brethren in the ministry, that 
he had no doubt that Morgan was put to death, and that he 
ought to be put to death on mosonii principles. With these 

id- tiH'l *\io e=s ill !f\-,i.n siirli *!;i!i<liiig wiih iht- ffai i '■■ i it v , were 
«ul>s(aiitially theft: : — A ntmh.r r,i the niacin: iiistilulii.ti, whom 
I will rat) A. B. ami who lived in one ofthe hack towns of R**** 
****** look C U Bad made him R mason, as the masons would 
lav "illrgntly;" givini: him such inslrtK linns thai he "worked 
himVir int" a lodge."' C. V. retained this illegal standing for 
(ome lime, and rendered himself bo familiar with lhe "work," 
that he obtained an office, I Ihink that of junior "r senior warden. 
Bv and by i.owc ver. " il leaked fait," that C. D. had been made 
a mawu illegally, and by whom ; when the lodge " made hm 
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facts in view, is it possible to got rid of the impression, 
that the masonic institution is a hhud-ttained institution ? 

of tiie history of the institution, and the history of its de- 
grees, that it leads on step by step into infidelity. '1 he 
dislmciion between ancient and modern Freemasonry is 
altogether ivithout foundation. It is nil modem. It is 
all directly calculated to promote the designs of intidelity. 
The three first degrees, it is true, are not .-o exceplifmnble 
as the higher; but still the,j are excepliona Me, esprchillv 
as they pertain to a modern institution. Even in these 
degrees, the Muster, if he proceeds according to rule, 
personifies, .mi] place* himself instead of, the Deity, in a 
kind of mock imitation of the most august scene which 
was ever witnessed either by men or angels ; and which 
God permitted to be witnessed only by the iatter. It is 
here, (and masons will well understand me,) the Muster 
of the Lodge, in representation of what he is about to do 
himself, cites that most sublime passage of Holy Writ, 
'■•■And God said. Let there be light, and there win light." 
It is here, also, he stand*-, and professes, to imitate the in- 
finite and eternal God, who spake light into existence ! 
II the institution zneic <■( divine origin, as masons have 
pretended, and litis work were never performed except 
by those who have a becoming reverence for the Deity, 
it would alter the case materially. But, being a mere hu- 
man contrivance, fostered too, in an age of infidelity, and 
managed, as it frequently is, by men, who have the high- 
est contempt for serious things ; the institution must be 
directly calculated, even in the three lower degrees, to 
harden the heart, ami banish from the mind the fear of 
God. What then should lie thought of the higher de- 
grees, in which the infinite God is still more strikingly 



fraternity. * Soon a dor lhi„ A. !!., who hud thus violated his mat 
sonic obligations, hi. jjj.t tsi d to !>e in [■********#. al the limp the 
Grand Lodge was in ■.•■•i;nj, ivbk-h sammnm-ft him to a|.pr;ir he- 
fore them. C. D. otit jut i.l,<- iiiiiipnuf, aurt w»<, by the Grand 
Lodge, "pnt out of (he way,' 1 sj secretly, that his friends thought 
he had absconded, and this was the genual report. — I In- -;i"nt 
mason, who related to me Hn si: cirenm*tanei s, expressed his re- 
gret that the " Morgan affair" had not been conducted tt» ttcrtUy, 
and thereby prevented all this noise and commotion. 
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personified by mortii! worms ; where his sacred names and 
attributes are used as pass-words, and mock miracles are 
wrought as signs ; as every mason knows, who has taken 
the^e dogrees 1 Here loo, is -mot her cause of delusion ; 
thai is the pretence, that what pertains to the Royal Arch, 
and its preparatory decree*, is ancient nunonnj. It is 
capable of the most satisfactory proof, -that nothing was 
known of what is called " Royal Arch Masonry," even 
as e.iriy as 1730. It cannot be traced even to English 
origin. It has not been tolerated in England. In 1799, 
anything higher than the three tirst degrees of masonry, 
whs prohibited by law.* Upon the same stock has been 
graffed the Knights 1 degrees, which masons profess to 
tract: to Jerusalem. But Professor Hobi<on,t speaking of 
a certain lodge, situate at Lyons, in France, says, « We 
know that this lodge stood, as it were, at the head of 
French Fi'enma-om'y, and thai Hit fictitious order of Ma- 
sonic Knigkis Templars was formed in this lodge, and 
was considered as ike model of all the rest of litis mimic 
chivalry." Here, then, It is evident, that the Knights' 
degrees originated in intidel France, at a lime when in fi- 
delity generally prevailed in that nation, and when infidels 
had (be control of almost all the lodges on the continent 
of Europe. This will account for their horrid oaths, and 
for some of their ceremonies, too shocking to be named 
on this occasion.|; Connected in the same chain, are the 



* tfec (he work on H'ree masonry, by " A Master Mason." 

J 1 nave it mi th' bes7autWily, that a part of one obligation, 
adn.ini-l.rpfl to an Ilfu.-tnons Knight, runs in the following man- 
ner:—" You further swear thai should you ever know a annpan- 
iou violate any essential part dI' this m>!k>:it ion, yon will Kir your 
most deeded endeavors, by the ultssiug of God, to bring such per- 
son to lilt atriclt si and mo-l cnmii»ii punishment, airreeably In the 
rules ami usages of our ancient I'raterniiy ; and this by pointing him 
out j i .!■ Id is jii »i:«n ns ■ ; :i nd. by 

r ; ,fi i bin Lvtu-rcvn He nut) sr», by 1 spnsbif! him to the 
conl.mnt of th* whole t'raternily and of the world, hut of our Il- 
lustrious order more especially, during his whole natural life." 

In what is railed the " Sealed Obligation," the novitiate "drink* 
Wine from a human skull," and s'Vear;,— " As the sins of the whola 
world were laid upon the head of the Saviour, so may all the smi 
committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped ujwn 
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"Ineffable Degrees," in which, nmong other ceremonies, 
there is r mock celehnHinn of the Lord's Sii|>per ! That 
these degrees are in [lie same system of freemasonry with 
the preceding is evident, because Uie FreemnsonVMoni- 
tor prescribes the rule for this shocking service, when 
« the .Most Perfect presents the candidate with bread and 
wine, saying, eat ol this bread with me, and drink of the 
same cup."* Socti is the shocking mmire of these de- 
grees, that it is perfectly natural to pass on, from step to 
step, until the Ktiiy-ht adept of the Eagle or Sun snvs to 
the novitiate—" Behold this mnnsl^r which you ninst'con- 
quer-a serpent which WE detest as an idol ilv.it is 
adored by the idiot and vulgar under the name of RELI- 
GION ! ! !"T Such also lias been the artful management 
in some of these degrees, that certain things, most excep- 
tionable, hsve been withholden from serious, conscien- 
tious men, while they have been exhibited to others of a 
different character; which has tended very much to de- 
ceive, and keep in ignorance, those, who would other- 
wise ii-Ave protested, and exposed the wickedness. 1 have 
satisfactory evidence, that something was withholden Irom 
me, even in the Hoy*! Arch Degree, which has beea 
communicated to others.! 

f« l> >i..laSe c„ rm,,,,,., :l „v ohl.g.,,,,,,,, Omt [ have t.,r,. l ,. (( >r e 
" tn - V * k "- at < h ' s "■»'■, <li»ll at any rotors (as ; , i„ n . 

"rd.-rofKmchlh™,,!. S n h.l,,me 
" h "| " v, '* ln ff *'<" a minister of Ihe K o?pel, of pond slsml- 
I £' II j u ,.'" U - r ' p - ffiliC-riiinir the- CMrrni,l!iy in utiich 

1 ™' r<-]'h»"l. " I can smrei. Iy?:.y,(hal / nev. r <l ut,k 

Win* out of a human sluill ; hut we have oi.r ate ,v«lir,t at 



Qe o( the <v 
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* Fretmasoirs Monitor, i;:t>?, p. 2fi3. 
„ f S« Barruel's Hi 9 lory of Jacohioism, and Professor Robison'B 
Froofs ofa Conspiracy. 

:f A minister of the gospel informed m<-, not lon ? since, (hat he 
took lh, s degree, l, fore he herame a prearher ; when an obi ,.-:,( i, B 
wasa,!,i !ii i !s fe ri ,o In ii™ aliose! Iter !is , xr! .,,i ™ahi f - as Ihe one i.er- 
tamingto Ibis degree, revealed by the Le Roy Convention. Thi« 
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Sow, Christian brethren anil friends, as I am in pos- 
session of these twit, ami many more, which time would 
fail to mention, and convince!, as 1 am, that the i.istitu- 
tion of Freemasonry is Atili-t: li ri~=l inn, is il not my '-'ilv, 
as a Christian and a minister ol the gospel, lo come out 
and leave it ? Can maws hlame me lor corning ^ not and 
leaving the inslilulion'! But, it will l.e said, « Why did 
you not come out before V I answer ; I was riot in pos- 
session of these facts before, by which 1 might be con- 
vinced. It is not long since some of these fncfs hrst 
came before the public. For a very considerable time, I 
was so blinded, as sincerely to believe, and say, that the 
commotion in the western part of our country, wm merely 
a political excitement. Others, perhaps, Hunk so slill. 
But bein" undeceived with respect lo Ihese hicts, 1 have 
very naturally been led to look at other-, lo ermine, 
coolly and deliberately, the history of ihe inslilulion, the 
history and nature ot its degrees, and the nature ot its 
secret Principles. TUisdoiiberMe. eir.mirum.nhn-hn-.ught 
my mind, irresistibly, to the result, which \ present helure 

y °But h ,» Why did yon not withdraw secretly, and silently, 
from Ihe institution, say nothing, either lor or against it, 
and save the excitement, which mnsl result Irom an open 
renunciation?" Answer. Such a conrs". I «>,.->■ ibou^rt, 
and sai-i, was the most judicious. 1 did not think it 
necessary, that any person should come out in this open, 
manner on the supposition that it was best In leave ihe 
institution. But, I have become convinced, that 1 could 
not pursue this course coiiscieiiiiovslji. Believing, as 1 
firmlvand si nee re I v do, that the masonic insutnrimi is 
Anti-Christian, I could not discharge my duty by with- 
drawing in silence. Now, I **k, Chrisli m brethren ,„d 
friends, on the ground that the institution is what t 
have stated, and its secret principle- ol such a nature as 
have been pointed out, whether you can desire me to 

clergyman further stated, that in the «bll S ai ion a.bnn.^.vr, r) to 
him, (he clanfc "■<•! me I ii ■!<■<!, - ma.-'!" ui.<I iri-n *o:-< >"T>- >■ • 
He recollected Hits, linm the f il l|.,win- oirci.mstanre ; a ^ajmsi 
brollnr, who was '•entiled" a 
stopped, when the High Ftiest c 
"If it was so"' 
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leave to your sons my name sine! influence, as a minister 
or the gospel, hi favor of the iustitutioo ? On the ground 
that the institution is what has been rpjii-esesiti-d, do you 
desire, that your children may have io plead an excuse 
for becoming Freemasons what thousands have done with 
respect to other ministers of the go-pel, that ■■ ifovr vdn- 
ister was n Freemason ?" But this must certainly be the 
ease, were I 1o withdraw from the institution in siknee. 
Should I do this, 1 must necessarily leave the weight of 
my name, example and influence, however light they 
might appear, in favor of the institution. But this I can- 
not do. Jn justice to my own conscience, in justice to the 
young and ri-.ing generation, and in justice to the cause of 
Christ, I must come out, openly and h-oneml^ and declare 
my connexion with the masonic institution dissolved. 



CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE HISTORICAL 
EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF FREEMASONRY 
PRIOR TO THE LAST CENTURY". 

Boston, Nov. 11, 1829. 

Gentlemen,.— In order to the acquisition and diffusion 
of light on the subject of Ftoeouifinry — a suhject d^epiy 
affecting the welfare of our country, the citizens of Bos- 
ton, at a great public meeting, appointed the undersigned 
a committee to promote inquiries into the nature of its 
claims. 

lu pursuance of this duty the Committee found it to 
be expedient, in order to arrest the attention, and satisfy 
the diversity of opinions on the subject, to have recourse 
to different sources of information, because the testimony 
that would influence the opinions of some, would have lit- 
tle or no effect upon those of others. 

The vieivs the Committee have, gentlemen, in addres- 
sing you upon this subject, are not to elicit masonic signs, 
pass-words, or grips— for these are all known ; but their 
11 



tal literature must have furnished you with the means of 
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tW following viz;—' Is there any known history to justify 
the belief that Speculative or Freemasonry had existence 
prior to the last century V It claims an origin coeval 
with time, aurl many believe it— some, however doubt 

The expression n't' your sentiments Upon the foregoing 
question, in writing, will very much oblige your resuect- 
ful and obedient servant*. 

GI'.ORGE ODIORNU, 
JOHN 1). WILLIAMS, 
ABNER PHELPS, 
BEN J. W. LAM li, 
WILLIAM MARsTON, 
HENRY GASSETT, 
JONATHAN FRF.NCEi, 
THOMAS W ALLEY, 
DANIEL WELI>, 
EBENEZER VV1TIIINGTON, 
BEN J. V. FRENCH, 
JOHN P. WIHTWELL, 

Suffolk Committee. 



DR. WOODS' REPLY. 

Theological Seminary, Andovkr, ? 

December 7th, 1S29. $ 

Tolhe Suffolk ComiDiues. 

Gentlemen, — -The question which you have proposed 
to me and my colleagues respecting the origin of Free- 
masonry, I shall answer very briefly. The question I 
understand as relating to what is essential to Freema- 
sonry at the present time,— to what is peculiar to the 
system. 

The antiquity of Freemasonry must be determined in 
the same way as the antiquity of any thing else. Suppose 
we are asked, whether there is reason to believe that war 
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existed in the time of David? We answet 
mative, and refer immediately to the hi.slorif.nl evidence. 
We have a history which has every mark of genuineness 
and truth, which expressly informs us that there was war 
in his days; and that he was actively engaged in it. 
And this fact agrees with the known character of David 
and with the circumstances of the f snielitish nation in 
his days ; and it is referred to ifi many of Ins Psalms, and 
in subsequent -Jewish writings. This is proof sufficient. 
Rational belief rests on evidence, and this evidence we 
have. But suppose any man should assert that hand 
utv.rer-it.iiod the principles of Elect i icd y as they are laid 
down by modern Philosophers, and that he wrote a hook 
contain Ml J those principle We xr.l him tor Ins 

ancient writings, which shows this I No. h it probable 
that ho understood Electricity, from the general state of 
philosophical science in anci.-nl limes ? The [>roi>a h :l H y 
is on the other side, especially as we are able to trace the 
history of Electricity to its origin in modern times. 

Again, let a man assert that Solomon made a balloon, 
and that he frequently rode in it from Jerusalem to 'l yre, 
end sometimes look in Fliratn with him. We should put 
the same question ; What evidence is there of this-! Does 
any authentic history assert it; or does the supposition 
agree with our ideas of Solomon's character, or with the 



not be believed. The above remarks show how I sup- 
pose the question respecting the hi;rh aniiqmty of t-Vr-e- 

existed in Solomon's days, and that he and Hiram, Kino- 
of Tyre, were freemasons, we inquire for proof- Is 
there any historical evidence! of the fact ?— Where is that 
evidence found ' la it in any ancient bonk ? Let the 
book be produced Is it derived from tradition t l.et it 
be shown where that tradition existed, and how it is tra- 
ced back to the lime of Solomon, or to any period near 
that. Is it derived from a new rewlatitm 1 Let it be 
shown to whom tho revelation was made, and what cre- 
dentials he had of his being authorized to teach it to oth- 
ers, ff there is any evidence whatever, let it he made to 
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appear. No reasonable man will ever assert an impor- 
tant fact, with an expectation or desire of having it be- 
lieved, without producing evidence to prove it. Now I 
have never seen or heard of any evidence, of any kind or 
degree, in support of the pretended antiquity of freema- 
sonry ; and I suppose the same is true of all others. 
What then can we do, consistently with reason and com- 
mon sense, but to withhold our belief. 

As to probable evidence ; it would he very proper to 
inquire, whether it can be reconciled to the acknowl- 
edged character of Solomon, and of the twelve Apostles 
to suppose, that they belonged to a society, established 
on the pf'uttiiiks and practising the rites of Freemasonry. 
If these principles and rites arc what the community at 
lar^o imdfmiiTtd ihem to be, and what Fiiimnsmsthtm- 
sclret understand t hem to be, an answer to this inquiry 
would be no very dillicult thing. 

I am, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, 
Yours, &x 

LEONARD WOODS. 



PROFESSOR STUART'S REPLY. 



Gentlemen, — In answer lo your iuquiri 
any traces of the history of Freemasonry, in ancient times, 
I reply, that it has not been my lot to find any thing of 
this nature, in any book that I have ever perused, either 
in any of the Asiatic or European languages. I take it 
lo be a point conceded by all literary men, that no such 

The pretence that Freemasonry was known in the time 
of Solomon, is refuted by the internal evidence which 
masonic books themselves contain. For example, they 
tell us that Hiram A biff, the Grand Master Mason, was 
killed by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubeltim. It happens, un- 
fortunately, however, that these names are formed, (and 
that by no very skilful master,} from the Latin language) 
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find not from the Hebrew, to which they bear not the 
slightest resemblance. All Hebrew names are signifi- 
cant and have a Hebrew shape; and it requires but a 
rnoileraic share ot sluli, to delect gross imposture in this 
pretended history of Hiram A biff. 

The same is manifestly the case, in regard to a large 
class of names, ivliich are given out iiv masonic l>o<,'- 

very ancieni ; e. g. [i„|,, G,!>l, mites, Toul lith, [Xha 

Jaobert, Tito, llarrodmt, Juha, (Annua ni wbirh the 
books say means, / am that I am,) Jubilum, Akirop, Si^ 

dach, Solo, and manv others, [f ,|„. 1' m ,, „„,. 

books be what it seems to be, that these have\orne down 
from the days and the language of Solomon, a is 2ro « 
■'"posture. ThoM> names would f,r the most part, be as 
good Hebrew, as , lft™,V,fovr is Knplish. ' 

If what the books state, also, about the use of such 
names as Jah, Jevah, Jovah, Shaddai, Adonai, be trtte, 
(names ot the adorable Uodln<ad, ii) the Hebrew lari- 
" l . ,a -:- ; lm] ""rodtiOTd it would seem, by some masons 
who had a smanerm-r of the Hebrew lam^e ■} if it he 
true that these names are used in tl lu %x>nneM ii and 
manner in which the books of masons declare them to be 
then it is certain that the name ol'God is profanelv u--'h{ 
And what can [ say of I he Amman!, which ,, pn^r'-d 
to mean, / ,™ ,!„« / rm , , collf th.i. I ,-amm. i,'!o 
snm .ierinj a, ,|„ mam,-, ,:,„.;„ )>, ,1,, i, M „,| tll < ; 
used, m books published 3 .y members of t'-e on -mi - f 
ternity Whether the accounts, howler," from' winch [" 
take this, are true, is of course more than 1 am able to 
vouo.i tor. ], is only on the supposition that they are so 
im'o"'V ema hilVC il "' V beafi "= °" tilC sub j cc! of 

If these accounts are (rue, then it is time that every 
man m our community should know it. That any class 
ot men among us should he encouraged to expect protec- 
tion m all ra^'s, murder arid treason not excepted," is 
what institutions like ours can never sanction ; and the 
matter B '""' ld ° i)e,1C< ' *™ de relatio " 1,3 lllis 
If these accounts are not true, the mnsona owe it to 
themselves and to the world, to vindicate themselves 
troin such charges. Especially b this the case, inasmuch 
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as these charges are made by men of good standing, of 
unimpeachable integrity and veracity, and who have a 
personal acquaintance with all the secrets of masonry. 
For my part, 1 shall be exceedingly glad to see these 
chanrr- rd'tited ; as it would greally relieve my mind in 
rcsard to ma.,v muruM* men, brfongi.13 to the masomc 
order. But 1 see no way to get rid of the force ot tue 
testimony in question, until a counter-statement is made, 
which is worthy of credibility. 

For a Ion" lime, I neiiber knew nor cared much about 
thi, BHbjfCt". lint recent attention to it, has filled me 
wiih ast.'.mshm- ut : and as to «,me thing* contained in 
it with horror. The trilling with oaths, and with the 
awful names of the ever blessed God, is a feature 1 can- 
not contemplate but. with deep distress. 
! am. Gentlemen, 

Your friend and obedii nl servant, 

MOSES STUART. 

Boston, Nov. 4, 1839. 

Gswi^MEN,— At a numerous meeting of the citizens 
of Hoston and vicinity, the undersigned were appointed a 



, inquire i 



j the origin, nature, and pill 



P '7n°perlbrTin B " the duties assigned them, they find the 
Masonic In 



antiquity 
tory that 
with. T 



supported by any well authenticated his- 
ndersi«ned have yet been able to meet 
e discovered no book on Freemasonry 

17-2:i, Since that period to the present, 

thr'Tisisire liistoriau will have ample materials to prove the 
existence of the iusMtution. The masomc wrHors, u lnci 
the committee have yet seen on the amenity ot I' ri-em.i- 
aonry, appear to rely on tradition. But tradition is not 
asked for. It would seem natural to expect that a 
socierv, claiming for iis members, the worthy, the earned 
and the great, in all ages and countries, should have, at 
least, something more to he relied on, to prove its very 
existence, than vague tradition. 

The disclosures which have been made, and the con- 
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sequent growing excitement, that has arisen in our 
country on this subject, appear to justify a fearless and 
thorough investigation. Truth and impartiality are alone 
sought lor. It lias occurred lo ihe undersigned, that the 
course most likely lo give satisfaction to the public, in 
the present inquiry, wasto present the historical question, 
as to the origin ..! 1-Veemasonry, to the decision of hio- Q 
minded and honorable gentlemen of profound learning 
and research. Men above suspicion, nnd in possession of 
the most ancient nnd extensive libraries in this country. 

The special object of this application is, respectfully 
to request an answer lo the following historical question, 

Is there any known history, to justify the belief, that 
Speculative, or Freemasonry, had existence prior to the 
last century 1 

The expression of your sentiments, in writing, on the 
foregoing question, will be gratefully iicknoivledgcd by 
Your most obedient servants, 

THIi COMMITTEE. 



IE. QUINCY'S REPLY. 



To theGenlleinen ort!,o SmT,. I'-l <.''jui!jii!ii-i.. 

Gentlemen,— I have received and laid before the 
Faculty of Harvard University, your letter, requesting an 
expression of their sentiments on the question - " Is tiif>re 
any known history lo justify the belief, that Speculative, 
or Freemasonry, had existence prior to the last century.'' 

In reply, I have the honor, by request of the Faculty 
to state that they have no knowledge of any such history 
On inquiry of the Librarian of ihe 'University, and on ex- 
amining the catalogue of books, no such has been found. 
The subject is one, however, on which the members of 
the Faculty profess to have no precise information, it 
haying never before been presented to them as an object 
of interest and inquiry. 

Should any books in the College Library be found lo 
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he important, for your purposes, in the course of your 
invnsii;r;Uiim, they will, without doubt, on application, be 
placed at (he command of any person engaged under 

i-Ut -ulli iii';. in Hi-- r, . .(. li t- li ■■ ■ mil nno I. 

Very respectfully, Gentlemen, 

I am your obedient servant, 

JOSIAII QU1NCY, 

FFeaLdanlof Huvatct rjuiwnitj, 



THE LAWFULNESS OF FR^GM \SONRY AS A SECRET 



We feel prepared to take what some may consider 
high ground, thai societies are unlawful. Wo <io 

statutes which prohibit them— but we moan thai such an 
institution as yours is highly dangerous in its tendency 
to the best interests of society. What wo have to state 
here may be offensive to some of your brethren, but we 
hone not to yourself. We sav therefore that, towards 
masons we indulge no hostile >< !iu:>s. If we give of- 
fence to any, it is* from an imperious sense of duty— not 
from personal resentment. 

We here remark again that we are unable to perceive 
how we can discuss this question with you and come to 
the point in hand, which k to vindicate the propriety of 
our resolution, without freely examining the nature of 
your institution, which now stands all unguarded by the 
Tyler's swurd. 

We do not regard your institution with any friendly 

- Their resolution was as follow*,—" Rtwlr.nl, Tint Hit' fotipo- 
cialion "'ill rifiihi't iireiin*. oi-i;=i!ii, "r iii'luil. '!!"- who =i:-i-'t sny 
connexion with Hie iniLimti.ui of niii-^nfy. or who wiH r.t.i <!i-a|>- 
j.rr,ve ami rn„,imrv il ; inf "ill iv sivp If-.i' v- t,t ri-cminiioinlalinri 
in favor of such persons to preach in any of the churches in our 
connexion." 
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feeling. We wish it prostrated to the ground, never 
to rise again. We are not in favor, as you are of 
having its " implements," &c. laid up i„ the choicest of 
cabmets.-nor of having the least vestige of it left to her 
vigorous successors," — but we wish it to come to a 
complete and everlasting end. You have something to 
say- in favor of the lawfulness of secret societies.— In pace 
Jtli you say, that " of their intrinsic lawfulness, I have 
no doubt," and that " for any aovernment to forbid them, 
would in my view, he rank tyranny." 

1. We oppose this opinion, first, by a view of some 
circumstances of die case In this country the people 
who are always the best judges of their mm iniere«i « >v- 
em-and if They are disposed to prohibit by law/thVW- 
istence of secret societies, there in no tyranny in the 
ca-e; for ,t is absurd to suppose that the people, in the 
tree exercise of their prerogatives, will oppress them- 
selves. Iherelnre should it ever become the popular 
opinion, that secret societies ought no, to exist, the omh- 
ston to prohibit them h\ law would be " rank tyranny," 
because this omission would give indulgence to the>w 
w '"""" - - trample on the privileges of 

and has been, for many 



masonic liisulntton i.' 



the 

years in our country, the 
rium in imperio." The prerogative 
ed are unchartered It has grown up bv mere iZhUgvice. 
Society at large should never he exposed to be prartised 
upon by a few " sons of light." Masonry has been the 
instrument in the hands of had men, of piratical depreda- 
tions no the pernle. 1 f the people h;i ie foes it is ri-rht 
that they should see them and their weapons and under- 
stand their plans-that they mav have in, equal chance 
for the.r lives. Masonry is such an instrument as we 
have, ,„ part described it; and there arc many in whose 
hands ,t has been intrusted, who were not dull in appre- 
hetelmg /,„■ w h„t p„rpme the. instrument is made. 

3.^ Another argument against the "intrinsic lawful- 
"i ss , °f th » s secret society is the great fnrility which it 
affords tor secret transactions of an immoral character, 
iius forms a solid objection to it which can never be pas- 
sed over. These transactions which are to be kept se- 
cret under the sanction of the severest penalties, are a 
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temptation to the greatest enormities, and afford precisely 
sudi securities against detection ami punishment, as the 
vilest of met! desire. The good can never need such 
securities, and the bad do not deserve them, nor is it safe 
for society, that they should have them. II' a man is al- 
wavs obliged to act openly, he is strongly induced to act 
!win:st/i/. lint give bun an opportunity to act secretly, 
and the security against punishment, which masonry 
niarantees, with "jfteat Mrcnuih and a diendlul energy, 
and he will act move agreeably to ibe selfish propensities 
of a sinful heart. Continue in existence your society, 
and tnunv will be disposed to cultivate the bad principles 
of their nature ; abolish it, and they will be disposed to 
cultivate the heller principles. Thieves, robbers, and 
counterfeiters, do not mature and discuss their plans in 
open assemblies, but in wrt, " neither come they to the 
light, because their deeds are evil." They may cultivate 
the " friendships and honor" peculiar to themselves, as 
masons may cultivate the dispositions peculiar to their 
unlawful compact, bill on the whole, the character is gen- 
erally impaired, and society is injured, 

;j. In maintaining your views, you hypocritically say, 
pa^e 9, " if these "secrets injure no one from their very 
iiaTnn!,' they must be referred to the day when all secrets 
will lie disclosed." Hut we replv, that such is the nature 
of your secrets, when joined with the selfish nature of 
man, that they will be injurious to society. To this rule 
there may be exceptions, but I be rule itself is founded 
upon the broad and philosophical i few of the human e,iar- 



whont you have confided your secrets, and they are dan- 
gerous instruments. We do not approve of their being 
worn, for the pmpose of practising open others who wear 
them not. Harmless as the instrument of masonry is in 



property, in our prosperous application to business, and 
in our various privileges, guaranteed to us by the gov- 
ernment under which we repose, requires that this in- 
strument he wrested from the hands of bad men - and 
consequently from all — because in constitutional pravts- 



aeter. A dagger, from its v.mj natin 




but put daggers into the hands of such 



itself, good n 
do not dese 
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ions, distinctions are impracticable. As (he case now is, 
will) masonic magistrates, jurors, &-c. &c. if we must ap- 
peal to such a court, with a «»»/n lor an antagonist, we 
go not with equal hopes or privileges for success. We tnay 
be wrung in sucb a maimer as to obtain no redn ;s by 
legal [jn.cc-s; because perhaps, we cannot show that these 
masonic uitir.ers hiive, m a tiiit;iibtc manner, violated the 
letter of the law, although its spirit has been corruptly 
disregarded. 

We liave another remark to make on the manner in 
which you are disposed to express yourself, concerning 
those secrets — (hat " they must be relerrcd to (he day 
when all secrets will be disclosed." What is your atcan- 
iaij- here ? Is it, that your secrets cannot be known 1 
Deceive not yourself, nor vainly attempt to deceive others 
— for they are known. Or, do you mean, that if they are 
known, (lie public cannot touch them now — that they are 
not to enjoy the liberty of examining the nature oi this 
extraordinary code, thus thiowu out bcldre their gaze T 
And it' so, by what legitimate aulhoiity is this liberty 
abridged, and this silence of the tongue imposed'! la 
our view, these revelations are things of this wurM, and 
men will judge them according to liie light which Uod 

Bui you proceed page 9, and make the following dec- 
]araiion, in liivor of the i'urfuutr>-s of your society, " that 

trary to the word oi Uod or the rights of men— and that I 
never had the least suspicion (hat there was any masonic 
penalty worse than expulsion." 

With respect to this first clause, we have already re- 
marked in substance, what we deem sufficient — on the 
last clause, we say, that such assertions are by no means 
new things to us, —we have, long since, understood them. 
We know whai is pledged to (hose who are about to be 
initialed, when In liie preparation room, that nothing is 
to be imposed which wil! injure their "religion or their 
politics." We also understand how masonry is " ex- 
plained" to some candidates, who are horror struck at 
the oaths; we grant iliat there is a favorable commentary 
on such passages— yet we also understand the commen- 
tary on those same oaths, whenever there is an intended 
revelation of your seciets — we have the commentary in 
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the mirier or Morgan-it is written in blood. Perhaps 
a „r.„ r ....n-rieiice rest easy under the one com- 
'"Vbu. " c"n '« under .he other. Bet on this point, 
there' is . wide difference of opinion in the inierprciaiion 
J ,1 ose He h» oaths. »»«. !'«' »'™ 

lmitiniaie cniislructi H WWWW 1V h f "" 

there is the diuVience of ., on 'ins fnndameni.il ar- 
ticle, among your brethren, and while i«" at ma 

led to dcfei,.* masonry i o gross, von cannot e V ., . , 

feel satisfied with the c inned esisienee 01 an iomiiu- 

,i„» which contains ^IJJJ^ ^^ST* »„ m . 
SI'S!.:^»% by,) and if the deed 
come, 0. li-l.i, iieih.o. » — con.eii.e.i. than fo, yon to 
,„ .hattl.o.eeMie.n.o.u.ls.llJ not ,.,■„)„ rh, Mirpr.! rtar 
. .„|| ,„,, go on and support the in-litn- 
f."'-,, ■• . „i,m. n ..hull sod' ontrages will pro- 
ceed more m I™ tr< .,,..-.t.ly, as M»k «> »««' ™"» 
j mm found w | 10 W |H 

in fnliire ordain lo the work of the m.«f N™, 
with all these fad, and cnnstrier.t.o,., '«[f 

V °"fLT^S, ™,;,I:*'° S B» t sucl ,. the 

.I „„„,„,,• q.tc. » and on p.r- 

,* «JZ m Hi>t p-oMf v»i "ill come oni i.na 
ticiuar occ ^ ^i^ ,h., lt . f m favor of i» 

,,„, ',„„ conduct nf a great n her 

of ,. „r brethren has fallen below thei, « ..owed prinei- 

,h r.:r:*;«w.m.rno,!ce',». 

with the negligent anil sup. nu n 

tluiuuh in our esliou.linn, it is neither s I'd nor ...lie. 
F„ ,,u, "na, ar.ee .he hd. of 'he »'"> " "»"J 

fparklmgdtaond. ..yon please, but .he; do no. bin,,. 

%„™lso„,y, like ,h. re.pon.es of the heathen , or.clr* 
i.on some points exceedingly indefinite and neNible- 
wkhsoT i.isa.e.y mysteiiou. thing indeed, and wtth 
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those who look upon it with a stupid and unsuspecting 
wonder, there is nothing which lakes so happily as your 
fine eulogiums coming from "a full heart." It is so 
ancient, so venerable, such great names on the list of 
membership— so much like Christianity ! ! But when we 
ask, what man lias it made wise ? what is the answer hut 
silent confusion? The general rule is this, that could 
the nature of this mysterious thing be known before hand 
wise and good men would not have been juggled into it' 
On the unsuspecting, it has played off more tricks and 
practised more impostures than auv thing else excepting 
the church of Rome. See the simple, the wise and great 
ones of this world in their passage from one decree to 
another, hoping (o catch something by and by, and some- 
times thinking they were close to it-one more step- 
and then! and what then? why then, all this reminds 
rainbow* Iudi6r °' 08 ° hase ° f 0Ur ctliltlh <»°d <* catch the 
We have only to add here to the preceding remarks, 
on the "intrinsic lawfulness" of your institution that if 
you permit the question to be decided hy scriptural max- 
ims, the decision will he against you. l-]V C rv thin-:,- which 
is thus secret, does not meet with the approbation of the 
New Testament. The principle which induces any com- 
pany to perpetual secrecy, must he selfish and corrupt- 
er ,t would not have received the direct denunciation of 
our Lord who knew what was in man— and therefore 
renders the true reason for secrecy, when he said " nei- 
ther come they to the Ii 2 ])t, because their deeds ate evil " 
By order of the Consociation * 

JOHN TAYLOR, Moderator. 

SILAS PRATT, Chrk. 

• Names of members oftlieConsotialion 

Rev.Jj.to Taylor, Mention; Kev. Mr. /„„„, Mcn.Ion ; James 
Wm. P. /,'<.„</,,<■!:, Shelby, Orleans Co.; 
Xtv.MUon Huxly, Stafford. Ge.,,,.-,., Co.; Rirv. ./„/.« Spf„ r ' 

i '>; l0l! ' <■■<■'"'■■«* H..-v. KHUa Ma,,::;, V^,,,-;,, 

sry, Uci-seri. OflOweCo.; Dm. 
M e i mjah GobH, Henrietta, 
Monroe Co ; Theodore fogerioll, Ofiden, Sonroe Col ; Rev. E 
Jtaymonrf, N. Bristol, Ontario Co. ; Rev. JuKu* Steel, East Rloon, 
bid, Onttno Co. ; Uev. John F. Gainesville, Genesee Co. 
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REMARKS ON SECRET SOCIETIES. 

A k: vwJ '0 l.h- Aiiti-iirMnlr ("rims nfrti.'i. .'f.W «.' D.vi : .Vim. .Vuii. Jamary !, 
1321!. ify ./;■ <,..■(,■.",.'< liv.vrf'ast, ;H. !>.* 

Being called to the unusual station of presiding over a 
lirire, deliberative assembly, the novelty of the situation 
calls, of course, for your indulgence. 

As a retired man, I may not he exactly acquainted 
with the precise views, and predominant feelings of the 
numerous delegation here convened. I know, generally, 
that it has been occasioned by certain alarming events, 
which have roused the universal attention of one of the 
largest States in the Union ; and that this agitation was 
excited by deeds of cruelly and bloodshed, instigated, it is 
said and believed, by a verv numerous and growing u-n-d 
society of active and aspiring men, knit together by 
solemn vows, and unusual oaths, with shocking penalties 
annexed, unknown to our laws, and repugnant to our 
feelings as men and Christians : and that tins serious slate 
of tilings has called us together, to look into the disorder; 
ami if we cannot at once, devise and apply the remedy, 
to prevent, at least, its spreading. Let me promise, how- 
ever, that the task is not an easy one, from the very- 
nature of the disease; it being " a pestilence that walk- 



My observations, at this time, must be of a general 
complexion and not of a particular nature. It appears, 
from the earlier records of mankind, that tb— 



isted : 



of 



restless men, like what is now called masonry. In the 
eighth chapter of the book of Ezekid, (who lived ;,5>0 
years beforo Christ,) you will find mentioned " about five 
and twenty men," in a secret, recess, " with their hacks 
towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards 
the east, worshipping the sun." 

There was a combination of great influence and celeb- 
rity in Greece, that generally met at Athens, denominated 

* B. Waterhou^e, M. D. formerly Professor of the Tlieurv anrf 
Practite of Physic hi HarvurU University: and ProfcssDr ol Natural 
Hblery in iSrnsvu L'niveriii y. 
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the Eteudniem Mystery, conducted with deep solemnity 
and secrecy. If any of the initialed revealed the secrets 
of it, it was thought unsafe to live in the same house with 
him, lest it should, hy the wrath of the gods, be struck 
with lightning, and the wretch was put to death. Yet 
the sagacious Socrates, that wonder of his age, that Unlit 
shining in a dark place, denounced that secret masonry 
of the Grecians, as impious towards Heaven, and mis- 
chievous towards the community al large, and it is well 
known that for this attack on their secret society he was 
condemned to drink the fatal hemlock. 

Men of a certain cast of mind are prone to wrap them- 
selves up in a cloud of mystery, that they may more easily 
govern their fellow creatures : a strikin:; instance of 
which may he seen in the history of the first Popes of 
Rome, who, during several hundred years, bound in 
chains the human understanding, till Martin Luther, and 
other reformers broke the spell, and freed the human 
mind from a degree of slavery and thraldom that is scarce- 
ly credible. Reason was confounded by mystery, image 
worship, awe, dread and ignorance ; while the most de- 
grading superstition, and priestly violence upheld, for 
ages, a debasing system of mental oppression. 

If we recur to the oldest book we have, the Bible, we 
shall find that the Jewish system was made up cbierh- of 
ceremonies, types, and figures, denoting intellectual 
things, and moral duties. This mode of teaching moral- 
ity was, at that early period of the world, necessary— ab- 
solutely necessary— and why 1 because then, not one 
person in ten thousand, beside the priesthood, could read. 
The people were not then able to exhibit thoughts to the 
eye by means of writing, hence the necessity arose of 
teaching by signs and symbols, that when these struck the 
eye, they should raise corresponding ideas in the mind, 
and thus convey moral truths and duties by the sight and 
by the operation of tools, and mechanic instruments. 
This is the fulcrum on which rests and turns the first, 
and most fascinating part of masonic instruction, which, 
from its simplicity, and manifest adaptation, delights a 
young and uninformed mind, predisposed to wonder. 

The pleasing analogy between things material and in- 
tellectual, strikes with admiration the imperfectly educat- 
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ed mind ; and Moses was permitted, if not enjoined to 
use it, in governing the six hundred thousand Jews 
whom he led out of Egypt : and modern masons have im- 
itated the lighter pari* of it. I say the lighter parts oi it, 
for the Persian, if not the Egyptian mode of teaching the 
most weighty and important truths, was of a higher 
standard, and of a more sublime nature. This was the 
secret literature of the ancient kings, taught them in 
strict confidence by the Magi, or " wise rum of the east," 
who were the CJk.vkh-m asters of the symbolical school. 
While modern masons unite a structure or temple, the 
symbol or emblem of society, the Magi made the order, 
and government of the material world, a mirror or looking- 
glass far the political government of a state, In the 
highest grades, they took their emblems from what 
they knew of the solar system, — the sun, moon, and 
stars— the succession of day and night— the beautiful 
variation of the seasons, and their delightful conse- 
quences ; in which the Sun, the eye and soul of this lower 
world, afforded them a glorious, and exhaustless em- 
blem ! It is worthy of notice that the Peruvians and 
Mexicans on this continent, have the same ideas inter- 
woven with their religion. 

But all this typical, or mechanical morality was swept 
away by Christianity, which substituted intellect in its 
place. Instead of tangible and visible things, it made the 
Christian's heaven, not a material structure, the work of 
a slowly progressive architect, hiving one /ieniit-stone upon 
another, (which the Bible forbids,*) but a " temple not 
made with hands," and therefore " eternal." 

We neither censure, nor deride those who are enrap- 
tured with a system that addresses itself, like the worship 
of images, to the eyesight. Yet we may, I hope, be 
allowed to express surprise and wonder, and even aston- 
ishment, that clergymen— ministers of the Christian prot- 
ectant religion, should be so attached, as some are, to a 
system of ceremonies — forms— types— figures and instru- 
ments, and be aiding in getting up a sudden, theatrical 
contrivance, to effect amazement instead of exhibiting 
the inward man of the heart !— We lament that any 
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teacher of a spiritual religion should take up with the 
husk and shell instead of the meat ; or that he should ever 
Bus the words of Christian worship with the jargon of 
masonry, since it is forbidden in the Bible to mix linen 
with woollen, or to plough with an ox and an ass ' * 

But I forbear, lest we should be thought to tread on 
forbidden ground, and inicrmeddlo with any ono's religion 
which is, with every individual, a sacred thing, while 
that of Freemasonry is, and ought to be open to the 
decent examination of any man, at this time of apprehen- 
sion, and well grounded alarm for the safety of the citizen, 
and the free and righteous course of justice in judges an d 
in jurymen. 

Your aim, if I rightly comprehend it, is to induce each 
member of the mystical society in question, to think, so 
as to satisfy himself whether he has built his house on a 
sandy foundation, or upon a nick ; ami whether, in se- 
lecting his mental food, he has been sufficiently careful 
to strip off the husk, retaining only that part which con- 
stitutes solid and wholesome nutriment ; and this sort of 
food is to be found in Christianity— a system purely intel- 
' tint has no need to have recourse to fright or to 
"hocking oaths, which the New Testament positively 
forbids, and strictly enjoins to " do violence to no man." 

There are mysteries enough in the creation around us, 
without presumptuous, short-sighted men Letting together] 
in the night, to contrive new ones, the tendency ofwhich 
is to make straight things crooked, instead of making the 
crooked path of life straight. 

The human faculties cannot comprehend many things 
in creation. In the vast frame of nature, souio of Us 
parts are placed so high up, that we cannot examine them 
and must remain ignorant this side the eternal world' 
But it is not so with the affairs of men. In human socie- 
ty nothing ought to be mysterious to a wise man seeing 
by due care, pains and industry, he can understand every- 
thing. Hence, eicry mystery between man and man, is 
a mijsteni of iniquity," whether it bo in government, 
in the arts and sciences, or in teaching morality, or in 
illustrating religion. 



.* Deuler. ch. sxii. 10. 
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What then are we to think of a very widely spread 
association, planted, and watered by ample funds, in eve- 
ry village, town, city, and district of the United States, 
marshalled by numerous grades of officers, bearing royal, 
military, -jm]' hiern/ihaidicul titles, the very cement and 
essence of which is secrecy 7— whose meetings are never 
held until Ihe sun has sunk beneath the horizon, and the 
curtain of darkness shrouds the earth ; and whose door is 
guarded by a drawn sword? — a system whose soul and 
is close concealments ; a scheme, which, at 
every asceudm-* round of the ladder, covers the aspirant 
with a thicker and darker veil of ambiguity, surrounding 
every thinir with a fearful [halo of mystery, generating 
solemn doubt, or imperfect satisfaction —just sufficient to 
create a thirst for more light and information ; and yet 
the encounters of lliese gropers in the dark call this 
,..;„,„ r, r oi:'i-<iasiuii " " , ijiii' r horn west to ens! in search 



courage the growth and continuance of all secret soctK' 
ties whatever, without casting harsh reflections on any 
man, or holding up individuals to public odium. Your 
wish, I presume, is to entreat the fraternity of masons not 
to be led away by dark and delusive tradition; but to 
view the thing as it really is, by the steady light of phi- 
losophy ami the Christian religion, and in a spirit worthy 
the present day, and the country we live in ; and not 
mistake mystery for wisdom, and solemn professions tor 
morality, or, in other words, darkness for light. Our ar- 
dent wish is to aid the hasty and unthinking m divesting 
their partial system of those enticing ceremonies, those 
fascinating figures, and rn^^Xaf met *f bat £^\? kici 
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things around it, and put an end to our conflict with 
shadows. 

Let the lights of masonry continue burning, unmolest- 
ed. But let the people outside their lodges be so informed 
and instructed, that the boasted lights of the fraternity 
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shall appear tike candles in the day time. The period in 
which we live, the government we enjoy, and the country 
we inhabit, demand this homage to the human under- 
One word more, and I am done.— We are all citizens 
of free States, in which every man has a right to think 
and to act without hindrance ; and we are all disposed to 
guaranty to him this privilege, provided he do not stand 
an armed man in the avenue to Justice; and provided he 
attempt not to shelter himself behind Oaths and strange 
obligations, unknown to our laws: and, above all, pro- 
vided he do not contaminate the sanctity of a verdict, — 
the yerum dictum of conscientious men. 



ADDRESS OF REV. MOSES THACHER, 

Before Hie Anli-mwmk MMimr, in Faimdl Hall, on the evening of Sep- 
tcmitr 8, 1829. 

Mb. Chairman,— It has been slated, that the object of 
this meeting is, " To investigate the secret principles of 
Freemasonry." The first question therefore, which de- 
mands our attention, appears to be this: Are the 

SECRET PRINCIPLES OF FuEEMASO.\nV BEFORE THE PUB- 
LIC * If the secret principles of Freemasonry are not 
before the public ; then the interest, which has been ex- 
cited in the public mind, relative to this subject, is without 
foundation, the object of our meeting is chimerical, and 
we have no subject before us, either worthy, or capable 
of investigation, 

The issue of the question, which I have staled, must 
turn upon these three positions : First, Can the secret 
principles of Freemasonry be communicated 1— Second- 
ly, Is the evidence plenary 1— Thirdly, Are the wit- 
nesses competent 1 

In the first place, thou, Can the secrets of Freemasonry 
he eummvni rated ? That tiie secrets of Freemasonry can 
be communicated, is evident from the very fact that there 
lire secrets. A secret always consists in something. To 
say that a secret consists in nothing which can be, tvmmu- 
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nieated, is a contradiction in terms. If I impart anything 
to another with the injunction of secrecy, it necessarily 
implies, that what I have committed to him as a secret, 
can be revealed to a third person. Otherwise, why the 
injunction of secrecy? No man ever commits nothing to 
another, with the charge of secrecy. If. then we admit, that 
there are secret principles belonging to the masonic insti- 
tution, we must admit that those principles can be revealtd. 
But, that there have been secret principles belonging to 
the masonic institution, has always been avowed by ma- 
sons themselves ; and they have professed to be under 
obligation to withhold those principles Irom all persons 
who arc not received as members of the masonic society. 



[assachusetts, 
!, D. t>., says, 
ry in masons, 



the security of their trust, bo great stress is iaia upon n, 
that it ts enforced wider the strongest penalties and 
obligations !" Now it would be absurd in the extreme, to 
communicate anything to another as a secret, "under 

THE STRONGEST PENALTIES AND OBLIGATIONS, wlldl, at 

the same time, that thing could not be revealed to a third 
person. It is indisputable, then, that there are secret prin- 
ciples belonging to the masonic institution, and that those 
principles can be communicated. 

In the second place, Is the evidence plenary, that the 
secret principles of Freemasonry are now before the pub- 
lic' If the fulness of evidence, is depending upon the 
number of witnesses, there can be no doubt that the 
evidence in their case is plenary. What evidence, then, 
have we that the secret principles of the order have been 
divulge^* ^ p r i c hard's " Masonry Dissected," first 
published as early as 1730 ; and which professes to be a 
full and fair disclosure of the first three degrees, which 
were the whole of Freemasonry in existence at that lime. 

2. We have the disclosures contained in the publica- 
tion entitled, " Jachin and Boaz," which tcsiittes sub- 
stantially to the same things, with this difference, that the 
institution has become more complicated in its ceremo- 
nies, with additional clauses to its several obligations. 
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3. " Illustrations of Masonry," by William Morgan 
ihis publication, in diction, differs sufficiently from 

Jachin and Boaz," to show that it is the genuine work of 
its reputed author ; and yet confirms the testimony of the 
riding, in such a manner that masons have said " It 
is nothing but the old story ' newly vamped.' " 

•4. We have the explicit testimony of thirty-eight 
receding masons at the first Le Roy Convention, who 
have averred, that Morgan's «• Illustration, " are ,„ !w,n- 
tially correct, and have also given a rev lation of 
mg degrees if I mistake not, u,» tojf/W 

o. we nave the testimony of one hundred and 
twenty-nine, some of whom had received at least twenty 
degrees who Signed the Anti-masonic Declaration of In- 
dependence certified to the correctness of Morgan, and 
™ «» confirmed the revelation made by the Le Roy 

6. We have the evidence of fifteen of different de- 
g i! eeS ' « Gencsee county, New-York, who have given 
their affidavits before the civil magistrate, lhat the " Illus- 
trations of Masonry," made by William Morgan are sofa 
stantially true. 6 1 

7. The public have, by estimation, at least five Hun- 
dred seceding masons of different degrees, and in different 
parts of our country, who have not only certified the same 
thing in respect to Morgan, but have also confirmed the 
disclosures made at Le Roy. I„ addition to these, they 

the evidence is written in BLOOD. It is " market n,i 
carved, tinmcd and engraven," by melons themsde'e< in' 
crimson lines, too legibly to be obliterated , and too ,:„'„!- 
impressed upon the mind of every free American riii™ 
ever to be forgotten. If Morgan',,, made 
in the opinion of masons, detrimental to then ,„ „ , 
by was ,|„, „1|,.,, „f !!„,„,,„ filled „„|, „„„.,.„, A . 

1Z ?..vl d r '«"«»»«.P««m.»«ndV»i«g, 
Iron, l„ g h tivelve at noon, till low tivelvo at ni-ht " as- 
sembling m conclave, and concerting measures' for hi, 
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destruction! Why were six Royal Arch Chapters, and 
every lodge in that vicinity, engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in that horrid conspiracy ? Why was Miller's 
office enveloped in flames, and its unfortunate occupant 
takm, and retaken, and taken again; before sufficient 
■nrr-m-th could bo mustered eifectuallv to rescue him from 
the hands of this lawless banditti? Why was Morgan 
transported from Batavia to Canandaigua, and from Ca- 
nandaicua to Niagara, there to be first imprisoned, and 
then butchered ? " These questions, and ten thousand 
more of the same nature, are unanswerable, except on the 
<rround, that, in the opinion of masons, Morgan had 
violated his obligations, and made disclosures, which they 
considered masonically illegal. 

Again; The conduct of Freemasons themselves, affords 
unequivocal testimony that the secret principles of their 
institution are before the public. What is it that has 
shaken, to its very centre and foundation, every Lodge, 
and every Chapter, and every Encampment, from Maine 
to the Mississippi, and from the Lakes to the Atlantic ; it 
More an and other seceders have not made a full and fair 
disclosure of what have been called masonic secrets 1 
We may indeed, well ask, partly in masonic language, 
not, "what occasions the alarm " without? but "what 
occasions the alarm" within? Why have Freemasons 
used every possible exertion to defame and destroy the. re- 
putation, of seceders ; if the secret mysteries" of their 
institution have not been developed 1 

But the strongest argument, that has yet been presented 
to prove the affirmative of our main question, is, what we 
have seen and heard in this Hall, this evening!! I 
hope it will not be considered that I intend to cast reflec- 
tions ; for 1 am certainly surprised as well as gratified, 
that Freemasons themselves, on this occasion, should, so 



« Tito speaker lie™ alludes (o the. hhtmz "f the fraternity. So 
soon 39 he touched " the Morgan affair," the Freemasons, through- 
out the hall, raised such a clamor 
i >,, 

Chshmnri. who in-o=i:lct! with -re.it iV.,-iv.oi: ami <li-i!ilv, ■.■n.m. 

I II hissing, however, instead of .ii^' 1 itif--rtm<r 
the < v t-Ae\; aa was intended, afforded the most favorable opportunity 
pussi'jle to illustrate what he had at itrst stated. 
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unexpectedly, put into my mouth an irresistible argument 
in favor of my position. It cannot be denied, then, that 
the evidence is plenary that the secret principles of Free- 
masonry are before the public. The only remaining 
question, is, 

Are the witnesses competent ? That they were Freema- 
sons, there can be no dispute. This, Freemasons (hem- 
selves do not pretend to deny. They must, therefore, 
have known whether or not they were telling the truth! 
They must have known whether or not they had passed 
through these ceremonies, which they describe as the se- 
crets of masonry. For, they were men of common sense. 
Otherwise it can argue nothing in favor of the institution 
to have received them as members. 

Many of these witnesses are known to the public, as 
men oi sterling talents, and strict integrity. They were 
certainly acknowledged as such, by Freemasons them- 
selves, until the moment they left the institution. If 
then these witnesses were ever worthy to be believed, 
they were worthy of credence when they dissolved their 
connexion with the masonic institution. A man's char- 
acter does not change in a minute. It alwavs lakes time 
for any person to become "a drunken, worthless, miser- 
ably vayiibonil ; : ' ; ( s masons have represented some if not 
the most of their seceding brethren, who were in acknow- 
ledged good fellowship with them, until the moment of 

Nor do the^e witnesses come forward under the crime 
of acknowledged perjury, and then, as Virts been alleged 
by masons, ask you to place confidence in their integrity. 
How have they perjured themselves? Not, certainlj- 
against the laws of our country. No person will presume to 
say, that there is any thing in any of our civil institutions 
to sanction masonic oaths ; but, on the contrary, many of 
these oaths, as they have been divulged, are in direct op. 
position to our civil rights. It is equally evident that 
they have not perjured themselves against the law of God. 
That perfect rule of moral conduct, which allows no man 
to forswear himself, and which is recognised and sanc- 
tioned by Him, who said, " Swear not at all," must 
certainly comh-mn snob oaths, as masons are said to take 
upon themselves. There is nothing in the whole Word 
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of God, which warrants the administration and observance 
of such oalhs, any mure than that of Herod, to kill John, 
or than the curse that the Jews imprecated upon them- 
selves, " that they would neither eat nor drink until they 
had killed Paul." On this subject, I fear not to appeal 
to the common sense of any enlightened, intelligent and 
impartial citizen. Indeed, there has been but one opinion, 
with jurists, divines and laymen, who have attended to 
the subject, and who are not biassed in favor of Freema- 
sonry, that what seceders have alleged to be masonic 
oaths, are neither morally nor legally binding. But, if 
seceders have perjured themselves against the masonic 

try ; why, then, the masonic institution is in opposition to 
the laws of God and of our country. 

You, fellow citizen, are a Freemason, and you say, 
These individuals are prrjttral, and, I hei -etore, not to be 
believed. Why '! Because they have violated their ma- 
sonic obligations, and have divulged something that is 
unlawful. This yon admit; and, in admitting this, you 
virtually say, that the secrets of masonry are before the 
public, and hence, you are perjured, ipso facto, as much 
as they, and that on your own confession. 

The secrets of Freemasonry, then, are before the pub- 
lic. Freemasons know that they are before the public ; 
and every intelligent citizen, who has attended to facts, 
has just as too.] evidence, that he is in possession of what 
were the secrets of masonry, as that there is such a place 

the Great.' It is, Mr. Chairman, an insult to your under- 
standing, for Freemasons to assert, that you know nothing 
about their secret mysteries. It is a species of falsehood 
for any one to attempt to evade the subject, and the gross- 
est imposition upon the public, for any Freemason to say, 
that the witnesses who have testified, arc either incompe- 
tent, or that they have not told the truth. 

Now, if the secret principles of Freemasonry are before 
the public ; then the public have a right to examine them. 
The free citizens of this country have the same right to 
examine this subject, that they have to examine any other, 
which affects our religious and political interests. The 
clamor, raised by Freemasons, in order to suppress free 



0F1NI0SS ON FUEEMASONIU", 



145 



inquiry, or to chock (be freedom of the press, or to silence 
the warning voice, is altogether unreasonable, and an 
infringement of the rights of every free citizen. 

We may as well submit reason and conscience to the 
decisions of an ecclesiastical hierarchy, or be under the 
domination of Casar, as be denied the right and the 
pririkge. of invcsUfiatitig any subject which a!feets ihe 
public mind. This is a right, indeed, which freemen 
camwt. relinquish. The moment they relinquish ihU 
right, they are no longer freemen, but slaves. Masons 
might first bind, and then gag, William Morgan ■ but 
they must first gag, before ihey'ean bind a free "people.— 
I'll!')' may continue to raise the cry, and to sin z tht song-, 
"Political Ami-masonry .— Anti-masonry and Orthodoxy, 
— Anti-masonry and Unitariauism, — Anti-masonry and 
Priestcraft— Anti-masonry and Federalism,— Anti-ma- 
sonry and Democracy ;» but they need not think to close 
the eyes, nor the ears, nor the mouths of an intelligent 
community, any more than the lullaby of the nurse can 
sooth to rest the motion of the elements. Those who 
watch over the religious and political interests of our 
country, and witli untiring zeal and vigilance .seek the 
gener.i! good of the great whole, cannot be satisfied with 
the mere outcry of Demetrius and his " fellow craftsman," 
— "Great is Diana of the Ephesians." They must have 
strong reason:* and conclusive urgumi ills, that their "image 
which fell down from Jupiter" is of real, intrinsic value ; 
or they will never consent to let it remain in the temple 
of their liberty. 

The citizens of this community not only have the right 
to examine the principles of the masonic institution ; but 
they are under obligation to examine those principles. 
Who, in this country, can secure the rights of the people, 
but the people themselves ? Every free citizen ought to 
ted himsdf hiyhly responsible tor the public welfare. It 
is the duly of every free citizen, therefore, to examine 
every subject which affects the public weal. But who 
can suppose that the masonic institution has no bearing 
of any importance upon the general interests of our coun- 
try ! Who can suppose that a society of three hundred 
thousand members, in the very heart of our country, with 
13 
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a fund, unlimited and unrestricted, at theit control, can be 
capable of doing neither good nor hurt. 

If the secret principles of the masonic institution are 
before the public ; then the pubhc can I 
lure and tendency. The time was, perhaps, Mr. Chair- 
man when you micht he disposed to inquire of masons, 
-o=T,f. c tiu(r the political and moral tendency of their insti- 
tution. But this inquiry of them, is now no longer neces- 
sary Every intelligent citizen can examine for himself, 
and form an opinion for himself. An enlightened com- 
munity will not now be satisfied with the bare assertion of 
Freemasons, that theirs " is a noble, scientific, moral and 
charitable institution ;" because every citizen must leei 
competent to examine and determine for himself. 

The public can judge of the morality ot the masonic 
institution. They can judge, for example whether the 
following clause in the Master Mason's oath, is founded 
upon the broad basis of Christian purity or, .s the iegi i- 
mate offspring of licentiousness, checked onfy by sen- 
interest. " furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 
will not violate the chastity of a master mason s wife, 
mother sister, or daughter, 1 knowing them to be such, 
nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to pre- 
vent it "—Now if a Congregationalist should enter into 
such a covenant respecting the wives, mothers, sisters and 
daughters, of his own particular communion, would not 
Y'm^opalhm and tho Caiholic, nnd the Baptist, and 
the Methodist, and the Friends, have just reason to be 
jealous' Would they not draw the natural inference, 
that the Congregationalist intended to restrain Ins pas- 
sions only so far as his own denomination was concerned, 
and to make common game of the wives daughters 
mothers and sisters, of all others ? W ould it not be an 
insult to common sense to say that such a covenant as 
this maintained the principles of sound morality T It is 
also easy to determine whether an institution, in which 
the Sacred names, titles and attributes of Jehovah, are 
used aspass-worda, and mock miracles are wrought as 
sii-ns; and in which the Word of God is u=ed with the 
most shocking familiarity, does tend to chensh that vene- 
ration for the Supreme Being, which becomes rational, 
moral, and accountable creatures. 
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Having the principles of the masonic institution before 
them, the people can determine whether those principles 
are dangerous or salutary to a republican government. 
They can also judge, whether or not extra-judical oaths 
have a tendency to bind mankind to regard the oath of 
God, which is necessarily imposed by civil authority. 

It must be acknowledged, that these are subjects of 
vital importance to this community; and it cannot be, 
that the people of these United States will pass them 
over, without a critical, thorough, and impartial examina- 
tion. It cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, whose 
fathers were among the first to throw the gauntlet, and to 
" bid defiance to the gigantic greatness of the British 
power," can be indifferent to the welfare of our country, 
ft cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, who have been 
nursed in the lap, and rocked in the " Cradle," of the 
American revolution, will refuse to investigate first prin- 
ciples, the suppression or prevalence of which may prove 
the salvation or destruction of our civil and religious lib- 
erties. 



REASONS WHY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHOULD 
DISFliLLOWSHIP FREEMASONRY. 

Extract nf a Sermon by llcr,. l!i:n-u Joms : nf Cabot, Vermont. 

" And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, come 
out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." 

It will not be expedient for me to say, that this voice 
from heaven must be considered, as uttered with special 
reference to the connexion of the church with the ma- 
sonic institution as it now exists in this country, but 
rather it becomes me to fall in with the prevailing opin- 
ion of our commentators, that it was in view of another 
abomination, which has long had its principal seat in 
Italy, rather than in this part of the Zion of God. Still 
it is not the manner of the Divine Spirit, in his warnings 
to the people of God, to have exclusive reference to one 
evil, when there are others of a similar nature which 
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might be included in one, as well as to have separate 
warnings given against each of them. Therefore if the 
masonic institution, in its obligations and principles, be. 
of that wicked and anti-chrislian character, which has 
now, for some time, been considered in fact the case, by 
many who have given the subject the most impartial in- 
vestigation, the correctness of whose decision we are 
not prepared to disprove ; most certainly, that Being who 
spake from heaven, saying, "Come out of her my people," 
having the same view of this institution from eternity, 
which" he has at present, must have had allusion to this, 
as well as other evils and abominations, in which his 
people are ever entangled. On the 
then, we may feel authorized to la) 
interpretation of this command, and 
though it v 



present 



f the church with the i 



Freemasonry. Taking this view of the subject, which I 
must feel authorized to do, the people of God, or church 
of Christ, as a body are called upon, as by a voice from 
heaven, to come oat of this institution, in order to escape 
her sins and her plagues. 

To illustrate this command T propose t.o show that the 
Church is at present so entangled, or in fellowship with 
this institution, as to render the command in the text to 
come out of it, suitable. 



thing as a formal act of the Church or any branch of it, 

sonry. The connexion which exists at present, between 
the two institutions, has been accomplished by slow and 
imperceptible degrees, by the uniting of the members, 
each with the other, white the Church has continued till 
of fate, to tolerate these connexions, with scarcely the 
least suspicion of treachery on the part of her pretended 
and accomplished friend, Freemasonry. 

Although I have no knowledge but that ever since 
masonry has existed, it has been common for those con- 
nexions', more or less, to take place, I believe it to bo 
quite a late thing, according to the recollection of the 
most aged, for any very large number of church members 
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to be connected with that institution, and more especially 
are we to consider it a late thing for any considerable 
number of the clergy to be connected with it. But dur- 
ing a few years past, in the growth of our Churches and 
increase of ministers, it seems that a large proportion, 
particularly of the clergy, by the remittance of the initia- 
tion fees generally, have been induced to join, so that, in 
New-England, I should not think it strange if among the 
various denominations, one fourth, or one third of their 
number have been drawn into the institution, while it is 
presumed, there is scarcely a Church to be found, if we 
except those of a very few denominations more careful 
than others in this thing, which has not in its connexion 
more or less of that fraternity, and perhaps, scarcely a 
lodge to be found without more or less of the members of 
the Church in its connexion. Whether the godly are 
willing or not, to acknowledge this relation, or fellowship 
for the masonic institution, there is certainly no way, at 
present, to evade the fact. Masonry has frequently dis- 
played her banners, her splendid array, and glittering or- 
naments in the house of God, and many times she°has 
claimed the holy Sabbath for this purpose on funeral oc- 
casions, while the Church has riot only yielded up her 
rights to her demands, but has seemed to manifest un- 
qualified approbation and complacency; in addition to 
which, many of the Church have put on the masonic badge 
and walked in the procession. More than this, many of 
our clergy have officiated and taken the lead in these 
masonic exhibitions, as it were, and in eulogizing the in- 
stitution, thus manifesting, in the strongest and most 
public mariner, their fellowship for its laws and princi- 
ples. Then while so large a portion of Christian minis- 
ters and members of Churches, are thus fellow-shipping 
that institution, and the Church knowingly fellowships 
them in doing it, is it not, on the part of the Church, 
a practical acknowledgment that the two institutions can 
walk in harmony and fellowship with each other? And 
how can this practical fellowship for the institution be 
separated from its corruptions and wickedness, which are 
now known to be attached to its character? Then is 
not the Church in a dreadful bondage and entanglement, 
so connected with that institution, while her blessed laws 
13* 
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of discipline must be trodden under foot, to make way 
lor the execution of masonic laws! 

Many of the members of our Churches, who have 
recently become acquainted with these facts, are looking 
on, With the most bitter grief, because their brethren 
generally seem so backward to suspect any mischief tram 
this source, that they cannot be persuaded to behold and 
turn away from such a deadly evil, justly feeling that, so 
| ti ni- as the Church continue to fellowship Freemasonry, 
they must themselves be implicated in the anli- christian 
character of that institution. Can any one show, how 
this melancholy inference can justly be avoided ? while 
now there is quite a threatening aspect upon the face ol 
this institution, speaking a language not difficult to be 
understood, that if the Church will not peaceably retain 
her in iclhWhip, she will array all her forces against the 
Church for its overthrow. This threatening aspect of 
the institution, from which i would exonerate the char- 
acter of our masonic Christian brethren, seems to be, 
perhaps, the most important reason, why there is such an 
apparent tremhlunr ami reluctance to come forward, with 
many of our brethren in important stations, who appear 
to see the danger of the Church, and yet stand looking 
Oil, as thouiih they were disinterested spectators; or wait- 
ing fov a general alarm to be given, that all may act 
in'conccrt,' and with the greater safety. This being the 
situation of the Church, in regard to the masonic institu- 
tion how reasonable the command from heaven, " Come 
out of her my people." — I pass now to urge some reasons 
for a compliance, on the part of the Church, with this im- 
portant- command of heaven. 

The first reason which I shall notice, for the separa- 
tion' of the Church from the masonic institution, in addi- 
tion to what may be considered as implied tinder my for- 
mer proposition, is that which is first mentioned in the 
text, " That ye partake not of her sin*;' that is, that the 
Church, antl its members may not be looked upon, and 
dealt with from heaven, as participating in the present 
manifested guilt of Freemasonry. We have already ta- 
ken something of a view of the evil deeds of this institu- 
tion as they have, of late, been exhibited, since its veil of 
darkness and secrecy have been so entirely removed. 
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Although there have been no small number of men, of 
moral and religious principles, who have been deceived 
by the alluring pretensions of that institution to become 
its members, who, by their goodly lives, have seemed to 
eustamp upon it outwardly, the appearance of a humane, 
moral, and almost a religious institution, yet, from its 
true ciiaracter as it has exhibited itself of late, separate 
from what it has borrowed from the Church, and the 
character of good men who have been drawn into it, I 
should think we are safe in considering some of its le- 
gitimate fruits to be, falsehood, deception, pride, office, 
power, profanity, perjury, deism, defamation, murder and' 
treason. Can the Church, living in fellowship with this 
institution, while such of its characteristics are exhibited 
to public view, prosper any better than Israel could, when 
defeated and slain before the inhabitants of Ai, merely 
because one of their number, Achan, had pilfered a wedge 
of gold and hid it, while this, no doubt, was a secret to 
Israel generally* Although it is often said, that the 
Church has never nourished more than within thirty 
years past, which is during the very period of the princi- 
pal growth of Freemasonry in this couutry, as an argu- 
ment to convince us, that they ought not now to be sepa- 
rated ; the argument appears to me unsound, though it is, 
perhaps, as good as any other which could be produced 
for the same purpose. — The argument is evidently un- 
sound, because, until a very short lime past, the evil or 
anti-christian character of Freemasonry has been con- 
cealed, like a serpent in the grass, so that the Church 
has not had occasion lo suspect but that its professions of 
humanity and benevolence, were hearty and sincere. 
Thus it appears, that " God winked at" her "ignorance;'' 
in her continuing so long to walk hand in hand with that 
institution, but now, since her true character is exposed, 
should the Church continue this fellowship, she must in- 
evitably be a voluntary partaker in all the guiit which is 
proved against that institution. 

A second reason which I would now urge for a com- 
pliance on the part of the Church, with the command to 
come out of the masonic institution, is that which is also 
contained in the text, " That ye. receive nut of her pla.'juttr 
Nothing, perhaps, is more sure, than that plagues sent 
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from God, are the just and natural consequences of un- 
repented iniquity. Such plagues have sometimes been 
experienced in this world, rather as a premonition of that 
« f,m Hi hokiug for of judgment an<l fiery indignation 
which shall devour the adversaries." Though we are not 
10 suppose, that God will so abandon his real children, 
even in their wanderings from him, as finally to give them 
over to the kingdom of Satan, they may be called to ex- 
perience very severe sufferings in consequence of their 
wicked conduct, and feel as though they were actually 
forsaken of God forever and by their examples of wick- 
edness, may be the means of bringing plagues upon their 
companions and posterity, which shall include the dread- 
ful judgments of the eternal world. 

Were I to speak of the temporal plagues of the ma- 
sonic institution as being alluded to, in the text, I should 
say, from present appearances, that in connexion with its 
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It is devoutly to be hoped, that the Church may not be 
called to experience things like these, but I confess, that 
however some may differ from me in judgment, who are 
much wiser than myself, I am unable to see, from a long 
and close examination of the subject, any way by which, 
these very plagues can be averted from the Church only 
by her unreserved coming out from that institution ac- 
cording to a command from heaven. I know that this 
represents the Church and its members as being in a pe- 
culiar and trying situation; but certainly, not so appa- 
rently beyond remedy, and dangerous to individuals, as in 
the reformation, when it became necessary for it, to es- 
cape the plagues of heaven, to come out from the Romish 
Church. . , . 

In further urging reasons for a compliance with this 
command, on the part of the Church, I will here notice 
one fact, which must appear obvious to ali who have ex- 
amined this subject and its bearing upon the Church, 
and that is, such a general cessation of revivals of reli- 
gion in our land, since the disclosures of the secrets and 
character of masonry. Though there may be a few ex- 
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ceptions, I think it will be admitted generally, by those 
who are familiar with these things, ihat in nil our Church- 
es where Freemasonry exists, and her character is exam- 
mod hy the brethren, they have seemed at once disquali- 
fied for any further special manifestation of the Divine 
Spirit, in the awakening and conversion of the impeni- 
tent among them. And is it not apparent, that the 
Church must sink, and continue to sink, until there shall 
be a deliverance effected from this melancholy evil 1 I 
am well aware of the responses of thousands of voices, 
where such a question as tins may be asked, from those 
who yet. think favorably of Freemasonry ; and [ shall not 
question but that multitudes of well 'meanui^ person^ 
who acknowledge and deplore the evil no «- helbre us, as 
much as ourselves, do honestly believe at the same time, 
that ,| is not masonry, but anti-masonry, which is the 
gmlly cause. Hut certainly, if this must be taken for 
;jood logic, though revivals in many cases have been ob- 
served to be checked, so soon as the masonic question 
began to be examined, or anti-masonry appeared there, so 
to speak ; then surely it must be equally good reasoning, 
if there should be some of the most scandalous wicked- 
ness, secretly introduced into a Churcii, perhaps, igno- 
ramly at first, by some of its well meaning members, 'and 
should for sumo time lie concealed, from the Church and 
the world, while the place might be experiencing a re- 
freshing from (ha presence of the. Lord, to say as 'before 
after this wickedness and scandal shall be uncovered to 
all the people, if any of the Church shall protest against 
it, and refuse any fellowship for it, then these are the 
guilty individuals who have put a stop to the revival, if it 
shall cease, rather than others who might have introduced 
the scandal at first, and still persist in retaining and jus- 
tifying it in the Church. * J 

Must it not be agreed by all, that the Churches of our 
land, whicli have began to experience trouble from the 
subject of Freemasonry, cannot expect to enjoy the smiles 
of heaven again, until it can somehow be disposed of 
among them ? Then how shall it he disposed of, but by 
a general withdrawing from the fellowship of the institu- 
tion? Sure, it can no more be hushed up and forgotten, 
where it is, and the Churches thus be restored to peace, 
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than the earth can be stopped in her revolutions and the 
sun prohibited his shining. But a separation from the 
masonic institution, is practicable, and expedient, and 
in my opinion the only way which can be devised, 
whereby the church can here rest and be built up. 

Again, shall not the express commands of heaven be 
regarded ? " What concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
i, t hath he that belieneth irith an infidel ? and what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ? Whenjore 
clme. wit from among them, and be ye separate satth the 
Lord," So in our text, " And I heard another voice 
from heaven, saying, come out of her, my people." 



ADDRESS OF THE WATER BURY ANTI-MASONIC 
MEETING. 
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(5. NEwiiiiiB, Svrtiirif«. The jUham;; Adihe:,i m't.MiUcd to Ml 
meeting, icnd adopted. 

Fellow Citizens,— In addressing you, we would 
freely and fearlessly express our 'views concerning Free- 
masonry—not for the purpose of creating prejudices in 
your minds against Freemasons, but to show you the na- 
ture and tendency of their institution. Our objections to 
Freemasonry are founded principally ou the masonic 
oaths, such as have been revealed, and are not now denied 
by masons who adhere to the institution. On a fair 
construction of these oaths, the following conclusions are 
deducible : — 

" It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives ot 
its members. . 

" It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its members 
for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other 
nation. . 

" It requires the concealment of crime, and protects 
the guilty from punishment. 
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" It encourages the commission of crime, by affording 
the guilty facilities of escape. 

" It affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing 
to form plans against the government, and the lives and 
characters of individuals. 

" It destroys all principles of equity by bestowing its 
favors on its own members, to the exclusion of all others 
equally meritorious and deserving. 

" It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
support the interests of its members, in preference to others 
of equal qualifications." 

It requires a spirit of malevolence in its members, con- 
trary to the precepts of the gospel. 

An institution fraught with such principles as we find 
in Freemasonry, we cannot view with complacency. — 
When all its doings are secret, it must excite ihe jealousy 
of a free people. Its members may resolve no evil, or it 
may resuUe Ihe overthrow of out liberties. Abroad, rev- 
olutions haie lief n effected !iy Freemasonry, and lliirv mav 
be ellf CK'ii by it here a? «<il a- there ; lur it is admitted 
that tjic jjfiucipk's of Kreema>onry are the Mine ih« 
world over. Then oiitjlii we not to be jealous of this in- 
stitution, and mote < >prci.illv now, than lotweily, as itM 
shocking pi inn pies are fully revealed ? Ii 11 a knowledge 
of these principle* that i-> c.illing forth the energies or ilic 
people in opposition to Freemasonry. In these princi- 
ples the people can see nothing to approve, but much to 
censure. It is these principles which give an odious 
character to the institution. 

Because Washington, Franklin, and other worthies 
have been members of it, it by no means follows that the 
institution is not corrupt : bad men have been members of 
a good institution — and good men have heen drawn in to 
become members of a bad institution. While we venerate 
good men who have been, or are, nominally, Freemasons, 
we would fearlessly oppose the institution, and the doings 
of those men who are governed by its pernicious princi- 
ples. Not that we expect by our exertions, suddenly to 
overthrow Freemasonry, which is so deeply rooted in our 
soil ; but we hope to check its growth by exposing its 
deformities. 

Very lately our attention has been called lo an Appeal 
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.» th. oeonlc issued from lie Grand Lodge of Vermont, 

„ "Soft Tea -i— . m .u. «pp«> "»y 7- 

" Were we to remain silent, we should be guilty of in- 
tliMiiui no less an injury upon you than upon ourselves: 
- ; \ ..... ...,.;,„,„ the dispensation and d,s- 

cmina.ion of error, and suffer a polu.e. P»'J » to 
uo on it, destructive of il>= liberties of the people, when 
w, po»e.s the power to expose the fakity of the represser, 
UP,,,,,, « Ml, to say the leas,, display 
,ble and reprehensible disregard for the safety of the lree 
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man lktH>M> ° r ""' s| ' 
the iiberlies or pmileges of ,hn n".*. '» .''"dea.o •! » 
......li/e an unequal poi'lioiiol those privileges to our- 
selves or to abridge the rights of others— i^oillkss in any 
„„;. „f impeding, ret.tdiog, or diverting the eoutse oi 
in my 1,1 mini el an intrusion into the 
: '.'e'lsoinients cf our .o.r.ii«.i-f»'»«." 
' ' , . - tc identil, Iho subject with 
r.,""",' .*i, lbs Utter a subject of disenssion or 
r of performing any aer,_ 
»,me al or irreli-ions-and priltkss in any manner of 
.... ,. ,.,,o,r,t auspieion, that the life ot a lei- 
, - , , was subjeet to our oontrol." This o„,cd « 
Sed bjaomeofour most worth, niton., and wo never 
n,d „,= leas, suapieioo, that fcrWtarr 
aouall, guilty of what.. e, »y the, are S , , ifc< The, 
„e bonmable men, and the,, •^•J"*™^^ 
,l,e, e ,1 no proof to the contrary. If the, have 
sonally charged with committing the aforesarf «>•»««. «° 
can view it in no other light than gros. slander. We 

know im m, tat fc» '"' d "~'" •■'"Z 

„„». such as have been revealed to the public lothi. 
'Z% the, have no. plead ^.fas From 
on this subject, we have a right to infer and *> mfcr, tol 
every mason has taken one or more of these oatl.s accoid- 
be to the number of degree, to which he has advanced. 
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If the appellants could truly make the declaration, and 
would make it, that they arc guiltless of having taken 
these oaths, it would go far to show a fundamental error 
in the reasoning of ami-masons. It would be a denial of 
the premises from which they draw their conclusions. 
But so long as their premises are not denied, their reason- 
ing must hate weight with the people. 

If the appellants have not done these things which the 
principles of masonry would warrant, it does not prove 
that masonry is any better than it is represented by anti- 
masons. It" does not prove that amoni; 150,000 masons 
in the United States, there are not 100,000 who are po- 
litical, and would vote for a brother mason before another 
person of equal qualifications ; and it does not prove that 
there are not 50,000 masons, who would take the life of a 
brother for disclosing the fundamental secrets of the 
order. 

What else, but the fear of death, prevented the disclo- 
sures of these secrets from a thousand tongues, before 
Morgan disclosed them ? And wha, has been the kite of 
Morgan for making the disclosures? We attribute his 
abduction and death to masonry. But no mason, who 
participated in the abduction, has been expelled the 
lodge. Many masons have, by the laws of the land, been 
convicted and imprisoned for the crime ; but the laws of 
masonry have not been violated, and the convicts remain 
worthy members of the lodges ! We say these things to 
show the principles of masonry, and not to accuse the 
rqjji I'll 1 o i sli ling limn; u bl ■. 

Fellow Citizens .— Political masonry should cease from 
among us, or political anti-masonry should be tolerated. 
We hear masons declare that there is no such thing as 
political masonry. Let us see what facts prove. One 
masonic obligation requires, that a mason shall vote for a 
brother in preference to ami athf-r pcr.-inn of n/nal nindifi- 
cations. Is not this political masonry? The masons in 
Vermont are about one twentieth part of the freemen, and 
they hold about three-fourths of all the important offices 
in (he State. Is this owing to their superior fitness, or to 
political masonry ? 

This state of things is produced by political masonry. 
There are no masons in the State so well qualified for any 
14 
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office, but that there are other freemen to be found, who 
are not masons, as well qualiiied ior (be same office; vet 
l J je mason must alwavs obtain the office. We would not 
recommend the adopt !■ ill of any rule to prevent masons 
ebtaiutu;: oiiiec, but the freeman's oath. We will, how- 
ever, act aceonhn'.t 1.0 (his uatb, in resisting their shame- 
ful i;!;iii'jj!()1v of iimi'.rs, w hene.ver and wherever eailed to 
give, our suffrages. 

In the tilth Coisin'ossaonal district, in this State, pvHlhal 
masonrv, ior twelve moni us past, has otloeted wonders: 
masons have combined, hi so many different shapes, to 
secure the election of a mason, to represent us in Con- 
gress, thai their zeal and shame are now without a cover. 
They have presented to us four masons in succession ior 
the (.dice-, a.iii! spared no pains to slander the patriot and 
statesman, WILLIAM CAIIOON ; but the freemen 
have done noble ; t.hev have, thus far, sustained him lor 
their Representative through seven successive trials. 

And do we not see p-olitir-ul masonry in the aupeah to 
I he peddle, one after, another, issued from the lodge-room 
in Monipelier ' Were not these appeals designed to have 
a political eiTeet ! I [' masons in their luriire, can unite to 
make an appeal to put down anti-masonry, we see no rea- 
son why they might not unite on souse other political sub- 
ject as well : tor instance, to stand by, and assist each 
other to ojfixe. 

There is nothing in their ohli j:i s ions that restrains ma- 
sons from acting on political subjects, hi theii lodges 
they have matured political plans which have made kings 
tremble on their thrones. They always have been, and 
alwavs "ill he political, when circumstances require it, 
for their own security 01 aggrandizement. Not that we 
believe that masons would introduce party politics into a 
lodge; fortius might occasion contention in the body. 
A union in thought, and in action, is a principle of 
yiditiait masonry; then-lore, party polities are excluded. 

Political masonry, in and out of the lodge, cries aloud 
[hat anti-masonry is political, because she peaceably, and 
without previous concert, goes to the polls, and has the 
audacity to vote down political masonry. It is submitted 
to the people to say, whether this he a crime. 

Political masonry says, anti-masons proscribe masons. 



OranOIlS ON FREEMASONRY. 159 

It is true, anti-masons resist m •• •in-, when they attempt 
to monopolize offices. And is this a fault? Anti-masons 
have, and will oppose aristocracy, in whatever form or 
shape it presents itself. They call no man in these 
United States, King, Lord, or Must Worshipful — they dis- 
claim all titles of nobility. They are free citizens, and 
chum eipial rights ami privileges. 

Fellow Vitiznu .-—We look 'with astonishment, when we 
behold the rule in freemasonry that requires its members 

thy and vicious vagabond ; to oppose iiis iut rest, to de- 
range his business, to transfer his character after him 
wherever lie may go, to expose him to contempt during 
his whole natural life This rule is wholly opposed to tin; 
gospel, which teaches us not to render evil for evil, Kit 
good Ibr evil ; to love our enemies, and do good to tlinse 
who injure us. But why does the masonic rule require 
these things? Because the brother lias offended, He 
has offended, perhaps, by wi: iidrawing from Freemasonry. 
We fear that the principles of this rule are applied by 
some professing Christians, who are masons, to pious 
dergvmen, who have honestly seceded from the lonVe. 
And other clergymen, who have had the boldness to rinse 
their voices against Freemasonry, we believe, have been 
dismissed, or threatened with a dismission, or to have 
their living taken from them on that account. The 
preachers of the gospel are to he awed into silence, and 
the truth is not to be told about the anii-chnslian princi- 
ples of Freemasonry, although these principles, at this 
day, are as well understood by others, as by masons them- 
selves. Is iniquity to bo covered over? Does not the 
prosperity of the churches require plain prelum;: on this 
subject? We would give thanks to the Lord that so many 
pious persons have shaken off the shackles of Freema- 
sonry, and it is our heart's desire, that a great multitude 
may 'soon follow their examples. We are religiously op- 
posed to many things in freemasonry ; and wholly 
condemn the application of the principles of the above 
masonic rule to any offending brother, by an offended 
brother in the church. We consider (he gospel rule in 
Matthew altogether preferable. Is it not decreed in high 
heaven, that Freemasonry shall soon cease to he revered 
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by all the saints on earth 1 She has already fallen, with her 
rotius stiiiiicil in human lilood. Many of her sons are 
astonished, and art; exdanniiJir, " it is not T ; it is nut T, 
who have done this wicked deed." If you are guiltless 
in this matter ; if you have not done any thing " immoral 
or irreligious," then no longer advocate Freemasonry, 
but be ye separate from her. 

EZRA BUTLER, President. 

C. Calkins, 
E. S. Newcomb, t 
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REPORT 

Respecting the Aitlh-mltaiij :>!' th.: Masonic Disclosures.— Made to the Nat 
York Stole Caaaalian, Feb. 21, 1839. 

The committee appointed to inquire whether the cere- 
monials, obligations and secrets of the masonic order, as 
disclosed by the late William Morgan, before his abduc- 
tion and murder, and the convention of seceding masons 
at Le Roy, on the 4th and 5th July last, are substantially 
correct and true, &C. respectfully Report : 

That the subject of inquiry allotted to your committee, 
has received that mature deliberation, which its impor- 
tance seemed to demand. Your committee are of opinion, 
that in the exercise of their legitimate powers, it does 
not appear proper to introduce in their report animadver- 
sions upon masonry, and they therefore confine the re- 
port strictly to the evidences, in relation to the disclosures, 
reference to which has been had. 

In regard to the correctness and truth of the three first 
degrees as disclosed hy the late William Morgan before 
his abduction and murder, your committee deem it un- 
necessary to multiply proofs— no further evidence would 
seemingly be uecessary on that point, than what has 
heeii heretofore laid hefote the public. The murder of 
the auihor has effectually and conclusively impressed the 
seal of authenticity upon his revelations. But, if further 
proof be required by any, it may be found in the clearly 
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expressed concurring testimony borne by some hundreds 
of seceding masons— am] also, by the ready admission of 
many of tilts order, who still adhere to the precepts and 
principles of masonry, and who not only admit the truth 
of the degrees published, but. likewise the murder of the 
author for a violation of his obligations in writing those 
degrees. 

In relation to the truth of the disclosures made at Le 
Roy, at the period stated in the resolution, your commit- 
tee have been enabled to receive from the lips of three 
persons of high reputation, who have taken all the de- 
grees, such a statement of attendant facts and cir- 
cumstances, as that none can douU the ^eueral correct- 
ness and truth of the disclosures. Your committee, in 
preparing their report, have studied to make it as brief 
as the nature of the subject, and the mass of inlbrmntum 
obtained would admit. They re.pec.il'uliv submit the 
following as a statement of facts authenticated to the en- 
tire satisfaction of your committee. The Royal Arch 
Degree as published, was obtained through im authentic, 
source, directly from Jeremy h. Cross, Grand Lecturer 
of the United States. That differences in the manner of 
work, and in the lectures bad sprung up among the lodges 
and chapters, to check which, and produce uniformity, 
this Mr. Cross was appointed to the office bo now holds— 
that in administering the obligation of the Royal Arch 
Degree, as he instructs, the words " murder and treason 
not exr.ept.cd," are expressly used, while some chapters 
before had only required a companion's secret to be kept 
" in all cases without exception"— that instances have 
often occurred where the recipients of the Royal Arcli 
ouhgaiiou have refused to attest to certain parts of it, and 
tnat such parts, after fruitless and artful attempts to ex- 
plain them to the satisfaction of the candidate, have been 
omitted. That on the trial of S. D. Green, of tfatavia, 
before an ecclesiastical tribunal, three witnesses on oath, 
stated that the degrees as disclosed by the Le Rov Con- 
vention of the 4th and 5th July last, were substantially 
true— that affidavits of some ten or twelve persons to the 
same effect, were made and attested to, for the purpose 
of being used at a meeting of the Presbyterian order held 
in Bergen, Genesee county, in December last— five of 
14* 
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the ground of the existing obligatic 
and the party, and that theobjected ju.^ . 
been dispensed with, rather than submit to a trial of the 

With respect to the correctness and truth of the de- 
crees of Knights of the Red Cross-Knights Templars, 
M' ;il tii— K ighls of the Christian Mark— 
arsii Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, the evidence is writ- 
ten, and' a reasonable doubt cannot be entertained— a 
riiual of the degrees in manuscript was left with those 
who made the disclosure by a high masonic officer, known 
lo have been authorised to confer those degrees. 

This ritual formed the basis on which the publication 
was made, and still remains in their possession. There has 
also been a ritual in manuscript, left by a high and author- 
ised mason who came among them to establish a council, 
wiled " The Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of the 
Cross," arid grant diplomas, beaded " The Ancient Coun- 
cil of the Trinity, by their successors in the United States 
of America"— from the rituals, were the degrees of 
Knighthood taken and published. Your committee there- 
fore arc of opinion, that the evidence in relation to these 
latter degrees is conclusive. 

The progress in masonry, of one of the informants, 
was thus given masonically. 

Regularly initiated into the degree of entered appren- 

Passed to the degree of fellow Craft. 
liaised to the sublime degree of Master. 
Advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master. 
Presided in the chair. 

Acknowledged and received as Most Excellent Master, 
and exalted to the sublime degree of Royal Arch. 
Degrees in the Encampment. 
Knight of the Red Cross. 



Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta. 
Knight of the Christian Mark, and 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre. 

In the Council he received the degree of Illustrious, 
Most Illustrious, and Thrice Illustrious Order of the 

The offices he held were, Worshipful Master. 

Secretary of the Chapter, and Generalissimo of the 
Genesee Encampment. 

That in addition lo the three degrees of masonry re- 
vealed by William Morgan, and the twelve degrees dis- 
closed by the convention of seceding masons ac Le Roy, 
on the 4t!i and 5th of July last, your committee would 
beg leave to state that Elder David Bernard, late In- 
timate Secretary of the Lodge of Perfection, and one of 
the seceding masons at Le Roy, is about to publish the 
" Ekvm Ititji'Me Di?rt:t's" conferred in the Lodge of 
Perfection, and also, Seven French Degrees of a still 
higher order of masonry ; the authenticity of which your 
committee think cannot reasonably be doubted; that in 
one of these degrees now revealed, namely, the "Knights 
Atkpts of the Eagle, or Sun !" DEISM "is plainly avow- 
ed, and a dagger aimed at the Christian Ueliiiion. 

BATES COOKE, Chairman. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, the 
authenticity of the thirty-three degrees of masonry re- 
vealed, is satisfactorily established, 



OJ the General Central Anli-Mnsunie tWrniiVf? "pan the progress and aw 
tfiiiora of the Anti-Nuwnic causs. — Mailt to the Hem fork State Conwn- 

Tn rervkirina our grateful acknowledgments; to tho 
Dispenser of all good, and congratulating our fellow citi- 
zens upon "the sign* of the tint/*" which indicate a 
great moral and political revolution in the coining over- 
throw of Freemasonry, it may not be unprofitable to 
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glance backwards over the relationship which (hat insti- 
tution bore to the people and the country, at the period 
which are leading 
"l and confirm its hide- 



age, endow and sustain the institutions of the country, 
and adom the human character, had conciliated the es- 
teem and won the confidence of public opinion. It had 
grown under these general influences, unsuspected of 
other motives than those which it prolesscd, itilo enor- 
mous wealth and gigantic power. Professing strict obe- 
dience to the laws, and a wedded affinity to the religion 
of the country, it had implanted its roots, extended its 
arms, and established its laws all over the land. The 
suspicions and apprehensions that bad watched and over- 
come all other secret associations, by the soothing preten- 
sions and specious bearings of Freemasonry were quieted 
and disarmed. 

At this crisis of popular credulity, the masonic con- 
spiracies and outrages which have aroused the moral 
energies of this State, and promise to interest the whole 
nation, were matured and pei pet rated. — Voluntary inves- 
tigations were speedily undertaken '- but the people were 
slow to entertain evil thoughts of an ancient and honora- 
ble institution. — The great, the wise and the good, of 
every age and country, were claimed to be among its 
votaries and patrons. Investigations, embarrassed and 
crippled by the influence and stratagems of the fraternity, 
proceeded with slow and uncertain steps. The laws were 
relaxed and the ministers of justice lingered in their 
course. The constitutional reliances of the people, for 
protection and safety, were soon found loo weak to dis- 
charge their functions ; and the public press, which, on 
all other occasions of existing evil or approaching danger 
had asserted its hifrh prerogative, was now awed into 
silence. 

A general alarm spread through the western counties. 
The people met and appointed eottuniltees of hjia'siii'a- 
tion. It was soon discovered that the outrages had not 
been unadvisably perpetrated by irresponsible members 
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of the fraternity, but authorised by the institution and im- 
pelled hy its principles. The conspiracy, from its origin 
to its conclusion, embraced a period of more than four 
months, and the knowledge of it extended from the im- 
mediate actors in it, to the highest authorities perlainin" 
to the Order. 

The results of the first six months' investigation, are 
embodied in ;l narrative, am! published bv the .Lewision 
committee. The bids am! dev elopements [herein set forth, 
hare withstood the '* test of truth, and the scruthn/ of 
time." With a view to possess the people of inform;; tioii 
which so deeply concerned their individual rights and the 
public safety, the committee caused five thousand copies 
of this narrative to be gratuitously circulated through ibis 
and adjoining Stales. 

Finding the ordinary tribunals of justice, in some in- 
stances disinclined to discharge their duties, and in all 
cases too feeble to resist the mysteriously powerful influ- 
ence of Freemasonry, the people memorialized [heir Rep- 
resentatives for relief. Their petition respectfully de- 
tailed the alarming facts now so well known to all, and 
earnestly praying that the arm of the law might ho 
siren lie nod, scarcely received [he decern firms of legis- 
lative interment. The same irresistible power which had 
misruled our public oflicers, sealed the bps of witnesses, 
tampered with the consciences of jurors, and suspended 
the sword of justice, now ciosed the halls of legislation 
upon the people. 

Turned out of Court and repulsed hy their Represen- 
tatives, (be people of the western counties appealed, riot 
to the weapons which God and nature bad put. into their 
hand, as would have been the case in a Jess enlightened 
country, but to public opinion, lawfully and understand- 
ingly expressed, through the Ballot Boxes, lor protec- 
tion and redress. Every other avenue was do ml. This 
was the only constitnjional hi ft rt -nil . Truly auspicious 
results, and salutary influences, are vindicating the wis- 
dom of this appeal, and all coming experience will sanc- 
tion its justice. 

Meantime the public eye, and the committee, more es- 
pecially, turned inquiringly from individual offenders, 
towards the institution itself. A keen desire was mani- 
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fest to know the real character of Freemasonry, and the 
true tendency of its principles. Morgan had made si full 
revelation of the three rim degrees, the truth of which 
was attested l> v bis abduction and scaled with his blood. 

Masonry, however, professed to be a " progressive sci- 
ence," and further developments were necessary to the 
formation of a correct estimate of its character. These 
were not long withheld. An encampment of Knights 
Templars tit Lc Hoy, after a violent and protracted strug- 
gle with that portion of their companions which approved 
of the outrage.-, resolved to restore themselves to society 
and their country, hi- renouncing the principles and ex- 
posing the secrets of the institution. This solemn duty 
was discharged, in convention, at l.e Roy, on the !)th of 
February, l83o. — The horrid oaths, unearthly penalties, 
profane orgies, and blasphemous rues, of the higher de- 
grees, were made public. Freemasonry, stripped of her 
seeming vestal garments and gorgeous attire, now .stood 
bald naked, exposed to the scorn and abhorrence of a 
long deluded, but finally disabused people. 

The committee continued their investigations, and were 
in constant attendance upon the several courts, where 

Near the' cb.se of the winter se==ron of 1K>S, the ex- 
ecutive and legislative departments of the Government 
became suddenly impressed with the propriety and neces- 
sity of affording the relief which was so promptly denied 
the preceding session. An act was passed, authorising 
the appointment of special counsel, to prosecute the in- 
vestigation of the masonic outrages. The then acting 
Governor appointed Daniel Moseley, Esq. to discharge 
this responsible duty. 

That gentleman entered immediately into the investi- 
gation, which he continued to prosecute, diligently, un- 
til called from the discharge of the duties, to a seat upon 
the bench, in the 7th Judicial District. 

Mr. Moseley has collected and arranged an important 
mass of complicated testimony, evidencing a wide spread 
of conspiracy, and an accumulation of crime, fearful, dark 
and atrocious. This fulfilling measure of guilt grows 
out of the necessity, from which the institution cannot 
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escape, of protecting those who, in obeying its mandates, 
violated the laws of the laud. The masonic conspirators 
acted under the advice of their chapters, the principles of 
which, in letter and spirit, cover the whole ground. Even 
the murderers of Morgan, can open their Freemason's 
Monitor, and demand thru- mrcrdjn,- cxixtititii: the tralUir. 

If any thing were wanting to prove that these outrages 
were the natural oiispring of masonic PRWeieLKs, we 
would refer to the fact, that the persons notoriously con- 
cerned in them, not merely stand fair with their lodges 
and chapters, but have been elevated to their highest hon- 
ors and offices! Those too who fled from justice, have 
been protected and supported by the fraternity. And we 
have strong reasons to believe, though unsupported by 
positive testimony, that monies have been furnished by 
the grand chapter for the relief and defence of the con- 
spirators, who are distinguished by the mystic brother- 
hood, as the " Western .Sufferers."* 

The lime and manner of Morgan's murder has been 
ascertained, by those who were immediately connected 
with the investigations.— Most if not all the persons by 
whom Hie foul deed was perpetrated, are satisfactorily 
known— but when, and by whose agency, their guilt will 
be juoieioushi established, remains'uitfi the <u-^u dispo- 
ser of all human events. 

Edward Giddins, whose testimony would go very far 
in developing thejW.- of this extended conspiracy and 
foul murder, has been rejected as a witness in the Onta- 
rio court of Common Pleas, by a rule, in relation to the 
soundness el which the most distinguished [i.insls enter- 
tain conflicting opinions. Had the fji.ijecti-on went to Mr 
Giddins' credibility, he would have been fully sustained" 
—for few men have passed through life with a more 
blameless reputation. 

Elisha Adams, into whose hands Morgan passed from 
Mr. Giddins, and who continued to feed and guard him 
until the night of the murder, was sent by its con ^der- 
ates to Vermont, from whence he was demanded as a fu- 
gitive from justice. Adams was a reluctant agent of the 

n fMT b v f f Ct hB l SiD ™ bee " dir " % e ^ abl Mhtdby the declaration 
of Mr. Yates; who gives minus mid sums. 



103 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 



c nspirators, and daring hia seclusion, had determined if 
brought to (he bar as a witness, as he himself repeatedly 
averred, to " make a dean breast of it" by telling the 
truth. He continued in this wholesome frame of mind, 
until he found himself surrounded by his guilty Royal 
Arch Companions, who soon succeeded in re-establishing 
their mysterious influence over his conscience ; and sub- 
jecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, 
which, under the most fearful penalties, enjoins the keep- 
ing of a companion's secrets, in all eases, " murder and 
treason not excepted." William King, who professed to 
have returned to Niagara county, for the purpose of con- 
fronting his accusers, swore off "his trial, and has retraced 
his steps to Arkansas. Howard, of Buffalo, who applied 
the torch to Miller's office, fled to Europe, and has not 
since been heard of. John Whitney, of liochester, who 
following the councils of more wary conspirators, went 
fearful lengths, after hiding in distant States for nearly 
two years, has returned and awaits his trial. Loton Law- 
son, who pleaded g-ilty to the conspiracy indictments, to 
prevent the production of testimony, that would inculpate 
him for a higher offence, has completed his two years 
imprisonment, and taken up his abode in the State of 
Pennsylvania. It is known that a masonic friend of 
Liuv^u's preceded him on his route from Canandaigua 
to his destined residence, summoning the chapters lo 
meet— hut for what purpose we are left to conjecture. 

The case of Eli Brace, late sheriff of Niagara county, 
who was convicted in Ontario of receiving and confining 
Morgan in Fort Niagara, was referred, on a question of 
form, to the supreme court. Eighteen other persons con- 
cerned in the outrages have been indicted, but the public 
prosecutor has not been able to bring on their trials. 

Nothing hut the intelligence and virtue of a great pro- 
portion of its members bad so long restrained Freemason- 
ry from open misrule and violence. Its signs, grips and 
obligations, afford every facility for the protection and es- 
cape of masonic offenders. And these facilities are far 
from having been unimproved. Depredations to a great- 
er amount and conspiracies of a more formidable charac- 
ter, have been committed and concealed under the ripen- 
ing influence of Freemasonry, than the public, aided by 



recent developements, would be willing to believe. — The 
institution exerts a mysterious and pernicious influence 
over all the relations of life. The obligation which binds 
masons to warn their brethren of all approaching danger, 
and to keep inviolable their guilty secrets, is a direct 
bribe to the vicious propensities of our nature.— And that 
obligation which compels a mason to assist a mystic 
brother out of difficulty, " right or wrong," furnishes the 
widest latitude to crime. It is not unknown to those who 
have given the subject their attention that the numerous 
gangs of counterfeiters who have so frequently flooded the 
State with spurious notes and base coin, were almost whol- 
ly composed of Freemasons. With this knowledge, it is 
no longer a mystery how they so frequently eluded the min- 
isters of justice, or escaped through the meshes of the law: 
But there is an evil of a more alarming nature to which 
we feel constrained to draw the public attention. Free- 
masonry has cast her broadest mantle over legislative cor- 
ruption and bribery. — The attempt of John Anderson to 
bribe the Hon. Lewis Williams, chairman of the commit- 
tee of claims, in the House of Representatives, has led to 
a brief examination of transactions of a similar character 
in our State legislature. Col. Anderson attempted to 
bribe Mr. Williams as a " man and mason," but being no 
mason, Mr. W. was at liberty, not only to reject the bribe 
but to expose the culprit.* This incident is full of in- 

~~ • COL. ANDERSON'S LETTER~ ™ 

The Hon. Lewis Williams. 

Honored Sir : I return you thanks for the attention I received to 
my claims (o pass so soon. Mr. Lee will hand you some claim! 
from the River Raisin, which will pass through your Honorable 
Committee; and 1 have a wish that the conduct of the British in 
that country may be related in full, on the floor of Congress; which 
will give you some trouble in making out the Report and supporting 
the same. I have now to request that youtaUt accept of the small 
sum of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS as part pay for (lie citra 
trouble I give you ; / will present it to you as soon as I receive 
tome from Government (.') This is CONFIDENTIAL, that only 
you arid me may know any thing about it ; or, in other words, 
I give it to you as a man and a MASON ; and hope i/iiu belong to 
that society. Sir, should it happen that you will not accept of this 
small sum, I request that you will excuse me; if you do not accept, 
1 wish you to drop me a few lines ; if you accept, I wish no answer. 
I hope you will see my view on the subject, that if is for extra 
trouble. [!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ] JOHN ANDERSON. 

Washington, Jan. 6, 1918. 
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etruction. Had Mr. Williams been a mason, though 
promptly rejecting the bribe, he was not at liberty to expose 
a mystic brother to shame and punishment. A Freema- 
son approaches his legislative brother, with the wages of 
iniquity in hand, in the full assurance that if his bribe is 
rejected, his guilty secrets will be inviolably kept. This 
reason is fortified by an extended train of facts. The his- 
tory of all the known corruption practised in our legisla- 
ture, from the briberies committed with the Merchant's 
Bank in 1804, to those of the Fulton and Chemical Char- 
ters in 1824, is pregnant with testimony against Free- 
masonry. The fact that almost every man known to have 
been disreputably concerned in those transactions, was a 
Freemason, admonishes the people to guard these avenues 
against the corrupting influence of that institution. And 
that ancient, if not honorable fraternity, the Lobby, which 
still infests the seat of government, and beleaguers the cap- 
ital, stands conspicuous in the lists of Freemasonry. Of 
all the horde of mercenaries who hang year after year upon 
the legislature, let even one be named who is not a bright 
Freemason. These assertions are not brought upon 
slight or insufficient testimony. The evidence of their 
entire truth may be obtained by all who make proper in- 
quiries. 

But the institution puts forth on all occasions, as a 
shield and defence against her, the names of eminently 
virtuous men, who in their youth, misled by her false pre- 
tensions to science and wisdom, " took her for better or 
for worse" The sainted name of Washington, though 
his recorded admonitions to " beware of all secret telf 
created associations, under what specious garb soever they 
appeared," forbids the profanation, is imprudently used 
to patch up the tattered vestments with which a detected 
imposter still seeks to cover her deformities. The stain- 
less reputation of a contemporary,* whose charities have 
engraved his name upon the hearts of thousands, and 
whose munificence is even now unfolding the treasures 
of knowledge to the humblest citizen, and extending the 
boundaries of science to the remotest section of the State, 
is daily pressed into the service of Freemasonry, to give 
false lustre to its character, and posthumous currency to 
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its principles. It 13 due to this distinguished gentleman 
to state, that although the swelling titles and empty honors 
of the fraternity have been continuously lavished upon 
him, he never could he pressed beyond the third degree 
of Speculative Freemasonry. And a confiding hope is 
entertained, based upon our knowledge of his virtues and 
patriolism, that ere long he will feel constrained to in- 
hibit the use of his right name in beguiling the footsteps 
of our youth into the dark and devious recesses of the 
lodge room. More than four hundred initiates, within 
our own State, including members of every Degree, from 
an Entered Apprentice to the Thrice Illustrious Knights 
of the Holy Trinity, have publicly renounced the institu- 
tion. Thousands have silently withdrawn, and it cannot 
be presumed that any good man who received it upon 
trust, will continue his connexion with the fraternity after 
he has thoroughly examined the tendency of its princi- 
ples. 

Freemasonry is deeply anxious to conceal the truth in 
relation to herself and her steadfast votaries. It will re- 
quire much zeal and labor to expose and dissipate the 
falsehoods and delusions which the fraternity have so in- 
dustriously spread abroad. Time and truth, however, 
will ultimately encompass these ends. All there is of 
Freemasonry, pertaining to the lodges, chapters, and en- 
campments, may be gathered from Morgan's Illustrations, 
and the Le Roy revelations. But the inquirer for real 
Freemasonry, divested of its gaudy trappings, and its tra- 
ditionary fable, must seek out other sources of informa- 
tion. The work of Abbe Barruel,and Professor Robi- 
son's Proofs of a Conspiracy to overthrow all Religion 
and Government, present a faithful and alarming picture 
of Freemasonry, and commend themselves to the delibe- 
rate consideration of the American people. Of the vari- 
ous writers who are now developing, with fearless pens, 
and surpassing powers, the legitimate tendency and aims 
of Freemasonry, Henry Dana Ward, of New York, and 
Elder John G. Stearns, of Oneida county, have attained a 
proud eminence, from which they are dispensing floods of 
light and knowledge. These gifted and enlightened men 
were members of the masonic fraternity. They had, 
however, sifted its pretensions, and eschewed its princi- 
ples, previous to the murder of Morgan. The writings of 
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these gentlemen ought to be speedily procured and exten- 
sively circulated through every town in the State. We 
hazard nothing in saying, that no intelligent man or ma- 
son can read Mr. Ward's volume, entitled, Freemasonry, 
without being convinced that the institution is a rank im- 
posture and dangerous cheat. * * * * 

Entirely erroneous opinions have been propagated, far 
and wide, in relation to the views and conduct of anti- 
masons. We are represented as persecuting and oppress- 
ing all the members of the masonic society, thereby con- 
founding the innocent with the guilty. Nothing but 
Freemasonry itself, is more fallacious than this accusa- 
tion. Freemasons have violated the laws of the Stale and 
taken the life of an unoffending citizen. The influence 
of the fraternity has impeded, and continues to impede, 
the course of justice, and the offenders stalk abroad in the 
community, cherished and supported by the institution, 
unmolested and unpunished. The secrets and principles 
of the institution, which have been fully exposed, are 
positively and undeniably bad and dangerous. We there- 
fore ask Freemasons to renounce them. If they refuse 
to accede to a request so reasonable, arc we made ob- 
noxious to the charge of persecution for withholding 
our support from themt How are the people to redeem 
their halls of legislation, to purify their temples of justice, 
or to re-establish the ascendency of their laws, if the 
supporters of Freemasonry are not dispossessed of place 
and power. 

The progress of truth, and the developements ot 
time, have°refuted many of the fictions, and turned 
back some of the calumnies with which the fraternity 
so long held public opinion in suspense.— It is no longer 
gravely asserted that Morgan is selling bia books, that 
he has retired beyond the Rocky mountains, or that 
he has joined the standard of the false prophet, at Smyr- 
na. All who do not egregiously undervalue the intel- 
ligence of the people, are constrained to admit that 
this citizen, blameless of all offence to the laws of the 
land, after five, days confinement, was deliberately murder- 
ed at Fort Niagara, and cast into Lake Ontario. The 
same calumny which represented the just indignation of 
freemen, as an excitement got up for the temporary pur- 
pose of aiding a parly, has spent its malice, and passes, 
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with the mass of falsehoods which that fruitful occasion 
for private and public defamation provoked.— The deep 
sensibility and awakened interest which ten free States 
are manifesting, by unequivocal demonstrations of hostili- 
ty to the masonic institution, repels the accusation of the 
fraternity which confined their belligerents to an infected 
district of madmen and fanatics in the western part of the 
Slate of New York. 

But we turn from the past to contemplate the future — 
where hope is unfolding lier bright visions to the eye of 
patriotism, and promising her treasured rewards to the as- 
pirations of piety. The quiet, but resistless power of pub- 
lic opinion, is accomplishing a great moral and political 
revolution. This work, which moved forward with cau- 
tious and faltering steps, through its incipient stages, is 
now rapidly spreading all over this and the neighboring 
States. We cannot yet fix its boundaries, or estimate the 
time that it will require to accomplish its high purposes. 
But one thing is certain. The fire will burn while the 
fuel lasts ; and the disenthralled spirit which has gone 
abroad, will not return until the Republic is effectually 
redeemed from the unhallowed grasp of Speculative Free- 
masonry. 

SAMUEL WORKS, 
HARVEY ELY, 
F. F. BACKUS, 
F. WHITTLESEY, 
THURLOW WEED. 

Rochester, Feb. 15, 1829. 



REPORT 

Of Oh Select C^mittee of the House of Auembly of New- York, m the At- 
duetum awl Murder of Wtitiam Morgan.— Midi Feb. 16, 1829. 

The select committee to whom was referred so much 
of the message of bis excellency the governor, as relates 
to the abduction of William Morgan, and the proceedings 
under the act passed the 15th day of April, 1828, respect- 
fully report, in part ; 

That they have endeavored to give the subject that at- 
15* 
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tention which its importance demands, and to pursue their 
investigations in that spirit of candor that should charac- 
terize an inquiry into matters of so much delicacy ; and 
respecting which, there exists great public excitement. 
They cannot flatter themselves, however, that they have 
carried nothing of feeling with them into the investigation 
of the subject ; for, coming, as most of them do, from 
what has been sometimes termed the " infected district,' 
it is hardly to be supposed, that they should be indifferent, 
in the midst of a community greatiy agitated. Still, they 
trust, that they have so far succeeded in discussing it dis- 
passionately, as to lay before you no facts, except such as 
have the impress of authenticity, and to draw no inferences 
which are not fairly deducible from established premises. 

The message of his excellency the governor treats the 
subject as one which may require the interposition of the 
legislature, and to your committee has been assigned the 
task of ascertaining what legislation is necessary. It 
being highly important that the legislature should be in 
possession of the facts in every case, respecting which 
they may be called to legislate, your committee believed it 
to be their duty to collect and spread before this house a 
statement of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair, 
together with the causes which produced them, so far as 
the same have been ascertained. For this purpose, they 
directed their chairman to address letters to the Hon. 
Daniel Moaeley, special counsel, appointed by the execu- 
tive of this Stale, under the act passed April 15,1838, 
and to Bowen Whiting, Esq. district attorney for the 
county of Ontario, requesting from them a statement in 
detail of such particulars of the transaction as may have 
come to their knowledge, in the discharge of their official 
duties. 

Your committee were aware, that the circumstances re- 
lating to the Morgan outrages, had been collected and pub- 
lished in apamphlet form, and in some public newspapers, 
by a number of respectable gentlemen, selected for that 
purposely their fellow citizens in public meetings ; and 
that notwithstanding these gentlemen, some of whom have 
seats in this house, affixed their own signatures to these 
publications, no attempt had been made to disprove their 
statements. Still, as there exists a disposition in our 
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country to discredit statements which are made through 
the organ of the periodical press, and it being desirable to 
lay before this house such data as might with proper 
safety be relied upon, by those who may be called lo act 
in this grave matter, your committee thought it better to 
refer you to statements emanating from those whose official 
duties have made them acquainted with these singular 
transactions. It has too long been the opinion of many, 
that the "western excitement" belonged more property 
to our newspaper, than to our judicial history ; and events 
more alarming in their character, when viewed in all their 
bearings, than any that have transpired in the course of 
many years, have been regarded rather as a romance than 
as solemn matters of fact. In making this statement, 
your committee mean no reflection upon the intelligence 
of this house or this community. The state of feeling 
and the incredulity that have existed in many places with 
regard to this matter, have proceeded from an honorable 
confidence in our free institutions, and in the integrity of 
our fellow citizens, which bespeak great elevation of sen- 
timent and nobleness of spirit; but which at the same 
time show with what ease our good nature may be prac- 
tised upon by the artful and designing. 

The call for information made upon Mr. Whiting, was 
answered. And your committee would take the liberty 
of expressing their acknowledgements to this gentleman for 
bis promptitude and frankness in preparing for them, in 
the midst of pressing professional engagements, a state- 
ment so full and satisfactory. 

From this statement it appears that in the summer of 
4826, a notice was inserted in the Ontario Messenger, a 
newspaper published at Canandaigua, by the procurement 
of those who were afterwards concerned in the outrages, 
representing Morgan to be guilty of bad conduct, and that 
particular information might be had respecting him, on 
application to the lodge in that village. During the sum- 
mer of that year, it was reported that Morgan was writing 
a book on Freemasonry, to be published by David C. 
Miller, of Batavia, and this report was confirmed by sub- 
sequent events. Much feeling was excited amongst many 
members of the masonic fraternity, in consequence of this 
report ; and meetings were held in many places, to con- 
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sider of measures, bj which the publication of the book 
might be prevented. A Canadian whose name is Johns, 
and who is said to have belonged to the British fur com- 
pany, was introduced to Milter, under pretence of assisting 
him in the publication, but-in reality for the purpose of 
acquiring information where Morgan's writings were to 
be found. Through his aid, the conspirators were enabled 
to obtain the possession of a part, at least, of Morgan's 
manuscripts. 

On the 11th of September, persons from Lockport, in 
the county of Niagara, 90 miles distant from Canandaigua, 
applied at Fort Niagara for a place of confinement for 
Morgan, because he was about " to reveal the secrets of 
masonry." The day before, Ebenezer C. Kingsley of 
Canandaigua, by the persuasion of Nicholas G. Cheesebro 
and others of that place, made a complaint against Mor- 
gan, before a magistrate, for stealing a shirt and cravat, 
the property of Kingsley. A warrant was issued on this 
complaint by the magistrate, directed to Cheesebro, as 
one of the coroners of Ontario county, or to any constable 
of that county, for Morgan's arrest. It was delivered to 
Cheesebro, who hired a post-coach and procured Ha] la- 
way Hayward, a constable, and three or four others, to 
accompany him to Batavia, where Morgan resided. The 
party arrived at Batavia the same day, and the next morn- 
ing the warrant was served by Hayward, it having been 
first endorsed by a magistrate of Genesee county. Imme- 
diately after the arrest, the same party returned to Canan- 
daigua, and arrived in the evening. Morgan was taken 
before the magistrate, examined and discharged from the 
arrest, the charge of larceny appearing to be unfounded, 
the shirt and cravat having been borrowed from Kingsley. 

Immediately on his being discharged, a demand of two 
dollars was presented to the justice against him in favor 
of Cheesebro, as assignee of one Ackley. Morgan con- 
fessed a judgment, and an execution was forthwith 
issued. He took off his coat and offered it to satisfy the 
execution, but it was refused, and he was arrested and 
locked up in prison. 

Information that Morgan was in custody, was imme- 
diately sent to Rochester to certain persons there, or to 
use the language of Cheesebro, to Morgan's friends in 
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that place, some of whom came to Canandaigua the nest 
day, for the purpose of carrying him off. A carriage <vas 
stationed a few rods from the gaol, where it might be 
ready to start at a given signal. Previous to this, Loton 
Lawson had been at the gaol, had seen Morgan, and pro- 
posed to Mrs. Hall, the wife of ihe gaoler, (he being absent,) 
to pay the debt out of friendship to Morgan, and release him 
from prison. Mrs. Hall at first refused to comply, but on 
Cheesebro and Sawyer's recommending it, she consented 
to release Morgan. As she went towards the prison, 
Lawson went to (he street dour and made a signal. She 
turned, and saw a man come up the steps. She released 
Morgan, and on going to the door, saw him between 
Lawson and the man who came up the steps, struggling 
and crying murder. His mouth was stopped, and he was 
forced off down the street. In (he struggle, Morgan lost 
his hat. One of the party made a signal by rapping on 
a well curb, when the carriage started after them, took 
them in, and went towards Rochester. 

The carriage was driven by Hiram Hubbard, who has 
testified, (hat he drove the party a little beyond Hanford's 
landing, near the east end of the ridge road, where he 
arrived about sunrise; and (hat they got out at a place, 
distant from any house. On his return, and a short dis- 
tance from the place where he left the party, he met a 
carriage with a pair of horses, The same day, a carriage 
was procured from Ezra Plait, of Rochester, under pre- 
tence of going to Lewiston to the installation of a lodge. 
Mr. Piatt has been examined as a witness, and denies 
recollecting who hired the carriage. He says that it was 
applied for before daylight, and that the driver has left 
the country, but that he does not now recollect his name. 
On that day, a carriage passed along the ridge road to 
Lewiston, under peculiar and extraordinary circumstances, 
not stepping at public houses, drawn by horses belonging 
to persons living on the road, which were changed in bye 
places, and driven by men who would not ordinarily be 
engaged in that business. This carriage stopped in a 
back street at Lewiston ; and on the morning of the 14th, 
at a very early hour, another carriage was procured to go 
to Fort Niagara. The latter carriage was driven by 
Corydon Fox, a stage driver, who was directed to go to 
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the one standing in the back street for his passengers. 
Fox states that he did so ; that four or five men left that 
carriage and got into the one driven by him. One of the 
men had no hat, and appeared to be helpless. He then 
drove towards the Fort, called by the way at Col. King's, 
took him in, and when near the Fort, left the whole party 
in the road, and returned to Lewistoii. It is proved, that 
on that day, a roan was in confinement in the magazine, 
attached to the Fort. Mr. Whiting adds, that it can now 
be proved that Morgan was in the carriage that passed 
along the ridge road on the 13th of September, 1826. 

He also subjoins a statement of the testimony of Ed- 
ward Giddins before the grand jury of Ontario county, 
and which said Giddins has published. Mr. Giddins, on 
the trial of Eli Bruce, Esq. late sheriff of Niagara, was 
offered as a witness, and rejected, on the ground of re- 
ligions beiief. Mr. Whiting, however, seems to credit his 
statements, which, he says, are corroborated, in some im- 
portant particulars, by other witnesses. From his state- 
ment we learn that Morgan was confined in the magazine 
at Fort Niagara, and if we give his statement credence, 
we must come to the conclusion that he was finally mur- 
dered. Mr. Whiting comes to that conclusion, indepen- 
dent of the testimony of Giddins; and your committee 
believe that he is fully warranted in so doing, by the 
facts and circumstances which he has detailed. Mr. 
Moscley, in his communication to your committee, states, 
that he has ascertained material testimony, in relation to 
the abduction, since the making of this report to the 
executive, and adds, that he has been put in possession of 
some information of a graver character, from a source 
entitled to credit. Your committee, therefore, feel justi- 
fied in saying, that there is very little reason to doubt, 
but that a free citizen of this State has been deliberately 
put to death by highly respectable individuals, and that 
many men in high standing were privy to the designs 
against him, and assisted in the preliminary measures, 
although, perhaps, but few directly participated in the 
final catastrophe. 

It may be proper to mention in this connexion, that at 
a trial at Batavia, nqt particularly referred to by Mr. 
Whiting, three men were convicted of a daring outrage 
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upon the p™ ,„d liben, of Col. Miller, »ho was asso- 
ciated with Morgan in the publication of the book on 
mason,,. Tin, outrage was committed on the same day 
that Morgan was forcibly carried away from the gaol at 
Canandaigua. A principal actor in this affair was the 
Canadian, Johns, who, eight days before, had suddenly 
disappeared from Batavia. But your committee will not 
tax the patience of this house, by a reciial of the panicu- 
late ol this outrage, and of several others committed or 
attempted against the peisons and property of Miller and 
Morgan, and in which many persons are known to hare 
participated. 

Although the special council, appointed by the execu- 
tive, lias interposed a caution against speaking of « socie- 
ties and denominations of men" in relation to ihe subiect 
of these inquiries, your committee feel bound to state that 
in the,, opinion, if the abduction of Morgan is chargeable 
upon individuals, acting » as such," it i, likewise charge- 
able upon them, as members of a powerful society exist- 
ing in our Slate, claiming a high character, on which has 
been bestowed many marks of public favor, and whose 
annual convocations and dazzling honors have been re- 
garded with great interest, and sought for wilh much 
avidity Your committee are not insensible, that they 
are preferring a grave charge against an institution which 
has many bright ,nd honorable names enrolled among its 
votaries. Still ihey conceive, that the true character of 
the transaction, and its relative importance are lo be as- 
certained by adverting to the cause which produced it 
and the motives which actuated the perpetrators. 

Ihe active and persevering district attorney of the 
MJMy of 0„„„„, who ha. carefully investigated the 
wriole matter, states it as proved, " that the motives which 
actuated those who conspired against Morgan were to 
prevent the publication of his book on Freemasonry. 
1 he same objects were avowed in the meetings in Gene- 
see county, by those who visited Fort Niagara, by those 
who acted in Canandaigua, and by those who came to 
Canandaigua in consequence of the information sent to 
Rochester So far, therefore, as their motives were then 
avowed, the suppression of Morgan's publication was the 
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object to be effected, and the abduction of the man w» 
the mean, b, which that object ... to b. "»"^"- 

» The abduction of Morgan," says Mr. « biting, is a 
singular and striking event in onr history ; and a. in «... 
of other irretrievable evils, ,t is easier to lament t, than to 
find a remedy. I have no hesitation m saying, th.Ut 
resnlied from the confidence which member, of the ma- 
■ ... k*„„ fell in it. nower and influence ; Irom 
ri esltaSS ,°lue o P f ,h.t instimtion, and Hon, 
.„ opinion, that the, were bound to preserve i, from ™ 
istion and iniury." And he adds in conclusion, it is 
Sh, of remark, that it has been proved or conceded, 
h, ,11 those who have engaged in these outrage, were 
members of the masonic fraternity; a fact no tw «ho»« 
meaning in reference to the .objects of the ™.pi'?=J; 

A proper consideration of these facts, fully e=«blrt«d 
by .oleum judicial investigation, will lead to a duo esti- 
mate of the subject referred to by your committee. Some 
tave wondered why the abduction, or even the murder, 

ed of so much importance. Had he fallen in deadly 



Krife with hi. fellow, or had a single as..ssin pia.teo . 
dagger in hi. heart, the event and it. 
long since have ceased to interest the public It » the 
offence against tlie dignity of this State, and the just 
gSund. of alarm, indicated" by the character of the 
action, which give, it it. relative .■■»!»■'>»»• "™> 
case, of personal Buffering may be pointed out m onr his- 
,ory, which, if the individuals only are to be 
consideration, mu.t he regarded a, much more atfc i»e 
ihan the case of the American seaman who wa. shot b, 
titi.ha.tho,.., in the harho, of Newark and wta- 
death caused such great sensation. Still, >'» deu »*" 
justly considered a mailer of national concern, wniiw 
nihers who fell hy private assassins, were soon lorgoiien. 
A wound w. in'thced upon our national .honor "Inch 
Awakened the sensibilities of thi. whole n.t, or. W.Ml. 
that .uch aggrc.sion. ou our sovereignly .hould be re- 
pelled, and tl». the permanence and .lability of o« 
institution, could only he secured, by .how,„r on. n«gl- 
bors that such act. could not be committed with «np°"7- 
If the spirit and feelings that were then moiled were joK 
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•nd proper ; ifthat event n considered ,» tomm* out- 

nige, principal!, ,„ consequence of the source from which 

< it .W follow tliauhe offence cooiroined 

2*"" i "T"' "" l '" t ' rk - "'" «•» of William 
Morgan shonlue.cite ,,„,,! i t „, ;r0!l . The 

ot a .ids spread association, whose principles and ouera- 

tions are studiously concealed from the public view ■ who 

claim tor their body high antiquity and distinguished re 

now,,; who assume imposing ,i,| e , „ d di,pl.,",l,e badges 

ofrov.lt,, feeling themselves bound to preser,, thoi, „?,„ 

nstitution from vtol.i.on, have violated the majesty „f ,1," 

law, and trampled upon those fundamental p.mcipte, on 

which are based our Iree institutions. 

Your committee believe, that such an act, from such a 

ter than a simple outrage, committed by the agents of a 

assaults of a foreign enemy, than to counteract the wiles 

free „,„„„ , „, „, , g,e,t measure, depends „,„'„ ,heir 
due estimation by those who enjoy their benefits If our 
hon„„b|o, learned, and innViu,:,! c,,„c„, consider ihem 
selves bound to an invisible power, esisti,,, .,„„„„, ™ 
by stronger tie, th,„ ,h ci , nllegianoa to that count,; 
which so amply protect, them in the enjoyment of life 
and liberty, „,d in tb, prosecution of those pursuit, which 
he, deem essential t„ thei, !,„,,,„ „,-.-. 3 ; j, ,l nimli 
the strength and influence of that power, and with , diroc 

rftbe ,O hi"l Pr r 0,, "T' ""J.™ 1 ™ »P»» the exercise 
of the highest acts or sovereign,,-, ,|,„, contemning , he 

fcr'Xm , a °""" i ' ? 0f ,hi ' Sue, havo we no just ground 

strnnTrLT k"!'u V° ,""' M ' °»J I«"0 Mated 9 

strong case, but have tliev stated a stronger one thai, is 
detailed b, Mr. Whiting, If », .How ,l„, h„ h„ „o, ™i" 
taken the true character of the transaction, and the mo- 
,'lW d ' h °, ,U0 " " d ' Wl »t have the, 

alleged, that „ „„t M , „ it , b , , feithful public officer 
who has had every opportunity to judgo in tin, ,„,„„' 
and whose relation to those concerned, precludes the idea 
that he has misconstiued their motives? Well might the 



distinguished public officer,* wbo now presides over the 
other branch of the legislature, say, thai those wbo per- 
petrated this outrage, ' have disturbed the public peace, 
have dared to raise their parricidal arms against the laws 
and constitution of our government, and assumed a power 
which is incompatible with a due subordination to the laws 
and public authority of this State.' Following up the 
idea of the same distinguished individual, your comimLtee 
add that such attacks upon the sovereign power, ol whic 
everv citizen is a constituent member, should be t"'-"'" 



Your committee believe that an idea lias too long pre- 
vailed that this is a trivial affair ; and therefore they 
have 'dwelt loiver upon tiiis branch of the subject than 
would ha.eb.eu nceossary. They forbear to 

descant upon the reason, that have given currency to this 
idea and the cold indifference with which it has been re- 
■ men whose members, lor a series ol 
year,, hare filled a great proportion ot the responsible sta- 
tions in every department ol the government. 1 be citi- 
zens of those counties where these outrages were perpe- 
trated, when thev discovered the intimate connexion be- 
tween them ami Freemasonry, expected that the members 
and officers of that institution would have been foremost 
in ferreting out the guilty individuals, and unwearied in 
their options to wipe bom it, escutcheon so foul a stain. 
It was certainly reasonable to suppose that an institution 
lavi,i" claim to the neatest purity ot principle, won''- ..»»e 
nwdclibr-ra) contribution* of lis funds and exertions, m 
bringing to lifht this dark, nefarious and alarming trans- 
action ■ tint at'lea.st they would have affixed some mark 
of disapprobation upon those whose conduct was so crimi- 
nal, and so directly calculated to bring their fraternity 

into disrepme. Your committee can... 

that any such measures were deemed necessary by Uio 
institution. They cannot but think that this apparent 
apathy solemnly admonishes us, as a people to inquire 
into iis causes ; and why is it that when members of this 
society are frequently debarred from us privilege, b>r 
offences which are not cognizable before our courts, the 
perpetrators of these flagrant enormities should not be 

* Judge Throop. 
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considered guilty of " unmasonic conduct," and treated 
accordingly. The inquiry naturally suggests tacit", was 
that confidence in the power and influence ni' their society 
which led these men to the commission of sucli crimes 
such as the principles of that society warranted them in* 
entertaining; and was their construction of lluiir masonic 
obligations that which is fairly inferable from the tenor of 
those obligations 1 The sunt! i tig of those men in society 
and with the craft; their numbers ; their avowed monies', 
with reference to this affair ; and the treatment they have 
received from their brethren, certainly justifies the pre- 
sumption that they were not mistaken ; and would, if we 
had no other evidence, afford the strongest grounds for 
suspicion. But on this subject we are not left to conjec- 
ture. The principles and obligations of masonry are well 
known to at least one member of your committee : and 
they afford a complete solution to this inquiry. Several 
of the obligations, taken by members of this "society, as 
published by a convention of seceding masons, who were 
led to an examination of the principles of the institution, 
in consequence of the outrages committed in their neigh- 
borhood, wore laid before the legislature at their last ses- 
sion, for the consideration of this house. Those obli-i-Mion? 
taken in connexion with those published by AL.riian^ (Ibr 
the authenticity of which we have evidence of the most 
conclusive, as well as of the most painful kind,) too plainly 
show the truly appalling fact, that those deluded men 
whose hands are probably stained with a brother's blood, 
though politically and morally wrong, were masonicaUy 
right. This, in the. view of your committee, is the most 
distressing and alarming feature in the whole transac- 

To the sincere patriot, to every citizen, it affords matter 
for gram, reflection, that those men, some of whom have 
seats in this house, and hold high and responsible stations, 
should have calculated with so much confidence on bein^ 
shielded from public vengeance, although guilty of hi^h 
enormities, by the power and influence of a secret society. 
Whether they supposed that this society afforded facilities 
for the commission of crimes without the possibility of 
detection, or whether they calculated on corrupting the 
fountains of justice, the fact is equally interesting to eve- 
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ry lover of his country. Did these men suppose that ma- 
sons in high stations would interpose the broad shield of 
their authority to protect them in their high handed villany, 
in tiieir '" pn:ci>]]ocrt(>d and <l.:l j hr=|-am " attack upon the 
laws arid constitution of their country % Did they suppose, 
that witnesses and jurors, feeling themselves bound by 
masonic obligations, Would lo.-o fight of (heir duty to their 
country and their God 1 Your committee take no 
pleasure in dwelling upon this subject; Still it is one 
which requires a thorough investigation. A society of 
men who meet in secret, embracing all ranks of life, com- 
prising many men of talents, and a very large proportion 
of those who hold high and responsible stations, is looked 
up to with confidence by its intelligent and respectable 
members, as affording a sure protection from the conse- 
quences of the most infamous and dangerous crimes. 
Yet this society boasts of her charities, professes to teach 
the most expansive benevolence, and carries in her public 
processions the volume of inspiration. Why this confi- 
dence! How do ihey expect protection in such cases, 
except by trampling under foot all that is dear to us as 
freemen ? 

Whether the existence of such a society, holding her 
meetings in secret places, guarding the entrance to her 
conclaves with the instruments of death, binding her 
votaries with such ties, affording them protection when in 
difficulty, " right or wrong," regarding her own laws as 
paramount to the taws of the land, is compatible with our 
free institutions, should be taken into serious considera- 
tion. The subject addresses itself to our love of country 
in the most imposing form; and however disagreeable it 
may be, we should not shrink from the examination. 

Your committee are aware, that any measures which 
may be taken, with the view of removing this evil, will be 
called intolerant- It will be said, that the society or sect 
of Freemasons, are entitled to the same protection as 
other associaiions for charitable purposes and mutual im- 
provement. There can be no question but that Freema- 
sons have a right to assemble and transact their business 
in their own way, so long as their business is lawful, and 
they in no way injure others, or endanger the State. 
But that men may meet for any purpose, and form asso- 



i as 



ciations whose tendency is to screen the guilty and sap 
the foundation of civil liberty, is inconsistent with the 
genius of our government. Every government has the 
right to provide for its own safety, and to prohibit any 
thing that tends to its own subversion. A govern morn 
without such right con Id be of no value to thccomnnmVt', 
that adopted it. 1 
If Freemasonry has dangerous features there can cer 
tainly be no doubt of the rightoi the legislature to require 
those features to he expunged. If it is," as its friends con- 
tend, merely an association to promote charity arid social 
intercourse, it has no occasion for such obnoxious oath= 
01 a character so different from the real objects of the 
institution Why such horrid penalties to enforce the 
practice of such dut.es, and to effect such objects ? 

Your committee cannot believe that the rights of any 
citizen would be abridged by forbidding him to put him- 
se f under such obligations, or to partake in rites directly 
calculated to corrupt the public morals. We have not 
only a right to prohibit crime, but to prevent men from 
binding themselves to its commission. 

Your committee believe, that the institution of Free- 
masonry owes its dangerous character to its obligations 
which arc imposed as they are informed, upon no vie, rites 
without making known to them their nature Destitute 
of their sanctions, and the bond of union they produce 
(the sure consequence of the barbarous penalties that are 
interwoven into their texture,) it would h s, it- mi I i - 
ous tendency, and be completely shorn of its locks Its 
boasted cement, which owes its influence to one of the 
strongest, though not the noblest, passion, of the human 
heart, would lose its power; and the mighty edifice that 
afreets to defy the 11 world in arms " would fill by it., ov .,, 
weight If Freemasons arc tenacious of their ornament- 
badges, and vestments, let them continue to me then-' 
and lo display them in public, if it will afferd them anv 
amusement or pleasure. But certainly it is asking too 
much of this community to require us to tolerate them in 
the use of oaths which tend directly to sap the foundations 
of our free institutions, and to subvert the citadel of 
liberty. 

Your committee believe that the passage of a law pro- 
16* 
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hibiting the administration of extrajudicial oaths, would 
produce many salutary results, disconnected with the 
masonic institution. The committee, who, at the last 
session, reported the bill to prevent the administration of 
such oaths, say, with great l'orce and justice, that " the fre- 
quent unauthorized and irreverent administration of oaths 
has a powerful influence to destroy that religious sensi- 
bility to their nature, and that scrupulous and conscientious 
regard to all their requirements, which alone entitle them 
to" confidence. Great and enlightened men have, with 
one accord, condemned the multiplication of oaths, with 
or without the sanction of law, as immoral and impolitic.' 1 
If such remarks arc correct with respect to oaths adminis- 
tered in the usual form, what shall we say of those pre- 
sented to the consideration of the house, and which are 
said to be taken under circumstances of peculiar degra- 
dation 1 It must he perfectly obvious to every one, who 
will make himself acquainted with their nature and pro- 
visions, that they must frequently put it in the power of 
men, desperate in principle and depraved in moral?, to 
exercise a commanding influence over men of pure princi- 
ples and upright intentions ; that not unfrcquently the 
virtuous citizen finds his known duiies clashing with his 
masonic obligations. Cases must frequently occur which 
require a conscientious individual, either lo disregard an 
oath imposed by the authority of his country, or one he 
has taken in a 'masonic assembly. Cases so distressing 
and embarrassing should always be prevented if practica- 
ble as thev serve to ensnare the conscience, to blunt the 
moral sense, and weaken the security which is sought to 
be obtained by requiring the confirmation of an oath. _ 

Your committee forbear to enlarge upon the case with 
which an institution, constituted as Freemasonry is, 
might affect our elections and keep its influence out of 
sight. The citizens of the western counties, when their 
attention was called to the suhjcci, by the sirange trans- 
actions which t.;ok place amongst thorn, were surprised 
lo find that neaiiv ererv hi id, judicial and ministerial sta- 
tion, in that section of the State, was rilled by members oi 
the order. In fact they almost literally filled " every 
department of the government." It should also be re- 
membered, that one of its votaries lias asserted, when 
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speaking in the name of his brethren, on a public anni- 
versary, (and whose boastings, not altogether idle, perhaps, 
have been extensively circulated in masonic newspapers 
and publications,) that "masonry has the power of co- 
operating in the desk, in the legislative hall, on tiio bench, 
in every gathering oi' men of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every enterprise of government, in every do- 
mestic circle, in peace and in war, among its enemies 
and inends, and in one place as well as another." This 
idea of masonic influence, it will he seen, accords wiih 
that " confidence," to which an able and faithful officer 
of the government ascribes the untimely fate of the un- 
happy Morgan. 

In directing their inquiries towards that part of the 
subject winch has relation to the legislation that may be 
necessary in reference to this subject, your committee 
have deemed two things important : first, to provide for 
the detection and punishment of those who committed the 
ind then to guard against similar offences. 
Taking into consideration the circumstances of the case, 
your committee are persuaded that the act of April I5th, 
l 82 *,' S ™ U|<! be con,inued in force - The reasons given 
by Mr. Whiting for the adoption of such a course are, 
with them, conclusive. 

In order that the subject may bo fully investigated, it 
may be necessary to make some provision for those wit- 
nesses who arc required io attend the courts in distant 
counties. The frequent delays that have occurred, in the 
legal proceedings that have been had, have rendered it 
extremely burdensome on those witnesses who have been 
called to a considerable distance from their homes. Mr 
Moseiey recommends that provision should be made for 
their relief, and your committee, believing that it would 
promote the ends of justice, by preventing the difficulty 
of procuring testimony, have incorporated a provision to 
that effect, into a bill which they ask leave to introduce, 
to continue in force the act entitled *' An act to provide 
for the employment of counsel for the purposes therein 
mentioned." 

They also ask leave lo introduce a bill to prevent the 
administration of extra judicial oaths. 

The subject referred to your committee, being one of 



first impression and of vast importance, they do not led 
fully prepared, at present, to say what legislation may be 
necessary, in relation to its full devctopement, and the 
furtherance of justice. They do not, therefore, ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
but wish to be induced with I'uilhcr time for reflection, 
on the measures which should he devised for the more 
effectual investigation of the outrages committed on the 
person of Morgan, and to provide against the recurrence 
of events, so alarming in their character, so destructive of 
lite pea/jo of so<:ietv, and the s:ilwy of it- members. 

A. IIAZELT1NE, Chairman. 



REPORT 

On i',e ihh,ai:>7i M HVW-ffl .()...,-...,._ li.,*- to tlx SanHt, (Sew York,) 
Fib. It.. i'il'J. 

The select committee, to whom was referred so much 
of the governor's message as relates to the abduction of 
William Morgan and the proceedings under the law of 
the last session upon that subject, beg leave respectfully 
to report in part : 

That they have attrtiti ^ 'he n^ssage ol 

the Executive, of March IS, IS38, and the law appoint- 
ing a commissioner, which was thereupon enacted ; as 
also the recent message of the present governor referring 
to the same subject. They have also perused with espe- 
cial care, the report of the commissioner, which is to be 
presumed a fair and correct statement of what has .been 
transacted by him, during the laborious duties of the last 
ten months; they cannot, nevertheless abstain from ex- 
pressing their surprise at the meagre character of the 
commissioners' report, when they call to mind that the 
first duty specified in the law creating that office was 
" to institute inquiries concerning William Morgan and 
his fate subsequently, and all the incidents connected 
therewith." That the report, coming as it does from a 
man of reputation, and high official standing, should be 
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thus jejune and bare of incident, confirms an opinion 
long entertained by individuals composing the connnit toy 
that all those criminal transactions, whenever tin attempt 
should he officially made to hring them to light, would 
from causes of a peculiar character, be shrouded in a veil 
of impenetrable darkness. 

Your committee have come to the deliberate conclu- 
sion, that the evils intended to be remedied by the legis- 
lation of 1828, were not at that period fully understood 
that their character was misconceived, and thdr impor- 
tance underrated. That legislation seems to have been 
based upon the supposition, that the administration of 
justice was lenii!;, disposed, in the western section of 
the State, arid that the deputation of a special counsellor 
or attorney, to give it tone and energy, was alone suf- 
ficient to remedy the evils complained of by the people. 
However much the appointment of such a commissioner 
might in different ways expedite and facilitate the trials 
growing out of the fate of Morgan, still such commissioner 
has been, and will hereafter be powerless, in bringing to 
merited justice the guilty individuals, who have been 
chiefly concerned in the transactions, that have so much 
disturbed and afflicted the community. In the judgment 
of the committee, the past evils cannot'now be reached by 
any legislation within the range of our constitutional 
powers, and it is their opinion that remedial enactments 
haying regard to the recurrence of similar evils, ought 
chiefly at this time to attract the attention of the Senate. 

To entitle this opinion to its just weight, some of the 
reasons which have led to its adoption will be briefly sta- 

At no period since the revolution, has the public mind 
been so severely agitated as by the abduction and subse- 
quent unhappy fate of William Morgan. The great moral 
shock has been felt with few exceptions, bv people of 
every age, sex and condition. The high-handed viola- 
tion of law, the great number concerned, the cheerless 
and desolate condition of his bereaved wife and children 
the uncertainty that for a while attended the whole affair' 
were all calculated to arouse the public mind to an unex- 
ampled state of sympathy, indignation and abhorrence. 
But these passions, although intense at that period, are 
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in their nature evanescent, and before this time, would 
have spent their force, had not the attempt to bring the 
offenders to the bar of justice, produced a develops.' mint 
of facts, circumstances and principles as lasting in their 
effects as the love of liberty in man. 

The committee think it proper to observe that a just 
regard for the wishes and feelings of their constituents, 
and the other requirements which grow out of the occa- 
sion, will compel them to lay aside all that delicacy in 
treating this subject, which is incompatible with a just 
and manly discharge of their duty— and reluctant as they 
are to give just cause of offence to any man, they feel 
themselves compelled to designate classes of men by the 
names they have seen fit to adopt, and to animadvert 
freely upon their conduct, when such animadversion 
comes within the legitimate scope of their duties. 

The people of tills Slate are distinguished by their at- 
tachment to a pure administration of justice as connected 
with the trial by jury— by their love of self-government, 
and by their aversion to every thing which directly or in- 
directly tends to thwart the operation of the democratic 
principles, which are the basis of our political compact. 
They are distinguished bv their jealousy of powerful and 
talented men, and especially of the combinations of such 
men for purposes either unknown, or known to affect im- 
properly, the even and healthful current of our political 
affairs. They have learned that concentration of feeling, 
of interest and of effort, are to the moral and political, 
what the lever and the screw are, to the mechanical pow- 
ers, and they dread their operation. 

The order of the Jesuits, whose discipline secured 
unity of design and secrecy in action — which used the 
solemn sanctions of the most high God, to subserve pur- 
poses the most selfish and profane, presented to the lfith 
century a moral power greater than the world had ever 
known. It penetrated with the silence and certainty of 
fate, the secrets of every Court in Europe, and subjuga- 
ted, without the force of arms, one half the continent of 
America to the dominion of the Pope. This order has 
been crushed, but within the last 120 years another has 
arisen— the society of free and accepted masons. 

This institution, professing to be of ancient and even 
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of divine origin, adopting sanctions similar to those of the 
order of llie Jesuits, and commanding a secrecy still mora 
profound, have recently made demonstrations of a power, 
astonishing in its effects upon the social and political 
compact, and of a character such as the friends of free 
liisii unions cannot fail to deplore. 

The powers manifested by the masonic institution which 
may have been exercised in its unlawful restraints of hu- 
man liberty, or pretended jurisdiction over human life, 
are not now so much the occasion of alarm, as its fearful 
moral influence, exerted upon the public press and its 
facility in conlroliiig results in the tribunals of justice 
The public feeltisn; ru the West, which has borne the ridi- 
cule and sarcasm of those interested in quellinc it is not 
as they would have it believed, the mere animal sensation* 
indicated by brutes, whose bellowing marks the spot where 
some victim has been slaughtered ;— but is the result of 
sober, calculating reflection, looking to causes and their 
consequences ; to existing evils and the remedies to be 
applied; to posterity, and not the present generation 
alone. The life of one man, or even a thousand, in a 
republic consisting nfl :2,000,tK)0 of inhabitants, political- 
ly considered, is of but little moment. But that the 
streams of justice should flow pure and uncoiuaminated, 
is matter of infinite concern not only to the people of the 
West, but to the whole State; not onlv to the State but 
the Union. 

But they have lost the confidence they formerly repos- 
ed, in the tribunals of justice. They believe that masonry 
exerts its influence, in civil, as well as criminal cases - in 
arbitrations, references, and in trials by jury, before jus- 
tices of the peace, as well as in the higher courts. For- 
merly from one half to two thirds of their justices belong- 
ed to the fraternity of masons— now not one in twenty 
are initiated; and this change has been chiefly produced 
by their entire conviction of the fact that masonry per- 
vades and influences the courts of justice. 

During what have been called the Morgan trials, and 
other civil cases which owe their origin to his abduction 
and subsequent fate, the people have crowded the courts 
of justice to overflowing. They have watched the de- 
portment of masonic witnesses upon the stand ; some of 
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whom, of good repute in society, have sworn to facts, 
which in the opinion of by-stand ers, were not credited 
by a single one of the hundreds of persons who were pre- 
sent. It°is believed that grand juries, a majority of whom 
were masons, have omitted to rind bills of indictment 
when there was proof before them of outrages, not sur- 
passed in grossness and indecency, by any committed in 
the country since its first settlement. Those outrages 
were committed upon a mason, who had been in the daily 
habit of exposing in lectures, what were once called the 
secrets of masonry. Grand jurymen have said while as- 
sembled for the discharge of their duties, and when it 
was apprehended their masonic brethren would be impli- 
cated, " we must not let our brethren suffer." In a case 
of recent occurrence, a defendant who had been sued by 
a mason, not willing to have his case tried by masonic 
jurymen, challenged them ; stating to the court his readi- 
ness to prove the character of the masonic oaths, and to 
show that the obligations assumed by them were of a de- 
scription, unfitting them to sit in judgment between the 
parties; and of inch a nature as to difimishly them m 
point of law. With the assent of the circuit judge, ihe 
masonic jurymen left the box, and the trial proceeded. 
The counsel for the defendant, entertained no doubt, up- 
on the law and the facts he could prove, that the challan- 
ges were well taken. 

The committee might multiply cases of this descrip- 
tion, but they are omitted for others of more public noto- 
riety, and tending to the same point. — The case of Col. 
KltiV, is fine fully known to the public, and partly from 
information contained in his newspaper communications. 
The committee therefore recur to it, the more readily, 
but without any intention of expressing an opinion of hi3 
innocence or guilt. He had been suspected of having 
had a concern in some of the transactions affecting Wil- 
liam Morgan. lie went to Washington in the fall or 
winter of 182G-7; applied for public employment, and 
obtained, with the assistance of some of his masonic 
friends, the place of Sutler to the United States' troops m 
the territory of Arkansas. The suspicions resting upon 
the public mind in regard to him increased : and Messrs. 
Garlinghouse and Bates were despatched by the Gover- 
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™ And the owner of a livery stable kept at Roches- 
re, who at that time and now is » royal arch mason ac- 
tuallv charged the Grand Cl.apttr for the use of hi. 
Se. a"d horse, to Uwi.ton. Jains taken » 

„t,„i„ masonic drivers. The ,l» Iter howev , acc, 
dentallv was not a mason. It was Coryuon t ox. ae 
drove the prisoner, attended by three mason, to the grave- 
yard, abont 60 rods distant from the Fort and was di- 
rected to halt. The party dismonnted, and I ok . .. tow 
10 return to Leiviston. 'lhis was in the _iii£.i time. 
Shortly .Iter Fox mto »»".. observations ai.al. h» trip 
to the Fort, which excited fears in the minds o he 
brotherhood and within a short period, a specia lodge 
was called, and F« was ini^ed as a memb of , An 
unusual number of masons via. .u ncn'- 11 " . 
vicinity of the Fort, during the three or fonr , day. of Mor- 
gan's confinement there, ami night y 'isiied ««■ .. 
Tte sufferings of Morgan were probably .ermma.cd on 

""m™ 8 "' "was' Sv l^'old in pom. .f tal»« - 
fS conn y at the battle of New-Orleans, and imoedi- 
1. ™eeedini his abduclion from Batana hud unfortu- 
nate", for himself and family been concerned m ivn.ing 
a hook upon masonry, disclosing its usa c e , 

Obligations. ,„a,; r nonv in the 

It has been fully established b, the Ce t rn 
various trial, that have been hid that a g tea. , i 
,„„„„, have been directly e, md. recti, conceit cd ,,, the 
abduction and ,„l,,ci,„cu. late ot Morgan. . » >> »»">"' 
standing the publicity of ,1,,. transaction av.™g f « j£ 
great number necessarily concerned in il-i 
C the thousand, of dollars <*m4 m iww* p<<* 
ecuti.eof this Slate, a, a, II a. .he governor of Canada 
iifoimut.ou ..I In- late, and Hie 
hous.ndr c.ntrihu.eu and expended by humane jrnd ^pa- 
triotic citizens to ferret out the unnuity ; and notwith- 
standing loo a commissioner ha. been sen. by the legis- 
Sre to add hi, talent, and indu.tr, to that o *= ~™ 
inTecomitry still no record tells us who.e hands have 
been stainS with the blond of this masonic victim 

The committee assume the fact, that the 1* of Mor- 
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gan has been destroyed ; they are compelled to do so, 
from the irresistible weight of circumstances tending to 
fortify that conviction. The Jove of gold, incited by the 
great rewards which have been offered ; the Jove of char- 
fair fame of whole classes of men reproachfully assailed 6 




mi 



le committee will now proceed to remark upon other 
evidence which has como to their knowledge, in reference 
to the subject before them, of a different but highly alarm- 
ing character, and calculated more directly 1o impress 
upon the Senate the necessity of ulterior legislation 
Many m as0 ns at the west, whose feelings had been arous- 
ed by the enormities of the institution committed in that 
quarter, learned from witnessing the temper of the people 
that they should be protected in any infractions of its 
laws. 1 hey were satisfied beyond controversy, that the 
strange oaths of an institution, governed by iniquitous 
principles, and used for evil, and sometimes for murderous 
purposes, ought in no respect to hind the consciences or 
conduct of those, who had imprudentlv taken them 
I hey saw the absurdity of supposing that any human 



1.033 opikioks os fueemasonrv. 

being could be bound by aD oath appealing to the Su- 
nreme ~\>;:\n:r, when that very oath enjoined an obliL"iiion 
lo do that, which is in opposition io the laws of both God 
ami man. Thev fmiilv assembled at Le Hoy ill conven- 
f.>n on the of February, irfr 1 , and frankly and 

truly stilted to the world, the substance of the masonic 

°'' t ^.' v .trVLi''i'^e' , ^^on^ who have seceded from the 
jj.'ini-l'ci r.i'o ni'i-soiiailv known to a majority of the 
c.ViiiV'U'f' arm suet deem it. proper to assure the Senate, 
i! . ., j^.... nl;iil sUmdm ' in the c-.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiv. whoso 
chm meters fur veiaeitv are bevoud the reach of oy'ur/my. 

In the remarks which His Excellency has been pleased 
to make, in hi- message, to the legislature, in regard to 
li.;! abduction of William Morgan, and the incited state 
oi" mihiie melius eonseoi.itmt noon it, ihe committee have 
ob-.'-ro.! not without sensibility, that just appreciation oi 
tiic p-JLiH' and intelligence of the western population of 
the Slate, which dl.-iiueilv commands our acknowledg- 
, Tin- mr-'iied e> : b'oiim bom so hhh a source, is 

doubly welcome' at a Period" when the oppo.mrs of masonry 
■'i l.'i,'." -ve~t h-ivr been nearly over whelmed by the torrent 
of misrepresentation, reproach, and ridicule, heaped upon 
t"mm%.blhmi! 'i^^uii'j.J the friends of that institution, 
;.. .pj ,,[' jir-h. ami c.amtrv. In this conditioi! 

triumphantly loo, by 
the" force of their own moral feelm:;:, and without the 
ordinary means of defence. The public pre,-, (but 
mh'hlv'cr^ine. fir ;iood or for ev:L nas been, wiili a tew 
most lea:..;:. hi- o::cepticm;, as silent a* the crave. Tins 
self preplanned sctilmel of freedom, has id die buce oi 
nni-mmc- inihmm:', or lias been smitten with the rod of its 
power. His Excellency further observes in that part of 
p„. referred to'the couunitl.ee, and in relation to 

the public" femum ;! roused at tin; west, that i! it would not 
j,-.' extraordinary if attempts should he made to pervert 
this honest mduimnion of the people, to selfish and sinis- 
ter imrposes. But the character of those who really feel 
what they profess upon this subject, affords the best secu- 
rity that the success of such unworthy schemes, cannot 
be great, or of long duration," 
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III ascertaining the meaning of this paragraph, the 
committee have not deemed il proper or expedient to go 
beyond the plain and obvious import of its terms. Any 
diilerent sense, arising from a different sort of construc- 
tion, would be gladly avoided, inasmuch as its adoption 
by the comtniit.ee, would at once put them in the attitodc 
of entire disagreement wii.li His Exccliencv, and render 
it doubtful whether the ra(ssa«i: in this part of it, mani- 
fested th;it. high regard for dignity of station, which is 
due from every officer of the government. 

Nothing is more proper than that all republican legis- 
lation should be characterized by the highest degree of 
frankness and simplicity ; and under the guidance of this 
spirit, we take the liberty to re-assure the Senate, that 
the committee entirely concur in the opinion expressed 
by His Excellency, in the pavagm pi i quoted above. The 
political movements at the west, to which His Excellency 
no doubt alludes, have been characterized thus far, and 
we trust that they will be hereafter, by a great devotion 
to principle, and activity and firmness in the pursuit of 
the objects they have proposed. They have proceeded so 
immediately from the bosom of the people, that the ordi- 
nary restraints of parties and their discipline, together 
with the efforts of those politicians, who have heretofore 
influenced public opinion, have been laid aside and re- 
garded with utter indifference. 8:11 isfied beyond all ques- 
tion, that the evils indicted on the Slate and country, by 
secret, self created societies, were a thousand fold greater 
than any that for many years past had been conjured up 
by the devices of cunning politicians, the people have 
sought with wonderful unity of design, of principle, and 
of effort, to destroy, by the peaceful exercise of their 
rights at. the polls, the existence of the masonic, as well 
as all other secret associations. 

The wisest and best men among them, who have 
neither held nor desired office, have not been able to dis- 
cover any baler, or indeed any other, mode of effecting 
this most interesting object. This peaceful mode of over- 
throwing an institution of such amazing power, by with- 
holding political support from all its members indiscrimi- 
nately, until they shall sunder their obligations to that in- 
stitution, and to each other, and return with us upon 
17* 



198 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASON F.I' 



equal fooling into the social compact, furnishes, perhaps, 
one of the highest illustrations of the inherent energy and 
excellence of our republican form of government, that 
has ever been presented. The Autocrat of all the It us- 
es i as has exerted the force of bis edicts against masonry, 
Lilt without harms' been able to extirpate it from his do- 
minions, Its existence is suffered in G 
member of the Royal family is always 
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he head of the 
L i affecting the 
t. In France, no lodges are allowed to sit, 
agent of the government to watch their pro- 
atid in Spain, the meeting of the members ol 
admit, and actually admiuing a new member, 
made felony of death. Rut in this free country, to 
effect similar objects, no cruel punishments, no govern- 
meatai force, no state surveillance, is at all necessary. 
Hero, every citizen exercises a portion c" 
national sovereignty, and if this is done 
regard to his own interest and that of h 
withholding that, which no one has a ri 
the great object will be effected. Lcgisl 
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eiidi'iit from the fearful relation m which tae masmiie in- 
stitution .-taids, in relWeuoe to the rest of the community. 

There are now in this State, as appears by a late, and 
it is believed accurate, enumeration, more than 500 
lodges of freemasons, and about one hundred chapter*. 
These lodges and chapters have a probable average of ISO 
members. The whole number of masons then, cannot 
be less than ^ 1,000 ; and these are scattered, in pretty 
nearly eipial pottiovis, throughout the whole population ot 
the State. , , 

The efficiency of such a body, and so located, none 
will doubt. Controlling as it does common funds, and 
possessing the advantages of secrecy and activity almost 
inpled ; using the language of signs, and a charac- 



ter for a written language ; its members bound by the 
most solemn obligations to God and their brethren, they 
can surmount all diilieullies. These men can effect 
every thing within the compass of human effort. If the 
order were to exert itself in aid of charitable object not 
an individual in tile State could be either hungry or 
naked; want would be a stranger in our borders"; and 
vast funds would still remain unexpended. If their zeal 
and industry were turned to the occult sciences, to uhicli 
they have professed a devotion, the driest and' most ab- 
struse problems of the geometricians, the algebraists and 
the- astronomer?, would, long before this, have been as 
familiar to us all, as the road to market. But if unmind- 
'! lE 01 dli <i'^"!'' objects and neglecting the pursuit of 
the mis and -nonces, which tliey h;ive pressed as thdr 
e^ing measures, they should like the res! of mankind, 
be tempied uy t.ie allurements of power, to make an effort 
to acquire it: ail will confess, they must be irresistible, 
so long as the people remained ignorant of their secrc* 
design,. Nothing but a belief or knowledge of those 
designs, and |'ubiic opinion Lrou/iln to bear upon them at 
the ballot boxes, in countervailing measures, would at ali 
check this otherwise resistless power. 

The opposcrs of masunrv at the west entertain no 
doubt that this institution was otiginallv intended, 'and *,s 
now kept up, for the sole puroose of secuririT to ii* men', 
bers, unjust itdtam.^es over' their ielluvi' citWms'iu the 
various concents of life, but chiefly with the view of fa- 
c'hu.tii^Mbeiraeqni.iiionol'polhiealpow'er. To clioucc 
tin- opniien of our wr,!eni p.pulation, is utterly impossi- 
ble, it is fortified by their own observation. Their ma- 
sonic neighbors confirm it, by talking with freedom of 
their principles and practices, until they become as fa- 
miliar to them, as the highway act, or the act regulating 
common schools. But if they still doubted, they have 
only to call to mind that when they undertook the front 
work of reform, three-fourths of all the offices in the 
country, were rilled with members of that institution. 
The operating causes, in producing the success or defeat 
of a particular candidate, are not always of easy discov- 
ery. But when for a long series of years a lar»e propor- 
tion of political and public employment, is in the hands 
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of any given order of men, it is natural that suspicions 
should be entertained, that every thing is not right; and 
hen the disproportion of offices held by the members of 
that order, becomes extravagant and enormous, and con- 
tiiiui.'ii through a long period of time, notwithstanding the 
revolutions of political power, then suspicion yields to 
the moral certainty, that there is a principle of evil in 
operation of fearful and dangerous import. 

At the annual election last fall, 270,000 votes were 
given in this Slate. If the computation that we have 
30 0110 masons is correct, they will amount to one-ninth 
part of our voting population, and are of course entitled 
upon the principle of numbers, to one-ninth part of all 
offices. If it should he granted, that the members of the 
order, have double the Client, and fitness, in proportion to 
their numbers, they even then, would not be entitled to 
one-fourth of the power of the State, and yet they have 
held for years, three-four t lis, or very near it. Supposing 
them to possess on the average no higher qualities lions 
than the rest of the community, which is presumed to be 
correct, with the exception of tlv.it practised talent and 
facilily in business, iuising from the actual possession of 
so "lent a share of olhch;! power, it then becomes a 
ma'hour.uical certainty, that if they hold only two-thirds 
of ail places of power and trust, in the State, their pro- 
portion is precisely six times greater than it ought to be, 
upon the just principle of equality. The state of things 
her I re= t d tjn In ^ m ^ ap- 

t the higher order of masonsUJ each other isjrrop- 

pla'ins the whole matter, and renders the existence of ma- 
sonic political action, not only certain, but proves beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, that stich action is obligatory on 
all those masons, who give to the oath a binding force- 

To all these hiiih charges, tending so strongly to incul- 
pate and disgrace the masonic institution, no defence has 
been offered, at all satisfactory to the undertaking. It is 
true the question is sometimes asfce.d, and with much 
plausibility, is it possible, if the institution is as corrupt 
and wicked as has been represented, that distinguished 
and meritorious men, and many such are admitted to be 
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members, would continue parlies to such a nefarious com- 
pact i To this it is answered, that masonry, in the day 
of its power, allowed none of its members to recede mi) 
express their opinion of its principles and practices, with- 
out exposing themselves to punishment, more horrid and 
inhuman, than any known to the criminal codes of the 
civilized world. That there are virtuous and excellent 
men who belong to the institution, can be doubted by 
none of us, who look around upon the circle of our rela- 
tives, friends and acquaintances. How this fact, is com- 
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nor the occasion, will permit 
ut l " oAfjaiu. oui now when masonry tollers in doubtful 
empjn.:; when her countenance is blanched with fear ; 
when the rod of her power is broken, and she no longer 
dates inflict the punishments of her inhuman code, it is 
behoved Utose men will feel that they have a duty to per- 
form, of great moment to themselves, to posterity, and 
their country. 

The committee have now laid before the Senate, in a 
plain and simple manner, some of the principal reasons 
which have produced a conviction upon the minds of the 
western popuhuion, ibat. masonry meddles in the adminis- 
tration of justice, and is subversive of the republican 
equality, guaranteed by the cor ''' " 
Union. In doing this, they tru 
beyond the limits parliamei 

subjects not referred to them, ... 

those topics, which it became their duty to "consider. 

refully abstained from examining the in- 
onry, whether it he deleterious or other- 
ocial and moral relations, which so vitally 
happiness of mankind. They 
J, any inquiry into the nature and amount 
of its influence, over the religions feelings and propensi- 
ties of the members of that institution. These matters, 
however intensely they may interest the moralist and 
theologian, are beyond the reach of legislation, and there- 
fore, are not, in the opinion of the committee, proper top- 
ics for their discussion. 

The committee are sanguine in their hopes that the 
Senate will think it expedient, from (he views of the sub- 



s of the State and 
icy have not been led 
usage, by discussing 
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ject herewith presented, to adopt farther legislative meas- 
ures for the special protection of the rights and liberties 
of the citizens of this State, against the secret and in- 
siduous encroachments of a sell-created society, to which 
they have had occasion so often to allude. A declaratory 
and remedial law, by its terms preventing a reputed ma- 
son officiating as juryman, in any case where either party 
belongs to the fraternity, while the other is not a member, 
might do much in quieting the apprehensions of those op- 
posed to secret societies. And although no doubt is en- 
tertained, (hat the principles of common law, would with- 
out alteration, exclude a mason, in such circumstances 
from acting as juryman, yet the difficulty of procuring, 
upon the urgency of the occasion, the full legal proof that 
the juryman proposed is actually a mason, when such is 
the fact; together with the further difficulty of proving, at 
ali times, the nature and character of the masonic obliga- 
tions, is so great, that the law as it now stands, affords 
but little relief against the evil it is intended lo remedy. 

That the oaths are of such a character and tendency 
as to require the interposition of penal laws, to prevent 
their future administration, is obvious from every con- 
sideration that should influence a republican legisla- 
ture. 

The Etislhli Slat. 37, George III., Chap. 133, con- 
tains some provisions in regard to oaths of this descrip- 
tion and tendency, which might per imps with great pro- 
priety be engrafted into our statute book. The 1st sec- 
tion," anions other tiling provide*, " that any person who 
administers or can-is tn he administered any oath, where- 
by another becomes obliged lo obey any orders or com- 
mands of any committee or body of men, not lawfully 
constituted, or of any leader or commander, or other per- 
son, not having aitliiorily by law for that purpose ; or not 
to inform or give evidence against any such associate, 
confederate or other person, or not to reveal or discover 
any unlawful combination, or not to reveal or discover 
any illegal oath or other engagement which may have 
been administered or tendered to, or taken by such per- 
son, or by any other person, or the import of any such an 
oath or engagement, shall on conviction be adjudged 
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guilty of felony, and may be transported for not exceed- 
ing seven years." 

While the committee observe in this otherwise whole- 
some statute, some of those severities which mark the 
character of British penal legislation, and which ought 
always to be avoided, they cannot abstain i'rom express- 
ing their entire conviction, that if like so many other 
British statutes, which we have adopted as our law, it had 
been re-enacted in this Slate ten years since, the immo- 
lation of Morgan, with all its afflicting incidents, would 
never have happened, to arouse the sensibility and indig- 
nation of the people of this State. 

But the committee have abstained from reporting at 
this time, any bills embracing either of the objects to 
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from the recently derm. • .'. asiil morbid conditio 
public press, and other causes, what is the state of infor- 
mation, and of opinion of gentlemen of the Senate, upon 
this new presentment of an unusual subject of legislation. 
They are not aware how the whole subject matter of the 
report, they have now the honor to submit, will be appre- 
ciated. They are duly sensible of the importance of the 
subject, and that it is one of new impression, and are 
therefore inclined, in litis ;ta<ro of their labors, to ask 
respectfully, the further direction of the Senate. With 
this view, they submit the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the governor's ttics'-a^e, as relates to 
the abduction of William Morgan, and the proceedings 
under the law of last session upon that subject, be in- 
structed to report a detailed statement of the evidence 
they may now posses-, or inj.iv lierealter obtain, confirm- 

their report presented the 1 Jtli day of February instant. 

Resolved, That said committee be provisionally in- 
structed to report to the Senate, a bill or bills to carry in- 
to effect the objects specified in said report of the 14th 
day of February instant, to be acted upon, in case the 
facts to be reported shall, in the opinion of the Senate, 
be sufficiently confirmed. 

M. HAYDEN, Chairman. 
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J J- lim-fli at I 'W A" J". .S', .j', 1 1, J :'.'! :.v o.v i. 0' r .* 

1' 1, 

rff'reas. b\i /'Vi'ti.-.-i-i . <.>-■'■'■'■■ '■' ' ;vi>;ri «..<:' ■ ■'■■■■i 17 i.'if /j\!'.'.-r>isty : 
and containing an ut^siu-M of tin true priivipki of Anti-maswirt/. By 
Mijron Holley. 

Fellow Citizens: — We are now assembled, to con- 
sider and commemorate Tacts ami principles, which we 
deem vitally hostile to the great interests of our country. 
These facts are of recent occurrence, and the princi- 
ples have been gradually disclosed by fjsatsiitiiiay; into 
the nature, tendency, and origin of the facts, Together, 
they constitute an unparalleled iriuer^enoy in our n a - 

faculties of reflection and judgment, they should he can- 
vassed in the spirit of universal good will, and with 
becoming moderation. In proportion to the weight of 
responsibility cast upon us, in every ease, should be the 
impartiality and completeness of our de 1 ideation, the 
sinii'lenesss of our motive, the firmness of our decision, 
and the perseverance of our resolution. 

In the summer and fall of a train of events trans- 

pired, in this community, oppressive, criminal, and 
alarming— involving the most atruciosis violation of private 
and public right. Of these events it. is impossible to give 
a minute detail in this address. That can never be done 
fully and adequately, till a festering consciousness of 
grievous wrung, am) a brave devotion to truth, shall untie 
the tongue of Freemasonry. The events alluded to are 
known to have include.'! successful abuse ot the lories of 
law, treachery to earnest professions of friendship, cruel 
slander, conspiracv, robbery, arson, kidnapping and mur- 
der. And, shocking as thes.R outrages were, to the moral 
eense of an enlightened people, i'bey would, probably, 
have been punished, lamented, and loigotten, like many 
other enormous offences, had it not been for the very ex- 
traordinary circumstances following their commission, 
and attending all attempts lawfully to investigate them. 

No sooner hail the feeble erv of those-, who i-uiiei'ed 
from them and yet lived, begun to reach the general ear, 
than intelligent and respected men, were found adroitly 
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engaged in practising the arts best calculated to disguise 
their character, and, as far as possible, lo conceal them. 
'1 lit; victims wore represented as in iitmmis, ami nnworlhv 
of sympathy, if they did suiter, iiut their suliii.iin's were 
denied, and {lie rumors of crime, which it was found im- 
possible to hush, were imputed 1.0 ilium a* fraudulent 
inventions which they bad originated ami imposed upon 
the public, for pecuniary objects. 

These arts were partially successful. The 



still i 



. Many individuals arc 
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irrc^isjitde evidence, that foul deeds bad been committed. 
And entertaining the generous sympathies of freemen, with 
an enlightened conviction, that the safety of all depends 
upon the protection of each, they called public meetings, 
m seiend places, al which committees of inquiry were 
raised to aid the operation of our leaal authorities, in de- 
tecting the criminals. 

With the exertions of these committees, patriotic and 
nubiic spirited as they were, commenced those disclosures 
which have justly tilled our country with alarm. The 
crimes had been eoiimiillcd hv Freemasons, free masons 
were eudeavorin- to conceal them. Ferritins all the 
obligations of self respect, of civil dntv, of social benevo- 
lence, of morality, of religion, Freemasons of extensil e 
information, wealth, and reputation— men, who had pos- 
sessed largely the honors and confidence of their unsus- 
pecting country, were found to have been consulted on the 
subject of those crimes before they were committed, and 
individually and collectively to have sanctioned them; 
and this, not casually, ignorantly, or inadvertently, but 
alter months of deliberation and frequent counsel. " Con- 
sidering the nature of these enormities, the means em- 
ployed, and the restraints which were broken through, in 
their perpetration, such dangerous outrages upon the prin- 
ciples of hberty, were never attempted before, since the 
commencement of regulated associations. No human in- 
genuity could array before you al! their evil consequences. 

We have a government lo which we cannot be too 
strongly attached. The privilege of establishing it was 
18 
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obtained through trials, sufferings and achievements, 
which have secured to our sage and heroic fathers, imper- 
ishable renown, lis principles have been combined with 
the most considerate wisdom. And if its administration 
has not been perfect, it has been conducted with unequal- 
led virtue and success. Under its benignant influence, 
religions and civil freedom, were multiplying, extending, 
and' "(.'curing all their benefits, Its power to withstand 
the seduction and defeat tilt assaults of foreign govern- 
ment has been severely, but triumphantly exemplified. 
Us regulation abroad is honorable ; and its example every 
year becoming more attractive. It is rapidly preparing 
"the public opinion of the world, for the general introduc- 
tion and enjoyment of freedom. 

Why is our government so effective for good t Why 
does it attract the inatel'ul regard of all our enlightened 
fellow citizens, and the admiration of every independent 
mind ! Because it was instituted by the whole people, 
and not by a part of them only ; for the protection of the 
rights of all, and not for the protection of the rights of a 
part merely. Because, while it presents no impediment 
to the useful exertions of any, it encourages the honest 
and strenuous efforts of all, by offering its rewards to 
merit and tn merit mil'/. Because it intends to secure the 
safety of all, by enforcing, universally, and without par- 
tiality, its penalties, upon all offenders— and because its 
agents- are responsible, us proceedings are public, and it 
is free. Religion, knowledge, charity, are its open friends, 
the pillars of' its strength, the objects of its veneration. 
It delights in every exercise of benevolence, in every dis- 
covery of science, in all the advances ol piety. It is im- 
possible to name any attainable good, the pursuit of which, 
it would not cherish and honor. But this government is 
eminently a government of law. All its benefits result 
from the adoption, administration and enforcement of its 
laws. Humility before God, and before the laws ol' such 
a government, are kindred and exalted virtues. With 
what a proud homage should the laws be obeyed ! Where 
their dominion is universal and supreme, what a cheap 
defence do they set up, around the great treastire-houso 
of human rights ! And how detestable is rebellion against 
them! 
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Yet such a rebellion Freemasonry has raised. It has 
violated the dearest rights of nature, and the most sacred 
enactments of our laws, and this, in a spirit manifestly 
treasonable, for it has done this, in pursuance of solemn, 
deliberate, and voluntary obligations to a foreign govern- 
ment,— I mean its own, — a government more alien to 
that which claims our alle<;i;;iii:e, than any that, has ever 
afflicted mankind. Fellow citizens, let me beseech you 
to look into the government of Freemasonry. Examine it 
fully. You can easily comprehend it. You will have to 
encounter no arduous labor — you will involve yourselves 
in no perplexing inquiries ; and you will arrive at no 
doubtful conclusion. You will find it a monstrous com- 
pound of monarchy and hierarchy, pursuing its objects 
with all the badges of fraud and guilt. Its power you 
will justly dread, but that is not invincible. Its distin- 
guishing characteristics, you will certainly abhor, but 
these you can abolish. 

To faithful citizens, all that belongs to Freemasonry 
must he odious. Its pompous titles, they will scorn ; its 
ceremonies, indecent, profane or fantastic, they will con- 
temn ; its habiliments, they will deride, as the harlequin 
frippery of a barbarous antiouity ; its emblems and tokens, 
innocent when innocently used, they will regard with 
compassion, as very imperfect means of communication, 
to winch honest ignorance may so <!!<. ■times jictiiiably re- 



From the first machination of the recent outrages, 
through every stage of their criminal progress, to their 
murderous consummation, the proceeding of Freema- 
sonry have ad'ordod a practical imposition <>t the principles 
deduced from their oaths. And the distinct and full 
operation of every one of them may be obviously traced, 
by those who have been attentive to these fatal "transac- 
tions. Even to this day, Freemasonry conspires against 
the laws, and defies their authority, in the very presence 
ofotir courts of justice. Individual members, by advise- 
ment with others, spirit away w itnesses from the trial of 
indicted brethren,— refuse to testify because by so doing 
they must criminate themselves, — conceal the crimes of 



power, they will 
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nciplcs, and its 
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their masonic coadjutors, by perjury, — supply delinquent 
of their order with information of their being in danger of 
persecution, and with counsel and pecuniary aid to escape 
from the penalties of law, — maliciously slander and per- 
secute those, who in obedience to the most sacred injunc- 
tions of truth and honor, oppose them, — and prefer the 
interests of the fraternity to those of their country. 

Notwithstanding these ibul exertions and the extensive 
prevalence of the nefarious principles, on which they are 
founded, thai justice, which was well nigh snlibcated, has 
overtaken a few of the felons, and consigned them to the 
awards of law, and the detestation, which high crimes 
unrepented of, should always find. But the guilt of these 
convicts, the infamous punishments, to which they have 
been justly doomed, and the execration of honest rnen, 
which they must encounter, seem only the more strongly 
to have secured to them, the fellow-feeling and attach- 
ment of their unconvicted brethren. 

Why is this, my countrymen t Why have not these 
convicts been discarded from the sympathetic favor of the 
titular kings and priests of the order 1 I will tell you. 
The reason is obvious as the sun at noonday. It is not in 
thewit of man, to assign but one reason for such conduct. 
The convicts had violated no law of Freemasonry. They 
are the victims of unflinching adherence to its require- 
ments. They were unhappily sustained, in all the dark 
and loathsome steps of their iniquity, by an assured con- 
fidence, that they would be protected, upheld and justi- 
fied, by the society. Nothing but the firmest conviction 
of this could havt iud i u ions good standing 

iiiiluentiid, to violate the binding ties of domestic lite, and 
the consecrated securities of civil blessings. This is the 
reason, which lias effectually prevented the dignitaries of 
Freemasonry from expelling, or even censuring, a single 
individual of these convicts. It has not been because 
thev were fearful of exercising their aulhorit.v to expel or 
eensiire ; for the men who have bravely and worthily re- 
vealed their crimes and secrets, for the common good, 
they have expelled, they have censured, they have slander- 
ed, and persecuted with a malice peculiar to their order. 
What is the power of Freemasonry I One of its most 
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eloquent orators, in Connecticut, in the year IS--), repre- 
sented it as follows : " It is powerful. It comprises men 
of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of 
power, and that, in almost every place, where power is 
of any importance. And it comprises, among other 
classes of the community to the lowest, in large numbers, 
active men united together, and citable of being directed 
by the efforts of others, so as to hate the force of concert 
throughout the civilized world. They are distributed too 
with the means of knowing one another, and the means 
of co-operating, in the desk, in the legislative hall, on the 
bench, in every gathering of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every domestic circle, in peace and in war, 
among enemies and fnends, in one place as well as in 
another! So posvcrful indeed is it, at this time, it fears 
nothing from violence, public or private : for it has every 
means to learn it in season, to counteract, defeat, and 
punish it. It is too Sate lo talk of the propriety of con- 
tinuing or suppressing masonry, after the time to do so 
has gone by. So, good or had, the world mast take it as 
it is. Think of it, laugh at it, hate it, or despise it ; still 



Such arc the claims of a permanent self-created society, 
which connects the aristocratic part of this community 
into a brotherhood, with the Princes, and Nobles, and 
Priests, and Generals, of every region of the globe, by 
cords, which no power of man, in the proud opinion of 
such as are encircled hy them, is sufficient to sunder. 
And to sanction the existence and pursuits, in our coun- 
try, of a power so expansive and redoubtable, and yet, 
though political, unknown to the government, the well 
meaning part of the fraternity have fondly believed, the 
illustrious names of Warren, Franklin, and Washington, 
could be adduced. 

" To err is human." There has been but one name 
given under heaven, in which no indiscretion, or stain of 
sin, could be found. Many of the patriots of the revolu- 
tion, especially among the officers of the army, did join 
the masonic society. )u the number of such, were the 
exalted benefactors of mankind before alluded to. But 
little advantage can the society, in our times, derive from 
16* 
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this fact. Their great authority, will in no way serve to 
cover the accumulated folly and guilt of the higher degrees 
of the fraternity, nor indeed of any degree at this day. 
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against, a hniL'ly and tyrannies! government, shall their 
example be cited, to authorize its u*e against a ttovern- 
tneutof their own establishment, — a government which 
they and their associates contrived, and set up, as the 
perpetual ssorehouse, and sanctuary of all the principles 
of freedom f 

Fellow citr/eus, yon will not allow such an abuse of the 
inestimable inheritance of their immortal names. In 
your offices, in your shops, in your fields, in al! your re- 
sorts of business or amusement, you have thought too 
reeereniiv of the hf^iiij, uf ..>!]' ial' law-, ami the neb fn- 

tration secures, for ibis, rarlicmaiing ail the fruits of your 
honest and protected industry, in (he bosom of thriving ami 
cheerful families, von have felt your hearts horn ivithin 
you as you reflected upon the great founders of your na- 
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lional family, and these reflections have turned the gentle 
currents of your domestic affection into the broad and 
swelling tide of patriotism ; but patriotism cannot rebel 
airaiust freedom. 

Long association in toils and dangers, produces lasting 
friendships. Washington found it difficult, altogether tZ 
withdraw himself from Freemasonry, at. the close of the. 
war. It was natural for him to recollect, with compla- 
cency, many of the events which it had been made to 
assist. And its claims were frequently pressed upon him, 
by o!d companions. He did not, therefore, wholly re- 
nounce it. Ji had been used by him only for good', and 
county and consistency required him, net noleutiv and 
.suddenly to cast it oil He did not patronize it after the 
objects of the war had been obtained. It fell into neglect 
upon the restoration of peace, and remained so until his 
death. He was undoubtedly opposed to its renown!. lit 
1794, he said to several of his confidential friends : " The 
real people occasionally assembled in order to express 
their sentiments, on political subjects, ought never to lie 
confounded with permanent, .-cll-aooomtcd societies 
usurping the right to control the constituted authorities' 
and to dictate to public opinion. While the former was 
entailed to respect, the latter was incompatible with all 
government, and must either sink into general disesteem, 
or finally overturn the established order of things." 

The greatest masonic authority* in this State, with all 
the honors of the institution thick upon hiui, abed lour 
years ago publicly declared, that masonry was sometimes 
abused to political objects. In our own village, before 
one rj| hs most respectable magistrates, when in the exer- 
cise of his official duly, we have seen a hold attempt to 
use it for the purpose of procuring impunity from all the 
legal coiiseqiiences of imputed crime. In forty comities 
of this State, being all from which authentic information 
could be obtained," it was ascertained, by the anti-masonic 
convention assembled last winter in 'Albany, that, in the 
year when Morgan was martyred, there were in office 
Ihtrly-thrcc masonic Sheriffs. More than half of the im- 
portant public offices in the Union are filled by Frcema- 
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sons though they do not count one in four of the whole 
number (/persona equally well qualified and eligible to 
fill them. Inquire for yourselves as to the number of 
masons who have filled the town, county and stale 
offices, within your knowledge ; and you will not ail to 
discern a striking effect of the inequality produced, by the 
obtusions of Freemasonry. 

If you have read the statements of respectable men, 
who have renounced it, you have learnt, thai in ordinary 
times and in many cases, il has successful!)' as.sai.ed the 
great duties, upon which all our social advantages de- 
pend Its obligations ate utterly destiwUive ol that 
equality of ri<diT, winch our constitutions and laws are 
intended to maintain. They are inconsistent with ihe 
oaths of legislators, judges, grand jurors, petit jurors, 
sooMifs, au,lV,en oiher public lunriioinirv, because they 
ome,,, ill. nn.-l nunghleous kVer to brethren, and un- 
just and oppressive opposition to the uninitiated m a vast 
varictv ot the most important exigence o! Ill- Alley 
are now, and have lonn been laud m tint politic* ..quali- 
ty, whicli every freeman should mo,t highly prize, because 
it is the only efficient means of suppressmg all wrongful 
inequality. 

X,, man iro.-.hl il„rr to l»!:r. /'"i'-rll Jic e.,.';g «. 

o//towj/ in public. Or if he did, no man would 
expect public favor afterwards. And shall we permit 
their existence, because they are taken secretly ! iMiasf 
we vield up all our rights as a boon to Freemasons, for 
the "favor they have conferred upon us, by fraudulently 
usurping most' of them, through the fatal ehieacy ot their 
secrecy ""their tokens, their cipher, and liv.-ir oaths ' JSave 
we free' lieart= free minds, self-respect, social love, intel- 
ligence to look' before and after us, and shall we be hewers 
of wood and drawer? of water, for an institution rotten to 
the core''— of which'lhe principles and deeds have cover- 
ed all over with blisters, the fairest body politic thai ever 
was presented to the admiration ot me world .■ ol wim.n 
the only practical use is to forge, m iw gloom} lues and 
fasten upon us, and all the uniuated forever, me chains 
of a do-'radnw senhmle? Will von s!ih;u:t nunis? 1 
know you wilT not submit to it. I know the hour draws 
nigh, when the whole country will be arrayed in opposi- 



tion to it, — when the Dagon of these Philistines, who 
have come upon us,— when the kings and priests of Free- 
masonry, with all their courts, their altars, and their 
gods, shall sink together into everlasting oblivion, and the 
gavel of masonic vengeance, shall be the weapon of of- 
ficial oppression no more forever. 

To abolish the evils of Freemasonry, open and con- 
cealed, is the object of a'nti-masonry— and what conside- 
rate citizen will not approve it? If masonry he the 
Pandora's box from which all possible evils to our selves 
and country, are to be feared, let us shut it up. If it be 
a noisome seed bed of the most pernicious weeds, let us 
eradicate the weeds, remove it? smothering enclosure, in- 
troduce the cheerful light and the wholesome air— dir; it 
over, tbi'oi^Ii all its &jiiip\irtint'nis, and son' it with Leair.hy 
and nutritious wheat. Whatever it may be likened to, 
let us take effectual measures to exclude its evils. 

How can this be done? By resorting to the ballot- 
box, and by that alone. And shall we be skin de rot! sly 
and maliciously assailed with insinuations of sinister pur- 
poses, and with opprobrious epithets, for betaking our- 
selves to this resort t Is it not peaceable? Is it not 
honest? Is it not lawful ? Is it not consistent with all 
the rights of others? If it is not, then their rights are 
wrongs to us, of which we must take the redress into our 
own bands. 

The right of election is the paramount right of all frec- 



the men, whom we think wise to know, and faithful to 
pursue, the best interests of the community. The best 
interests of the community in which our tot is cast, are 
the constitutional and equal rights of the citizens. These 
are invaded by Freemasonry. Shall not those who are 
opposed to Freemasonry, repel the invasion? Yes. We 
will repel it; and that in the most majestic court, that 
has ever been known among the sons of men, — in the 
great court of the whole people, which announces its 
sentences from the ballot-box. 



men. And the place where it is 
in the temple of liberty. Shall w< 
up, and offer pure homage there' 
cept able homage, but what is pu 
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Why should we not go into this court for the decision 
of our cause ? Shall we not find it as respectable as any 
other court ? Shall we not find it as honest as any other 
court? Shall we not find it as much under a sense of the 
necessity of upholding the essential rights of the people, 
as any other court? Shall we not find it as inaccessible 
to all the biasses of partial influence, as any other court ? 
Wo shall. And the interests of this court, which may 
God in his goodness perpetuate, are our interesls. Truly 
we might go into the subordinate courts, established in 
our land. But we have a rkibt to choose ; and we choose 
the court of the people. Is this disreputable? Or shall 
we be held to trial, in those courts only, where a large 

where we have found it impossible to proceed to a right- 
eous result, of the whole master, though such a result has 
been sedulously pursued, tor years 1— and where we now 
know jurisdiction of the whole case dues not exist. 

You may repel the invasion upon your rights, (we are 
told, by a small number of our fellow citizens, running all 
over with candor and liberality ;) but take care not to 
avail yourselves of political rnwuts, in doing it 1 You 
may repel it, by expressing senile opinions against it! 
You are not chimed piofrssedly and directly to aid the 
invasion. Only hold your necks still till the foot of the 
invader presses" them to the earth, and fair opposition, by 
courteous words, may be permitted ! Men there are, 
who hold this doctrine : and they go in and out among 
us, uithuut the marks of eonschus'sUume, or uudi^iiseu 
fatuity, upon them! Of what raee are they? They 
come not from the true-hearted, investigating, devoted 
stock of the asserters of our freedom. They have no 
alliance wiih that class of men into whose bosoms, all the 
oppressions of tyranny serve only to burn their abhorrence 
of it. — and all the jiLiddciihi'.' results of hbertv, to hallow 
their love of it. 

It is merely hypocrisy, and shallow hypocrisy too, for 
men of common sense 10 pretend opposition to the exist- 
ence of any tiling, which they would not take the most 
effectual honost means to destroy. The reproach cast 
upon anti-masonry, for its being political, springs from 
attachment or subserviency to masonry ; and can spring 
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from nothing else. And its taking a political character, 
would not be objected to, by those who cast upon it this 
reproach, only because, by being; political, it m ill be suc- 
cessful. Political character, in the sense of adherence to 
the just policy of our government, which is the sense we 
entertain of it, is the highest character, which can he nc- 
(jijireif by man, in reference to things terminating with 
life. And 1 glory in political ami-masonry. Anti-mason- 
ry is political ; it must be political, or all is lost. 

As citizens, our liberties are political, our rights are 
political, our duties are political. Let us ail perform our 
duties, in accordance with our rights, and the rights of 
others, for the advancement of the just policy "of our 
government. 

But it is said that anti-masonry is bigoted, and perse- 
cuting. Bigotry is an obstinate and blind attachment to 
a tenet, ceremony, creed, or party. Anti-masonry is op- 
posed, and will Ibrever be opposed, to every tenet, cere- 
mony, creed, or party, which infringes npon the universal 
rights of man. It is the real democracy of our country, 
embracing in its good will, as objects of its protecting 
care, every interest, right, duty and enjoyment, of every 



rights unjustly withheld, and to redress the injnru-s un- 
justly inflicted, by Freemasonry. Shall anti-masonry be 
accused of bigotry and persecution, then, by those too, 
who have invoked, upon themselves, all the wrath of the 
Almighty if they cease to exercise an obstinate and blind 
attachment to the tenets, ceremonies, creed, and party of 
Freemasonry, or cease to withhold tights, and indict in- 
juries, unjustly, ujion their renouncing brethren and 
countrymen 1 

Wanting nothing, expecting nothing, and fearing 
nothing, from the public, but what pertains equally to the 
rights and securities of every citizen, 1 have come before 
you as the. representative of freemen. With no bonds 
upon my soul, but those of obedience to my Maker, 
(would that they were always felt with greater intensity,) 
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and with a yet unfettered body, I have spoken to you 
freely and indignantly of an institution, which I deem 
desperately wicked. But /entertain no hostility to its 
members. I have spoken from a regard to interests, 
from which I would by no means shut them out. Among 
them we numbered some, who partake of the same life- 
^ream willi myself, and who are as dear to my heart, as 
the ties of nature, early affection, and enduring sympathy, 
can make them. There are others to whom 1 owe all 
that can he required or given, in honor. And I should 
consider it as a stigma upon my character to cherish 
malice toward* any human being. 

But ours is a cause of comprehensive benevolence. It 
includes the interests of Freemasons as well as our own. 
And the most reflecting among them, are already with 
us, in their secret convictions. Nothing but a pride, re- 
luctant to acknowledge error, and some fear of the vin- 
dictive hostility of the fraternity, prevents them from 
openly avowing it. They should avow it. Washington 
would pursue that course. In the path of renunciation, 
you follow his example, my countrymen. With him no 
private feelings or interests could supersede the public 
good. Even to what appeared to be envious clamor, 
injustice, and persecution to all hut the high sighted eye, 
and all encircling hearts of patriotism, he, and the great 
men of the revolution, gave up the society of the Cincin- 
nati, to which they were fastened, by all the strong links 
struck out in the welding fires of a glorious warfare. 
Follow their example. Do yourselves the great justice to 
discard Freemasonry. By all the unutterable privileges 
of life and immortality, by your most precious connexions 
and attachments here, and hereafter, by your undying 
thoughts, by your unfading hopes, renounce it. 
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ADDRESS 

Of 0\t Rfjniblican Anti-masoTtlc Memters of the Legislature of New York, to 
tittir Constituents. 

Fellow Citizens, 

It is the proud boast and consoling reflection of Ameri- 
cans, that the Tree institutions of their country have 
triumphed over all the dangers that have beset them. 
Whatever have been the perils that have threatened (heir 
existence, the virtue and inherent energy of the people 
have been adequate to every exigency. 

Recently (he people have been awakened to an alarm- 
ing internal danger, of the existence of which they were 
unconscious. The abduction arid murder of a free citi- 
zen, without crime, with the aitrocitius that attended and 
followed it, have excited their inquiries, and revealed the 
fearful fact that there is in the midst of a confiding com- 
munity an institution, Ihe existence of which is incom- 
patible with liberty. When the outrage first became 
public, the elforis of the neighboring inhabitants were 
directed to the enforcement of the laws, the detection 
and punishment of the guilty offenders- In the simplicity 
of (heir hearts, they expected universal co-operation. In 
the prosecution of objects so just and patriotic, (or pur- 
poses so high, holy, and humane, they, with entire con- 
fidence, expected ihe powerful aid of (he Press, and the 
united exertions of their fellow citizens. Far from them 
was (he thought of arraying, a party for any purpose 
whatever. Their astonishment was greater even than at 
the perpetration of the outrage, when they discovered the 
appalling truth, that it was the work of a conspiracy, em- 
bracing large numbers of conspicuous citizens ; that the 
press was silent as the house of death, or spoke only to 
defame and mislead ; (hat a whole fraternity, claiming 
irresistible power, regarded the outrage with cold indif- 
ference, or engaged in active efforts to screen from pun- 
ishment the guilty perpetrators. 

When ihey mel opposition at every step of their pro- 
gress ; when they found their objects belied, and their 
motives impeached ; all their acts subjected to misrepre- 
sentation, and their characters consigned to obloquy and 
19 
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vituperation ; when lliey perceived that the perpetrators 
of tlie outrage and their abettors were men of peaceful 
lives, elevated and unsuspected characters, hound to the 
periormaiiee of their social duties by all the ties that exist 
in civil society, the unwelcome conclusion was forced 
upon them that the deeds they had done were not perpe- 
trated as the acts of individuals, hut as members of their 
fraternity ; and that it was the inatiliiiion that had sinned 
through 'their mslnnneulalily. When the people, excited 
by the Morgan outrage, perceived that all efforts to vin- 
dicate the majesty of the laws, by the punishment of the 
atrocious liohuois, were resisted and rendered abortive; 
when thev saw that the fraternily possessed the power to 
silence or pervert the Press : to stop the mouths, destroy 
the memories, or extract the consciences ol witnesses: to 
extend its baneful influence into courts, and poison the 
fountains of justice ; union became indispensable to the 
further prosecution of their righteous objects, 'i he lie- 
publican Anti-masonic parly arose from necessity, and 
not from design. Opposition caused its formation, ami 
opposition by assisting to develope the true character ol 
the masonic 'institution, is constantly increasing its num- 
bers, and will finally insure its triumph. Believing it to 
be in accordance with your wishes, we have acted to- 
gether as a party, upon every behting occasion. 

The attention of the legislature was called, by the ex- 
ccutive to the Morgan outrage, as a subject of legislative 
inquiry' The reports made to the senate and assembly, 
contain the materia! facts comprising the history ol that 
transaction. Other " matters" " embracing" inhumation 
of a graver character, " exist, which could not m the 
opinion of a high judicial officer, with propriety be made 
public," as thev would tend very much " to prejudge the 
guilt of persons indicted." After the reports were made, 
additional evidence of the extent of the conspiracy v. as 
obtained, but it was deemed unnecessary lo make a fur- 
ther report, as no attempt was made to controvert the 
statements of those presented to tlie legislature, and as 
the whole subject is in a train of thorough judicial inves- 
tigation. A gentleman was then appointed to conduct 
the prosecutions, at our unanimous recommendation, 
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ami wo look with anxiety and confidence to the result of 
his indefatigable and able exertions. 

Although the excitement caused by the Morgan out- 
rage is universally ao] ibtmlcd , wit.h sincerity or affectation, 
the objects of those who obey its impulse are opposed 
and misrepresented. The objects of the Republican 
anti-masonic party are plain and freely avowed. They 
are to lino:;- to merited punishine-nt, tin; perpetrators of 



L'ive concert and strength to their efforts. This party, 
thus obviously and necessarily formed, seems recently to 
have excited fearful alarm. Conspicuous individuals, 
"in power arid out of power," have labored " in season 
and out of season," to defame its character, and impede 
its rapid progress. It is mamli-st that political men have 
taken advantage of the existence of this party to impress 
upon honest and unsnspicioes republican.-, at: apprehen- 
sion of danger ; aotl that designs are ill a train of execu- 
tion to render the "excitement justly caused" by tha 
Morgan outrage, " subservient to political and party pur- 
poses.' 1 by making it contribute to the snstonlation of an 
existing political party, the leaders of which have never 
manifested anv p'Tn'iar abhorrence id' the .Ibir'.au out- 
rage. A COALITION is formed, embracing many 
members of the masonic fraternity and those who have 
been separated by inveterate :i<;li!ir<t! hufi'Uhf, to resist 
the efforts of the people, in the work of reformation. How- 
ever revoking this unholy alliance may be to the democ- 
racy of the State, it is not of a nature to excite surprise. 
It display;; the cbaraeterisiics of the ma-mijc im-; m ntinn. 
It illustrates the allegation that the order does possess 

object of mutual protection and preserval ion. ]t is natu- 
ral that the order should extend its inlhience over those 
who are elevated to places of authority. It is lavish it) 
its promises of " ail-powerful" support. 
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The possessors of power are usually eager for its con- 
tinued enjoyment, ami readily welcome the aid of adver- 
saries to secure it. They ate invariably the foes of re- 
form. They always find it " difficult to believe" that 
abuses do exist, that corruption triumphs, or that there 
can be danger to liberty or the peace of society, unless it 
threatens their own security. 

History abounds with illustrious though mournful ex- 
amples of men, out of power, the bold and ardent advo- 
cates of popular rights, having the clearest visions of 
existing evils, and ini^-miing rum, in posses-ion of power, 
the bhml and "inflexible" adherents of the system they 
had denounced as full of vice and danger. Democracy, 
in out country, has been compelled to engage m despe- 
rate struggles with the possessots of power. All its past 
experi:.':ic.f banishes apprehension for the result of another 
conflict. If its energies must be put to new trials, cer- 
tainty of victory invites to the combat. We have been 
ri:mii/i'rd of the fur gone days of intellectual darkness and 
menial perversion, when professing Christians, Catholic 
and Piotestant and unpretending Quakers wen; consign- 
ed to barbarous and ignominious executions for imputed 
errors In religion. This lias been done with the obvious 
intent to induce the inference that the spirit which caus- 
ed snch abominations was kindred to the hostility now 
manifested against the institution of Freemasonry. Cas- 
uists must, determine whether weakness of intellect, ob- 
liquity of head, or depravity of heart, is chiefly required to 
trace' a parallel between the relentless sacrifice ot Chris- 
tian Martyrs, for speculative opinions, and the infliction 
of legal punishment upon kidnappers, incendiaries, and 
murdeiers. ft manifests a uioibnl sensibility lor ('rune-, 
a sicklv sympathv for atrocious offenders, to attempt to 
repress the. honest efforts of patriotic zeal, for their con- 
viction, by the hypocritical cry of persecution, and the 
hollow pretence, that the innocent may be confounded 
with the guiity. Sleliiiious persecution has affixed a de- 
plorable stigma upon the human character and marked 
the ages itTwhich it occurred for lamentation and abhor- 
rence! It is an imperious duty upon ibis more enlight- 
ened .generation not to tolerate an order that attempts 
a persecution more inexcusable, atrocious and vengeful. 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 



Religious persecution was perpetrated by the sovereign 
authority of communities. It was in accordance with 
the spirit of the times, and was the act of the nattun. 
The victims were subjected to trials according to estab- 
lished jarhjiriuliMce, and windemned to suffer penalties 
prescribed for violations of laws intended for universal 
operation. We have witnessed an institution possessing 
the power and arrogating the right to inflict the penalty 
of death upon a delinquent member, fur the violation of 
no law binding upon the whole community or consistent 
with its safety. If former ages are doomed to reproach 
for persecutions according to turn, more ineffable must be 
(he disgrace to that tfeneralioti that permits or tolerates a 
persecution more horrid and uiiiictirisr to humanity with- 
out law and in dijiancc of its authority-, Since the storm 
Of public indignation hits threatened" destruction to the 
arrogant Order, it pietends that the Morgan outrage was 
not demanded by its requirements or in accordance with 
its principles. It was long before its proud spirit would 
submit to the condescension of offering to an alarmed 
community, even that equivocal vindication which terror 
has finally exlorted. If the ailegation be true, the at- 
tempted defence is condemning; for it proves that the 
institution is susceptible of monstrous and dangerous per- 
version. It is in vain to tell of the original worthiness of 
object and purity of principle of the institution and of the 
many good men who are members of it, and of the more 
illustrious characters who have been, if the influence of 
all these combined considerations is insufficient to re- 
strain the vengeance of whole bodies of the fraternity, 
and prevent extensive and powerful combinations for the 
violation of the laws and the frusration of the purposes of 
justice. But the evidence from various sources is over- 
whelming to establish the fact that the outrage with all 
its attendant enormities was in strict conformity with the 
obligations and requirements of the institution. That 
such is the truth, is proved by she testimony of a multi- 
tude of witnesses from the fraternity, embracing many 
" distinguished for their piety, purity of lives and devo- 
tion to their country," and corroborated by the acts of 
multitudes more who still adhere to the institution. The 
republican anti-masonic party has been accused of perse 
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cutim ,m<l proscription. It cannot fail to escde surprise 
and astonishment that this charge should be preferred by 
tko** who, at the same time, baldly proclaim apolitical 
proper ml ion of all those who do not belong to their own 
Uow,nip, although they constitute a majority of the 
whole community. If the charge were true, ample 111s- 
tihcauon would be furnished by the declared principles 
and unvarying practice of those who make it. But it is 
not true 'Ami-masons proscribe and pursed] to no mau. 
The charge is founded upon the fact that anti-masons 
ro-oive vot !>■ elevate to r.jjice those who adhere to the 
masonic irafwnity. This is neither proscription nor per- 
secution. No individual has a right to demand the su!- 
fra.e of another. The bostowment oi it. is. eve lively 
the r.nht of him who poshes it, lo withhold iron, an 
i.Khuoual what ho has no right to demand and no chum 
to posses until it U freely given, i. no ^ech.-n lo 
ann.mh.tc the institution ol 1' reoinasoury or reader I 
harmless anti-masons have formed the resolution to With- 
hoht tne.'r sumacs from those who adhere to the order, 
it is no grateful tusk to make tins discrimination, t at- 

riotism enjoins the unwelcome duly. The community 
have a ih'ht to demand, as justice and safety require, 
that its officers shall be equal and impartial as between 
th^ir fellow citizens. Freemasons have renoered this 
i,.,,,,,^, Thev have placed them under obligations 
which c.i-.'ate secret and i uo issolub'u lies, between thorn 
and their masonic brethren, which do nut exist in relation 
to the. larger puetiiin of the. cmmituiiiti/. Under tremen- 
dous penalties tliev hiive sworn allegiance to an alien 
uoi'rer Tliey hiiie voluntarily imposed upon themselves 
a positive oisqr u.iric vno\. Anti-masons, by their re- 
a« declare the fact and deter- 
mine to give it effect. By asci ibingsuperior force and 
sanctity to their masonic obligations, the members of the 
fraternity declare that they will not be bound by oaths ol 
office in case of conflict. The community can never 
have full assurance of their fidelity. Unknown in 
of eouihrt.oef.vein masonic obligations and olncial (.nty 
may occur and unaccountable results produced. T he 
disability can exist no longer than they choose lo retain 
the' disqualification. Whenever they renounce their par- 
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tial and secret obligations and mingle with their fellow 
citizens on terms of equality, their eligibility to every 
official station is admitted. It is a matter left to their 
own free dunce, and if they will continue the disqualifica- 
tion and consequent exclusion, they are their own per- 
secutors. 

The objects of anti-masons is the annihilation of the 
masonic institution, not the disfranchisement of its mem- 
bers. The method they have adopted is peaceful, lawful 
and will prove effectual. It is the only way in which the 
people can exercise that sovereign and comrollimr power 
with which they are intrusted for the preservation of 
freedom uihI all the blessings it confers. The responsi- 
bilities of the people are tremendous. The proteaion of 
liberty is committed to their charge. In attempting ihe 
aununhiiion of I'Vi-masonry, which threatens its destruc- 
tion, anti-masons obey the most imperative injunclion of 
patriotism. It is matter of astonishment that any should 
be found to blame their determination. Freemasonry has 
dow no defenders. When it is alleged that under" des- 
potic governments and in barbarous times it may have 
been useful, a draft is made upon human credulily, for no 
evidence is furnished of its meritorious performances. But 
whatever its character, its principles or its deeds may 
have been, multitudes of the most worthy members who 
have not renounced the order, admit that it has lagged 
behind the advancement of the age and outlived t lie period 
of its usefulness. It is admitted to be unpromising, un- 
necessary and worthless: while the great and incieasintr 
number whom its atrocities have driven from it, declare 
the institution to be corrupt in piinciple, vicious in char- 
acter and dangerous in all its tendencies. With this 
mass of corn inually accumulating testimony of the worth- 
less or awfully vicious character of the Institution, 
will any lover of his country hesitate to attempt its 
destruction 1 Upon republicans the duty is imperious. 
If Freemasonry could be tolerated any where, it ia 
only in attributing governments, where secret associa- 
tions may lie necessary for the preservation of personal 
safety. Even there it would be a powerful instrument of 
revolution and of destruction to existing establishments. 
But in a free Republic, it is unnecessary and abhorrent. 
Democracy asserts the equality of all men ; on equality 
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in iheir claim to the enjoyment of social, civil and political 
right* and to the protection of the laws. It abhors and 
for biiis all aniiicml distinction*, ranks ami orders, " stars 
and garters and titles of nobility,''' those 11 geivgaws that 
amuse so many children in the shape of men." Freema- 
lonrv contravenes the spirit of Democracy. It is monar- 
chical in all its structure; anti-republican in its govern- 
ment, purposes, and all its exhibitions. If republicans 
wish to prepare for the overthrow of their government, no 
measure could be more eiiectual than Hie tolemtion of 
the institution of Freemasonry, which inculcates princi- 
ples of arbitrary power and slavish obedience the most 
abhorrent to freedom. Which familiarizes their country- 
men to the exclusive pretensions of disgusting aristocracy 
and the ^ aHiglormns disunions of an arrant nobility. 
Democracy cannot exist with Freemasonry. One will 
inevitably destroy the other. The struggle for supremacy 
has commenced. It is a struggle not mutely tor victory 
but existence; and the world is interested in the issue ol 
of the contest. The dangers of Freemasonry^ are en- 
hanced by its foreign amnc.iioiis. it is wholly ol ruueicN 
origin. AH its new degrees, with their impious obliga- 
tions and rev-oiling penalties so prodigally multiplied, are 
wholly of foreign invention. 

The institution in this country receives with passive 
obedience, whatever is transmitted from the fvre.igii seat 
of its empire. Here it has formed a confederacy em- 
bracing (.lie whole extent of our republic. Allour territory 
is parcelled out, and a branch of the institution established 
in eveiy section. It has its meetings in the darkness of 
nitrht and security of secrecy, for towns, counties, states, 
and the whole Union. The institution is prepared to act 
throughout the land, with concert, energy and decision, 
and to receive its impulse from foreign command. Its im- 
mense resources enable it to attempt the greatest objects. 
Nothing is too lofty for its ambition or beyond its means 
of accomplishment. In Europe the institution has been 
made the cloak of innumerable crimes. In its dark con- 
claves plots, stratagems, and treason have been ue-igned 
airiiinst government and religion, and the institutions of 
civil society, and put in a train of successful execution, 
while its infatuated votaries were unconscious of the ob- 
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jectoflhe master spirits that impelled them to action. 
What has been attempted in other countries may be ex- 
pected in our own. The organization of the institution 
here, fits it for (he purposes of treason. Its extended 
confklcraev furnishes (lie opportunity for the widest com- 
munication. The masonic cipher gives the instrument 
of sat... correspondence, and its seerecv enforced bv horrid 
obligations, and appalling penalties, affords the assurance 
of security. The question then is presented to the 
American people whether they will sacrifice Democracy 
or annihilate the institution at Freemasonry, which threat- 
ens its existence, It is a question interesting to every 
inhabitant of this land. It summonses him to exertions 
for the preservation of freedom ami its countless blessings. 
It stimulates him to display the spirit and emulate the 
patriotic devotion of the revolution who put all that is dear 
to man in peri! to preserve their liberties from foreign 
encroachment. A FOREIGN DOMINION incompati- 
ble with those! liberties, exists and exerts its malignant 
influence for their destruction. The crisis calls for the 
energies and virtue's inspired by reverence for ancestral 
example. Those manly qualities will ensure to the prin- 
ciples of Democracy, a new, a glorious and ekdurino 
triumph. 
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alarm. Republicans are awakening to the fact, that an 
eflbrt is making to render their honest attachment to prin- 
ciple and to partv, subservient, to the defence and sustcn- 
tation of Freemasonry. They arc incapable of submitting 
to such humiliation. The moment the masonic fraternity 
shall be arrayed in one political party for mutual protec- 
tion and preferment, universal conviction will be produced, 
of the nature and power of their obligations, am! will be 
quickly and inevitably followed by the accomplishment of 
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(lie object of the republican anti-masonic party — the anni- 
hilation of the dangerous institution. 

To the mind of the humble believer in the Christum 
reliuion, Freemasonry presents characteristics tliat de- 
niam! his most solemn meditation. Its religious creed is 
not the creed of any people on oarfli, who profess adora- ■ 
tion for a Sum-erne Being. It is neither Catholic nor 
\k,.„^-i-u,i f'lirUiint'itv. nor Ishi.mis'n. Judaism, nor Pa- 



mock resemblance or impious substitute. It teaches its 
votaries to blaspheme their Maker, banishes all just ideas 
of the atonement made by the Saviour, and prepares the 
chambers of the mind for the lodgement of infidel prin- 
ciples. . 

Those who first engaged in the righteous can; ■ of ''in- 
dicating lite laws and rescuing from disgrace the charac- 
ter of the Stale, have fell the force of inasimie power, and 
experienced the unmeasured elleels of its vengeance. 
While thev have been accused of persecution, tliey have 
trpenmn-d and witnessed its relentless rage. They have 
lidst nimimeral'le diukultics am! appalliii" 
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cused of seekimf office and power as though such objects 
were criminal. And who are the accusers'? Thati who 
al.rt.mhj pn*se>s po/m; or are greedt/ far its oij^nmnl. 
Thov: trhit wake, politic- n trorli:, chrrgt: then wjltjwe-tai! 
polUirid ilevL<w.. As though it were a heinous offence in 
one class of citizens to strive for objects to the pursuit ol 
which it is commendable virtue in others to dedicate 
their lives. Anti-masonry seeks no CONCEALM RN'l , 
nor shrouds iis operations or designs, in the mantle of 
darkness or SECRECY. lis objects are proclaimed, 
and if it desires power, it is because the possession is in- 
dispensable to their accomplishment. The sin of anti- 
masonry, in the eyes of the fraternity, is not solely or 
chiefly that it attacks the mystic order, but that it 
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threatens lo disturb its members in (be nearly exclusive 
enjoyment of office, influence, emolument and power. 

Time, that never fails to lest the merit of things, will 
furnish the refutation of the charges liberally preferred 

To the charge of iiisiiu-criiy, they oppose an inflexible 
perseverance in the attainment of their avowee! objects. 

displays of mali.'ioleucc- and perpetration of acts of ont- 
rage. and violence. Let them prove themselves, accord- 
ing to tlio'ir profession, the friends of peace, morality, re- 
ligion and law. Against the malevolent accusation of 
being factionists, let them exhibit a uniform and un- 
swerving adherence to the principles and the usages of 
democracy And to refute the charge of being without 
a plan or worthy object, let them continue the steadfast 
snd ardent advocates of a liberal, enlightened and judi- 
cious policy, calculated to extend and ditl'use ihe blessings 
of a free government, promote the interests and advance 
the glorv of the Slate. Public opinion governs jhe world. 
The' institution of Freemasonry is now subjected to its 
scrutinv, and its decision will bring to it exaltation or over- 
throw. The people have undertaken the work of inves- 
tiiption, and So thetu exclusively belong and may safely 
be intrusted the task of its prosecution. Full confidence 
may he indulged that they will conduct it in a manner to 
commend, without apprehension, their acts, their motives 
and their objects, tn the just discrimination and enlight- 
ened judgment of a judging world. 
Albany, May oih, 1829. 

M. HAYDEN, Cli'n. 

Aencb Hazeltine, Sec'y. 
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ADDRESS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-MASONIC 
CONVENTION TO THE CITIZENS OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Fellow Citizens, 

" We ho!.-] these truths to be self-evident, Tint, all :nnn 
are created equal , that they are endowed t >y their Crea- 
tor with certain unalienable rights ; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." On these 
fundamental principles of civil and religions right, the 
people of these United States not only cast oft' the yoke of 
t'oremi domination, but "the whole people covenants 
with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole peo- 
ple, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the 
common good." We consider it therefore, the duty of 
every citizen to watch for the public welfare; to sound 
the alarm in view of public danger; and to encourage 
laudable measures, which may he devised for the safety 
and interest of the whole.' Although false alarms are 
never to be created, and existing maladies are to be 
cured by the best possible remedies ; yet, when public 
evils do exist, free men should never suffer themselves 
to rest until those evils are eradicated. The common 
cause of our common country, demands the utmost vigi- 
lance of an intelligent community. In order that this 
vigilance may be maintained, it is necessary that corres- 
ponding exertions be used to scatter light upon every 
subject which lias an important political bearing. Light 
being diffused upon such subjects, and the attention of 
the people being directed to those things which are either 
salutary or prejudicial to the public good ; it argues 
either a want of moral principle, or a criminal degree of 
apathy, not to feel interested ; and those who feel deeply 
interested, must act. But men of intelligence and in- 
tegrity, will act openly, honestly, consistently, under stand- 
ingly, and perscveringly. They will not shrink from 
the scrutiny of their fellow citizens, nor seek to hide 
themselves from the public eye; and while they adopt 
and pursue, with a steady, undeviating course, those 
measures, which they deem for the general interest, they 
will frankly and ingenuously give the reasons of their 
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conduct, t!iat the public may approve or condemn as 
occasion may require. 

On this ground, we consider it not only the tight, but 
the oU'iratimi, of citizens of this Commonwealth, in con- 
cert with others of our sister Stales, lo assemble for the 
.express purpose of investi^tiiiLf t .i lc nature, tendency 
and political beanou of FroemiisiitirY. " ' 

We arc aware tint (hi* sn'mr.-.t is'onf 
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nig the 
o means 
subject 



bound by the strongest ties of social and 
ruiiinv,; Ini/iubbip, We would, therefore, have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that we have neither collision nor 
controversy with masons as men, but only with men as 
mas ons. 

While however, we are willing to concede to masons, 
as ructt, all that is just, honorable, virtuous and pa isc wor- 
thy, on their part; we are n«( willing- to admit, that all 
the luletils, and ell the learning, and nil the moral worth 
of eur common country, are the perquisite of the masonic 
iratcrmly. We are not willinj to admit that they "are 
the people," and that "wisdom will die with them." 
However highly we may respect mason; as men ; we can- 
not concede, that aprons, sashes, jewels, mitres, secret 
rites and obligations, or princely titles, can justly secure 
to them prerogatives of honor, profit and trust '- or that 
they are more deserving of public confidence, than any 
Other class of citizens. We cannot stand afaroir, and 
" exceedingly fear and qnake," because of the " awful 
ery, which, for a century past, has hung over this 
institution ; nor can the venerable locks of some of its 
members, its pretended claims to sanctity and " holiness 
to the Lord," nor even the sword of the " tyler," awe us 
into silence; or hinder our drawing near to scrutinize 
the foundation, materials, and " cap-stone" of this mys- 
tical building. J 
These things premised, the delegates from several 
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counties in this Commonwealth, convened for the purpose 
of invest r'at.inir the principles of Speculative masonry, 
now hfir Ir.ive to place before their constituents, and fel- 
low citizens in ceueral, certain reasons, why they consid- 
er the masonic institution as dangerous to our civil and 
religious liberties. 

The first reason which we would offer, relative to this 
subject, -and which demands our serious consideration, is 
this : 

TUT" uasonic fraternity iuve erected ^J™" 

WITHIN T1111 JURISDICTION OF THE UmTEI! ti'l'ATES. ^ 

It cannot bo denied, that an;/ community, arroirMing 
to itself the right of punishing offenders, not recognized 
by the laws of the land ; and, especially, holding in its 
own power, the lives of its members; must so far, he 
considered as claiming independence, and refusing, in 
these respects, to hold itself amenable to any higher au- 
thority. But, that the masonic fraternity have done this, 
and still persist in their claim to independence, has been 
made to appear by the most satisfactory evidence. The 
testimony of their own members has abundantly shown, 
that they have instituted a code of laws, not subject to 
the sii'iervision of any civil power; and this code is san- 
guinary The code of laws in this institution, consists 
in the several " oaths or obligations" of its several de- 
grees, to every one of winch a penalty is annexed ; and 
that penally is death. Every Freemason, in every degree 
by which he may advance, is made to swear, that lie will 
forever conceal the secret rites and principles of the in- 
stitution ; his acting himself " under no less penally, 
than to die a most horrid and barbarous death, if he 
should ever knowingly or wilfully violate any essential 
part of his obligation. In order to have a fair view of the 
barbarous and "sanguinary nature of this code, it may not 
be improper to recapitulate the penalties of the first, seven 
degrees. The Entered Apprentice ' binds himself under 
no less penally than lo have his throat cut across, his 
tongue torn out by the roots, and his body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea.' The penalty of the Fellow 
Craft, is, ' to have his left breast torn open, and his heart 
and vitals taken from thence, lo be thrown over his left 
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shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat.' 
The Master Mason swears under the penally of having 
his body severed in two, his bowels burnt to ashes, and 
the ashes scattered to ' the four winds of heaven.' The 
candidate lor the fourth degree, ' hinds himself under no 
less penalty, than to have his right ear smote off, and his 
right hand chopped off as the penalty of an i m poster ' 
The Past Master swears under the penidlv of Iiavim- his 
"tongue split from tip to root/' The iviost Excellent 
Master binds himself under the penalty of having his 
" breast torn opei>, arid his heart and vitals taken from 
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung hill." The Royal 
Arch Mason imprecates the penally of having his "skull 
smote off, and his brains exposed ro the -torching ray^ 
of the siin." 

Such, fellow citizens, arc the sanguinary penalties, by 
which the masonic code is sanctioned, up to the seventh 
degree. Those of the higher degrees, are of the same 
nature, except, that if possible, they increase in bar- 
barism. 

Now it is vain for masons any longer to deny, that 
these are the penalties bv which the laws of their institu- 
tion are enforced; because those, obligations have already 
become the subject of judicial record, as developed, un- 
der oath, in courts of justice. 

It is equally vain for them to pretend, that these pen- 
alties have received only a passive signification. The 
obligations speak lor themselves. No person can read 
them, with an unprejudiced mind, without receiving (he 
strong, immediate and horrid impression, that they were 
intended to be put in execution. Some of us, likewise, 
know, (mm our own observation, that these obligations have 
been uniformly administered in lodges and chapters, and 
suffered to stand, as UlcruHy t.-rprcsseri, without note or 
comment. The candidate is made to bind himself " un- 
der no less penallt,," than to suffer thus and so, if he 
" should prove vl/fii/li/ ^nilli/ of vinlati n " anv part of his 
obligation." But 'what is a penally? Johnson says, it is 
a "punishment;" " judicial infliction," "forfeiture upon 
nun performance." It is a contradiction in terms, then, 
to say, that a penalty is merely pa-sine. The delinquent 
also, in the terms expressed, is supposed to prove " if it 
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fully guilty" of violating s 

'which' could not be the case, if the secrets oF masonry 
were extnrtrr! from him !>v persecution. The very terms 
therefore, " in'/fidli/ gi/i/tii," as expressed in the oath, 
are a fair exposition of the penalty, and show at once, 



or companion of the same decree, or from '■ the body ot 
a lawfully constituted lodge" or " chapter of such." 
This part of the oath too, is left without note or comment. 
The candidate is to " obey oil regular si._<ns, sum mouses, 
or tokens," whether id be ;ned and condemned himsdi, 
or to try and execute a brother, who may have violated 
his masonic enii.t^ements. This precisely accords with 
the charge given to the Fellow Craft, as expressed in 
Webb's Monitor; "our hues and regulations you are 
strenuously to support; and be always ready to assist in 
seeing them duly ntctittd." 

Rut, il'ifo had any doubt respecting the dc-sifjn, nature 
and t.endenev of masonic lavs; we have a fair and direct 
exposition mi llm higher decrees, Tiie "Thrice flins- 
trious Knight" is sworn in the following ^vords : " You 

essential part of this obli^atiiiis, you will use your most 
decided endeavors, by the blessing of God, to bring site.li 
person to the strictest and most condign punishment, 
atfreenblv to the rules and Usages of our ancient frater- 
nity." The Elected Knhdit of Nine swears, that ho 
" will revenge, the assassination of our worthy Waster, Hi- 
ram A bill', not only on the murderers, but also on alt, who 
■may betray the secrets of this degree." He also consent.;-, 
in case of his own delinquency, " to he struck with the 
dreadful poniard of caigcnncc. The " Illustrious Elec- 
tor of Fifteen" binds himself under the penalty of bavin" 
his " body opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and 
exposed In the air for eij<hi hours, that the flies may prey 
oa the entrails ;" and swears " to be ready to inflict the 
same penaltv on all who may disclose the secrets of this 
degree." The Knight of the East and West binds him- 
self " under the penally of not only being dishonored, but 



to consider his life as the immediate forfeiture, and that 
to be taken from hirn with all the tortures and pains to 
be inflicted in manner as he had consented to in his pre- 
ceding degrees." The " Knight of the Eagle, and Sove- 
reign Prince of Rose Croix Dc Heroden," is shown a 
symbolic representation of Hell, and then addressed in 
the following language : " The horrors which you have 
just now seen, an; but a hint representation of those you 
shall suffer, if you break through our laws, or infringe the 
obligation you have taken." To the " Knight of the Eagle 
or Sun," is explained the following emblem : " By the 
man you saw peeping, and who was discovered, seized, 
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who came 
to he initiated into our secret mysteries through a motive 
of curiosity, and, if so indiscreet as to divulge our obli- 
gations, v:e arc bound to cause their death, and take ven- 
ismnce mi- the treason, by the destruction of the traitor." 
In accordance with this sentiment, the Knight of Kadosh 
swears " to take revenge on the traitors of masonry," and 
" to yield submission and obtdit.nce, or all occasions, with- 
out any restrictions, to the orders of the Illustrious 
Knights and Grand Commander." 

Now, if we can attach any meaning whatever to ma- 
sonic language, or understand the genius of any human 
government; we must have tiie irresistible conviction, 
that the masonic fraternity have intended to assume the 
power of life and death over their own members. If so, 
they must be considered as establishing an independent 
government, within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
If they are governed by the spirit and letter of their letral 
code, they must assume the right to punish with DEATH, 
independently of any other power, offences which are 
neither known nor recognized by the law of the land. 
This sentiment corresponds with language used by the 
grand lodge, in She State of New York ; and the same 
diction, with little variation, is used by the grand lodge 
of this Commonwealth. " Every grand lodge," says this 
first mentioned body, " lias an inherent power and autho- 
rity, to make local ordinances and new regulations, as 
well as to amend and explain the old, for their own par- 
ticular benefit, and the good of masonry in general, pro- 
vided always, that the ancient land-marks are preserved, 
20* 
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cud that such regulations be duly prepared in writing for 
tht! consideration of the members. This lias never been 
disputed ; for the members of every grand lodge are the 
true representatives of the fraternity in communication; 
and are an absolute and imiq'tntlmi body, with legislative 
authority — provided as aforesaid, that the grand masonic 
constitution be never violated, nor any of the old land- 
marks removed." 

" Here," in the language of one who has written on 
this subject, " without any reference to tlie government 
of the United Status, or to any other government, every 
grand lodge claims to he an 'absolute and independent 
body, with legislative authority and inherent power' to 
make what laws they please for their own particular 
benefit and for the 2"od of masonry, (not for the good of 
mankind,) in general." 

Masonic language ami masnnic legislation, then, as- 
same as 1j iurl l |H(:roL':ilii"e~. and as indeni.-inli.nl authority, 
as any government on earth ; and will cope with the 
spirit and diction of the United Colonies, when they de- 
clared themselves " free and independent States," But, 
the good judgment of every intolliirem citizen must (each 
him, that it can bo neither for the interest nor the safety 
of this republic, to have an independent and increasing 
power, springing up within our own territories; making 
laws for itself; assuming the prerogative to punish with 
death, or otherwise, offences of its own creating ; and 
holding itself amenable to no legislature or executive in 
the United Slates. It is on this very principle, that the 
Executive of the United Slates has refused to protect 
some ol' our Indian tribes. Jj-.i 1. if the Indiana, in a small 
local territory, are not to be countenanced in " creating 
an independent government;" how can it be consistent 
to connive at the tzislence and growth of a power which 
has defied " the world in arms," in the very heart of our 
country, and whose members are scattered over the whole 

All..' I.- I . . .1 ..I i lin h li - . Ill' I .III f- I.ilil-; [ i |lic ri..|. 

sonic institution, is, (7s mdiiiutrd and unrestricted funds. 

Our legislatures, in framing the charters of corporate 
bodies, have wiseh provided, that the funds of such bodies 
shall be devoted to specific objects, and shall never ex- 
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ceed a certain amount. They have done Ihis, on the 
principle, that unlimited and unrestricted fund?, in the 
hands of any class of people, are always dangerous, 
Wealth is power. It is of vast importance therefore, that 
funds, in the hands of corporate bodies, by limited and 
restricted by civil law. Otherwise they- may, at the eon- 
Iroi of ambitious and unprincipled men, prove a most 
powerful engine against the Stare, or he devoted to put- 
poses subversive id' the public good. Hut, to whin limita- 
tion or restriction are the funds of the masonic ttiUi'mitv 
subjected ? or what support do they lend to civil govern- 
ment '. The members of tins society may areitmulaie hun- 
dreds of thousands, in secret, subjected to no tax and 
responsible to no civil power. Who knows ai -o. the 



they may he created and managed to the sidwsiln of 
every civil government on earth. 

It » no less obvious to us, that the masonic institution 
practises the foulest xw position. It ptvnW, indeed, to 
he an institution of science, cfiarifi;, and moral virtue. 
But, examining the first principles of the institution as 
they hare been developed in hundreds of instances,' we 
cannot but he surprised and shocked, at the gross tVaml 
and extortion which it has practised noon our u>utw men 
It would be easy to adduce examples in demonstration of 
this truth ; hut as the secret rites of Freemasonry have all 
been laid before the public, we would urge every citizen 
to examine for himself. 

The immorality of Freemasonry, is another thing, to 
which we would inwte the attention ofthe public. Every 
man of principle, intelligence and refaction, must admit 
■that the stability of our government, and ihe security of 



i great measure, de- 



pend upon the prevalence of sound morality. „„, 
■cannot think, that the secret rites and obligations of Free- 
masonry, am, in any degree, calculated to enforce the 
d m ral virtue. On the contrary, we have the 
strongest eonvmlion, that they tend to harden the heart 
stupify (he conscience, and to eradicate everv degree of 
moral sensibility. The frequency and barbarous lan- 
guage, with winch oatks are administered, in this institu- 
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tion, and the inhuman penalties, with which they are 
sanctioned, must naturally lead moral beings to trifle with 
the oaih of God, imposed by civil authority. The inde- 
cent and ridiculous ceremonies of initiation, intermingled 
with prayer and reading the scriptures, must tend directly 
to turn sacred things into contempt. The awful familiar- 
ity with which the name, titles, attributes, and word, of 
the Deity, are used, as " pass words ;" the profane and 
farcical representation of " the burning bush," the ark 
of God, the pot of manna, and the rod of Aaron ; we 
think can amount to nothing less than blasphemy. In 
short, all the ceremonies and appendages of the masonic 
institution, from the first to the forty-third degree, we 
consider directly calculated, and most artfully contrived, 
to lead on, step by step, into blank Atheism. We fear 
not to appeal to any unprejudiced minds who will examine 
these degrees, as they have been disclosed by Bernard 
and others ; and to affirm, without the least apprehension 
of being contradicted, that the whole system is directly 
calculated to overturn every religion, and every civil gov- 
ernment on earth. This object is fully disclosed by the 
" Kni«ht Adept of the Eagle or Sun." After explaining 
masonic symbols, in the preceding degrees, as secretly, 
though realty, levelled against the first principles of every 
exislinu religion arid government, the " Grand Master, or 
Thrice Puissant," addresses the candidate in the following 
words : " Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight 
against and destroy, before you can come to the know- 
ledge of the true good and sovereign happiness ! Behold 
this monster which you must conquer— a serpent which 
we detest as an idol that is adored by the idiot and vulgar 
under the name of religion." 

In looking at the principles of Freemasonry, we are 
constrained to believe, that it subverts the administration 
of justice. This is the natural tendency of masonic 
oaths; as will appear from the following extracts. To 
aid a brother, and keep his secrets, the master mason 
binds himself explicitly. " Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that I will not give the grand hailing sign of 
distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of 
the craft, when at work ; and should I ever see that sign 
given, or the word accompanying it, and the person who 
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gave it appearing to be in distress, I will fly to his relief 
at the risk of my life, should there he a greater proba- 
bility of saving his life than of losing my own." " Fur- 



" the truth, the whole truth, and nothing bat the truth," 
when called to uglify against a brother in a court of jus- 
tice, especially when lie saw from that brother " the 
grand hailing sign of distress*" But, Iel us hear the 
Royal Arch mason. " Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear, that 1 will aid and assist a companion Roval ,"uch 
mason, when engaged in any difficulty ; and espouse .his 
cause so far as to extricate him from the same, if in my 
power, whether he be right or wrong. Furthermore, do 
I promise and swear, that a companion Royal Arch ma- 



il mason, jf.'csK'n-fed in Ihni-ation with one of the frater- 
nity, he is willing his cause should be submitted to a 
jury, bound under no less, penalty, than to have each his 
" skull smote off," that they will aid and assist their " com- 
panion, when engager! in aoy difficulty, and espouse bis 
cause, so far as to oxtiicate him from the same, whether 
he be right or m-oiig - ? " If the jurors have any regard to 
the masonic oath, will they not feci bound to render a 
verdict in favor of their brother or companion, whether 
just or unjust I This is no more than a fair and literal 
expression of the Royal Arch obligation ; and we have 

sonic usTit andwh^r^mrjriiv has W.vl been' eslab! [sh- 
in view of the public, that the cause of justice has been 
thwarted repeatedly through I he inJhionco of masonic, 
oaths. 

Freemasonry tmih to defeat the design if the. civil law, 
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and to paratize the arm of justice in the- punishment of 

Freemasons are lint only sworn to keep their brother's 
secreis, and to defend and espouse his ca^se, whether 
right or wrong, but to warn hitn of approaching danger, 
raid, if possible, effect his escape. The force of such ob- 
ligations, regarded by ihe brotherhood, must afford a 
britad cr>v<nng lor (he blackest crimes, and lay tlie foun- 
dation for many a villain to elude the stroke of justice, 
in demonstration of this fact, we appeal to the Miibc.in 
conspiracy. The success and facility, with which many, 
eug:.^cd in that barbarous transaction, bine insulted and 
set at defiance the majesty of the civil law, afford melan- 
choly proof, that masonic obligations are but too well 
observed. It affords an affecting illustration of those 
unhallowed words, to keep a companion's secrets, in all 
cases whatsoever, and to espouse his cause, and grant him 
aid "in any difficulty so far as to extricate him from the 
same, whether he be right or wrong." It cannot be de- 
tiied, nor ought. So be conceded, thai whole lodges, chap- 
ters and encampments, and even the Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter of one of the States, have been prompt to 
relieve their criminal brethren and companions in dis- 
tress ; and have not hesitated to bestow of their funds, to 
thwart the exertions, and paralizc the effects of the civil 
power. Even those Freemasons, who have been con- 
victed of the foulest crimes against the laws of their 
country, have had their prisons turned to palaces, their 
hearts cheered with every desirable luxury, and are stil! 
owned by the fraternity, as trusty companions and worthy 
brothers. It is indeed, mockery, and adding insult to 
injury, for any to pretend, in the face of these " stubborn 
facts," that Freemasons do not mean to shield one another 
from the arm of the civil law. 

It is an alarming consideration that the public press has 
been so much under the control of masonic influence. A 
free press may be considered the very bulwark of our 
civil and religions liberties. Who are our sentinels and 
watchmen, but those who manage the public press ? But 
our edilors, with a few honorable exceptions, relative to 
this subject, have been, as it appears to us, unreasonably 
reserved. Bating a few, who have been continually 
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chanting the praises of Freemasonry, and pouring forth 
abuse and Bill nitrate on all who dare oppose ; and here 
and there a champion for the trnlh, who had the temerity, 
in opposition to masonic threats and masonic corruption, 
to sound the alarm, and tell aloud the tale of wo, which 
had yet scarce beon whispered to the western zephyr; 
almost the whole corps seemed to he mute with astonish- 
ment. Masonic bribery hud almost effectually poisoned 
all our streams of public information. No one could 
know the truth ; no one could tell what to believe. Were 
it not for the anti-masonic presses, which li;ive sprung up, 
almost simultaneously, iike here and there a star to *' glit- 
ter upon the mantle of night;" our political horizon 
would still have been left in worse than Egyptian dark- 
ness. But from the demonstration we have had of 
masonic control over the public press, a free people have 
reason to he jealous, and take the alarm. If the fountains 
of intelligence must either be stopped, or corrupted, by a 
powerful, secret combination, we may as well, barter away 
our birthright for a mess of pottage, or sell our liberties 
at auction, like the Roman empire, despoiled of its 
strength, opulence and glory. 

We cannot but learn, with serious apprehensions for 
our dearest rights, t/tr artful and insi/lious measures, %oith 
which Freemasons have been thrust into offices of power 

perhaps, one eightl n wc hall 

find more than seven eighths of the offices in possession 
of the brotherhood. Where, fellow citizens, will you 
find a public key, of any considerable importance, lhat is 
not in the hands of a mason 1 Where will you find an 
important public office, of any considerable lucrative en- 
couragement, that is not filled by a mason? We are 
sure, that the disparity in official appointments, as divided 
between Freemasons and other classes of our fellow citi- 
zens, is so great, that it could not have been the result of 
accident. Whoever will examine this part of the subject, 
will find that facts speak for themselves, and that their 
testimony is irresistible. 

Now, although we would not deny lo Freemasons, as 
men, in common with others, any right, prerogative or 
perquisite, of civil community, to which talents and in- 
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tegrity may justly entitle them ; yet we are constrained 
to consider any secret or clandestine measures, which 
thev take to thrust their own members into office, as 
ahi^eili-r a usurpation ; and such an one a3 is directly 
calculated to subvert the very first principles of our con- 
federate republic. 

We do not foci ourselves at liberty to conclude this 
document, without urging our fellow citizens to reflect 
upon the asvial imju-cculiuits of Freemasonry. These are 
so numerous, that we could riot give a full view of their 
horrid ami blasphemous import, without transcribing a 
very considerable part of every masonic "obligation." 
We will select, as an example only the following, from 
one of the Knight's degrees, in receiving Ins libation 
from a human skull, the candidate swears, " May this 
libation appear as a witness against me, both here and 
hereafter, — uid as the sins of the world were laid upon 
the head of the Saviour, so may ail the sins committed by 
the' person whose skid! this was, be heaped u[>on my 
head, in addition to my own, should I ever knowingly 
or wilfully violate or transgress any obligation that 1 
have heretofore taken, take at this time, or shall, at any 
future period, take in relatioFi to any degree of masonry, 
or order oi knighthood." Upon such imprecations as 
these, let every citizen make his own comment. 

We also feel it our duty, though with great reluctance, 
to advert to the malignant and (u-.rsmilhtq ajiirit, incul- 
cated Sa some of the first principles of Freemasonry, and 
which has been too faithfully carried into effect against 
all those, who have had tho temerity to transgress her 
■secret and mysterious laws. Take, a? an example, an 
extract from an obligation administered to the Thrice Il- 
lustrious Knight of the Ked Cross. " You further swear, 
that should you know another to violate any essential 
point of th;s obligation, yon will use your most decided 
endeavors, by the" blessing of God, to bring such person 
to the strictest and must t.ornlijn punishment, agreeably 
to the rates and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; 
and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy 
vaiiahoiM ; by opposing bis interest, by deranginy his 
business, by transferring his character after him wherever 
he may go, and exposing him to the contempt of the 
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whole fraternity and the work!, but of our illustrious or- 
der more especially, during his whole natural life," Here 
ioo, let our fellow citizens judge, whether such a spirit 
as this, enforced by a sanguhtary lair, becomes a " hand- 
maid of religion," or of an institution professing; to incul- 
cate the first principles of " charity," " universal philan- 
thropy," and sound " morality. " As it respects oiuseHes 
we are fully satisfied, that such obligations as the above 
will account for the scandal and reproach, which without 
discrimination, have been heaped upon all those who have 
burst the bonds of the masonic institution, and borne tes- 
i unst its secret principles of iniquity. 

There are several olher topics, relative to this subject, 
winch we think deserve the tenons consideration of oor 
fellow citizens ; but this protracted address musi come to 
a close, and leave much unsaid, which we could wish to 
have discussed. We cannot, however, sum up what we 
have already suggested, and what we might still desire to 
by before the citizens of this Commonwealth, in more 
appropriate language, than that of the Le Roy Convention, 
in their anti-masonic declaration of independence. 

" That it (the masonic institution) is opposed to the 
genius and design of this government, the spirit and 
precepts of our holy religion, and the welfare of society 
generally, wilt appear from the following considerations': 
^ " It exercises jurisdiction over Ihe persons and lives of 

It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its mem- 
bers for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other 

" It requires the concealment of crime, and protects 
the guilty from punishment. 

" It encourages the commission of crime, by affording 
to the guilty facilities of escape. 

" It affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing 
to form plans against government, and the lives and char- 
acters of individuals. 

" It assumes titles and dignities incompatible with a 
republican form of government, and enjoins an obedienca 
to them derogatory to republican principles. 

" It destroys all principles of equality, by bestowing 
21 
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favors on ils own members, lo the exclusion of others 
equally meritorious and deserving. 

" It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
support the interests of ils members, in preference to others 
of equal qualifications. 

" It blasphemes the name, and attempts a personifica- 
tion of the great Jehovah. 

" It prostitutes the sacred scriptures to unholy pur- 
poses, to subserve its own secular and trilling concerns. 

" It weakens the sanctions of morality and religion, by 
the multiplication of profane oaths, and an immoral fa- 

" It destroys a veneration for religion and religious 
ordinances, by the profane use of religious forms. 

" It substitutes the se!f-rii;bleousness and ceremonies 
of masonry tor the vital religion and ordinances of the 
gospel. 

" It promotes habits of idleness and intemperance, by 
its members neglecting their business to attend its meet- 
ings and drink ils libations. 

" It accumulates funds at the expense of indigent per- 
sons, and to the distress of their families, too often to be 
dissipated in riming and pleasure, and its senseless cere- 
monies and exhibitions. 

" It contracts the sympathies of the human heart for 
all the unfortunate, by confining its charities to its own 
members; and promotes the interests of a few at the ex- 
pense of the many. 

" An institution thus fraught with so many and great 
evils, is dangerous to our government and ihe safety of 
our citizens, and is unlit to exist among a free people: 
We, therefore, believing it a duty we owe to God, our 
country, and to posterity, resob e to expose its mystery, 
wickedness and tendency, to public view— and we exhort 
all citizens, who have a love of country and a veneration 
for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, arid a regard for 
the welfare of mankind, to aid us in the cause which we 
have espoused." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HOSES THACHER, Per Order. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted by the Massucfa/stfls AiUi-mtnonic Conwittiint, 

Resolved, That all Societies should bo open and ame- 
nable to the public, and that the existence of any Asso- 
ciation whose objects, principles and measures are secret 
and concealed, is hostile to the spirit of our bee institu- 

Resohed, That the disclosures of Freemasonry made 
by Win. Morgan, by (he Le Roy Convention, and by El- 
dor Bernard and others, show the system to be selfish, 
revengeful and impious, aud us oaths to he dangerous, to 
our private mhrs and our public interests. 

Resolved, That there is evidence before this Conven- 
tion that Royal Air.h Free masons, impelled by a sense 
of their masonic obligations, have robbed their country 
of the services of a free citizen, that the institution re- 
tains within its bosom the men who have done this vio- 
lence, and tbat the grand lodge of New York has con- 
tributed of its funds to pay the expenses of the same, 
and that chapters and subordinate lodges have also ap- 
propriated liberally of their goods to support the perpetra- 
tors of kidnapping and aUtgt.il murder. 

Resolved, That the system is one and indivisible, 
whether consisting f three degrees or fifty ; tbat it is' 
erected on the same foundation, constructed in the same 
form, inhabited by the same spirit, and governed by the 
same laws ; that the acts of exalted Freemasons, and of 
lodges and chapters in one State, are the responsible acts 
of the whole system in the United States, and that it is 
proper to make Freemasonry answer for the conduct of 
its constituted authorities wherever they are situated. 

Resnhed, That in view of the premises we respectfully 
request the grand fraternities of Freemasons in the State 
of Massachusetts, to dtefeHntcship the grand lodge, the 
grand chapter, and the grand encampment of the State of 
New York, which hold in their masonic embrace the per- 
petrators of the violence upon William Morgan, and 
either to deny the truth of the above named disclosures, 
or to renounce the system, and the oaths of Freemasonry, 
which have been palmed upon the honest Freemasons of 
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the present generation as tlie favorite work of the wise 
king Solomon, and of their tutelar, St. John. 

llesolecd. Thai the Anti-masonic State Committee be 
directed to furnish each one of the grand officers of the 
grand lodge, and the grand chapter, and the grand en- 
campment, and the grand council of the Freemasons in 
this State wiih a copy of these Resolutions, particularly 
ursins this our earnest request, and that when this Con- 
vention adjourns, it be to some day convenient to receive 
their answer, in the hope that the wisdom of their reply 
will relieve the public- mind of any anxiety respecting the 
'institution of Speculative Freemasonry. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the 
oaths imposed by Freemasonry are in a very high degree 
profane, and entirely destitute of any moral oblinauon, 
or legal binding force. 

Resolved, That thr.re. is evidence of an intimate con- 
nexion between the higher orders of Freemasonry and 
French Illuminjsm. 
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Extract from the Renunciation of the Rett. David Ber- 
nard, of Wan ate, O'eacsce Co. N. Y. 



Imiilile io m.iU ei-ory lliini; apwar ,■!,«„• [t, ( fl! n," a= respects 
™'""^ I b«i: jnii-iic! in l-,i, vi r bavin- ,n:r. itmidi ■.[,<■! ii- l> ( . r . 
n.a.iHnv. lli.'t I liavo not i!o» r it l.L-r.rm. But it i, i,cc,iu^ i,.y !,iv(h- 
rvii virul fii.-rii^ a>lii-ed | ML . [n [.(i!,! -!■;!. k. C ;,ii-i-! 1 .^ii-i^iu,.,] (r , 
slitnvmy .n.'tme-;. Cat nil il„i,- .I,.,,!.-.)-, am! h.dii-l, it.ut-iiiruuiDtt- 
•■""lil v.m t..vL-:-:!ii-.i'.v It.e. tlion-li I remained siieul : And '',.[;!;< ; )L . 

" ■ "i " ! y Master, 1 lime been enabled to pursue ™eh a 

roui-e as Ihi. nice :■.-,;,[ Ill,: approl:ai Inn ami IH!im>liip of !),:■ ,-hlirc!]- 
ca, the answer ul a good conscience, and the approving smiles of my 

It may not he amiss hers (o observe, that I have taken ten de- 
I 11 c > 
■ in. i- in, in.' i,. 

doubt, why the fraternity have been so inveterate^ gain"! lit™' 

Now to the point, respecting my leaving the institution. Five 
weeks before the abduction oi" Moi-an, ! heard that ho was writing 
masonry. My informant was a Baptist minister of Ligh standing 
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and ahish mason. He declared to roc, that a greater piece of de- 
pravity he had never heard of; and furthermore, said repeatedly, 
that " he was willing to he one to put Morgan out of the way." He 
said that "Hod looked upon the institution with such complacency, 
he would never [.ring the perpetrators to light," and attemptedto 
iwtify (he deed from the scriptures. He also informed me that 
there had been a meeting of the masons at Batavii. and Stafford. 
The above exprcssim s 1 hi.ih.Sv disapproved oi at the time, ami tout 
him that if Morgan had ione wrong, we should not. the above I 
is*. wilSin? to he ounlifie 1 I ' «! ' ; ' 111 1 I el 
From v.iiai i ioamed fnim ll.f. aV.ovc-rerVdcinan, ana other?. I had 
no doubt some measures would be taken to stop the printing of ma- 
sonry, hut did not helieve the masons would be so abominably wick- 
ed ami &'--u,:i to mii Morgan death. 

When I was a' the i':.^ . 'I'i'-i !i»!e J troiu ihiiavia, ! heard masfir.s oi 

m , r „ ii . I 1 i 'ill ir.ct.ol lucli which was 

several weeks before he was taken olf. On mv wav home, I saw- 
Elder John G. Stearns, and ho presented me one of his books on 
....... . ,,, v . . i.!,.-.h.,:! Wl„-n 1 reaehed home I read the work 

I ,11 1 the b ok t n 
purchased it. I learned alio, that Morfian *vas (a-teu 
oil and ni-o'hably pur ii, .hath i b< 
upon the subject, and t! 
■ ■■■ mi >ul " 

,' ■,■ 1 . 1 ■' ■ ■■' ■ ' i ■ '■ 

of the institution with masons, and others. About this time a special 
meeting of the lodge was called in Covington, whu h I aiteoi'eil, and 

, . :., .ms dulv corned and the subject of the abduction 

i. . .'. . ,.. : . ,■ , . i dc.rHe.div disapproved it, and advised (he 
ioiVc l" the same. Hut insifarl oi" a i 1 ending 10 my a:Mee, they 
t I 111 1 I 

..... .... i,, i mi ■ .dl i,l 11 to the worthy 

Li I 1 

saw what I call a manifest approbation of the Morgan outrage, in 
most of the members and il «a? a lull merlin?. At this meeting 



shamefully. Here I did not know what to do; J rather thought 
there would be warm work, I therefore kept perfectly cool, as I can 
abundantly prove, and nothing passed my lips but what I am willing 
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should be repeated a thousand times. I then and there declared 
some of my then principal objections to Freemasonry They were 
run removed. 1 finally told tliein to /ake their own course, such 
were my views, and if they chose they could expel me. It has' been 



i good letter 
Le Roy, 1st 

hope i may 
the public. 

WarsawTl 
yt was the 



<e Free, 



iite the 
ed, hell 
le publie 



Having the roil shly investigated it.? mrcmonics. in oalhs, and its 
pnii! ijili-i, as in the light of eternity, I feel full 
these ulalemrm,-. The condition on which (lio oaths aro lakvi. 
their evil tendency, being opposed to the glory of God ami tbo best 
interests of mini, linger iliom f.:r from bcim; binding 

[ solemnly renounce all fealty to masonry, and do most earnestly 
beseech my brethren in Christ Jesus, of every name to come out 
and hear unequivocal iciimeny a^in.t it. T hb,k : b i!,i-ik. ' ( ! (iar 
al 

souls will be lost forever, unless they return and repent, but thai (he 
name oj the precious Jesus is rsjected, your Saviour, your precious 

sue! ai.ouii„e MiVMur-ii.cn aiv.iy i.b,i came of conr Mce.-iiry..- Re- 

oecmc.i i.iii.ue. 1 - hands of tlie w[<di,;ii M„mi ;he Al- 

mt K hty God dishonored ' And 0, let me entreat you in the mercy 
and bowels of Jesus Christ, to reflect I hat you have to answer for 
the blood of those who shall hud also, when it shall be forever too 
late, that m.isonry is not a Saviour ! And while I entreat you, let me 
warn the wicked. O wicked man, thou shalt surely die— your housa 
Kind,-., rains, and fined? of .WiovaiiV wrath 
will soon beat upon your naked soul in one eternal storm ! Though 
you may espect to mount up as the eagle on your boasted god, you 
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will find that the Almighty will dash you to pieces like a potters ves- 
el He warned then i'- v isr ari'I (Ire from masonry— flue from Ilia 
wrath to come-flee to the gushing rfdo of Josus, whose blood you 
are ever trampling under your feel. He ca;i if c >ou, loi lit 1. mer- 
ciful— he can save yuu, for he is Almighty. Farewell, dear sinner ; 

if vmt cl»».)<t, 

Kecdller! wli'-ll 1 i>r.:V Ifi my !.i;HI ilwiy-i ifiri^iune! yul. Ilioua.I 
yon luise me. I 

yi.ni kill my ln'fly.yon i-annoc kill my sou] I ni' ■■■<''>' 11 °" 1 a " 
your machinations, and will in the blood of (.1111-, liiump.i loiemr. 

Fariwdl, d.v.r sinners: Hut ire shall meet again, when the last 
tni : .-,p shall sound «i: slull 

day, we shall meet and hear our final doom, we shall receive our 
evfTh«tin»- rr.rt-iiirl-->.i:isfjr,iy then, anil its adherents wnl eternally 
P^h, while Christ- »d hi, people «»' BERNARD . 



Renunciation of Jlcv. Joshua Bratlky, Principal of 
Koik Spring Seminary, Illinois. 
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morality, charily and brotherly love. An< 



were trampling itpon 
PVm-llii^ ,u>:-!!,'y n! 

the king of Great Brit 



■ im'i.i.l,!, 



inlice to ti 

■■ roH-itltr mL . ■idv.mc- 
md the regions ofpos- 
archLVes and read for 
nil,, l.o,!^ fI( W( „, 



ri'.-!( ( ,Si..!i.,h ll \ H:'l!.,i!,i! there ,l«t,.,l „[!i r . 
ry to the laws of the Grand Lodge and all usages among mas, 
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class of mankind under the influe 
held by them, and about three 

than $9013 for charters, and kept 



fraodu! 

tn 




Ulair, tcid waked tip a lniHt of new, teamed and scruiiiimrip! enemies, 
who were pcmdridimj; every re-lion aro.iml them, and >emi )f ; every 



standing and holding offices of Rreat rc?pon=ihiliiv in our national 
govermnent. This i!ho,>m--e v.w approved and published, Some of 

mv remaps a ff am<d anti-m.^mie !>c -mances and exertion-, pit 

forth against this mystic sor.ie.y, 1 now detest. For so™ months I 
stood prepared to meet their advance upon tin: [Vatermly, -pr-'-aom™ 
over the vast vallov of the Mi~-i--i ppi . I idmosl dime to a determi- 
nation to send some of my vsuivh to he published in your region hilt 
my di-tanee from the seal of opposition, arid my knuwb'd^e oi men 
in the order of groater ability and enidiikm than myself, who resided 
in the midst of the contest, prevented mf. I iundly hoped ihat 
some would enter the field and come off triumphant. None have 
yet appeared sufficiently clothed in truth, to overthrow the two posi- 
tions above mentioned, and I am now fully persuaded that they am 
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who are Mill it 
with riiy form. 
i:ijoii^ llu'iii. 



JOSHUA BRADLEY. 



Renunciation of Ken. Mr. Mann, of Snfidd, Con. 



1 , 

'it io re Trdlo it Xtbenaii (h i "-' pol ' , - !, " f ' r - i ' v, ' r >" 

CiH.il.:..... ^,,,,,1,1 h,, i !,. „■;.-;, ,;„(. ,.,-, !1 , l j',., 1 ,[„., i i,, X<-,U,rr on 

■'■"I'Uifioh ivlir.:, Li- r.iiM.tiv , ;„ 

.> - u^|i..-iliot., onil n ? ,, m .i| „.!, l( .|, p,,,, ,,!.,, rl , : .j.,j 011 |,.,. a! , ;lv ,,.| i,^.^ 

(.Id. !>■,,), Illir,,,,,.,,:,,, ,.i,,.,..v. Wl . j i ,i h h • jo nlisiudffE. 

■ " lhl - : f'Hli of (ill:-. I Imv... m.lixivui'ol ib,- 5!r „ !(; ,i to 

c\ajiii!L L . -i-i iun.ly .,!,,! 1 1 . ! [. I ■ ■i- t!n- ii.i.iir.r ,u„i Irn.vncv of I-'icma- 
'-'"vv. Mil: ]'.!.- ii I [ ol Ihii ^innin.iii.,,,, 1 row ,. om „,. llli( . : „„ mil j oril 



' 1 tion in my ,mtive town, and was 

raised to Ide desree ol Master b.|..,h a ve; , r a f u .,. compk'tiita 

my course of education at College ; and some time previous to m? 
MtUement in the ministry I was advanced to the degree of Mark 
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of particular I nil I ^ 
attendance on (he ineofmss ol the I'Vaiumty have beon discontinued 

i,., ij., v l;va year-, and alwavshtive hcr'H limited priueioally to 

imblic i" - .. oe.asiaii-. The rea-ajn i>l' this 5 ■ = ■ l-u ii.it ! have 
not been fully sali'fied with the institution, and have a.ai-e.l (hat all 

It is nofray design in this communication to rail against an insti- 
tution with which I have lim-f bfosl coiirti-tti-^. nor (o divulge its 
secrets, nor to criminate any of it- UK rs. M..ny of them 1 es- 
teem ami love as jo nil eiti/c n--, in! -nnd Ch-Uli my Nor ;nn I sen- 

..■!>•■ ■:, .. '.. d-.iin-: 1 1. 1 . i actnaied by any sel;i-b natives. I am 

aware that l.v liikiii- iijis -top. I shall wound (tie lei uniis "1' some, 

and, perhaps' escito Hie iil will and severe iq" dies oi o'ber;. 

The latter I shall endeavor to forgive, anil by die fanner I shall Lope 
to be forniven. 

Having exjiidisct with =,mf decree (if afkmtian tie.' na'tnv of 

■ i , I I timlul it- I i \ I ' i II 'I la 
fearful lommeiK no i(- orim-i : 1 cio no bniiier, iviih a idem con- 
science, lelai ,v ci e\i,>ri with tin: in-da .:■ i-a. :>;, I da hu-e.;y 

deebie mv secession ! if. TIjc reasons uhi, h bnonene toe to 

this step, are (In; same which ii ivo been mui i.^.tti c o.l bv others who 
have, taken (he same course, i Live I ana fe..rcd that rreeu.i-oiny 
h.nl a slum- iemleocv u> Deism. Ia'oo in Ibe iaa.si.-ri I.e..: f.irtas oi 
prayer, we "rarely find ar.v ivea-eitioo of r c i ■ Saviour. K is nat an 

answer to this objection 10 say,' thai this io.-tii.uti -xtsteJ before 

the matdfesnilioniif l.iii'st in human rmiuie. It is as vain (0 chal- 
lenge far rnasonry 1 carat ,ioiii|ialv. as ii i- bullion- tn elaiin for it an 
oqm.li'v 111 ooiot of cicebeiae, with Christianity it -i ll". It decs not 
admit of a d'ouhl (bat in oii-in i- (0 bo placed in I) i". I-"'" (iia.:s. Al- 
ol the gospel are interwoven wi(!i its form 



est*!' UHLier l \li« J Mi^U which* in any place, 

have at lei 1. 1 e.l 

money, which micjK and oneht !o have be, ti employed lor better 
purposes, And i'mtiiei nunc, it interlines materially Willi iloliii site 
religious duties. . 

Without declaring the institution a doivnriiiht imposition in all its 
parts, I confer, thai I wi. ^rca'iy (lisir-ooioti-.l at c-,i-vy step oi ad- 
\anoemen1 tie. int-h i's desr/c-c, its lo (ho be.oeul to bo dciiied irum 
it. ( doubt nal, 1h.1t lniov a man has frit 1 1 - : 1 - . I i ■ " ■ 1 an.! cnuscuuice- 
smitten when lie h,i = appeared lo bo satisfied with a ihitie: of such 
inanity. The moral precepts which are to be feuttid an. u-c its in- 
ttroot'ioos, n.av bo indi bo((er learned limn the gospel itself. As to 
the union which it is said to form 1111:015 men. il may be observed, 
that the religion of Jesus effects Ihe most important and lastinc union 
among good men which can lie formed on earth , and, as in had men, 
to bind them together by solemn oaths in secret societies to stand 
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by, and defend, and promote each other, must be regarded as a dan- 
gerous procedure, both in relation to church and aisle. 

The recent disclosure of fids made to (he legislature of New 



ci lies of our 

But, Sir, permit me to add an objection, winch, a little while ago, 
I could not have supposed would ever exist against an iiisimition 
which pni.csses in It (omul.- molality and benevolence. It 

IS stained Willi the blood of lln- innocent, li has perpetrated mur- 
der in the mot (!'il!-.im-ini- mill horrid manner, ll has 11:1 mpk-,-1 (|, U i 
on the laws, of Clod ami mart, ll lias set at defiance nil nuihority, 
-iwl e uery principle of humanity. The evidence is overwhelm- 

' ' ' ' at which rho iii<|„i-i :ion it-elf 
... I by masons ; and they have been 



J feel, that 1 cannot free my garments from the blood of ihe mur- 
dered, if I roniLlenaiicc or uphrihl nn institution which has com nut- 
ted such deeds. Docs not the hlood of the martyr of Batavia cry 
to heaven for the vengeance of Him who lialh said, Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay ? Do not the cries of Hie widow and (iio or- 
phan ascend to the ear of Him who styles himself, the Judge of the 
fatherless and the widow > Against whom is this cry uttered > Not 
•■ rely against those whose hands hai c laid hold oil viol. ■nee • hot, 
1 ■ S llm-e, ilso, who urn I. to sustain a. society wbic!. is guilty 

It does not salisfy my conscience 
do, that wc disapproved of the viole 
pursued. The question I have to ask is this ;— wore the proceed- 
ings acdnst Morgan in accordance wiih masonry or not? If (hey 
were, how can any of the frat-niiiy lie free from llu> implicalion of 
murder, in a moral sense, wbu continue to uphold and favor such an 
institution > Under such circunislances, is not the maintenance of 
'■ ' em , .1 !!ie '.■■>■ |, ■ ,. ■ liji-i 

If the members of Congress were to make laws, encouraging pira- 
cy and murder, would not they, and all who should approve of such 
enactments, and maintain them, be implicated in all the crimes widen 
should be committed in consequence of them ? 

Will it he said at this lale day, that perhaps Morgan is not dead? 
Then let him be produced. Lei us see him ;— let us embrace him ; 
let us give him back to the bosom of his broken- hearted wire and 
ii Let us restore him to our country, and thus 
wipe away the foul stigma which has been brought upon it by the 
outrage committed against its laws, and the setting at defiance of its 

Does it not become professing Christians and ministers of the 
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v ti i i v 'ii, H 1 t ' 1 L ly 

«V»c '■ v'i 1 ve 'iivci! ih-iiii"li faith, am! that mil ot v tumidves. it is 
Thi.' ..;'!■:<■:,! *■:.) iMiin'osu ciime i:nm (tie r.itimr but by Jesus 

( | lr j^ i ,.| i r . n 1 ■■ r ■, r E'h' Itr/t-'Vi:'/!,/ tiiid by 1h.: ivl'i:! i>t (iod, and 

liv ii- -iL'.' -'i (('lit- o'ii ir,.-.i;J- iiin'i L-Iilisjiiii; "and. ihi-ii, le! the decia- 
ion on iiTim-ii'si l.f Liven in view r-f it-.t' !r,in-,.t-iinii~ of ilm day. 
when Go..; ftMil lirins' evL'rv wmi i.'ti'j..S into judgment whether it 
be good or wilder it bo «iL ^ 

Su#!e Id, Ocf. 9, 1829. 



Renunciation of John R. Sfulford. 

In maWinc tile followina statement of mv view? ami disclosures on 
,. .iilifrf ol SMfeiil.iHV" Freeiiij.mnfy. 1 not cfni?cirj>u of htini; 
>v ;.r,-;',l S.v ii n v motives except a desire to discharge my duty as a 
L-n,l,cr efrkii ■ccii iv, mil" <■■! clmidi o! Je?n. Cluist, and also 
p-nnov the fiiixc .if tui'.li .I'nl jii'ficn in our social relations ; but 
wr . ]| ji.,-. ,. ; „n e ,,f n 'iniii ;iiid imdrliled ff.S^.'nm, a- n i< tuusht in 
i; lrvMi^ oracles of God, million Hit- oiimr.t Uiixturej til human 



" 1 iiiinvVl WiiippflV.y lor 

rad Wok the first three degrees of masonry, iind coi 

' \ u ' " 1 ill i I i 1 , I foe! it my duty 

pnhlicly, and forever Lo vtnuuiice the order of Freemasonry, ate as 

'''TiuVilif hiiin ii'U'- of fiiiisonrv tr.otiliTaie neither religion, morality, 
truth nor imtirc but the eimiimv ;,f all t:ii'fe. v. inch I have both 
...i,...,,,, 1. V.'iii:- I cdntiinicil a lo'Sge-soinj; niem- 
" ,,. ,. t . n ,„],( Irl , ],,. ,i;.j b, !iev,- iluni: iK- -.ir;v better rtliiion 
', n : ',, . ' Til- -'inir il nic ■ : i t i 1 1 In:- an to lou!; at I):-- insiitu- 

il m V 'y\ '■• nuW ic'ahms eve. Siiirfl thai time, 1 have seen and felt 
ii, pernicious influence in many way-!, some ol wbi.h 1 will ite;nUi.m. 

/J^jtesfcnacronif i«rys(ire/«d Iff a mttsontt *Aen#, Wifft on 
express view In prevent an f- 
BI ,d told by tl-o foivrriiin .if that jury, th.il b ; ,d it not been the 
Mseoi a brother that was coining before them, /is rfiould not liave 
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we Iht people i!„jir SLAVES, 
especially the youth, fro;n eniei 
masonry, or any thing f;ood ; thf 
ivickt'Lic-sf, ami [i;iri,!!.i>e t i j j -h 



' the church of Chi 
d will hold myself 



is to enter the judge, 
in a few veal's become 
. Such is its corrupt 

s of masonry, and wit! 
are to then, as far as I 
hon( money and wiilt- 

d of civil soci- 



ton^er bound by 
JOHN 11. MULFORD. 
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Renunciation of Benjamin W. Weeclen. 



Mr. EniTOR,— Permit me, (hrmigii ibe medium of your useful 
paper, Id stale to the world, thai I hereby renounce all connexion 
with the inslilulion of S|ie(>.d.il U e freemasonry. Bulifivm;- h lo ln.t 
an iii-iilmion f:\niiih1. ivi;!i « n kcihirss, and dangerous to tin: iih.rty 

" I°woidd flintier state, that the book Called Morgan's lllust rations 
of Masonry, am! the di-closure. oHim t.c Hov Convention, a? far as 
the seventh de-roe of masonry, are as rear 001 reel as any masop 
i them BENJAMIN W. WEI-DEN, 

Oiite a Royal Jiich Mason. 

Hartland, Vt. March 18, 1829. 



Renunciation of Rev. Levi Chase, of Fall River, Mass. 



1 have belonged (0 the ii. 

1815 Haviii" been at first infatuated with its formal parade 

1 ...ilu,,,,, show, 1 |>r!icccded from lo step mild 1 hail 

taken I'he. three f.i-1 decree-, under i.he f.d-e imprassiou thai it- pre- 
■ chim to divine origin was well founded. Hut the conduct 
I I I I I I 1 me thai i's ceremonies 

■ yr ''i b'.i' iohiiin mockery ami eoii1omp!iide Ii il'.ioi,— whivh induced 
, 1 juv , c < en yc;;i ■ I did uoi aiu-nd a lodge. 

> , , 1 ! ' 

that li-hl ii; rhe ioerei deuces >>mcii w .s naiuiady « :-cted ; but in 



together with the honorary de-roes 

hrJ ,.i;,.j ; .-.-,iu.: I do mm- say mui akin,,, that [he secrets and 
oa.hs oi the lirst throe dc E ieos. a- pnidisheu hy Cap!. \J 1 Irmi Mor- 
gan, in bis -lihiMraU.™ 

Iih im> has been laiien hv ma-ens for ilm- dcvelopm-i iheir secrets , 
and as ills online upon 

''(..( ■ o'.^-.u.-.ms am! pi uicijdcs of tin' instil iinon, every genuine 
niasi ui'j-t approve of il aini u- e hi- iiilluciice 10 screen I He perpe- 
. . , , f, ■ ... ■ . I i ■ ■ i . ■ . . 1 have likewise examined the degrees 

: ' M irk U.i-tev, Past Ma-'.cr, and Most Excellent .Uaslcr, as pub- 
lished iij ihc world ly a Convention of seceding masons held at Le 

[>„, ii'ii M \ !■,■■ .1 10 iio curi-oci—ihe .same 

as were conferred on me. 1 now oiler the following reasons tor 
sce-edimr iron, masons \ 

1st I eon-ider the i.isiiletion of Freemasonry, by clamm.;: to ,.ie 
mvmolv in.lhnlod, places itself in direct hostility to the Chinch 

1 HI n ' Saviour Jesus Christ 

is not named in the first ais degrees ;— and the apostle Paul says, 
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glory of Go 

2.1. Thai 



Wltii 

nun, fa a camhihite a! his admission i<, t | ; .j iihiercnt deuces of ma- 

The question has been a^ki'd by mason-, who wish lo asperse the 
diaraciiTj ot those ivlm ]nvc iii,.:mim.ji! 'ii;„oiirv, - V. Iiv did nut 
tuey renounce it b.dorc :" For one. I will give lliem [be reason 
why I did nut. Th*. masnm,' „,iii= lo^rd ,„ v ton-ue in silmiee- 
licutli, ill alt in horrid s h :i j>c -i .irnl !ii.;!in",il mrins, tt.nnl rl :cj in the 
fiice — 1 cosi.iiiered Mm ii.nliJ Nndi:is,-,' j-jijj t! 1{! si-cue lias changed— 
a new era has conimprn'i-d — f lie masonic swell is ln'okcc— the mystic 

tie is ilis-oln'il, ami niiiiy i\!io h.ue I ii 1 1 ; r r n Vl [ i,n,|,.|- if,,. |nv,',|, r( > 

of masonic oaths ami anathemas, be i'nmri;:-l i'rojn ih-'tr orison 
Yes, ileal- Christian brethren, ('if fatal blow (but took ti e lif- of 
Cant. William Morgan, has rent the ma-onic veil from top to bottom 
i Ih n iy 

tution. P ° etween 1SC ULC >a 1 e masonic inBti - 

1 have not written Ihe above on account of any ill will against the 
masonic liaternily, but from pure motives, null a iio-iie it mi. 'lit bu 
to the declarative glory of God and the good of mankind. 
M M4 >» LEVI CHASE. 



r arhlrcwii to the Editor of tkc Free. Press, Bos- 
ton, by John Wkittkicij, of Nas-8aiem, Conn. 
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edifice, professedly erected by LiOD himself, ana patronized by the 
i tho language ot the 
Hs- i , ■ ' ■■ V ' " ' ■"■ 1 

and trumpets, shall lie heard no noire ai ml ni trite, and no e,a is- 
■nun, u-imtsoevtr craft he be, thall be round any more m tnee, 
and Hit Ir'hl of a r.mdli shall ihine no more ill all in t.iee,Jo> nij 
tho SOU (J LI! I US , rnl „i! notions derived, --for in thee la found 
Ilio BLOUI.) ...r MUlitJAN — 

Oil their ii.Mils in ihdl jjhren/.y, ami ""'I 1 and w.ul. ami uy, Jhi= . 
aljs ! ill. Die downfall oiilnir pi eirmhal am'miil aim mmoia .|e in-h.ii- 
lion ; 1 will apnea, in all il~ lr.ikctl ileloiTiuty : [!i -mantle., ot i-.- tin- 
selled 1- .... .i,,.. - ■ and iii-ii'.i.l ol : " Uoi'lifss to the Lord" being 
wLirenonlliehivad pl.'ii, MYSTERY, BABYLON, will be visi- 
ble- and I would in itsc lan"ua;;e of iii-piintiiin, c-.ill upon ai) s;uod 

^ n S*Ve°nofbeK 

aiuitlm'l.e IJae <:..nimi:imi. \ lioo.I man .-an eoi^i-tmiliy dmy, 
butflial they arc o~.=emially ooiTeel, and il . the oalli n««'- tJie 
forfeit for the icrrst li-an^i'i-^iaii. "lien nothing i; moi e <_l,-a. inar. 
that oo man b.i* a ri-bt tbu- lo harwr away the hie ^ivi'i. 10 In .no! 
GOD i *e nre to el i-eiv.: onr own l.ve^aml thu-e ot oiwk mil 
candidate before receiving lii- oalh i, assured, llnti l. -ha. not ni- 
frki»e on his civil or rem-iuos ii!:-.:"v : hul S«v.v manliest .[ Is Unit siicli 
an cadi doe- ir.iiiuie on h./ii ; limine il is not uiiu)in S , nor will it 
iitiswer lor flui.-ii m., a.at osim'i.ii.y for Clii -.irtr.m mnn.K:,--. hardy 
10 omit attending the loilii-. while they remain silent on t.ns inter- 



..ml ,.t nhoviv. ruayyt,. 
ankind, ho hlest ; and \ 
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Renunciation of Gen. Henry Sewall* communicated in a 
letter to a Clergyman of his acquaintance in New- 
Hampshire. 

Augusta, Me. Jas, 7, 1830. 

Rev. and dear Sir,— In rnmjilkmw with vour reasonable re- 
quest, by letter of (he 1'ith i.ilt. 1 transmit you a sketch of my former 
career in masonry, " ill) my " prcsenf vinvs of ils moral and religious 
cl'iiu-acier, and k^iriii'iilo liiMrin;.: oil iliil and religious institutions/' 
together with my alxiicmioii of ii i e older. Its oisjiosal is confided to 
tlit txorci'-u 'jl yo'ir oi-civu™. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian affection, H. S. 

I was iniri.ifi.-d ah i:it!t red uppi e»tke to iln: masonic rrt^.s in Oc- 
tober, 1757, at Albany, soa.n afc, the eaoture of Burgoyne, being 




I I 1 I ' 

to reco 'IN. ...i. ■ !■ i . ■ was awnsoH. 
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those uerlainini' (o this sublime degree, anil particularly the stale, in- 
i, i i 13 m Abitl and lis 
ioo fabulous to obtain my credence. In- 
deed the fier-iimihun of Hiram in (lie circumstances of liirs burial, ami 
the iir'ilioii- -f': ifl'i his ."rave am! foi iho murderers, actually had 
I 'ji. : ';-.fiiii-.iu-,> of ■ .■.,'Vmii y<i/('f. And on (1 I I \ after y 

i did not l,i ill that scientific "intelligence which they had encouraged 
me to ausicipale. They were somewhat abuam-d ;it my remarks, and 
cmUi.ii ored to quiet me by assurances that I should lie more re con - 
tiled iiv rittfii.liiis; ibe meetings and lectures of the lo,.ge. liy their 
persuasions, admonitions and promises, they quieted me so lar iti.it I 
w cevc c 1 1 .m iij. .ointment of S.-erulary in the Washington Travelling 
J ml c , which v.-.is randituicd in ibe- army ^"if tins time, and con- 
tinued my connexion with it until the pens:,; too!; oiaee ml f.'iS. The 
frequenl 'incomes uf Oiu loco; winch I aliemlcd during this period, 
were merely convivial, ,ervinc u" other jnn[io;e tSiiin to mitigate in 
f (,,.,,. (i„. iiviv.i'nms, and bceuiie tin. 1 cares ami fancies of 1 ho 
f,b|ii>r'OitV' I had seen anions: tin' bioi-osilyoiiics of the lodirf, liie 
(•■..i.u'e uf llie '7lh no'.lciu in Lin;!;.!, but i 'never hcird is ret'errcd 
to' ' r-.-.f did 1 >K'.ir il tiui'-iit in any lesson or lecture, lhat " the sum 
of the square of the leg'.' of this irian^e «■,«■ cijmil U. the stiaare <f 
>• \ sobih'on of any o'her problem 



e.littuiixn ifin^ifi'i" revealed to Ezekset, contains " greater ami 
greater abominations'' ! 

On retiring from the army 1 scilled on Hi I ' 
then a new country, and of course 1 was out oi the sphere ot mason- 
rv. and fur a rim..: ilioiu.nl hllle more of dm -object, it w no! Ions 
however, before mv mind was nowe-lully drawn lo tlie subject ol 
religion ; and bv a studious ami i,r.,vc,!ul ex an boa I, on nl tin; ■■ n.me 
sure word of prophecy," thai trim " Swtit which shines in a, dark 
place " 1 trust 1 was led by the influence of !hi„ toi h.ci rule of faith 

I ;-■ i. !o view speculative in:: "■'■Cry in a 

.i . .1 ...,l I imw considered it widely variant from 

les and radically hoslile to the nature of the gospel. 1(3 

I |o ! „: I:, em c res! i id cd to its own 

I | /)( t ly devoid oi" ihe. gospel, 

its "ha'A assui,;.. hoi! ol tlie hulv I'.ibl-.-, utinsiur.d ami preiios'ermis. 
lis aiv bead. in ,i! ..<-!ened leMS, irreverent and profane. It-: lerms ot 
it.-,,,!::,,: !, wilt ttoil, a ilue pc-!ormaiii;e uf masonic dimes, Its 
heaven, a eeiclial geand lod.e oi wortby masons ! lis hi-. my ap- 
peared fabulous— its claims in antitinity unsustainable— lis litres lid- 
some— ils riles barbarous and absurd— lis oaths o\;ri. ;m,;ciai, 
i.nlawiuilv imposed and blinclv (aie.-n— ri'iuii.'-nant u> tin- |uior and 
pariimount obligations vcsline on all incuilu rs oi iiie ci\;l eun.|i.n;' , 
hut t!-|,eci:il!y as subjects of Ihe dieino goceiiuimut ; ami (lie eeiia. 
.auctions annexed, horrid ami impious ! These my sober vie". .1 
masonry liave been strengthened by an extended course ol o:.-crv,L- 
tion, nialured by hoary age, and satisfactorily illustrated by the rs- 
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tnarkahlc developements of the day. From the lime last mentioned, 
a period of nearly luilf ,1 rnntiiry, I have scrupulously avoided all eon- 
rie'dan and wi'liliold ail h: How-hip with tint institution, ami have 
actually wiilxifisivii from nil loilpe niMNciirs, though frequently and 
proii-iiiely inviled lo attcti!!. And in ^■fijr.-Lmce with uiy avowed 
IjfjIicS", .i- abovti exposed, t now imhlicly and deliberately declare 
niy-'clf free /runs ai! musiiiiir ohli^i:i:'ins, w'ukh i ruilii i,i!:i:re 
liny/- laid isf h,n:i: (T.j.y binding fact. 1 consider till secret 

snc-tius in a 1ii:e Ni.ii ui 1 1 1 1 . >_ ! l r . ot tiai.iioio'.is tenrlrin'y. ihf:ir very 

ii! nit: I urc I'luluiiiii^ llmtit unit u r.'iipaeily [br duin™ i e evil Ihan 

good. But Ihe vnil which covered^ Ihe mystic rites of iij;i-i:niy is 

■ ■■ ni ! ci : tlii lit' 

nevolt tit i:i'ij'.:cls, nr any o 1 1 1 ■.' i ■ i;ot.d purpose, which t.'hvi-'tian obli- 
gations do not secure from higher motives. Et'liniim ncetl- nnf for 
its support, - the staff of this bruised reed," which will only pierce 
its hand. 

HENRY SEWALL. 



i of Col. John Hoar. 



■orthless, wir-ked lhin a , (it is ?■> to them,) a 
consistent with the Christian religion, and ol 
endenty.— Free Press. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 



c they fMiirtiiiB 



This in a pood iiKM-uicH the «se with myself ; and I ft 
crod oMi-jtion resriris upon me. as ac count:-, hi, .i lo that lici 
sways the sceptre of Universal Dominion, ami who--e omtii«i 
penetrates the iil.inli.i-. uf darkness, ami lakes' cognizance uf i 



ress a heTic/lila'r. 



you at the pivm S up of (ll. 
sa'ely and lake refuge m lire 



Extract from the Renunct 'alhrn of Col. II. C. Wu-.urill, 
of Hartford. 

Masons ■ in defence of thi:h' in.-; i u>!>, iln)! it i* :\ good one, 

hut like n!l r/lher f , it tv.s 1:, <■ -v..-.'.l hy :i:r, iili I rhat 

\i nil voiibi l:rr up til then- a'i!<i'aii:,ni it would tie an honorable 



si t at lihevn — prisoner.- ;m 0i« har wnuld hare a right 
■ors for relief— jjiratcK on (he. high sens would claim llu 
ij-ty ; and [In- rnidniirht rni.V.r arid tnurdf.rc.i- would t: 
n-y as to to (he. horns of an attar for protection. 



Renunciation of Lieutenant Governor Lcland. 



The Rev. Aaron Leiand, laic Lt- Governor of Vermont, and for- 
merly Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of that State, 
recently renounced ma^nry lwlV.! the !t.,-.:i..t Holland Purchaso 
Association, New York. 

In a report of the committee on (he fi.il>icct, of which he was * 
member, he remarked, ih.it In' Ivul Iwn led by a vain curio sily to 
unite with the lodge, and 1l.h1 been led on from swp to step to the 
Roval Arch degree— had been master of a bd e o for live years— had 
been Deputy Grand Master of the Grant! Lodge of the Slate of 
Vermont, and had left the institution about nine or (en yean ago. 
He slated that the first objection which presented itself to his mind, 
was the practice of praying fur the. noil! '■/ r>. brother maaon after 
):•; had, hnn dead tiro, Hint., and Mmict'.mi. s f-tir da its— th.u ho 
ji;:r.4~[od in 1. 1 . c ■- pnic!ir« Stir u siiur! mm:.™ to (.hr injury of hi- ron- 
science — thai it was a liomUli cimom, and he never would preach 
at the burial of a m-jsoii « lum masonic, farms and customs were at- 
tended to— that be never would preach lo a lodge ol masons as sue*, 
and that he was ashamed that he had ever participated in the princi- 
ples and practices of the institution. 



Important Renunciations. 

We ("lie nodi i . id: k , i ' ii . ., '■ 

wound the feeling" ol' our masonic brethren, publicly lo declare, that 
(be system of Freemasonry is, in our judgment, of a tendency on 
(be whole pernicious to the moral habits, and dangerous to fiii civil 
and religious institutions of our country. 

LEONARD RLE ECU ER, JViw York. 

LEWIS TAP PAN, 

Rev. MATTHEW L. R. PERRINE. D. D. 

Auburn Theological Seminary. 
Rev. JOEL PARKER, Richesler.JVl ¥. 
Rev. CHAUMT.Y LliHY, Ptnn Yann, .V. Y. 
HENRY Bit AD LEY, Eatj, 
LEANDER REDDY, 
SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, 
THOMAS MARBLE, Arcadia, -V. Y. 
WILLIAM WIN DFIELD, " 
FRANCIS BATES, 
Rev. JARED RE1D, Reading, Mats. 
Rev. LYMAN CASE, Coventry, Vt. 
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Renunciation of Rev. Henry G. Ludhw, Pastor of 
Spring street Presbyterian Church, JSew Xork. 

To tlic Editor oflhe Anti-mfunmc Beacon. 

Mii. Editor,— You mjv ailil my m 
reasons ^iot ^^"^' of j!s trut|) 

2 A- oiijilit f> love »or liciirhl-or* as ourselves, m' 0"i;lit not 
to be film!, when by s]>.;akin ? we m;iy [(rcve.il iSicir injury. 1 c,m 

ii i ii- ihini liii.i ■ ■, ■ ■■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■■ 1,1 

ou »ly ;,.-erl thai masomv should be kq>* For my own ;m:1. , 
i, u .c been .lisirnslf.l Willi iK liOii.-ei-.Menl ivivmoi,!™, ;md 

> 1 1 tl "'" W - 



As ei 



e valuable than money. 
, I think it my duly to 

3P 3 ak i do not wish my name used lo promote the interests of an in- 
stitution, Hie character of which I think justly described in the for- 
mula. I have not entered a lodge these eight years to my know- 

K.G.LUDLOW. 

January 31, 1S29. 



Renunciation of Erastvs Bates. 



ADVANTAGES to he derived from it, I was induced to oiler n 
as a candidate for admission to the Olive Branch lodge in Sit 
where, about four years ago,] was initial^ as an imirrtil apium 
passed to the degree of a fellow craft, and soon after raised to 
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isfoolisMy called ' the sublime degree -r * ™-ct™ > ry___ 

my first entering a lodge-room [ was , 
finding something worthy the di'.-iii 

being. [ found myself deeded and d ... . . .... 

duced to a condition, winch it icn„. rso person viould ,.! !0 „ !t; (ll Ni , 
m. 1 was s(n/v'fiii :>j my m.iiiiun ni> r i,rrl, hiimiMtli-i, .ir;.-j with a 
I it cable-tow, about iilv neik. wa = !-d al.mr* 
the room, as a blm>! ami (■., I;,.: g.i.™] and ]oi:^l,»d ai hv nil present 
This ! was fold was what all the ancient and honorable before me' 
hil rd Kils nece^ary (o enter (he sublime temple of 

masonry, ere 1 , Ml I 

St. John. Thought I to myself, if Solomon and John had any thin" 
to do with such business, their character for wisdom and ooodnesS 
t impious and abumiml 
t'le pasa of Ihc whole I ran sue [ion, I concerned to take an oath' o" 

k 1 

sr V )s« meanii) ? / ( i f pik<-« me of my (Wdonj 'nYeia!^ me 'iMctw 
.■ \v ... 
■'i ■(/!-)■ nr Mij^r/'ir. 1 v.-- in- 
deed previously told by the mo-i w.irshiimu ma-h-r thai ;l,o iah 

' ■'■'i , 'i; '.v!i j] i, t evil- re with my religion or 

politics. Bui in tins r wns most, -rossly deceived ; h;r wkmict 
lia<, i Him tor rcller.'iion Hun I pei-rcivcd ihai is inter!' re, I v-iih i.n'h 
and noimd rii e imilcr the most horrid pemdtv of bavin- mv f/iroar 
.rwfyruni f«,- to ray and my ^.i-Pit ««( riy ,(,'„. ,-„„;.«, , v!(J | iltG 
all my obligations to my (iod and my country, if it were the will of 
a brother or a lod^e I should do so, and even to conceal the crimes of a 
hmhi i ina.-oi j, whale-, ■>,'',■, n i i . 

'I"!, ill 1 j.M , . n"| i|„ (,h|j n' 

do distinctly remember that I was SHOr „ , r , ,|,e most profound 
secrecy respecting; maso: 

of tt.e od,e withon, k 110 «.„ c wh,t ,1m-, v^re-th..! I woui.I 
obey all signs, summonses and tokens, ■.anded, sent, or (Areuiu to 
me by a brother mason, or by a lodge— thai I would keep a broiher's 
' 1 ' n my In .M-t as in his 

own, murder and treason excepted, and these left to my own discre- 
tion—that I would go on a brother's errand, when required, bare- 
wiiiiiti the ieii-lh f , nv ca!.,lc-iow— Oiai I 
would apprise nim of all approaching danger, if in my power, and 

relieve mot i! po^ible all his di^tre-ses, upon cie ■. d 

hading sijrn, or hearing the word-thai I would irifnV^ the 
thasUiii „j a htvthcr ■iu„*;>n'sfem l <k re'ntinis. K.NOWiNC; rriem Us 
be socn. He. &t . A ^eater mass of absurdity and wkkodiif^ i 
never heard put together. Yet being then very ignorant of the 
nature and obligation of oaths, I felt myself bound to keep them, 
though they were galling, and a snare to my conscience. At length 
it pleased (,od to open my eyes to see their abominable nature, and 
to set me free from this iron yoke of bondage— this worse than 
Jbgypttan slavery. And I now bless his name, that he has enabled 
me to break those wicked bonds asundei and to breathe the pure air of 
civil and religious freedom. I now consider those horrid oaths of 
no force neither in honor, morality, nor religion, and that they had 
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infinitely better be broken than kepi. They arc required of no law 
of God or man, and of course it can be no man's duty to take them. 
They are unlawfully administered and taken. They are deceptive 
in their nature, and awfully dangerous to the community ; and if 
observed in their true ft: iter and -pint, without any equivocation or 
evasion of mind, they expose a person (o the commission and con- 
ctMlrsii-nt of die inn-! abominable crimes, perjury, rebellion, and 
even MURDER, when required by a brother. If regarded as bind- 
ing, Ihey must of necessity clash with every civil and religious obli- 
gation, and destroy truth and confidence among men. I rejoice 
exceedingly that I am delivered from among them. They have been 
an iron yoke upon my conscience and conduct, and I pray God to 
pardon my rashness and folly it* ever submitting to take them upon 
me. The ;in lies in takini; -uoh oofh?, ami not in breaking them : 
and I am persuaded that no rational man woultl ever lake them upon 
Aim, if he knew befiircltand \chal lhi:y wr.rv, arid !o ivhut they 
would lead him. 

It is not my wish to injure the feelings of any of my former breth- 
ren by any thing I have said or done, nor do I think 1 have given 
them anyjust occasion of offence. It is not masons but masonry to 
which 1 am opposed, and while I highly reaped many of (he frater- 
nity as honorable and good men, and with charitable feelings would 
leave them all, it is the deceitful und dimerous msltm of masonry I 
abhor, and hereby FOREVER RENOUNCE. In doing this I ex- 
pect to meet the reprnaohe: an 1 f.lntitTcrs of my former brethren, it 
being in full accordance with ihr-ir obligations: and had I not beer* 
restrained by fear of personal injury, I should have renounced my 
connexion with them long ago. If masonic oaths are binding on the 
conscience, I am fully convinced, that every seceder has good reason 
to fear for his safetv. i do not wonder at tt:o rising apirit of the 
tonirmuu'LV against "ihia dark am! dangerous institution ; their dearest 
ri-!it.a aiid'inieroals an; in jeopardy : 'but I do wonder, and am truly 
astonished whv Clin \ n ?nijiislers 

do not open their eyes to the light which now shines into the caverns 
of that secret abomination, and" renounce all connexion and fellow- 
ship with it; and while I would adopt the language of the good old 
patriarch, and say, 1 my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 
unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou noked '.' I would, offec- 

tionate!y«>ar!t"'M;(. a ■■■! C!iri»iiunbrcihr(n, and all voma 

mek, 33 they value the favor of God, and peace in their own minds, to 
keep themselves aloof from all masonic lodges, and not enter into 
those midnight assemblies, where nothing l.iui darkness reigns ; but 
avoid them, pass not by them, turn from them and pass away. 
•Messed is the man thai n-nilu-lh net in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor slandelh in the way of sinners, nor tittelh in the seat of the 
scornful.' 

ERASTUS BATES. 

Mllbury, Mass. Dec. 1829. 
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Renunciations at the Connecticut State Convention. 

In the discharge of what we conceive to he a pressing duty, we shall 
lJ,.'.;i. its. iNur ivliu!,; ,iM ( ; j h ; , 1IV ...,.;„. : , 

S; 



: "! ' ■ '"■■> ■ '■" wound (he feelings 

""i not oe oisrs. 

1 . ■ II ■ iioiii ivIm: 

V:- h V = • " jn BUdi 1,11:11 lo(,k 1! iviiJ " i "i iuit 



aiuceni wiiii 10 F orno!e t li ( , [ l(>t imcK'sis of our conntn/ ■,«,] , 

r ii m " < "" N,u 



JASPER BID WELL, S degrees,*! 

KLISHA ~i • . i 'J : N .'! 

NORMAN BlDWn.L rs 

WM, H. HALLO! ;k ;i 

R LT J'l.'s Tl!LLER, 2 

WILLIAM TAYLOR, 3 

CALVIN BARBER 4 



Jiivkhatmled, 
Simsburij. 



Renunciation of Jesse Smith. 



Some years since I joined Speculative Freemasonrv, and have 
»■ ^ H' I e I 1 , U 

me to attempt an invalidation of :ht 

pare them with the word ofGod—nd in obedience to hi* conmuad, 
Idobeheve the whole to he a ,f,ri« of Satan — conceive/I, born, 
and nursed tn darkness-ini in obedience to God's cr ' ' ' ■ 
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hereby separate myself and renounce all connexion with said institu- 
tor/ttt they receive not of b*r plaguei. jEggE 

A seceding Mark Master Mason. 
Jddton, County of Addison, State of Vt. Feb. 2, 1829. 



The Spirit of Masonry. 

Extinct ft™. » Eermoii preached al Sherborne, $. Y. by fev, David KeBdalt. 
It is esisv to see that the spirit of the masonic institution is such, 
I rprlnrelmm !, and 
ill . t I 1 M.! I - 

.. cL , !" 

pu :"- , Kil'ii- oi /.ion -ays, " the meek shall inherit the earth, 

1 „ , .. ■ ... I 



r all, and for every 
If the Lord is God, 

or Christianity and 



ip with prince Hiram Ahiffand 
ecd, by fair words and smooth 
. and led table-towed and blind- 



And nowas a warning to others to fleeoul of Babylon and e™,. 

irrat ineic can be no fcllo ivslup between the kingdom of Christ am 
I .ft LIBID O lnJ s 0nr y. -(;,,„.-, ,;,,,,■„!., !!;.,, ,,> ; ,„e m, w..~i". 

!h,u, ri,< ;= - i; ki.obm-.,: , l lf -i 
■r.-Li,,?,.,: i„ t„. „,:„ mind whid, ho 
- -^f'. And whenhehasmad „, ]„, c 
ift'i'iuiK'c .ill oft:.,,™,.!, ,, . ~; , 

!n i ' ^ V ■■ It. ■ ■ ■ .' ■ 

i.'ii i.ullim irvwf: lenn, ,| h(! civr.i ... .... . ■ .'^ 

"' 

broken lnm ana SW , plaivaj J, J ^" ,/'„' C1 



Morgan and the U '. 



unblmded eyes. ° " ARTJ-MA.S Klj^Dv' 
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MASONIC OBLIGATIONS UNLAWFUL, 

OrUtms Caimty Court, N<w. 11, 1829. 

II is Honor Judge Gardiner presiding. 

Cou^elforti WM V I AM MORGAN* 

Gen V. Mathews, Win. H. Adams, Esq. and Daniel L>. tfamara, 



.... . - r the 

|'h ■ c ,i, ti Lificmlui'ii l>raii«s-.;J in 

' ' " .' , : ;. t i- f . v Wf . ! ;5 ivn, .m.. if (In. answers were 

i ,. f . . To this Mr. 

; ■ : ■„ ■,! ■■■ r ■■ ■■■ at the jurors 

• . ii i.U: tiu^ti-jTii would poba- 

■ ' ■, ; propriety of 

wmmi »" 



Tlie clerk then — 
and Smrcert Giving, were era,.., ..u.e ^ - 

acei tem g found acceptable to both parties, wete appointed triers. 



,„ ,■..„».:.., .oure-l. 

,- :„™:.-~; :"!'.li«Jt« ! m:i«"pi""n- » '•>'""■ 

.. eomi.r! I j I'.erii* 

' : ; ■ ■ f::.e e.u:: j ^e.C.ei! 

... ; ,!:t.n' " 1 ' f :e- " : ' "' ;,! 

, . II 1 .as or prejudice- lire 

' . ... .'. ... ,. ■< ■■ ■ 

STy ot .hi nerder ot M?S'^%™'."«f M..*e°k™t .worn 
H 11 1 1 I 1 II 

10 

■ ■> ,." ™;: , ii . < 

S?,"„ d "SlhS™i«. K r.V,uS,h, l.bnt don't recedlict ot: 
.rt.ons.H.niol,, rejected 

"oSS* M ™ cMtoirt '! «■ defendant', counsel. El- 



All 

I rrtgo i..M,d, that h, 
had heard Peonel iuy ,lmt he thought Mather was concerned it, 

11 >"'l II I thai he had no recel- 

0, ,,,„ M ,,,;„„, , „ 

S:. . I'etiltcd » Ij ~' * » ' 



M 



a prlsHivo up 



„. .„• „. m ' l! " f'Ji^nif'iv.l Mather miirtv if rot 

" ■ ■■■ ■■ Ti i. , 

te..ur ion} . Hail no hias or prejuilicc; ^-.iiiM t\u: aroused H a j 
hoard and read modi r HlUl 
Mr. Spencer c .o.ilondeil thai Mr. St. John was, in the eve nf ((,«> 
aw, a n.,,,,,,,^, , .„,.,,„ ;„ ; i^,,.^,,,,.. ^ Vo n.l io 

f .. ........ .. til „, ,.,„.,. 

^ ; ;>i;;;;: ,l '."V ,,M ;'7 ! M -'i Kbn - ^ l 

((Jrlltlf.,. .,.!,„„!, ,, H ,.„;-,;.,.„;,,, . | . p ,,, ^ , . , ^ , , t,..^ 

'.; /" t .,...„„, consultation, decided that Mr, St. 

jy. iteed challenged and sworn. Thinks he has expressed an 
jST r C0CceJned iu lhe Mor S a « business. Re- 

jJP" - f^ *" Up0D boin S drawn ' saId he hail formed an opinion, 

Robert Anderson, next drawn. Mr. Spencer challenged this juror 

OR y-Ttrtimi •„„; |„, , „] f j, - 

and of the decree of Jicyal W! ( Ml 
the cause of d.allei^c should be reduced to w, 
been done, (.,,,. _i\ 1 , i [„.■„■., rillll w, ,„..,. 
stiiu-;, iv.is sl.-nl ui-:„„„| of diiiil \h s, , , , 

his mil nt It. ii 1[ in j in ,\ 

for principal dialler,:;..-, that wuetu a yum " ' iieloneed to the snw 
So f ,rl. V .,r f ,j,o,ati T -' W i,h n (wty.'l.o hm< ar. i,,™,:,,:,™, 

Arch Ui pie 

I '" " j*" 1 ! ro.iror.iu; ! )y an ;i l:t nl our Stale k s ij!aUiro. After 
. !!^™,rt o^miitd d,;)]le t > a -D 
favor" Spencer then challenged the juror " to tie 

Mr. Spacer herd staler! (hat the juror. Judge Anderson, was an 

^: : ;^Tr tu 1 - ^ 

v ot iiiroi and witness. J he defendant's counsel „r E ed 

■ ame |,,rr- yvrro a-ain „,d Ml , s,,e nfe r catted 

„/ '■:'","'''' l - ,"»» >" «»val Arch ,,„.„„. t;„„ m 

not HI of the Rojal Areh dog-re,. Lodge, are Wow, and encaron- 



Mather in the Gaines ch 
« re to favor morality and 
[heir own members. I 
Royal Arch obligation, 
The words are- 1 ' Tka> 
Jlrch mason, wherever 

WHONV;.-' ' Tli.-A" U :i 
distress to ii lumber m;H 
degree. This sign 6m 
Thinks this obligation 



3 attended the meetings of the chaplt 
,:' ui.irttm oi the o.uli w;is then 
>om, but the chapter was not opened. 
IU | rdxrai-ed lh..:ir ol.li^i™^ J 1 
ib Royal Arch obligation be lore lie in 
, e Koyal Aivb obi!*!!*™ 

I la « !' the eountij in 



ITo a ouesliuii from the ilelotulanl'- eonriMil, whether them 

,i.i n „in"ih h'stifted him in viol 

livfi (lie la"'- of ! In/ country, "be rtbr.e-* repliiX timt there was 
of the 



The counsel, however, 



£,Xy -S SMfbK i«. to «b« 

u( iheir m.'ide-'or*. , , ]f f 

Archibald!. IJnm, :h - \ i< nc^ 1 ' " 

where Ca[.t. Mather live i tie ens V i ■ 

dc,.,,-! --jo.I liieiiii-i— |K'rh;i)is they »«c '"<»'■ mbmate man uuy 

wore Willi tlii'ir ui-iKhljor- -etier.ilk-. 

Here Mr S|ieiii'er iv-lcl. am! Hnhcrt .•hi-Jr'.^r, m.^i.i.l »J' 

no-rt filed i.v'lliM (biiVi.il.mr^ e^mi-H I. f«»i- . 

W.li.O" -*V- i- " ei.n-.' m Kolal .A.el, c- ^-<,. «h, , 

11 , It 1 

M<->, mu-, <ot* , « u-np.:. ton m.^.M >, * - - . to 

get him away. This is the only obligation ot such a nature, mat 
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: ever took. The obligate 
engaged in a quarrel, to p 



veniic. (Oiilvai-y to l,uv All the d,a,'.^ ^/S'r!'^ "n n^lry 
I t il h 1 , , the laws. Witness (tofts that some 

■ ' :l ■ 1 ■.u|i|imm ( ,|, !!y n ws an(i con . 

ii:(iiiii:n ol lie tommy. «[i was in die chapter when Dr. 

" i' ■= c^nl'-.!r.Ti( Unit the oath 

n ui ihu- u'il to bin, was onahiii-d in tnannti In-lorn su.cd. Dr. 
™ m | "-' i , lf ? n| y f-'7 if ' <" tJ.e Royal Arch, in Gaines, 

f.nte the abduction ol Mor S ar,. IV i thinks there is no bias oa 
lu- mil:,!— his imimarv Willi Cm!, Matiior nomnioi ,.-•(. u: about noiiiic* 
They were old hucktails together. P 

Cross-aamn,,-/ h:, Mr. S v < (l « n-Wimess Sas said in the fore 
partoi the c.-sti-fmerii. il.;>! Mor-an wast.nl carvitd oil' Me ihuushi 
J*/* * «** »&ler and Morgan, ,„ .pecu.^T^ 

JS-U^ki v.as not m the <:aii i.,ir,: wbieh Ma.htr d.-ove. Had formed 
I M 1 .lid not know Morgan was in the 
. " '■' '! i !! Jl " ''d-ke.t, and 
I 4 ':''" vl '■'! ,,u ll> """ : Tbo dause „»,■:: 

ub tinlialH correct, with the oualifieauon ia 

'< P°™<:><: ! .,.i.d,t: !; :,iioii is ir» ids- r/; (!Ji f.: whidi follow, imme- 
diately o_rh.r (li,. oalli, )„. ltli .„|-, Sl jf m thf , ()i|th jlse|f; Jg not 
Jifct that the rMj/eudi!,,. 1-erniivo.i obedience to .he laws, but the lec- 
ture* no. I ho (amotion. i,, ( |i L ii f . manlier, to support tin- constitu- 
tion ol .1 Mate da^ier, „„,( (be !,y-|aw» of (ho chapror to width In- 
belongs. Has not paid much attention to masonry for two or ihrcc 
years, and ,s not very bright. There is an obligation about obeying- 
ie S ul.n- s-us ami suKnnmis-, in) witness docs not recollect the Ian- 
g>i.i R e ot il. He Iiss taker, st ven diiibront obligations, 

id's counsel— Witney now thinks that Morgan was 

-1/r. Spwtcer— Thinks that if Mather knew that Morgan was in 
lilt pi-nag,! he nuts, be guilty. Has not made up an opinion 

Jiagc r ° r n0t ! ""' W fbat M ° rean was in th * eMm 

ehf^ ^«riL-Wt«w was a member of Gaines Royal Arch 
■■■■■■■■ ■ Id ; ' ■ ,i Well oaili requires us to " extricate a corn- 
el or ,!■;//;,■„!!„, whether he is RIGHT or 
Vt l< \ t , - jilii.ims swear lo o'lf, regular fj-ris and sfin-rions 
when sent, handed, or ihituni. 'Ibis is it, (he master's decree' 
W.tness has forgot,,-,, „„., ,.,1 ,ho oblivions. S 

heSSTSS Sta? S? of ? quar'TuToIin ft*" ' bOI,t 
1 1 1 n 'piveiUo wit.ie^ 

tt.stil lift saw a ,.-c. r . M ,;ii:i.-.n oru;-,-c,i in r ,nv irrt! in H, ( , .trr-t 

1 «■ to -o and ,-:u,-i(-ale hi , 1 
lit was nplit or wrong. Never understood (hut lu- "obl„. a tions re- 
quired him to assist a companion out of the hands of the law. 
Milton W. Hopkins.— Witness lias been a Freemason— recollects 
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given, handed. scnL, or I 
tun, or a re«nliir constituted lodge 

another a -~ 



13 (faii.fr" 



explanation to the oath relative to the 
nt a,)])]!-!!!- a li 



r et (TiHr cloth"' on'-m/cnn sec- the charge inculcates vh'.i.c an 
benevo'diT Witness thinks the obligations of masom'y hi, rcomr 
the concealment of crime. The obli-ation to "'Such he rtk-rs 
this— "Fur/tewcre J" / ^™»Ve <ui<i swear, .feat » ijmsier 
sor's « «■<•(-■ e(>p,i (-J «»' in •-.v.'.^'t as siurfc, <™<( J kwiwin* the- 
ir, L ' r.-iii-r.,) .,-n"< "*i' J iuriviiAit. }n -Mi) bretiti as i 
Ti ; i: ,v S0 N (.MT^^-and llu.t left at 1,1. 0« 



Vutv« knows that iiii? oblivion is annmii-L.-, ... 
tiiH low,. (ikiic,! ;,«■.! is f.vni-:- ^uve ho has iCen it ailmnns ti'rc.l in 

««, C „in, 1>!-.. V;.,.,!,.:..!^ i..-t ivfo,- ....tl. ^ihiu,-,,^] 

U toid ,,v the ma-.,,-, that .h,u i- noth.n; , ; n.c,,^ tn idioc 

lilCfC oUlii.lliiMiS. , . . 

/)r. O..Y,cto„,»-f<»v,\ t «\ f * 

the Clin. 1 - Hu-llMt (ii, Uwh v 1;V V.r. liurb- iv-P^ 

iiig tljk- obligation- ol ma ■> 1 ■ ■ ■ 

in .. nM n !■ ■■- :, 

■ i . .,; inn .1 !ii i! ■ ■ ' "'" ' 1 ■ ■' ■■■■ 

■I'i'Jnhv: (-.animation uf llm oathi, that by a literal reading, ihcy did 

" vlCcounsel for the defendant. Col. Barnard, occnp: (I cut ttojo 

1 ...... ■ ■ ■ f.l'-'O!' (,i J'.lillUm^ "I; 

\ i ^ - '-'^ ''-r. , iw 

,.[ hi< b.Mn-1. = -o the ■lodoty of > Vcm.,.™!,-, "0>i1 i ^ v ..lat on 
of his rights m a fellow citizen, and establishing a precedent terribly 



n. Uu^icr!'.! ! 
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his death, or Hamilton, or Gen. T k 

wcro over irn'irnm ,,, , . ... .... . , ■ ,, 

embracing m ■ ( .! , ' 1 

■ ■ i' . iliua r.i i 

Ml ' ' H i I h 1) I i 

- 

01 [he COmsnumt} ;i„ :, 1 . 1 '™ 

west M th cor tempt i 

1 sonn, here, might call lor sudi a v., a - 

„;:,;:„:;' tv:-: ^ 

uponhn 

on ajury on the ground of his bein S a Freemason S 
t d .rly showed 

trom siitmg on this jury, nut hccau.se he bi< a Fi-eonm-or. but lie- 
nei'fiss'Jj'iiv i: i 1 .;■ , , . . , , . 

' ! ■ tij ■ :,; ,,, ,' , 

Realise lt had been proved that he was hound by oath 
S£, f ■ « nen , to 

protect and fly to hi- i t :li,,f, n-hcll,. i it^t or wrong. 

in, Hamilton, 

i *cr n ,,f,nenU ,-Ud the trim whether they 
«« J1 , .i,:;n , l .i r ™ 1(l „ 1 y, cvoii if C, i;n . Jndoion uoro n„ w o— 4 .;ited 
>!■ I.e., Jefi-.mii, ]„,!,,„! „f ,M,, A[ll!( . r . 0I1 , Al|(j llJH j', nl) , ^ 
m-t bo told (hat the c* ( :iio„-,ont ^cato,! by 
lu, auction | n troc citiso..- il,o depriving our comiti-y of a patriot 
■ till > ■ i hil.cr. is IhlL-oJ -ipon -.villi 

contem t n 

s " !:t ' ! ' t ' V 1! - ""»t bo lihellod. vlllitied, ,,A slno,:,,,,; bv in^,„- 
«.^>p^. up in my-lLi-y and hound wiih oaths the "most imrriblo 1 

M'kr'itV" ' , n 1 , ' 

i 1 , < i "\ ■ ■ t ; 

bid! Our fathers purchased our liberties at too dear a rate thus to 
«t. He utterly denied that Gen. Washington was ever a Royal 
^mason, and he said that he had not attended a lodge tor twenty 
jca,s fmio , t „ hls „, a( tlc vir , (j . liH . jounce, i the in- 

^TpJ ' ' I no ntr^m n Mr a con- 

tended, that the exigencies of the times never rendered it necessary 
to Object to any man from sitting on the jury, on account of his 
being a mason, till now. And even now, it was when a brother ma- 
son was to be tried. But Mr. S, said, that as to the amount of con- 



temot which the opposite counsel supposed must be visited upon 
those who should decide that a mason was incompetent to si Us a 
ju^r in subcase, he would cheerfully 1 I 
be with the triers, as he considered it a duty, from the performance 

rf^Cc. «>.'' ■ — «, the Court charged 

the uU . t a iment" manner. He tirged the ?m- 

■jimueo ol (hp question (Jiw were >.i demle, -.in-, iMee i! a> h.H 
oninioo, that if they were Ust, J 
oil? ' ' 1 I) i 

havetaWcoasrLliovilAiT.il mason, mey IMP. LU UL IX I hue, 
bui if they were s.nWied rbat be w,- under no .Tri^er I .,,- ■ h'.w 
of the defendant, then they would nol reject him. The triers decided 
that Robert Anderson was NOT IMPARTIAL. ■ 

Joftit Dolly was called and eh:dlen--.i to the favor of the Spectal 
Counsel oti the same ground as Mr. Anderson. 

J, K. Bmen-Tastified ihat Dully was a mason ; that be had 



111 J I hat I 

Wll L EsPOU^I Tilt L U 1 
son whenever I see him ongai; 

fat as to extricate him horn the wniie. wheucr In; le o 
WRONG. That he had recoil:" " 1 ' 

counties by the same means as he 
to use to maWe himself known as 
said John Dolly the question there 
give the answer there taught to Ik 
Royal Arch mason, they would 

there are signs in the lower deiv--. . j ----- - - 

known to eaeh other that they arc m digress or d.flieulty. . By a, 



chapter 



. ( . ,. ., L „. -«id ii hi i "alio ii. ihev ave n. vi.:r to be c 

writing. The sign of distress in the Meters degree, is never to ba 
given by a mason of that decree, exe^i In ta.e, <>l real .Usin^, ,nd 
. , tide 

man may be 'led, by considering his obligation sacred, to PROTECT 

C jiftn E BB% again enllrf-On being questioned by the Special 
Counsel, said lie had met. the ddembnt a- ;i tna.ier ma. en l'i l.aiues 
lodge - that be had sal in said lodge with Dr. Nichoson. 

Dr. 0. JVichosoti called^- Took the obligation of a mailer rnasi n 
in the Gam. 

darnental principle of the masonic mstitulion, that no man can 
a lodge without haviui; cone throng teitan, (arms ana «'■ 
end that among them are certain obligations taken, s j™ 
which says, " 1 furthermore promise and swear, that 1 wit-i. ontr 
all regula? signs and summonses handed, sent or thrown to me from 
a brother maton, or from a regularly constituted lodge of the same. 
Says there is a s gn in one of said obligations, called Ihe grand had- 
ing si™ of distress, consisting of words and signs, which is imputed 
to all members of the lodge of which he is a member, which, m 
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pursuance to the fundamental principle ahove named, this sign came 
among the ceremonies— that the obligations hind the mason to ap- 
praise his brother nf approaching 'Jangrr ; also to keep Ins secrets 
as inviolably in his breast as in his own, when communicated to him 
as such, murder and treason excepted ; and that left to his own free 
will and accord. Says he has frequently met in a lodge with Dolly -, 
thinks that he was in the lodge when he was made a mason ; docs 
not recollect any obligation in Freemasonry to obey the laws of his 
country; has heard them often repeated; docs not recollect any 
explanation having been given after taking the oaths. One strong 
feature in (he dunces sivett, lie tbir:!;*, after, the first degree, Is the 
injunction oi" secrecy— 1» tie a iprnl rind loyal subject. Says the 
candidate is told belbre be takes the first obligation, that it is not to 
affect his religion or politics ; that all masons have gone that way 
before him ; that (here are lectures given as explanatory of certain 
siirii- mill tokens. 

In answer to questions b> defendant' s cour.set, s.iiil be bad tc^ibed 
according (o his recollections, as he became acquainted with the 
obligations and ceremonies in the lodge. 

In answer to the Special Cuiin'i'l, in- -aid llie lodge roust be satis- 
fied lbs tli pin . ■■ .iu is a :■ i . ei-ive he 

tokens', ™d\™dV?r^ 
who' gave them 

son, and taking the oath, he could not thus gain admittance to the 

Br. Brown again tailed— Says the association of masons is an in- 
timate and friendly association ; that they address each other by the 
epithets companion and brother ; that they have a common fund 
arising from initiation fees, in which he judged they have a common 1 
and mutual is.-t.eb.est. Says that certain [ij'-ajres of scriul** are 
recited during the taking ot Ihe Till degree. Says that when the en- 
tered apprentice is brought to light, he is presented with the Holy 
Bible, square and compass, when the master tells him that the Bible 
is given him as a rule of his faith and practice ; the square to square 
his actions, and the compass to keep hiin within due bounds with alt 
men, especially the brotherhood. Says it is not requirfB to know 
the religious sentiments of the candidate ; tbat the question to be 
asked and the answer to be given, whereby one Royal Arch mason 
may know another, is. " Are ynv t: R >yal h. Vinson — " ■ Am 
That i Am !" Thinks the Gaines Chapter recognises a higher tri- 
bunal, called Ihe Grand Lodge of the State. Tbat one principal 
ohject of the funds of this lodge is to relieve brethren in distress ; 
that so long as a mason continues a member of the institution, he 
is considered a WORTHY member' 



■ * Tills is an important flisrloiiin:. It sliev.', i[i;U -'• WORTHY" lira; 
masons, (iocs in.il rii;.r!i; ■ ■sedloiil ch jra-'.'v, tun simply, linl llie 

mason relays iiis cunrievoii will, the lodge ; consequently llw.-e only "ho 
s'Wifr are ciinsirli-i.-il nut of die pale "f nvisonie protection ; and not entitled, 
-to 'masonic simi sifriws ; wink! those that kkhms, be Iboir moral charac- 
ter ever so infamous, are considered '•' WORTHY," and masons are sworn 
to sustain and pruicci lui-ai p.?n in liicir in a; allies. 
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(jiyg APPENDIX. 

Dolly cross ex.— Said that at an ^clion J n ^ me ^; H^o^you 

)1V oncspp-^, ^i<»<". ^v^ i - ii:i 7,;; , ^> 1 ;;;"^,'-: 111 : Wrr . ll in -,i ic 

lb ii k ih:it Jl 1 1 i U 1 1'atl 

W1 . rfoKTmmc.L m.t (0 hw: or m<l'"'-; <!« ' ' ^ ., ;,„„,-. 

conversation with Spraguc »,''«' u ' 1 ' ■ 11 ^ (■„■,,,>< j ,| Ee , has 



I promise 



li'»v ( 
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... , ■ ■ ■ ■■ ' i 

- , ' 11 ■ :«1 I" protect 



The si> 



r. Dolly ti nrii <itiitiV 011 [fejiny. ' 



s( \Ziru ill?, , „, 5 ld lh H Elihu Maiher 

WO ■■ .o ■ 11 

te/'trt" " ,v i( f ! 1 

1,0 '"-'""t.oN, where (he ii re3 
' . ,L1,1 l r f ' ll 1 " l"'-^--'<-'! »■>'■. lie -aid ,l,o imcrposi- 
m.. si,n ot distress, where two men were comer-all^. j or 

iiiii'.o.lMo the in.Kt S f:l | , I! , i n ... . . 

wa.. !iio ino-t dan-oro,,* tiuii in the iii.iit.Ki.xj ™ 
nt'xion will, the oLIijjaiions, all rmsem Kt -, v <„ ,,, i ,', j,] ' . ■ ' 

tution tha he did not inter,,! to have „,,v (!,]„. „,„:,, iQ „ 
except he should be summoned, a. showio- [he bmdie- nature f ,1, 
o^g-ticn, lie Mltl, proved conclusively that over, other crime is 



that the law would sane ion it, ana lie » » ^oper 

sac 1 -^-,; i " "d- '£."!}.'- 



The triers abided that Mr. Dolly UN» »t wgwrfwl. 
Orionel Davis was called and rejer.tc.t, 

'"' '" '"' ^' ' l ,,. ,, 

J^aJ.Wi. IffidifV. WBS call( i li a(ld , ? T -V nanel havin" been 
Three otbei » r ' J n .Cmon f ve ttfc- 

gone through with, the Sheriff was ordorcd to summon 

aie ?' i Owen was called and empanelled. 

Rrfu IngersoTl, Carlos C. Ashley, Thomas Roberts «d AJtormw 
Butts, were nest sworn, and the panel completed. 



